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Theverynextmorning,GeraldtookReywithhimandsetoff.

“Whereareweheadedtothisearlyinthemorning,Gerald?”askedthepuzzledRey.

Hehadn’tbeenabletogetagoodnight’ssleepinthepastfewdays,andwhenhewasfinallyableto

sleepinhisownbed,Geraldhadcomeearlyinthemorningtodraghimout!Ittrulymadehimfeel

helpless.

“We’regoingtotheDarkSectofGhostCity!”repliedGerald.

Astheytalkedon,theysoonarrivedatthetoweroftheDarkSectofGhostCity…

SincethemanhuntfortheEmberLordwasstillon,theconstructionoftheDarkSecthadbeenputtoa

halt,leavingtheentiretowersealed.Duetothatsuddenhalt,however,manypeopleendeduplosing

theirjobs.

Justasthesayingwent,‘Karmawouldalwayscomebacktobite’.

Regardless,uponsteppingbeforethetower’sentrance,bothofthemfoundthatthedoorhadbeen

lockedwithchains.Therewasevenastripsealattachedtoit!

“Howdoyouproposewegetin,brotherGerald?”askedRey.



Givingnoresponse,Geraldsimplywalkedaroundthetower,lookinghereandthereuntileventually,he

foundanairventconnectedtothebackofthetower.

Removingthelid,Geraldthenbegansqueezingintoit!Seeingthat,Reyknewthatallhecoulddowas

follow…

Aftercrawlingforawhile,theduoeventuallymadetheirwayintothetower’sthird-floorbathrooms.

KnowingthattheEmberLord’schamberwasonthesixteenthfloor,Geraldthenheadedforthestairs

andbeganrunningallthewayup!Evenafterrunningallthewaytothetop,however,Gerald’sface

barelyreddened,nordidhisheartrace.Infact,hedidn’tevenfeeltheneedtogaspforair!

Rey,ontheotherhand,foundhimselflaggingfarbehind.Takingatleasttenminutestogettowhere

Geraldwas,Reyimmediatelyfloppedontoanearbycouchthesecondhesawone.

Gaspingforair,Reythenmuttered,“C-couldwe…please…notgosofastnexttime…?I’mdyinghere…!”

HereallyhadnoideahowGeraldcouldjustboltupsixteenfleetsofstairs…Itwassimplyaninhuman

feat!

Thenagain,Geraldwasn’taregularhumantobeginwith.Bythispoint,hewasalreadyahalf-phantom,

sohisbodynolongerfunctionedlikearegularhuman’s.Withthatsaid,sixteenfleetsofstairswere

nothingtohim.

Regardless,Geralddidn’tbotherreplyingtoRey’sstatementandinsteadbeganlookingforcluesabout

theEmberLordwithinthechamber.



AfterwhatJunohadtoldhimthedaybefore,Geraldknewthathecouldn’taffordtoremainpassive

anymore.TheyhadtotaketheinitiativetomaketheEmberLordcometothem,andtheonlywaythat

wasgoingtohappenwasifGeraldmanagedtofindsomethingthattheEmberLordcaredabout.

Oncehemanagedtogethishandsonsuchathing,Geraldwouldsurelybeabletocatchhim.

Eitherway,aftersearchingforawhile,Geraldeventuallymanagedtofindasmallwoodenboxinthe

chamber.Itwasjustasimple-lookingoldboxthatdidn’tlookparticularlyspecial.Evenso,thefactthat

EmberLord—apersonwithsuchhighstatus—wouldevenpossesssuchanormal-lookingboxwas

strangeinitself.

Withthatinmind,Geraldfiguredthatthewoodenboxmustcertainlycontainsomethingimportantto

theEmberLord,andthathemusthaveforgottentotakeitwithhim.

Immediatelyopeningtheboxtoseeifhewasright,Geraldwasgreetedbythesightofaringmadeof

greenjade…Withhowdullthejaderinglooked,itwasclearthatitwasextremelyold…

Afterexaminingtheringforabitlonger,Geraldthenplaceditbackintothewoodenboxbeforeslipping

theboxintohispocketwiththeintentofbringingitbackwithhim.

Atthatmoment,afuriousvoicecouldsuddenlybeheardshouting,“Who’sthere?”

Hearingthat,GeraldandReyinstantlyturnedtolookatthedoor…onlytorealizethatitwasOldFlint

andafewothermen!
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RealizingthatitwasonlyOldFlint,GeraldandReybreathedasighofrelief.

OldFlint,onthehand,couldn’thelpbutraiseaslightbrowashepuzzledlyasked,“…It’syoutwo?What

areyoudoinghere?Andhowdidyougetin?”

ThechiefinspectorhadalreadyorderedhimnottohaveanycontactwithGeraldanymore.Whatmore,

hehadalsobeentoldthatGeraldwasn’tallowedtohelpthemintheinvestigationanylonger.Withthat

inmind,OldFlintcouldonlyobeyhissuperiors.

“We’reherelookingforclues!”repliedGerald.

“Look,I’msorry,butyoutwoaren’tallowedtogetinvolvedwiththiscaseanymore.Withthatinmind,

pleaseleave!Ifyoureturnhereagainouronlyoptionwillbetotakeyoubackwithus!”warnedOldFlint.

Hearingthat,Geraldsimplynodded.

Notwantingtomakethingsdifficultfortheoldman,Geraldthenreplied,“Copythat!”

JustashewasabouttoleavewithRey,however,heheardOldFlintyelling,“Holdonaminute!Didyou

findanyclueswhileyouwerehere?Ifyoudid,pleasehandthemtous!”

Smilingsubtly,Geraldthenshookhisheadbeforesaying,“Sorry,OldFlint,butwedidn’tmanagetofind

any!”



Withthat,theduothenleftthetower…

WhowasOldFlintkidding?AsifGeraldwouldeverhandoverthecluehefoundtohim!

Whateverthecasewas,nowthattheyhadlefttheDarkSectofGhostCity,GeraldandRayquickly

returnedtotheiroffice…

ItwasonlyoncetheywereinsidewhenGeraldtookthejaderingoutofthewoodenboxagain.

StaringatGerald,thepuzzledReycouldn’thelpbutask,“…Istheresomethingspecialaboutthatjade

ring?Whydidyoufeeltheneedtobringitbackhere…?”

Hearingthat,Geraldthenreplied,“Justthinkaboutit.Whywouldapersonwithsuchhighstatusashim

keepsuchanoldjaderingaround?Don’tyoufindthatodd?”

ItwasthenwhenReyrealizedthatwhatGeraldhadsaidwastrue.

Atthatmoment,Junoenteredtheroombeforesaying,“Thatjaderingshouldbelongtoanoldperson!”

“Andwhere’sthiscomingfrom?”askedGeraldashelookedather.

“Well,notonlydoestheringlookweathered,butthecarvingsonitarealsoextremelyold-fashioned!

Mygrandmausedtowearasimilarring,yousee,whichiswhyIfeelthatthewearermustbeoldas

well!”explainedJuno.



Uponhearingthat,Geraldfeltthatherstatementmadesense.

Withthatinformation,GeraldassumedthattheringoncebelongedtotheEmberLord’sgrandmother,

thoughshelaterpasseditdowntohim.

“…Imean,that’sniceandall,butevenifwehavethering,wemaynotbeabletocatchtheEmberLord,

right…?”mutteredRey.

“…No.Ibelievethatthisjaderingwillsurelyhelpusfindhim!Infact,Ialreadyknowwhohisnextvictim

willbe!”declaredGeraldinaconfidenttone.

Followingthat,hewalkedrightoutoftheoffice,andReycouldonlyfollowbehindhim.

Oncetheyweredownstairs,GeraldthrewhiscarkeysatReybeforesaying,“Youdrive.Ourdestination

istheCensusBureau!”
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“Hello?Whatisit,Gerald?”askedOldFlintfromtheothersideoftheline.

“OldFlint,whileIknowyoucan’tletusjointheinvestigation,Ihopeyoucanstillhelpusout.Essentially,

ifyouwanttosolvethecaseandcapturetheEmberLord,listencloselyandbelievemewhenIsaythat

everythingthatI’mabouttotellyouisgoingtobeextremelyimportant!”repliedGeraldinaserious

tone.



Hearingthat,OldFlintpausedforamoment.Eventually,however,heknewhecouldtrustGerald,sohe

waswillingtoriskit.Afterall,bothofthemwantedthecasetobesolvedandhavetheEmberLordbe

captured.

“…Alright,tellmehowIcanhelp!”

“HeadtotheCensusBureaunow.I’mcurrentlyheadingoveraswell,andI’lltellyoumoreaboutitwhen

wemeet!”repliedGeraldbeforehangingthecallup.

Halfanhourlater,ReyandGeraldmetupwithOldFlintattheassignedvenue.

“Whatareweevenherefor,Gerald…?”askedtheconfusedoldman.

“Look,IneedyoutodoabackgroundcheckontheEmberLordaswellashisfamily,andnotjusthis

parentseither.Ineedyoutothoroughlyresearchanyonerelatedtohisparentsaswell!”orderedGerald

withoutgivingsomuchasanexplanationastowhy.

Evenso,OldFlintknewthatGeraldmusthavehisreasonsforaskingforthat.Withthatinmind,theold

manthensaid,“…Copythat!”

Shortlyafter,OldFlintthenenteredthebureau.Geraldneededtheoldman’shelpsinceonlysomeone

withhiscredibilitywasallowedtoaccessandretrievetheinformationandprofilesofothers…

ItwasaboutanhourlaterwhenOldFlintfinallyexitedthebureauwithathickstackofpapers.



Gettingintothecar,hethenhandedthepaperstoGeraldbeforesaying,“Here’severythingaboutthe

EmberLordandhisfamily,includingtheinformationabouthisparentsandgrandparents!”

Hearingthat,Geraldimmediatelybeganscanningthroughthedocuments,hisreadingspeedfasterthan

someoneskimmingacrossthepagesofabook.

WithhowseriousGeraldwas,OldFlintcouldn’thelpbutask,“…Whatexactlydidyoudiscover,

Gerald…?”

Gerald,however,simplyignoredtheoldmanandcontinuedbreezingthroughthepapers…until

eventually,Geraldstopped.

Pullingoutafilethatwaslabeled,‘YamiletFaes’,hethenshowedittoOldFlint.

YamiletFaeswasnoneotherthantheEmberLord’sgrandmother.Evenso,shepassedawayaboutthree

yearsago.Everythinginthefilewasinformationfromabouttwoyearsago…

“…Am…Isupposedtounderstandsomethingfromthis…?”askedthepuzzledoldman.

Followingthat,GeraldimmediatelystatedYamiletFae’saddressbeforesaying,“Rey,checkifthe

coordinatesoftheaddressmatchthenumbersleftbehindbytheEmberLord!”

Hearingthat,Reyquicklytookhistabletoutandbegansearchingfortheaddress…andsureenough,

oncetheresultscameout,thenumbersleftbytheEmberLordtrulyseemedtobethecoordinatesofhis

grandmother’shome!



“You…You’reright!Thenumbersareexactlythesame!”exclaimedReyashelookedatGeraldandOld

Flint.

Hearingthat,GeraldandOldFlintexchangedglanceswitheachother.Theyfinallyknewwhatthe

numbersrepresented!
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Therewasnowayinhellthatthosetwofactscouldbecoincidences.Withthatinmind,thatcouldonly

meanthattheEmberLordwashidingthere.

However,sincetheEmberLordhadleftthathintforthem,itwaspossiblethatinsteadoffindinghim

there,theywouldinsteadfindthelocationofhisnextvictim.

Afterthinkingaboutitforawhile,OldFlintthenstartedthecarandimmediatelysteppedonthegas!

TheyneededtoheadtoYamiletFae’shomerightnow!

“AreyoureallysurethattheEmberLordwillbehidingthere,Gerald…?”askedReyontheirwaythere.

Shakinghishead,Geraldthenrepliedwithaseriousexpression,“Tobequitehonest,I’mnottoosure.

Afterall,theEmberLordisameticulouspersonwhoneverplaysbytherules.Myguessisthatthe

numberswillleadustothenextvictim,butinfindingthatvictim,we’llsurelygetonestepcloserto

wheretheEmberLordishiding!”



Hearingthat,Reythennoddedinunderstanding…

Afteraboutfortyminutesofdriving,thetriofinallyarrivedattheEmberLord’sgrandmother’shouse.

Yamiletlivedinasmall,remotevillage,andthetriosoonfoundthemselveswalkingalongtheroadinthe

village.

Sincetheydidn’tmeetanyonealongtheway,itwasquicklymadeevidentthatthevillagehadveryfew

residents.Whatmore,despitethefactthattherewerequiteanumberofhousesinthearea,manyof

themwerelockedandshowedsignsofbeingunoccupiedforaratherlongtime…

Thenagain,itwasn’tallthatsurprising.Afterall,thecitywasmuchbetterdevelopedthanthisplace.

Withthatinmind,whowouldbewillingtocontinuesufferinginsuchaplacewhentheycouldlivein

muchbetterhomes?

Regardless,afterwalkingforquiteawhile,theyfinallycameacrossaplainlydressedperson.Withhow

oldhisclotheslooked,allthreeofthemassumedthathewasjustafarmerlivinghere.

“Hellothere!”calledoutOldFlint.

Hearingthat,theoldmaninstantlyturnedtofacethetrio,lookingrathersurprisedthatoutsiderswould

evencometothisvillage.

“…Yes?Who…areyou?”askedtheoldman,soundingslightlyfrightened.

“Don’tworry,I’mjustfromtheGrandCouncil!Cuttingstraighttothechase,I’dliketoknowifyouknow

whereYamiletlives?”repliedOldFlint.



HearingthatOldFlintwasfromtheGrandCouncil,thefarmerloweredhisguardbeforeasking,“…I’m

sorry,who…?”

“YamiletFaes!She’sanoldlady!”repeatedOldFlint.

“Oh,you’relookingforher?Shepassedawaysometimeago!Doyouhavebusinesswithher…?”asked

thefarmer.

Ofcourse,OldFlintandtheothertwoalreadyknewthatshewasdead.

“Weknowaboutthat,butwestillneedtogotoherhome.There’ssomethingweneedthere!”

explainedOldFlint.

“Oh!Well,ifthat’sthecase,I’llbringyouthere!”repliedtheoldfarmerashecheerfullyagreedtohelp.

Delighted,OldFlintthenreplied,“I’mgladtohearthat!Thankyou,goodsir!”

Nowthatsomeonewasleadingtheway,theydidn’thavetogolookingaroundforherplaceanymore.

Withthefarmer’sguidance,allthreeofthemsoonarrivedatYamiletFaes’shome.

Whileitwasasimplewoodencottagethathadfallenintodisrepairovertheyears,thedoorstill

appearedtobelocked.



Lookingatthestateofthehouse,Raycouldn’thelpbutmutter,“…I…don’tthinktheEmberLordwould

hideinsuchashabbyandcreepyplace,Gerald…!”
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“Hehe,Rey,don’tforgetthatEmberLordisnolongerahuman.He’sevencreepierthanaghost.Doyou

thinkhewillbescaredhidinginthisplace?”

GeraldchuckledandremindedRey.

WhenReyheardhim,hefoundthatitsomehowmadesense.

“Youcantakealook,andIshallleave,then!”

Theoldmansaidtothethree.

“Okay,oldman.Thanksalotforyourhelp!”

OldFlintthankedtheoldmanquickly.

“Don’tmentionit!”



Theoldmanrespondedbywavinghishand.

Aftertheoldmanhadleft,Geraldandtheothertwostoodinfrontofthewoodencottage,staringatit

blankly.

Theydidn’tknowwhattodo.Theycouldn’tenterthecottage,nordidtheyknowhowtogetintoit.

“Gerald,OldFlint,whatshouldwedonow?Kickthedooropen?”

ReylookedatGeraldandOldFlintandasked.

“No,that’snonsense.Trespassingisnotright!”

OldFlintstoppedReyimmediately.

AlthoughYamiletFaeswasnolongeralive,thiscottagestillbelongedtoher.So,theycouldnotsimply

dowhattheywanted.

“Then,whatshouldwedo?Wedon’thavethekey.”

Reysighedhelplessly.

“We’llwaituntilnighttimeandseeifEmberLordwillmakeanappearancehere!”



Afterawhile,Geraldsuggested.

Andso,theyjustwaitedtherejustasGeraldhadsuggested.

Thewaitlastedforafewhours.

Theywaiteduntileighto’clock,butstill,EmberLorddidnotappear.

Thewholesurroundingfellintodarknessandstillness.

Beinginsuchadarkenvironmentcouldreallyintensifythefearinone’sheart.

ApartfromGerald,ReyandOldFlintshrunktheirnecksandpulledtheirclothestighter.

“Gerald,it’sbeensolong.It’ssodarkalready,dowestillhavetowait?”

ReylookedatGeraldandasked.

“Yeah.Gerald.Whydon’twegetbackintothecar?It’satleastbetterthanstayinginthecoldlikethis!”

OldFlint,whowasbesidethem,quicklymadeasuggestion.

WhenGeraldheardthis,henoddedinagreement.



SeeingGeraldagree,OldFlintandReyinstantlyfeltdelighted.

Afterthat,thethreegotupandwerereadytoleave.

Justthen,alightshonefromthewoods.

Assoonasthelightcameon,itcaughtGeraldandthetwo’sattentionimmediately.Theywerealerted

andsquatteddownagainimmediately.

“Youthree?”

Then,theyheardthevoiceoftheoldmanfromjustnow.

Hearinghisvoicemadethethreebreatheasighofrelief.

Theyhadthoughtthatitwassomeoneelse.Apparently,itwashim.

Geraldandthetwogotoutofthebushesrightaway.

“Oldman,whyareyoustilloutwanderingaroundatthislatehour?”

OldFlintaskedtheoldmandoubtfully.

“Isawthatyouhavebeenwaitinghereforsolong.So,Icametocheckonyou!”



Theoldmansmiledandanswered.

“We’refine.We’rejustwaitingforsomeonehere!”

OldFlinthurriedlyexplainedtotheoldmanashedidnotwanttheoldmantosensethatsomethingwas

wrong.Chapter1782

“Eh,it’salreadysolate!I’msurethepersonyouarewaitingforwillnotcome.Come,let’sgotomy

placeandrest!”

Theoldmansighedandproposedtothethree.

WhenOldFlintheardhim,heturnedaroundimmediatelyandlookedatGerald,seekinghisopinion.

Geraldsawhisreactionandnoddedsubtly.

Sincetheyhadnootherchoice,fornow,theycouldonlyrestattheoldman’splace.

Besides,theskywasalreadyverydark,anditwasnotsafe.Whoknewwhatwouldbelingeringoutside?

Aftertheconversation,Geraldandtheothersfollowedtheoldmanandleftthewoodencottage.

TheoldmanbroughtGeraldandtheotherstohishouse.Althoughitwasnotveryold,itlookedlikeit

shouldhavebeenrebuiltbefore.



“Oldman,areyoutheonlyoneleftinthevillage?”

Oncetheywereintheoldman’shouse,OldFlintaskedcuriously.

“Hehe!”Theoldmanchuckled.

“Yes.Theothershavemovedintothecitiesalready.I’mtheonlyonelefthere!”

Afterhechuckled,heanswered.

“Then,whydidn’tyoumoveintothecity?Isn’titmorecomfortablelivinginthecity?”

OldFlintcontinuedtoask.

“Alas,Ihavenorelativesorchildren.Idon’twanttoliveinthecityanyway.It’sgoodlivinghere.I’m

usedtolivinghere!”Theoldmanspokewithabittersmile.

Theycouldhearthehelplessnessintheoldman’svoice.

Havingnofamilymemberatanoldagewasindeedpitiful.

Perhapsthiswasthedestinyofthisoldman.Hewasdestinedtoliveinthemountainsforhiswholelife.

Itwasnotbadforfallenleavestoreturntotheirroots.



“Right,whoareyouwaitingforactually?”

TheoldmanaskedOldFlint.

“Oldman,didyouknowthatYamiletFaeshasagrandsonnamedEmberLord?”

Afterapause,OldFlintaskedtheoldman.

Oncetheoldmanheardthat,hewasstartledforamoment,andthenhesaid,“Yes,Iknowhim.

SpeakingaboutEmberLord,heisindeedagoodyounglad.Hewastheonewhospentmoneytohelp

merebuildmyhouse.Heusedtobeanobedientboy.Sometimes,hewouldstayherewithhis

grandmother.Sometimes,hewouldcometomyplacetoplaywithme.However,afterhisgrandmother

passedaway,hehasnevercomeback!”

Theoldmansighedasherecountedhisstory.

“Oh?Oldman,didyoufindanythingstrangelately?Ormaybesomethinghappenedinthewooden

cottageofYamiletFaes?”

Afterthat,OldFlintaskedtheoldman.

SincetheoldmanknewEmberLord,thenumberEmberLordhadgiventhemwouldnotbethatsimple.

“Ididn’thearanything.IwouldpassbythewoodencottageeverydaywhenIgoupanddownthehill,

butI’veneverheardanynoise.”



TheoldmansaidtoOldFlint.

“Youguysareaskingaboutitsomuch.Whatishappeninghereexactly?WhathasEmberLorddone?”

Theoldmanaskedinconfusion.

“It’snothing,oldman.We’rehisfriends.It’sjustthatwecouldn’tkeepintouchwithhimlately,sowe

wantedtocomehereandcheckifheishere!”

OldFlintquicklymadeupanexcusetoexplainittotheoldman.

“Oh,Isee.”

Aftertheoldmanheardhisexplanation,hedidn’tsuspectanythingandsimplynoddedhishead.

Geraldandtheotherssatinthehouseuntillateatnight.

However,noneofthemfellasleep.

Itwasn’tthattheydidn’twantto,butitwasbecausetheydidn’tdareto.

Iftheyfellasleep,nobodyknewwhatwouldhappen,muchlessifEmberLordwouldappear.

Creak!

Suddenly,thedoorwasopened.



Afterthesoundofthedoorbeingopenedwasheard,thesoundofthedoorbeingclosedwasheard

immediatelyafter.
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Thethreequicklylookedoutsideonlytoseethattheoldmanhadleftthehousealone,carryingabasket

withhimasheheadedtowardYamiletFaes’woodencottage.

Seeingthis,thethreeexchangedglances.

Theyfounditratherstrangethattheoldmanwouldwanttogooutinthemiddleofthenightcarryinga

basket.Therehadtobesomesecretunknowntopeoplehiddenbehindit.

Soonafter,Geraldandthetwogotoutofthehouseandfollowedtheoldmanquietly.

Theyfollowedtheoldmanallthewaytothewoodencottage.Then,theysawhimtakeoutakeyfrom

hispockettounlockthedoor.

Oncethedoorwasunlocked,theoldmansurveyedhissurroundingscarefully.Aftermakingsurethatno

onewasaround,onlythendidhepushthedooropenandwalkinwithreassurance.

Geraldandthetwoothersalsowalkedtothewoodencottageimmediatelyandstoodinfrontofit.



“Gerald,itlooksliketheoldmanmustbehidingsomethingfromus.Heactuallyhasthekeytothis

house!”

ReywhisperedtoGerald.

Now,itcouldbeseenthattheoldmanwasnotassimpleashelooked.Hemusthavesomekindof

relationshipwithEmberLord.

“Rey,OldFlint,youtwoshouldhide.I’llgoinandtakealookfirst!”

Later,GeraldinstructedReyandOldFlint.

Hearinghiswords,ReyandOldFlintdidnotobject,Instead,theynoddedinagreementrightaway.Then,

theyquicklyretreatedtoabushnearbyandhidinthere.

AsforGerald,hewenttothesideofthewoodencottageandsatbesidethewall.Then,hefreedhissoul

fromhisbody.

OfcourseGeraldwouldnotenterthehousedirectly.Otherwise,hewouldalertthemandbediscovered

bytheoldman.

Oncehehadfreedhissoul,Geraldwentintothewoodencottageandstartedsearchingupanddown.

Whenhewentupstairs,hecouldheartheoldman’svoice.Itsoundedasthoughhewastalkingto

someone.



Soon,aftertheoldmanfinishedtalking,thevoiceofEmberLordwasheard.

Geraldknewitwashimthemomentheheardhisvoice.EmberLordhadindeedhiddeninthisplace.

Geralddidn’texpectthatthisoldmanwashidingitsowellandthatheindeedhadarelationshipwith

EmberLord.

“EmberLord,thosethreewhoarelookingforyoumustbelookingfortroublewithyou,right?”

Theoldmanasked.

EmberLordsatonthechairandsnorted.

“Hmph,thosethreewanttocatchme.Itlooksliketheyaresmartenoughtofindthisplace!”

“It’snotthatwearesmart,butitwasyouwhogaveustheclue,EmberLord!”

ThemomentEmberLordfinishedtalking,Gerald’svoicerangintheroom.Then,Geraldappearedin

frontofEmberLordandtheoldman.

“GeraldCrawford!”

AtthesightofGerald,EmberLordwasenraged.



HeyelledangrilyandchargedtowardGerald,wantingtotearGeraldintopieces.

GeraldreactedquicklyandkickedEmberLordaway.

Now,sinceGeraldwasalsoahalf-phantom,hewasnotafraidofEmberLordatall.Everythinghadto

cometoanendtoday.

“EmberLord,Iamnotgoingtoletyouescapeagaintoday!”

GeraldglaredatEmberLordandsaid.

Havingsaidthat,GeraldthrewouttheSoulChaininhishand.

TheSoulChainflewtowardEmberLordandboundhimtightly.

Ofcourse,EmberLordwasn’tthateasytodealwith.Hemorphedintoablackmiasmaandcharged

towardGerald.

GeraldsummonedhisAstrabyssSwordswiftlyandsentoutaspiritbladetowardEmberLord.

Whentheoldmansawthis,heranforwardandthrewhimselfinfrontoftheblackmiasma,notwanting

toletGerald’sspiritbladehurtEmberLord.

Swish!

Thespiritbladepassedthroughthebodyoftheoldman.
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Atthesametime,theblackmiasmaofEmberLordwrappedaroundtheoldman.

Soonafter,theblackmiasmaabsorbedthesoulandenergyoftheoldman,directlyturningtheoldman

intoadrycorpse.

ThissurprisedEmberLordverymuch.Hedidn’texpectthiswouldbetheoutcome.Moreover,henever

expectedthattheoldmanwouldactuallyblocktheattackfromGeraldforhim.

“EmberLord,you’vekilledanotherinnocentpersonagain!”

GeraldshoutedatEmberLordangrily.

Havingsaidthat,GeralddecidedtousehisforbiddentechniquetocompletelydestroyEmberLord.

Atthismoment,EmberLordhadtotallylostconsciousness.Hestoodtheremotionlessly,almostasifhe

hadlosthissoul.

“ThousandSectDestructionTechnique!”

GeraldshoutedandthrewtheAstrabyssSwordinhishanddirectlyatEmberLord.



WhentheswordpiercedintoEmberLord’sbody,itimmediatelyemittedabrightlightandengulfed

EmberLordcompletely.

“Argh!”

EmberLordshrieked.

Thenextsecond,EmberLordwasturnedintoashes.

Atlast,GeraldhadwipedoutEmberLord.

Finally,GeraldhadavengedthevillagersofMoonsetVillage.

Whentheyheardthecommotioninthewoodencottage,OldFlintrushedinwithReyandwentstraight

tothesecondfloor.

Whentheysawthedrycorpseoftheoldmanandapileofashes,theywereextremelyshocked.

“This…Whatisgoingonhere?!”

Theydidn’tseeGeraldanywhere.



Afterafewseconds,Geraldcamefromdownstairs.

“Huh?Gerald,whydidyoucomeinfromoutside?Didn’tyoucomeinsidealready?”

OldFlintstaredatGeraldinsurpriseandasked.

“I’vefinishedoffEmberLord!”

Geralddidnotanswer.Instead,hepointedtothepileofashesandtoldOldFlint.

OldFlintlookedatthepileofasheswithasurprisedlookonhisface.

“AreyoutellingmethatthisisEmberLord?!”

OldFlintaskedagainindisbelief.

Geraldnodded.Then,heturnedaroundandleftthehouse.

OldFlintandReyexchangedglances,buttheydidnotbothersayinganythingelse.Theyjustfollowed

himout.

Afterleavingthewoodencottage,thethreereturnedtotheircar.

Oncetheygotintothecar,theystartedtheengineandleftthevillageimmediately.



Atlonglast,EmberLordwasdead,andGeraldcouldfinallybreatheasighofrelief.

“OldFlint,pleasesendushome.Youhavebeenworkingveryhardlately.Thismatterisfinally

consideredsettled!”

Sittinginthecar,GeraldlookedatOldFlint,whowasdriving,andsaid.

OldFlintnoddedinagreementwhenheheardhim.

OfcourseheknewwhatGeraldmeant.

“Thankyou,Gerald!”

OldFlintthankedGeraldaswell.

Ifitwasn’tbecauseoftheclueGeraldhadfound,theywouldn’thavefoundthisplaceatall,andthey

wouldn’thavebeenabletofindEmberLordandfinishhim.

AlthoughOldFlintwassomeonefromtheGrandCouncil,heagreedwithGerald’swayoftacklingthis

matter.

Afterall,EmberLorddeservedtodie,andhisdeathwasnotregrettableatall.
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Thenextmorning,asGeraldandReywerestillsleeping,thedoorbellwokethemup.

Reywalkedoutoftheroomtothedoorhalfasleepandopenedit.

Oncethedoorwasopened,hesawafewmeninuniformsstandingoutside.Atthesightofthelogoon

theiruniforms,heknewthattheywerefromtheGrandCouncil.

“Excuseme,areMr.GeraldCrawfordandMr.ReyLeightonhere?”

Oneoftheinspectorsenteredthehouseandasked.

Reynoddedandreplied,“I’mRey.Whatisit?”

“Takehimaway!”

OnceheheardRey’swords,theinspectororderedhismen,andimmediately,twoinspectorscame

forwardandgrabbedRey’sarms,dragginghimoutside.

“Hey,whatareyoudoing?!”

Reyshoutedimmediately.

ThecommotionwokeGerald,Juno,andNoriup.



Theygotoutoftheirroomsquickly.

“Whoareyou?”

WhenGeraldcameout,helookedatthepeoplefromtheGrandCouncilinsurpriseandasked.

“YoumustbeMr.GeraldCrawford.WesuspectthatyouarerelatedtothedeathofChiefLake,whois

alsoknownasOldFlint.So,wewanttobringyoubackforaninvestigationnow!”

Astheinspectorwastalking,hetookoutanarrestwarrantandshowedittoGerald.

“Wait.Whatdidyousay?ChiefLakeisdead?!”

Geraldwasstunnedwhenheheardthis.

ThisnewswasreallytoosurprisingtoGerald.

TheyhadstillbeenwithOldFlintearlythismorning.Howcouldhebedeadnow?!Thiswassimplytoo

bizarre.

“Mr.Crawford,Ihopeyouwillcooperatewithus!”



TheinspectorwaswellawareofGerald’sidentity.So,hemaintainedagentletonewhenhewastalking

toGerald.

“Alright.Pleaseletusgetdressedbeforegoingwithyou!”

Geraldhadnoproblemwithitandagreedtoitrightaway.

Soonafter,GeraldandReygotchangedandleftwiththeinspectorsoftheGrandCouncil.

OnthewaytotheGrandCouncil,Geraldremainedsilentinthecar.

OldFlint’sdeathwascompletelyunexpected.Geraldtrulyhadnoideahowhehaddied.

Itseemedliketherewassomethingweirdinregardstothis.

Soon,GeraldandReywerebroughttotheGrandCouncilandintoseparateinterrogationroomsfor

questioning.

Afterawhile,twoinspectorspushedthedooropenandsatdown.

“Mr.Crawford,canyoutellmewhereyouwentwithChiefLakelastnight?Whatdidyoudothere?”

OneoftheinspectorsstaredatGeraldandasked.

“WewenttoEmberLord’shomelastnight,”Geraldtoldtheinspector.



“Whattimedidyoucomeback?”askedtheinspector.

“Abouttwoo’clockinthemorning.ItwasChiefLakewhodroveushome.Afterthat,heleftonhisown,”

Geraldrepliedseriously.

“Didyoutwostayinyourhouseafterthat?Didyougooutatall?”questionedtheinspector.

Geraldfrowned.

“Isuggestthatyoudonotwasteyourtimeonthetwoofus.DoyouhonestlythinkwewouldkillChief

Lake?Besides,thereareCCTVsalongthestreetwhereChiefLakemetwiththeaccident.Whydon’tyou

retrievethefootageandwatchit?”

Geralddidn’twanttokeeponansweringthequestionsanymore,soheaskedtheinspectorinreturn.

HearingGerald’swords,theinspectorwasspeechless.

Indeed,whatGeraldhadjustsaiddidmakesense.

Intruth,theyhadbroughtGeraldandReybackjusttograspthesituation.

NoevidenceshowedthatitwasGeraldandReywhohadkilledOldFlint.

However,apartfromthetwoofthem,OldFlinthadnothadanycontactwithotherpeople.

VisitchapterlistfornextchapterChapter1786



TheyhadindeedwatchedtheCCTVfootage.

Whentheaccidenthappened,therewasnooneandnoothercararound.Moreover,OldFlintwasthe

onlyoneinhiscar.

So,thatmeantthatthesituationwhenOldFlinthadmetwiththeaccidentwasutterlybizarre.

Inthefootage,OldFlint’scarhadsimplyskiddedandrolledoutofcontrolonitsownallofasudden.

GeraldandReywereonlyreleasedintheafternoon.

TheytookacabbacktotheofficeoncetheyhadlefttheGrandCouncil.

Onthewayback,ReylookedatGeraldwithaverypuzzledlookandasked,“Gerald,whatdoyouthinkof

OldFlint’sdeath?Howdidhedie?”

Gerald’sfacewasverygrave.Hewasnotsureaboutiteither.However,hewassurethattheincident

wascertainlynotthatsimple.

“DoesthismeanEmberLordisnotdeadyet?”

Thenextsecond,aboldideacameacrossRey’smind.

Geraldfeltthatthepossibilityofthisspeculationwasverytiny.Afterall,EmberLordhaddiedbeforehis

eyes.Howcouldhestillbealive?



“Let’sgobackfirst.Maybeitreallywasjustanaccident!”

GeraldtoldRey.

Soon,theyarrivedbackattheoffice.

“Gerald,Rey,youtwoareback!Areyoualright?”

Seeingthemreturn,Junohurriedforwardandaskedtheminconcern.

WhentheyweretakenawaybythepeoplefromtheGrandCouncil,ithadreallymadeJunoandNori

worry.

Butnow,seeingthemreturnsafeandsound,theywererelieved.

“We’refine.Wejustwenttheretohelpwiththeinvestigation!”

GeraldsmiledgentlyandexplainedtoJuno.

“Bytheway,didyouguysfindEmberLordthistime?”



JunohandedaglassofwaterovertoGeraldandasked.

Geraldtookthewaterandtookasip.Heanswered,“Wefoundhim,andIhavekilledhim!”

Hearingthis,Junoinstantlyfeltrelieved,seeingasthemurderousmonsterhadfinallybeen

exterminated.

“ButwhataboutOldFlint’sdeath?Isawthenewsjustnow,sayingthathisdeathwasverystrange.It

doesn’tseemtobecausedbyahuman?”

Immediatelyafterward,Junogotcuriousagainandasked.

“I’mnotsureaboutthat.Whenwecamebacklastnight,OldFlintwasstillfine.Nothingspecial

happenedalongtheway.”

Geraldsaidwithagloomyface.

Everythingthathadhappenedmadepeoplefeelratheruncomfortable.

“Sigh.”

JunosighedheavilywhensheheardwhatGeraldhadsaid.

Knock!Knock!Knock!

Rightatthatmoment,someoneknockedatthedooroftheoffice.



“Rey,goandseewhoitis.”

WhenGeraldheardit,hetoldReytoanswerthedoor.

Reystoodupandwalkedtothedoor,onlytoseeadeliveryboystandingoutside.

Heopenedthedoorandwalkedout.

“Hello,doesMr.GeraldCrawfordlivehere?There’saparcelforhim!”

ThedeliveryboysaidtoReywithasmilingface.

“Yes.”

Reyrepliedimmediatelyandsignedfortheparcel.

“Gerald,there’saparcelforyou!”

ReytoldGeraldwhenhecameback.

“Aparcelforme?”

Geraldwaspuzzledwhenheheardhim.Hehadn’tboughtanything.Whywouldhereceiveaparcel?
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Theparcelwasasmallsquarebox.

Geraldshooktheboxgently,buttherewasn’tanysoundcomingfromthebox.

“Let’sseewhosentittoyou!”

Juno,whowassittingattheside,remindedGerald.

Geraldquicklycheckedtheinformationonthesender.Apartfromhisnameandaddress,therewasno

informationaboutthesender.

Geraldandtheotherswerebaffledbywhattheywereseeing.WhocouldhavesentGeraldtheparcel?

Whatexactlywasintheparcel?

Geraldwasnotinarushtoopentheparcel.Hefeltthattherewasaproblemwithit.Maybe,itwasa

scheme.

“Backoff,youguys!”

Geraldtoldhisfriends.

UponhearingGerald’swords,Reyandthegirlsstoodupimmediatelyandmovedbackward.

Geraldpickedupasmallknifeandslashedtheboxopenwithextremeprecision.



Oncetheboxhadbeenslashed,thelidpoppedopen.

Geraldlookedattheboxcarefully.Aftermakingsureitwassafe,onlythenwasherelieved,andhe

signaledhisfriendstocomeforward.

ThethreewalkedtowardGeraldandstoodbesidehimoncemore.

“Gerald,whatexactlyisinthebox?”

Reyaskedcuriously.

Geraldputdownthesmallknife.Then,hegrabbedtheboxandopenedit.

Therewasonlyapurpleenvelopeinthebox.

“It’sapurpleenvelopeagain!”

WhenReysawtheenvelope,heyelpedinsurprise.

ThepurpleenvelopeswouldkeeponappearingwhenEmberLordwasstillalive.Nowthathewasdead,

theydidn’texpectthatitwouldappearagain.



“Gerald,isn’tEmberLorddeadalready?Whyisthispurpleenvelopeappearingagain?!”

ReyaskedGerald,lookingathimindisbelief.

Geraldalsocockedhiseyebrows.Helookedveryserious.

Hereckonedthisincidentwascertainlynotsimple,asifeverythinghadnotendedyet.

“Come,let’sgotothecouriercompany!”

Soonafter,GeraldregainedhissensesandsuggestedtoRey.

Then,GeraldlefttheofficewithReyandheadedtothecouriercompany.Hewantedtoknowwhohad

senthimtheparcel.

Afterashortwhile,theyarrivedatthecouriercompany.

Oncetheyenteredtheoffice,Geraldstartedlookingfortheperson-in-charge.

“Hello,mayIknowwhosentmethisparcel?”

Geraldhandedtheboxtotheperson-in-chargeandasked.

Whentheperson-in-chargetooktheparcel,hesaidsomethingthatmadeGeraldandReydumbfounded.



“Thiscourierboxisnotourcompany’scourierbox,andthepackagingisnoteither!”Hesaidtothetwo.

“What?It’snotyourcompany’scourierbox?Howcanthisbe?!Itwasclearlydeliveredbyadeliveryboy

fromyourcompanyjustnow.”

Reytoldtheperson-in-chargeimmediately.

SeeingasGeraldandReyrefusedtobelievehim,theperson-in-chargebroughtthemintohisoffice.

“Look.Thisisthestandardcourierboxandpackagingofourcompany.So,thisboxisreallynotfromour

company!”

Theperson-in-chargepointedattheboxesandexplainedtothem.

Now,GeraldandReywerecompletelyperplexed.

Iftheparcelwasn’tfromthiscompany,wherediditcomefrom?

“CanImeetthedeliveryboywhosentustheboxjustnow?”

Then,Geraldproposedtotheperson-in-charge.

“Sure,noproblem!”

Theperson-in-chargewasveryhelpfulandagreedtoitrightaway.



Soon,hecalledthedeliveryboyoutforGeraldandRey.

“Rey,ishetheone?”Chapter1788

GeraldlookedatthedeliveryboyandaskedRey.

“Yes,that’sright,Gerald.Itwashimwhosenttheparcel.”

Reynoddedfirmlyandsaid.

“What’swrong?Isthereanyproblem,misters?”

Thedeliveryboystandinginfrontofthemaskedinpuzzlement,notknowingwhatwashappening.

“Letmeaskyou.Thisparcelwasdeliveredbyyoujustnow.Wheredidyougetitfrom?”

Geraldstaredatthedeliveryboyandquestionedhim.

ThedeliveryboytooktheboxfromGeraldandtookalook.

“That’sright.Itwasmewhodeliveredtheparcel.Ialsowonderedwhytherewasonlythereceiver’s

nameandaddressontheparcel,andthepackagingwasdifferent.Iaskedaboutitforalmostaday,but

noonebotheredtoanswerme,soIcouldonlydeliveritaccordingtotheaddress!”



Thedeliveryboyadmittedthathewastheonewhohaddeliveredtheparcel,buthehimselfdidnot

knowwhothesenderwas.

Uponhearingthis,GeraldandReyexchangedglances.

Theinvestigationcametohaltoncemore.Thecluedidn’thelpthemtofindoutthesender.

“Okay.Thanksforthetrouble!”

Later,GeraldthankedthedeliveryboyandleftwithRey.

“Gerald,doyouthinkEmberLordistrulydead?”

Whentheywereinthecar,ReyaskedGeraldagain.

“It’simpossiblethathe’snot.Iwitnessedhisdeathwithmyowneyes.Howcouldhestillbealive?”

GeralddeniedRey’sspeculationdirectly.Hedidn’tbelieveEmberLordwasstillalive.

“Then,this…”

“Forgetit.We’llgobackandseewhat’swrittenintheletterfirst.”



Leftwithnochoice,Geraldcouldonlychoosetostudythepurpleenvelopefirst.

IfGeraldhadguesseditcorrectly,thereshouldbenumbersontheletter,justlikethepreviousone.

Whentheygotbacktotheoffice,Geraldimmediatelyopenedthepurpleenvelope.

Atthesightofit,Geraldwastotallybaffled.Hehadguesseditwronglythistime.Therewasn’tany

numberonit,butapatternoftheStarofDavid.

“It’sapattern?It’snotthesameasbefore!”

Geraldexclaimedwhenhesawit,hisfacefullofdisbelief.Itwasindeeddifferentthistime.

LookingatthepatternoftheStarofDavid,Geraldsankintocontemplation.

Immediatelyafterward,ReysearchedforinformationabouttheStarofDavidonline.

“Gerald,thisisalltheinformationabouttheStarofDavid.Youcantakealook!”

ReyhandedthetabletovertoGerald.

Geraldtookthetabletandstartedreadingwhenheheardthat.

Afterreadingforawhile,Gerald’sfacestartedturningdark.



Andrightatthatmoment,Gerald’sphonerang.

Geraldfishedouthisphoneandfoundthatitwasanunknownnumber.

Afterhesitatingforawhile,heansweredthecall.

“Hello.Who’sthis?”

Oncethecallwasconnected,Geraldaskedthecallerinadeepvoice,onlytohearaman’ssinistervoice

ontheotherendofthephone.

“Mr.Crawford,youshouldhavereceivedthepresentIsentyou!”

WhenGeraldheardhisvoice,hefrowned.

“Whoareyou?”

Geraldaskedthemanontheotherendofthephone.

“Hehe,don’tbesonervous.!I’mjustanobodywhowantstoplayagamewithyou!”

ThemanlaughedwickedlyandsaidtoGeraldwithouttellingGeraldhisidentity.

“Playagame?Hmph,Ihavenotimetoplaywithyou.Ifyouaretryingtoplayaprank,sorry,youhave

thewrongperson!”



Geraldsnortedcoldlywhenheheardwhatthemanhadsaid.
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“Gerald,whowasit?”ReylookedatGeraldandasked.

“Idon’tknow.Itwasaman.Hewastheonewhosenttheletter,andhetoldmethathewantstoplaya

gamewithme.He’snuts!”Geraldsaidhelplessly.

Whattimewasitalreadythathestillwantedtoplayagamewithhim?!Geralddidn’twanttobotherso

muchaboutthis.

IthadindeedmadethemalittleanxioustothepointthattheyhadthoughtitwasEmberLordandhe

hadnotdied.

Asfortheidentityofthisman,Geraldwasuninterestedtoknowaboutit.

AfterhearingwhatGeraldhadsaid,thethreedidnotaskanymorequestions.Theyfeltthatitmightjust

beaprank.

However,everythingwasnotassimpleasGeraldhadthought.

Thatday,GeraldbroughtReyouttobuysomegroceries.



Theyhadnotbeenabletorestproperlyforalongtime.So,theydecidedtobuysomegoodfoodand

cookaheartymealtogether.

GeraldandReywenttothesupermarket.Whentheycameout,bothofthemwerecarryingtwobig

bagsintheirhands.

Boom!

Suddenly,aloudexplosionwasheard.

Theimpactoftheexplosionwassostrongthattheentiresurroundingwasshaken.Theglassof

countlesscarsandshopswasshatteredbytheexplosion.

AsforGeraldandRey,theywerethrowntothegroundbytheforce.Everythingintheirhandsscattered

allovertheplace.

That’sright.Acarnotfarawayfromthemhadexploded.

“Gerald,it’sourcar!”

Reyrealizedsomethingandlookedatthecarthathadbeenblownup.Then,heshoutedinshockat

Gerald.

Geraldgotupandwentforwardtotakealook.



Atthesightofit,sureenough,itwashiscar.

Atthatmoment,thecarhadalreadybeencompletelydestroyed,stillburninginthehugefire.

Soonafter,peoplefromtheGrandCouncilandthefirefighterscametothesceneandstartedexamining

thecarafterputtingoutthefire.

Andso,GeraldandReywereinvitedtotheGrandCouncilonceagain.

“Afterourinvestigation,wefoundthatsomeonehadinstalledakindoffuseinyourcar.Thefirefighters

foundsomefragmentsatthescene.Itseemslikeyourcarwasdeliberatelytamperedwithbysomebody.

Anyway,it’sfortunatethatbothofyouwerenotinthecarandescapedthecatastrophe!”

AninspectorcameinwiththedocumentsandexplainedthemtoGeraldandRey.

“Doyouknowwhodidthistoyou?”askedtheinspector.

Geraldwasstartledforawhile.Then,hereplied,“No.Maybeitwasjustaprank.”

However,whenGeraldsaidthat,notonlydidtheinspectornotbelieveit,evenGeraldhimselfandRey

didnotbelieveit.

Nevertheless,Geralddidn’twantpeoplefromtheGrandCounciltogetinvolvedwiththis.Itlookedlike

thisincidenthadsomethingtodowiththemanwhohadcalledhimlasttime.



Now,Geraldwasenraged.

Hedidn’texpectthatthemanwoulddaretolayhandsonhim.Sincethatwasthecase,Geraldwould

definitelynotlethimgo.

Afterthat,GeraldandReycompletedtheformalitiesandlefttheGrandCouncil,returningtotheiroffice

bytakingacab.

Seeingthetwocomebackintact,Juno’sheavyheartwaslightenedoncemore.

Uponreceivingthenewsofthecarexplosion,theyhadbeenveryscaredandworried.

Ring!Ring!

Justthen,Gerald’smobilephonerang.

Geralddidn’tevenhavetoguess.Healreadyknewitmustbethestrangemancalling.

Hepickedupthecallrightaway.

“B*stard,whatexactlydoyouwant?!IfIfindyou,Iwillkillyou!”
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Geraldcursedatthemanangrily.

“Hehe,chill,Mr.Crawford.Iwasjustjokingwithyou.Afterall,itwasyouwhodidnotwanttoplaythe

gamewithme.”

Themanlaughedandrepliedinaneerievoice.

Itwasjustajoke?!

Ithadbeenabigexplosion,butthismanhadactuallysaidthatitwasjustasmalljoke.Itwasreally

drivingGeraldcrazy.

“Whatexactlydoyouwanttoplay?”

Geraldcalmedhimselfdownandquestionedthemanoverthephone.

“Hehe!Mr.Crawford,Iknowyourability,andI’mveryimpressedwithyourpower.So,youaretheonly

onewhocanplaythegamewithme.

Doyoustillrememberthepurpleletter?There’sapatternoftheStarofDavidonthepaper.

Thepatternrepresentseachdifferentarea,andadifferentthingwillhappenineachoftheareas.Itmay

beapersonorathing,andeverythingdependsonyoutodiscoverityourself.



Right,sinceit’sagame,theremustbeawinandaloss.

Ifyouwin,Iwillgiveyoutheaddresstosaveapersonsothatyoucangoandsavehim.Ofcourse,ifyou

lose,thepersoncanonlydie!”

ThestrangemanexplainedtherulesofthegametoGerald.

“Youb*stard!WhatifIdon’tagreewithit?”Geraldshoutedangrilyagain.

“Ha!Ha!Ha!Mr.Crawford,perhapsyouhavefeltthepoweroftheexplosion?Ifyoudon’tplaywithme,

Ican’tguaranteewherethenextexplosionwillhappen.

Andyouwillhavetoberesponsibleforthedeathofthosepeoplebecauseyouwerethecauseoftheir

deaths!”

WhenthestrangemanheardwhatGeraldhadsaid,heburstoutlaughingashereplied.

“Okay,Mr.Crawford.Thedecisionisyourstomake.Therewillbeanotherletterforyoutomorrow

morning.Youcandecidewhetheryouwanttoplaywithmeornot!”

Then,thestrangemanremindedGeraldoncemorebeforehangingupthecall.Hedidn’tgiveGeraldany

chancetospeak.



Geraldthrewhismobilephoneawayangrily.

“Gerald,whatdoeshewantexactly?”

Reyasked,frowning.

“Itlookslikewehavenochoicebuttoplaywithhim!”

Geraldhadnootherchoicebuttohelplesslycompromise.

Moreover,hestilldidnotknowtheidentityoftheman.Therefore,hecouldonlylookforcluesbasedon

whathehadtoldhim.

Fromwhathehadsaid,Geraldwassurethatthestrangemenhadsomehostagesinhishands.IfGerald

didn’tplaythegame,thehostageswouldbeindanger.Bythen,Geraldwouldtrulybecomeasinner.

Thatnight,Geralddidn’tsleep,ortobemoreprecise,hecouldn’tsleepatall.

Thenextmorning,Geraldwenttotheofficealone.

Themomenthearrivedatthedoorway,Geraldsawanenvelopelyingonthefloorinfrontofthedoor.It

wasthatfamiliarpurpleenvelopeagain.

Geraldpickeduptheenveloperightaway.Heopenedthedoorandstartedreadingtheletter.

Onceopened,therewasapaperwithonlyonesentencewrittenonit.



‘Waterfliesstraightdownthreethousandfeet.’

Seeingthisphrase,Geraldfellintoconfusion.

Wasn’titaphrasefromaclassicalpoem?

Whatdidhemeanbythis?

Whatwasthehiddenmessagebehindthis?

Soonafter,Geraldturnedonhiscomputerandstartedsearchingforinformationaboutthephraseof

thepoem.

However,Geraldcouldn’tfigureoutthemeaningofthisphraseinthepoematall.

Ding!

Rightthen,Gerald’sphonerang.

Geraldtookitoutimmediatelyandsawanewsmessage.
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Uponlookingatthemessage,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutmomentarilypause.



“Waterthatcomescrashingdownfromthreethousandfeet…Couldthatbehintingatsomekindof

waterfall…?”

Afterthinkingaboutitforashortwhile,Geraldinstantlysteppedoutofhisoffice—makingsureto

properlylockthedoorbehindhim—beforedrivingofftothenewestwaterfallintheLeicomContinent.

Allofthis…itcouldn’tjustbepurecoincidence.

Thecluesthattheotherpartyprovidedmostprobablyinvolvedincidentsthatwerehappeningaround

Gerald,andifGerald’sthoughtprocesswascorrect,thentheoldpoemwasprobablyhintingthatthere

wasahostageinthatarea…

Whateverthecasewas,afterabouthalfanhour,GeraldarrivedatDurduffMountainwherethenewest

waterfallwaslocated.TheareaitselfhadthelargestmountainrangeinalloftheLeicomContinent,

leadingmanytouriststohavetheirvacationshere.

Regardless,uponenteringthemountain,Geraldblendedinwiththecrowd.Afterfollowingthemfora

while,heeventuallyarrivedatthenewestwaterfall…

Lookingup,Geraldsawthatitwasbarelyevenahundredfeettall.Whileitcertainlydidn’thaveaheight

ofthreethousandfeet,Geraldwaswellawarethattheancientpoem’sdescriptionwassimplya

hyperbole.Afterall,didawaterfallspanningthreethousandfeetevenexist?

Withthat,Geraldimmediatelyresumedlookingforhintswhileeveryoneelsewasstillaweingatthe

waterfall.

Whilelookingaround,thecornerofGerald’seyecaughtaglimpseofwhatappearedtobearather

narrowandmysterious-lookingboulevardontheleftofthewaterfall.Fromthelooksofit,onlyone

personcouldpassthroughatatime…



Still,Geraldfeltcompelledtoheadthere,whichwaswhyheimmediatelydidjustthat…

Afterwalkingforabit,heeventuallyarrivedattheopeningofalargecave.Beforehecouldeven

venturein,however,hesuddenlyheardsomeonefrominsidecryingout,“H-help…!”

Hearinghowanxiousthefemininevoice’scrieswere,Geraldimmediatelydeducedthatshewasingrave

danger.Withthat,heboltedrighttowardthesourceofhervoicewithoutanyhesitation!

Asthescreaminggrewlouder,Geraldsooncaughtsightofawomanwhohadbeentiedtoastonepillar.

Withwaterappearingtoconstantlydripfromaboveher,itcertainlyexplainedwhyshewassodrenched.

Runningovertofreeher,Geraldalsonoticedthatbothhereyeswerebloodshot,signifyingjusthow

longshehadbeentrappedhere…

Eitherway,uponseeingGerald,theoverjoyedwomaninstantlycriedout,“H-hello!P-please,save

me…!”

Noddinginresponse,Geraldthenretrievedasmallknifefromhisbackpackbeforeeasilyfreeingthe

womanfromtherope.

Realizingthatshewasfinallyfree,therelievedwomaninstantlyhuggedGeraldtight.

Notevenflinchingfromthat,Geralddidn’tbeataroundthebushandimmediatelyasked,“You’resafe

now.Regardless,mayIknowhowlongyou’vebeentrappedinhere,miss?”



Hearingthat,thewomanshookherheadbeforereplying,“…That…I’mnottoosure,honestly…AllI

rememberisthatIwasknockedunconsciousbysomeoneasIwasheadinghomelastnight…Upon

wakingup,Iwasalreadyhere…”

Uponhearingthat,Geraldinstantlyfrownedbeforeasking,“…Isee.Priortogettingknockedout,are

youabsolutelysureyoudidn’tcomeacrossanyweirdsituationsonyourwayhome?”

Shakingherheadagain—andfeelingslightlyconfusedastowhyshewasbeingaskedallthis—,the

womanthenreplied,“Notatall.Afterall,Ialwaysgetoffworkataroundeight.Whileit’struethatI

leaveworkalone,Ialsodrive,yousee,andImakeitahabittogostraighthomeafterofficehours…”

AsGeraldregisteredherreply,thecornerofhiseyessuddenlycaughtaglimpseofwhatappearedtobe

apurpleenvelopethathadbeenslippedintoastonewithatinycreviceonitsside…

Raisingaslightbrow,Geraldthenwalkedoverandpickeditup.

“…Huh?Anenvelope…?”mumbledtheconfusedwoman.

“…Whateverthecaseis,you’resafenow,miss.Evenso,I’llneedyoutoreportwhathappenedtoyouto

theGrandCouncil.Also,pleasebemorecarefulinthefuture!”
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Geraldhaddeliberatelyavoidedherquestionsothatshewouldn’tasktoomuch.



Gettingthehint,thewomanthennoddedbeforequicklyleavingthecave.

Seeingthatshewasnowgone,Geraldquicklyopenedtheletterandbeganreadingthroughit…

‘Congratulationsonfindingthefirsthostage,Mr.Crawford!Nowhurryalongandgofindwherethenext

hostageis!There’snomoneyhiddenhere!’

Afterreadingthroughtheletter,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutfrown.Anotherancientpoem…?Theculprit

reallyenjoyedusingancientpoemsasclues,didn’the?

Regardless,thehintthistimewasprettystraightforward.Sincethepoemincludedtheword‘money’,it

wasonlyfairtoassumethatthenexthostagecouldbefoundinabank.

However…whichbank?TherewerewaytoomanybanksintheLeicomContinentforGeraldtofindthe

rightoneinsuchashortamountoftime.

Realizingthathewasn’tgoingtogetanythingdonejustbyspeculatingherealone,Geraldimmediately

leftthearea,intentonstudyingthecluewithReybackattheoffice.

Thesecondhegotintohiscar,however,heimmediatelyreceivedacallfromanunknownnumber.

“Itappearsthatyou’verescuedthefirsthostage,Mr.Crawford.I’mguessingyou’vefoundthepurple

envelopeaswell,then?”

WhileGeraldcouldtellthatthespeakerwasamale,hisvoicewasweird,tosaytheleast.Whateverthe



casewas,Geraldthenretorted,“Ihave,alsof*ckyou.Youwon’tgetawaywithallofthis!I’llmakesureI

captureyouifit’sthelastthingIdo!”

Followingthat,Geraldimmediatelyhungup,notwantingtowastehisbreathonthisstrangeman.

Withthat,GeraldthendroveJuno’scarbacktohisoffice.Sincehisowncarhadpreviouslybeenblown

up,hecouldonlyusehersforthemoment…

Regardless,uponenteringhisoffice,GeraldwasinstantlygreetedbythesightofReyandtwoothers

inside.

SeeingthatGeraldwasback,Reytookthechancetoask,“Mr.Crawford,you’reback!Wheredidyou

headoffsoearlyinthemorning?”

Sinceallthreeofthemhadn’tseenGeraldallmorning,theyallhadahunchthathehadprobablygone

offtodosomepersonalinvestigating.

Eitherway,despiteRey’squestion,Geraldsimplyordered,“Rey,Ineedyoutoimmediatelystart

investigatingthephrase,‘There’snomoneyhiddenhere’!”

Notevenbotheringtoaskwhy,Reyimmediatelyheadedtohiscomputertogettoworkashereplied,

“Loudandclear!”

WhileReywasusedtonotgettingimmediateanswersfromGerald,Junowasn’t.Withthatinmind,she

quicklywalkeduptohimbeforeasking,“What’swrong,Gerald…?”



Hearingthat,GeraldretrievedthepurpleenvelopefromhispocketbeforehandingittoJuno.

Afterreadingthroughit,shemomentarilyappearedshocked,thoughthatwastobeexpected.

WhatGeraldhadn’texpected,however,wasthefactthatJunowouldsuddenlysay,“…I…IthinkIknow

wheretheletterispointingto!Ifmyguessiscorrect,itshouldbereferringtoabankorataxbuilding…

Andthere’sonlyoneplaceIcanthinkofwherebothbuildingscanbefoundclosetogether!”

Uponhearingthat,GeraldimmediatelyknewtheareaJunowasreferringto.Withthatinmind,he

pattedRey’sshoulderbeforesaying,“Youheardher.Let’sheadthererightnow!”

Withthat,GeraldandReyboltedoutoftheofficebeforespeedilydrivingtowardthetaxbuildingJuno

hadtalkedabout.

SinceJuno’sguessmadetotalsense,Geraldhadafeelingthatthesecondhostagewasdefinitelygoing

tobethere…
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Whiletheywereontheirwaythere,Reycouldn’thelpbutask,“So…mindfillingmein,Mr.Crawford…?”

TurningtolookatReyforamoment,Geraldthenreplied,“Rememberthatcallfromyesterday?”

Noddinginresponse,Reythensaid,“Ido.Thatpersonsaidhewantedtoplayagamewithyou…Don’t

tellmeit’salreadystarted?”



“Ithas.Thatpersonhaschallengedmetorescuesixhostages,andI’vealreadyrescuedonethismorning.

We’recurrentlyonourwaytorescuethesecondone!”explainedGerald.

Hearingthat,Reyfoundhimselfmomentarilyspeechless.NowonderGeraldhadn’tbeenaroundthis

morning…Hehadalreadysavedsomeonewhiletheywerestillbarelyawake!

DisregardinghowstunnedReylooked,Geraldthenadded,“Eitherway,thatphraseItoldyouto

investigateearlier,‘There’snomoneybeinghiddenhere,’directlyrelatestothesecondhostage’s

location,whichiswhywe’recurrentlytargetingthebanknearthetaxbuilding!”

JustasGeraldcompletedhisexplanation,bothofthemarrivedattheentranceofthetaxbuilding.

Aftergettingoff,theduobeganlookingaroundforthebank,andsoonenough,theyfoundit.However,

sinceitwastheweekend,thebankwasclosed,andonlytheself-servicebank—attheside—remained

open.

“Closed,huh…Whatshouldwedonow,Mr.Crawford?”mumbledReyashelookedatGerald.

“I’msuretheculpritanticipatedthebankbeingclosedtodayaswell.Withthatinmind,thesecond

hostageshouldbewithintheonlyoperationalpartofabankonaweekend,thatbeing….”

“Theself-servicebank!”yelledtheduoatthesametime.



Nowthattheyhadcometothisconclusion,bothmenrushedintotheself-servicebankandimmediately

beganlookingaround.

Ashortwhilelater,Rey—whohadsearchedhighandlowforcluesofwherethehostagecould

be—couldn’thelpbutsay,“…Theredoesn’tappeartobeanyonehere,Mr.Crawford…Couldwehave

beenmistaken…?”

“Negative.I’msureJunomadetherightguess!”repliedGeraldwithoutanyhesitation.

Thehostagewasdefinitelyhere.Theyjusthadn’tfoundthemyet.

Thankfully,sincethereweren’ttoomanypeoplearound—duetoitbeingtheweekend—aftertheduo

wentsilentforawhile,theywereabletohearfaintknockingsoundscomingfrombehindthem!

Turningaround,Reyperkedhisears…beforepointingatoneoftheATMmachinesandshouting,“It’s

comingfromthethirdATM,Mr.Crawford!”

Noddinginagreement,bothofthemthenhurriedovertothemachine…

AsGeraldsquattedandbeganinvestigatingtheATM,theduowascaughtslightlyoffguardwhenthey

heardavoicecomingfromtheareawhereonewouldusuallysliptheircardsinto!

Thevoiceitselfwasfeminine,anditwascallingoutinaweakvoice,“H-help…Please…”

Hearingthat,Reyinstantlyyelled,“We’vefoundthesecondhostage!Wereallydidcometotheright

place!”



“Indeed,butit’stooearlytobecelebrating!GocalltheGrandCouncil,Rey!Tellthemtosendpeople

overtoopenthismachineup!”orderedGerald.

“Rogerthat!”repliedReyashequicklyfishedhisphoneoutandbegancallingtheGrandCouncil…
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Abouthalfanhourlater,peoplesentbytheGrandCouncilcouldbeseenrushingoveralongsideafewof

thebank’sstaff,allofthemappearinganxious.Afterall,itwasdefinitelyflabbergastingtolearnthata

personwaslockedinsideanATMmachine.

AfteraboutanothertenminutesofpryingtheATMopen,theyfinallymanagedtorevealwhatwas

inside…

JustasGeraldandReyhaddeduced,theretrulywasawomantrappedinside!Tomakematterseven

moreshocking,shewasoneofthebank’sstaff!

Regardless,oncethewomanwashurriedlysenttothehospital,thosesentoverbytheGrandCouncil

beganinspectingthescene…

Fromwhattheycouldgather,thelid—atthebackofthemachine—hadbeendeliberatelyweldedtightly

bytheperpetrator…

Astheycontinuedinvestigating,oneofthesupervisorsretrievedapurpleenvelopefromwithinthe

machineasheasked,“…Hmm?Aletter?”



Hearingthat,Geraldimmediatelytookitfromhim.Thesupervisorhimselfmadenoefforttostophim.

Afterall,GeraldhadbecomequitefamousamongthoseintheGrandCouncil,whichexplainedwhyhe

wasawareofwhoGeraldwasandwhyheknewbetterthantomeddleintheyouth’sbusiness.

Inanycase,withtheletternowinhishands,GeraldthenledRaybackintothecar…

Onceinside,Geraldimmediatelyopenedtheenvelope…butinsteadofamessage,theonlythinginside

wasapinkhairpin…

“…Hmm?Ahairpin…?”mutteredGeraldasheraisedaslightbrow.

‘Thisisanewone…Wastherereallyaneedtomakesuchamajorchangeinhowyougiveyourclues

out?’Geraldthoughttohimself.

Whiletwoheadsweredefinitelybetterthanone,neitherofthemcouldfigureoutwhatthedealwas

withthehairpin.

Duetothat,theduoeventuallygaveupforthemomentanddecidedtoreturntotheofficefirst.

Womenwouldprobablyknowmoreabouthairpinsthanthem,andthankfully,theyhadJunoandYrsa

ontheirside.Withanyluck,they’dbeabletodecipherthemessagebehindthehairpin…

Withthatinmind,uponreturningtothefirm,Geraldinstantlyhandedthehairpintoherbeforesaying,

“Say,Juno,havealookatthishairpin.IfIwantedtobuysomethingsimilar,wherecouldIgetit?”

Takingthehairpinandfrowningslightly,Junothenbroughtitwithhertothecomputerandquickly

beganresearchingit…



Shortlyafter,sheexclaimed,“I’vegotit!It’saspecialhairpinthat’scurrentlybeingdistributedtoallthe

staffmembersofoneofthebanks!They’regivenoutinpairs!”

Hearingthat,Reywasmomentarilystunned.Aftergatheringhisthoughts,hethenturnedtofaceGerald

beforesaying,“…Youknow,thewomanwesavedbeforehadasimilarhairpinon!However,I’mpretty

suresheonlyhadoneon,whichiswhyI’massumingthispinishers!Nowonderthehairpinfeltso

familiarwhenyoufirsttookitoutoftheletter!”

“What?Areyouabsolutelysure?”askedGerald.

“Positive!”repliedRey.

“Thenwhatarewewaitingfor?Let’sheadtothehospital!”declaredGeraldasheandReyboltedoutof

theofficeagain,drivingstraightforthehospital…

Whiledriving,Gerald—whonowunderstoodthattheincidenthadbeentoostraightforwardforittobe

over—waspromptedtosay,“Theincidentisfarfromover…FreeingthatgirlfromtheATMwasonlythe

firststep!Withthatinmind,wehaven’tmovedpastthecrisisregardingthesecondhostage!”

Forgetthethirdhostage,theyweren’tevendonesavingthesecondoneyet!Regardless,nowthat

Geraldwassurethattheincidentwasn’toveryet,heknewthathehadtoprotectthesecondhostageat

allcosts.

“Isee…Howabominableouropponentis…!Tothinkthathe’dfooluslikethis!”grumbledRey.

Eitherway,theduosoonarrivedatthehospital…



Afterquicklyinquiringaboutthewoman,theyrealizedthatshehadleftthehospitalnottoolongago!
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Hearingthat,GeraldandReydashedoutofthehospital,hopingtocatchupwiththewoman.Asthey

rushedout,theduothankfullystoppedjustintimetoavoidgettingrunoverbyaspeedingblackcar!

“Wherethehelldidyoulearntodrive,b*stard?!”scowledReyasheglaredwhilepointingattheblack

car.

Gerald,ontheotherhand,wasmuchmoreinterestedinthepurpleletterthathadflutteredoutofthe

carandwasnowlyingontheground.

Quicklyopeningit,Geraldthenreadtheletter…

‘Thesecondgamehasofficiallybegun!’

“Thatutterb*stard…!”growledGeraldashecrumpledtheletterup,knowingfullwellthathehadbeen

asteptoolate.

Sincetheenvelopehadcomefromthatblackcar,thecarwasundoubtedlythekey!

Still,nowwasn’tthetimetofeelsorryforhimself.Withthat,Geraldbeganrunningtowardtheircar

whileshouting,“Hurry,Rey!Wehavetopursuethem!”



Oncebothofthemwereinside,Geraldsteppedontheaccelerator,sendingthecarlungingforward!

Sincetheblackcarwaslonggone,Geraldcouldonlyspeedinthedirectionhehadlastseentheblackcar

in.

Unfortunately,eventhoughGeraldacceleratedalltheway,soonenough,heunderstoodthathehad

losttheblackcarforgood…

Thinkingthesamething,Reywaspromptedtoask,“…Whatshouldwedonow,Mr.Crawford…?”

Neitherofthemevenknewhowtoproceedsincetheculpritwasalwaysonestepaheadofthem…

AsGeraldwonderedhowtoevenreplytoRey,hisphonesuddenlybeganringing.

Immediatelyknowingwhothecallerwas,theangeredGeraldpickeditupandroared,“Youb*stard!

Whatthehelldoyouwant?Areyoufoolingaroundwithme?!”

Laughingmaniacally,thecallerthenmocked,“Notsocalmanymore,eh,Mr.Crawford?It’snotyour

styletobethismanic!”

“…Don’tgettoosmugjustyet!I’lldefinitelycaptureyou…!”sneeredGerald.

“Hah!Bemyguest!Ifyoucan,thatis!Regardless,let’smeetattheMoonObservationDeckatseven

tonight!Ifyoudon’tcome,well…thiswomanisn’tgoingtobealiveformuchlonger!”scoffedtheman

beforehangingupthephone.

TheMoonObservationDeckwasaviewingplatformintheLeicomContinentthatwasonlyopenatnight.

Fromupthere,onecouldseetheentirecontinent…



Regardless,sincetheperpetratorhadmadeanappointmentthere,Geraldwassurethatsomethingwas

definitelygoingtohappenattheobservationdeck.Evenso,whatchoicedidhehavebuttoobeythe

scoundrel’sorders…

Withthat,GeraldandReythendrovetotheMoonObservationDeck…Whileitwasstillnoonbythe

timetheyarrived,theirwaitinthecardidn’tfeellongatall.

Soonenough,theclockstrucksevenandtheMoonObservationDeckbecameopentothepublic.With

thatinmind,itbarelytookafewminutesfortheentireplacetobepackedwithpeople.Everyonehad

comeovertoenjoythenightviewfromthefamedobservationdeck…

Well,everyoneexceptforGeraldandRey.Theywereheretosavesomeone.

Eitherway,nowthattheobservationdeckwasfinallyopen,theduogotoutoftheircarand

immediatelybeganlookingforthatwoman…Totheirdismay,nomatterhowmuchtheylooked,they

simplycouldn’tfindanytracesofher!

“…Couldthatb*stardbeplayingaroundwithusagain…?”speculatedReywithaslightfrownonhisface.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldgavenoresponse.However,itwasshortlyafterwhenGeraldnoticedthe

presenceofaratheroddspot.

Pausingforamoment,Geraldthensaid,“…Comewithme.IthinkIhavealead!”

Withthat,ReybeganrunningafterGeraldwhowasalreadyboltingtowardthatplace…
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Soonenough,theduoarrivedatwhatappearedtobeasuspendedplatform.

Lookingupandpointingtowardit,Geraldthenshouted,“Upthere!”

AsReyturnedtolookup,hewassurprisedtoseethehairofawomanhangingfromthesideofthe

platform!

Itdidn’ttakeageniustofigureoutthatthewomanlyinguptherewasnoneotherthanthebankstaff

membertheyhadpreviouslysavedfromtheATMmachine!Tobecapturedagainimmediatelyafter

beingreleasedfromthehospital…Whatanunfortunatewoman…

Atthatmoment,bothofthemnoticedthatafigurehadbeenstaringintentlyatthemfromsome

rockeryformationsnearby.

Seeingthat,Geraldordered,“…Gosavethatwoman,Rey.I’mhuntingthatpersondown!”

Followingthat,Geraldboltedstraightforthefigure,believingthathewasdefinitelytheculpritbehind

allthis!

Asheswiftlygainedonthenowfleeingman,thefrustratedGeraldcouldn’thelpbutyell,“Stoprunning,

youcoward!”



ToGerald’ssurprise,themandidasGeraldtold.

Afterhisabrupthalt,themanthenslowlyturnedaroundtolookatGerald—whohadstoppedinhis

tracksaswell—beforesayinginasinistervoice,“So,wefinallymeet,Mr.Crawford!”

“…Whothehellareyou…”growledGeraldasheglareddaggersattheman.

“Hah!I’mjustsomeonewho’sabouttodie!”repliedthemanasheslowlyslidhishoodofftorevealhis

face…

OnlyforthenowstunnedGeraldtorealizethatthepersonwasfaceless!

Blank,smooth,andwhite,theexpressionlesspersonwould’veterrifiedanyordinarypersontothepoint

offainting!Thankfully,Geraldwasnoordinaryperson.

“You…You’renothuman,areyou!”yelledGeraldashestaredatthefacelessman.

“ThatI’mnot!Thoughthesameappliestoyoutoo,no?Still,unlikeyouwho’sonlyhalfghost,I’man

actualdeadpersonwhodieddrowning!”sneeredthestrangeman.

“…Alright,so…Whydidyoucomelookingformethen…?”askedGeraldwhowasnowmoreconfused

thananything.

“Listenup!MynameisYorrekGurlandandIdrownedinariverthreeyearsago!Theonewhodrowned

mewasnoneotherthanthechairmanoftheEmberLordGroup,theEmberLordhimself!Regardless,

afterfindingoutthatyouhadkilledtheEmberLord,Ijustcouldn’tcometotermswithit,whichiswhyI

camelookingforyou!”declaredYorrek.



NowunderstandingthatthispersonhadcomelookingforhimforkillingtheEmberLord,Geraldthen

replied,“…Couldn’tcometoterms?I’mnotsurewhatyourthoughtprocessis,butshouldn’tyoube

thankingmenow?Afterall,I’vetechnicallyavengedyoubykillinghim!”

“Silence!Heshouldhavediedbymyhands!Youruinedeverything!”roaredYorrekalmosthysterically.

Hearingthat,GeraldcouldimmediatelytellhowdeephishatredwastowardtheEmberLord.Tothink

thatYorrekwouldbesoreluctanttolethimgo,evenaftertheEmberLord’sdeath…

“…Well,whateverthecaseis,he’salreadydead!Whatelsedoyouwant?”askedGerald.

“Heh!Whilehe’sdead,you’restillalive!Sinceyou’retheonewhokilledhim,I’mholdingyou

responsibleforallthis!Withthatsaid,I’mkillingyouashissubstitute!”retortedYorrekinafrigidtone.
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“…Oh?Doyoureallythinkyou’recapableofgettingridofme?”retortedGeraldashelookedatYorrek

withadisdainfulexpression.



Forgetgettingridofhim,Yorrekwasprobablyincapableofevenharminghim!

“Whileit’struethatIcan’tpersonallykillyou,Icanstillgetridofothers!”sneeredYorrekbefore

immediatelydashingtowardGerald!

Seeingthat,GeraldquicklydrewtheAstrabyssSword,readytoslashYorrekwhenhecamewithinrange!

However,intheverynextsecond,Yorrekseemedtojustdisappearintothinair!DespiteGeraldhaving

hisswordattheready,Yorrekappearedtohavesuccessfullyescaped…

Whileitwascertainlydisappointing,GeraldwassurethatthegamebetweenhimandYorrekwasn’t

overyet.Infact,thismeetingprobablysymbolizedthetruestartofthegames…

Fastforwardtosometimelater,Rey—whoappearedquiteflustered—couldn’thelpbutlookatGerald,

histonebrimmingwithadmirationashesaid,“You’re…reallyamazing,youknowthat,Mr.Crawford?”

“AmI?”repliedGeraldinahumbletone.

Toexplainwhatledtothisexchangeofwords,let’sgobacktowhenGeraldfirstregroupedwithReyat

thecarpark.Bythatpoint,ReyhadalreadysavedthewomanandhewassimplywaitingforGeraldto

return.

WhenhefinallysawGerald,hewasabouttocalloutwhenallofasudden,Geralddisappeared!Thenext

thingReyknew,agustofwindhadrushedpasthim,andasecondlater,allofTyson’smen—whohad

beenlyinginambush—couldbeseenlyingontheground,defeated.Geraldwastheonlyonewho

remainedstandinginthemiddle…



Naturally,thathadstunnedReygreatly,andhebecamesurerthaneverthatGeraldwasactuallysome

kindofmythicalbeing…Thinkingback,ittrulywasawisedecisiontoremainbyGerald’sside.

Geraldhimselffoundthosementobetrivialaffairs.Afterall,itbarelytooksecondsforhimtodefeatall

ofthem.

Whilehispastselfwould’vesurelybeenafraidinthatsituation—duetohislackofabilitybackthen—,

hispresentselfwasdifferent.HewasnolongerafraidofgoingagainstpeoplelikeTysonoranyone

possessingthatlevelofstrength.

“Ofcourse,youare!Youwereabletobeatthosetenmenliketheywerenothing!Whatmore,youwere

sofastthatIwasn’tevenabletowitnessyoudefeatingallofthem!”

“Barelypraiseworthy.Theywerejusttooweak!Speakingofwhich,callitagutfeeling,butitseemedlike

thosemenwerejusttryingtostealsomethingfromyou.AmIcorrect?Andifso,whatweretheytrying

toobtain?”repliedGeraldrathercuriously.

“…That…”mutteredRey,soundingslightlyhesitanttoreply.

SeeingRey’shesitation,Geraldthensaid,“…Ifit’sinconvenienttoshare,justforgetaboutit.Iwon’t

forceyou!”

ThefactthatReywasbeingsowaryaboutsharingtheinformationmusthavemeantthattheitemwas

extremelyextraordinaryandspecialtohim…

“…Ratherthanitbeinginconvenienttome,I’mjustworriedthatit’llbringtroubletoyou!Forcontext,



thisitemIhave…It’sunique,tosaytheleast…”repliedRey.

Reywasn’tlyingwhenhesaidthateither.Afterall,ifheendedupbringunnecessarytroubletoGerald’s

doorstep,hewouldsurelyendupbeingfilledwithself-reproach…

Evenso,Rey’swarningonlymadeGeraldevenmorecuriousthanbefore.

“…NowI’mreallycurious.Justtellmewhatitisalready.Don’tworry,I’mstrongerthanyoucouldever

imagine.Whoknows,Icouldevenhelpyousolvewhat’sbeentroublingyou!Besides,I’drathernothave

youbearsuchagreatriskalone!”saidGerald.
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SeeingthatGeraldhadhitthebrakes,Reytookthechancetotakeawoodenboxoutfromhisbackpack.

Theboxitselfhadapaintingresemblingaspideronthelid…

Followingthat,Reyslowlyopenedthewoodenbox…Revealingasingleblackbead.

“Theitemtheywereafter…isthisbead!”saidReyashehandedtheboxtoGerald.

Takingthebox,Geraldthenstaredattheblackbead…andbarelyasecondlater,thebeadmomentarily

glowedred!

Seeingthat,bothofthemexchangedglanceswitheachother.Itappearedthatbothofthemhad

witnessedthesamething.



“…Whereonearthdidyouevengetthisthing?”askedGeraldafterashortpause.

“Well,rememberwhenwewentforatriptothecountryside?Ifounditbyasmallriverandsimplyfelt

compelledtopickitup…Lateron,TysonandtheothersrealizedthatIhadthebox,andtheyinstantly

wantedmetohandittothemthoughIrefused…”repliedRey.

“Isee…Haveanystrangeincidentshappenedtoyouafteryoutookthebox?”askedGerald.

Hearingthat,Reytookamomenttothinkaboutit.

Afterquiteawhile,Reyeventuallysaid,“…Cometothinkofit,thereisoneincident…Backthen,Iwas

justreturninghomewhenthebeadsuddenlybeganemittingared,dazzlingglow…Truthbetold,Iwas

surethatitwasgoingtoexplodebackthen!However,theglowsimplydimmedafterthat,andthebead

hasn’tbehavedstrangelyeversince…”

“…Aredglow…Youmeantheonewejustwitnessed?”

“Bingo.Regardless,doyouhaveanyideawhatthisblackbeadevenis,Mr.Crawford…?”askedReyashe

lookedatGerald.

Inresponse,Geraldsimplyshookhishead.Whilehehadn’ttheslightestcluewhatthebeadwasused

for,hedidknowthatitwasbrimmingwiththeauraofanevilspirit.Withthatinmind,thebeadwas

definitelybadnews.

Withthatinmind,afterlookingatthebeadforawhilelonger,Geraldthenclosedthewoodenbox



beforereturningittoRey.

“Holdontothisfirst,Rey.Oncewegetbacktotheoffice,I’llhavesomeonelookatit.Withanyluck,

we’llbeabletofindoutmoreaboutitshistory!”saidGeraldinareassuringtone.

Noddinginresponse,Reythenreplied,“Loudandclear,Mr.Crawford!”

AftermakingsurethattheboxwassafelyreturnedintoRey’sbackpack,Geraldthenstartedthecar’s

engineagainbeforedrivingstraightfortheoffice…

Uponreturning,theduosawthatJunohadalreadypreparedeverythingforthetrip.

“I’vepackedalltheequipmentwe’llbeneeding,Gerald!We’reallsettogo!”reportedJuno.

“Excellent.We’llbeheadingoffatdawnthen!”declaringGeraldasheturnedtofacebothJunoandRey.

“…Well,ifyouinsist…”repliedRey,sensinghowsincereGerald’sconcernwastowardhim.

Withthat,abriefscreechingoftirescouldbeheard…
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“Copythat!”repliedbothofthem.

Sincetheyweregoingintotheadventuremostlyblind,allthreeofthemhadnoideawhattroublesto

evenexpect.Withthatinmind,alltheycoulddowaspreparedifferenttacticsandequipmentinhopes



thatitwouldallowthemtobereadyenoughtodealwiththesituationstheyeventuallycameacross.

Still,withGeraldthere,JunoandReyundoubtedlyfeltmuchmoreassured.Afterall,theduoknewthat

Geraldwouldneverletanythinghappentothem.

Regardless,allthreeofthemturnedinearlythatnight.Afterall,theywereembarkingonanew

adventurethenextday,sotheyneededtobewell-restedandbeingoodshape.

Ateightthenextmorning,thetriotookonemorelookatGerald’smap—thatOldFlinthadgiven

them—beforegettingintotheircaranddrivingforSunsetVillage…

Fromtheirstartingpoint,itwouldtakeapproximatelytwodaysbeforetheywouldarrivethere.With

thatinmind,theywouldhavetospendtwowholedaysontheroad…

WhileGeraldspeedilydrovealongthehighway,Juno—whowasseatedattheshotgunseat—passedthe

timebyreadingabookentitled,‘YinandYangTheory’,thatshehadborrowedfromRey’shouse.

ItwasawhilelaterwhenJunoclosedthebookforamoment…Anditwasalsothenwhensherealized

something.

“…Say,thebookdoesn’tspecifywhotheauthoris!”mutteredJuno.

“Yeah,Irealizedthattoo.Iwonderiftheyjustforgottoaddtheauthor’snameinwhilepublishingit…”

repliedReywhohadevidentlyrealizedthatmuchearlieron,thoughhedidn’tparticularlyfindit

noteworthy.

“Forgot?Suchbookshavetoundergostrictexamination!Withouttheauthor’sname,thebookcouldn’t



havebeenpublishedinthefirstplace!Atleastnotlegally!”repliedJuno.

“Well,there’salsothecaseofthebook’sauthorbeingaspecialperson.Withthatinmind,theauthor

could’veeasilybypassedtheneedofhavingtheirnamewrittenonthecovertobepublished!”said

Gerald,puttinghistwocentsin.

“…Whenyouputitthatway,itdoesmakequiteabitofsense!”repliedJunoinagreement.

“Still…Iftheauthortrulyisthatspecial,thendoesn’tthatmakethebookveryspecialaswell?Why

wouldtheystillchoosetopublishitthen?”saidReyinaconfusedtone.

“Avalidquestion.Still,apublishedbookwithamysteriousauthor…Iwonderifthebookholdsany

secretsinit…”mutteredJuno.

“…Speakingofwhich,didthebookmentionanythingaboutthetokenofDemonicBlood?Fromthe

DemonicBloodClan?”askedGerald.

Hearingthat,Junobeganflippingthroughthepages…andafterawhile,sherealizedthattherewere

mentionsofthetoken!

“Thereare…Apparently,thetokenofDemonicBloodisadivineartifactoftheDemonicBloodClan.It

canbeusedtoruleallghostsandspirits!”repliedJuno.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldnoddedslightly.Asitturnedout,whatOldFlinthadtoldhimwastrue.



“…Say…AreweheadingtoSunsetVillageforthetokenofDemonicBlood…?”askedReywhoappeared

tohavecaughtontosomething.

JunoturnedtolookatGeraldaswellwhensheheardthat.

“Weare,actually.We’regoingtothemostfeminineplacetolookfortheDemonicBloodClan’sterritory.

Withanyluck,we’llfinallybeabletoobtainthetokenofDemonicBlood!”repliedGeraldwithoutthe

slightesthesitation.

Sinceallthreeofthemwereinthistogether,Geraldfoundlittlereasontohidesuchcrucialinformation.
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“…Isee…Evenso,itwon’tbeeasytogetthattoken…Afterall,thebookalsostatesthatmanyothers

haveattemptedtoobtainthetokenofDemonicBlood.Intheend,notonlydidallofthemfail,butthey

allhadtopayheavypricesaswell…”repliedJuno.

“I’maware.Still,Ibelievethatwe’llultimatelybeabletoobtainthetoken!”declaredGeraldconfidently.

Afterall,thoughtheothersfailedtogetthetoken,Geralddidn’tnecessarilyhavetofailaswell.Gerald

wassurethatwithhowtimeshadchanged,thecapabilitiesofhisgenerationshouldbemuchharderfor

theDemonicBloodClantodealwith.Whatmore,withhowpowerfulhecurrentlywas,hetrulybelieved

thathehadtherighttoobtainthetokenofDemonicBlood…

Regardless,afterdrivingfortwodays,thetriofinallyarrivedatSunsetVillage…



Uponarriving,GeraldtoldJunotolookforahotelforthemtostaythenight.Theywouldcontinuethe

secondstageoftheirjourneythenextday…

Followinghisorders,Junoquicklyfoundahigh-endhotelforthemtostayin.

Aftergettingtheirluggagetotheirrooms,thetriothenheadedtotherestaurantdownstairstohave

theirdinner.

Thesecondtheysteppedintotherestaurant,however,Reysuddenlyfrownedasheheldontohisbelly.

LookingatGeraldandJuno,hethensaid,“…I…mayneedtoheadtothewashroomforabit.Youtwogo

onahead,andorderwhateveryou’reorderingforme.I’mnotapickyeater,sodon’tworry!”

Followingthat,theduowatchedasReyhastilydashedforthebathroom.

Choosingnottothinkmuchofit,GeraldandJunothenfoundadiningtableforthreeandbegan

ordering…

ItwasabouttenminuteslaterwhenReyfinallyreturned.However,heappearednoticeablynervousas

hequicklywalkedovertoGerald’stable.

Raisingaslightbrow,Geraldwaspromptedtoask,“…Is…somethingthematter?Whydoyoulookso

nervous?”

“…W-well…Yousee,whenIwasinthebathroomearlier…”stutteredReywhowassoundingratherout

ofbreath.



“Holdup.Drinksomewaterandcalmdownfirst…”saidJunoasshepassedaglassofwatertothe

anxiouslad.

Nodding,Reythentookasipofwaterbeforetakinginadeepbreath.Oncehewascalmer,Reythen

loweredhisheadbeforewhispering,“…Alright,so…WhileIwasatthewashroomearlier,Ioverhearda

conversationbetweentwomen…FromwhatI’vemanagedtogather,they’reherefortheDemonic

BloodClan,justlikeus!”

Hearingthat,bothGeraldandJunoimmediatelybeganlookingaroundtoseeifanyoneoverheardthat.

Oncetheyweresurethatnobodywasclosetothem,theyturnedbacktofaceRey.

“…Areyouabsolutelysureyoudidn’thearwrongly,Rey?”askedGeraldwithaserioustone.

“Onehundredpercent!”repliedReywithadeterminednod.

Basedonhowsurehelookedandsounded,theduodefinitelydidn’thaveanyfurtherdoubts.Asit

turnedout,thetriowasn’ttheonlyoneslookingfortheDemonicBloodClan…

“…Doyourememberwhattheduolookedlike?”askedGeraldafterabriefpause.

Uponhearingthatquestion,Reyimmediatelybeganlookingaround…untilfinally,hefoundthetwo

peoplehehadeavesdroppedonbackinthebathroom.

Subtlypointingtowardthemen—whowereseatedquiteclosetothem—,Reythenwhispered,“That’s

them!”



TurningtolookatwhereReywaspointing,Geraldsawfourblack-robedmensittingaroundadining

table.Evenfromafar,hecouldalreadytellthattheseweren’tgoodpeople…
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“…Bothofyou,stayhere.I’mheadingtheretohavealook!”instructedGeraldashegotupandtookhis

emptyglassbeforewalkinginthedirectionwherethefourmenweresitting.

Sincethecustomershadtorefilltheirowndrinksinthisrestaurant,itwasperfectlynormalforGeraldto

getmorewaterforhimself.Onhisreturntrip,however,hemadesureto‘accidentally’drophisglass

rightnexttothefourmen’stable!

Seeingthatsomeofthewaterhadaccidentallysplashedontoafewofthemen’spants,Geraldquickly

reachedfortheglasswhile‘apologetically’saying,“I-I’msorry!”

Inresponse,oneofthemensimplygotGerald’sglassforhimbeforehandingitbacktotheyouthwhile

saying,“It’sfine.Bemorecareful!”

“I-Iwill!”repliedGeraldashenoticedthetattooontheman’swristwhiletakinghisglassback.

Followingthat,hethenhurriedbacktohisdiningtable.Thesecondhesatdown,however,his

expressioninstantlyturnedslightlyunpleasant…

Noticingthechangeinhismood,Junowaspromptedtoask,“…What’swrong,Gerald?Didyoumanage

togatheranything…?”



“…Well,forone,thosearen’tordinarypeople…TheybelongtotheSoulHunterorganization!”

whisperedGerald.

“TheSoulHunters?That’sthem?Tothinkthey’dbehereaswell!”repliedtheshockedJunoinahushed

voice.

Raisingaslightbrow,Reythenasked,“…Um…WhoexactlyaretheSoulHunters…?”

Asthenamesuggested,theSoulHunterswereanorganizationthatspecializedinhuntingandkilling

ghostsandspirits.Naturally,theyalsopossessedspecialequipmentthatwouldhelpthemdetectthe

presenceofwhattheyhunted.

Regardless,GeraldignoredRey’squestionbeforesaying,“…Sincethey’relookingfortheDemonicBlood

Clan’sterritory,they’redefinitelyafterthetokenofDemonicBloodaswell…”

Ifthatgroupmanagedtogettheirhandsonthetoken,thentheconsequenceswouldbenear

unimaginable…Afterall,theywouldbeabletoruleovereveryghostandspiritontheplanet!Things

wouldsurelygooutofhandbythen!Withthatinmind,therewasnowayGeraldwasgoingtoletthem

havetheirway.

“Figuredasmuch…Still,whatarewegoingtodonow?Arewegettingridofthem?”askedJuno.

Shakinghishead,Geraldthenreplied,“Negative.Whileit’struethatthereareonlyfourofthem,ifI

attackthemnow,IfearthattheentireSoulHunterorganizationwillcomeafterustohavetheirrevenge.

Thatwouldn’tbebeneficialatall.Withthatinmind,Iproposethatwespyonthemfirst.”

Hearingthat,Junocouldonlyagree.



Withthat,thetriothenreturnedtotheirroomstorestaftertheirmeal.

Well,JunoandReydid.Geraldhimselfsimplycouldn’tallowhimselftoremainidle.Withthat,hebegan

meditating…andsoonenough,hewasabletohaveanout-of-bodyexperience.Withhismindnowfree

toexplore,Gerald—whowasnowinvisibletothenakedeye—immediatelybegansearchingforthefour

SoulHuntersagain.

Itdidn’ttakelongforhimtofindthem,butbythatpoint,allfourofthemwerealreadysneakilyleaving

thehoteldespitehowlateitwas.

Watchingastheyenteredthedarkness,Geraldknewthathehadtotailthem.

Afewminuteslater,thegroupofSoulHuntersfoundthemselvesapproachingaforest…Andstanding

beforethatforest,wasamysterious-lookingcloakedfigurewhohadhisbackagainstthem…Itwas

evidentthathewaswaitingthereforthem…

Seeinghim,thefourSoulHuntersthenhurriedlystoodatattention—behindtheman—before

respectfullydeclaring,“Leader!”
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Perfectlyhidden,Gerald—whohadbeensecretlymonitoringallthis—foundhimselfslightlysurprised.

TothinkthatthecloakedmanwasactuallytheleaderoftheSoulHunterorganization…Sincetheir

leaderwasalsopresent,itonlymadesensethatthiswasalarge-scalemission.Inotherwords,there

waspossiblygoingtobemoreSoulHuntersaround…

Gerald’strainofthoughtwascutshortwhenthecloakedmanaskedhissubordinatesinafrigidtone,“I

trustnobodyknowsyourtrueidentitiesyet?”

“Worrynot,leader,forwe’veconcealedouridentitieswell!”repliedoneoftheSoulHunters.

“You’dbetterhave.Regardless,headforthephosphoritemountainareaatdawn.I’llbeheadingthere

firsttonight.Again,don’tgetfoundout!”instructedthecloakedman.

“Loudandclear,leader!”repliedallfouroftheSoulHuntersinunison.

Withtheirreply,thecloakedmanthenleapedintotheair,promptlydisappearingintothedarkof

night…

Afterwatchingallthat,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutfeelslightlystunned.Justashehadspeculated,theSoul

HunterswerehereforthetokenofDemonicBlood.Thefactthathecouldtellhowstrongtheleaderof

theSoulHunterorganizationwascertainlydidn’tmakehimfeelanybetter…

Regardless,sincehispartywasalsoplanningtoheadoutatdawn,therewasahighchancethatthey

weregoingtobumpintotheSoulHunterswhileheadingtothephosphoritemountainarea…

Undernormalcircumstances,eveniftheydidmeet,bothpartieswould’vejustignoredeachother.After



all,thefactthatthecultivatorsandtheSoulHuntershadcompletelydifferentbackgroundsmeantthat

therewaslittlereasonforthetwogroupstomeddlewitheachother.

Unfortunately,sincebothofthemwantedthesamething,conflictwasprettymuchinevitable.

Withthatinmind,afterthinkingaboutit,GeralddecidedthatitwouldbebesttotakeoutthefourSoul

Huntersbeforetheyevengottothephosphoritemountainarea.Bydoingso,hewouldatleastensure

thatthethreeofthemwouldhavefewerenemiestodealwithoncetheywereattheactuallocation.

Hismindmadeup,GeraldwatchedasthefourSoulHuntersbegantoleave…andoncetheywereclose

enough,Geraldmadehimselfvisibleashepunchedtheair,formingashockwavethatsentallfourofthe

SoulHuntersflyingbackward!

Ofcourse,theattackwasn’tlethal,andwhentheyrealizedwhathadassaultedthem,thefourmen

instantlyshouted,“Aghost?!”

AllofthemrecognizedGeraldasaghostduetohisbody’scurrentstate.

Eitherway,itwasclearthatnoneofthemhadanticipatedtobumpintoaghosthereofallplaces.Even

so,theyweretrainedprofessionals.

Withthat,allfourofthemquicklyregainedtheirwitsasoneoftheSoulHuntersangrilyshouted,“Quick!

Ganguponhim!”

Takingtheirdaggersoutinresponse,thefourindividualsthenbeganchargingtowardGerald!Since

thesepeopleactuallyhunteddownandkilledghostsandspirits,theywerenaturallymuchstronger

comparedtoordinarypeople.



Evenso,intheend,theywerenowherenearasstrongorfastasGerald,andGeraldknewit.Withthatin

mind,Geraldwasn’tabouttogetintimidatedbytheirgroupattackanytimesoon.

Instead,hesimplychosetoeasilydodgetheirattacks!

BeforetheSoulHunterscouldlaunchtheirsecondroundofattacks,Geraldswiftlygrabbedoneofthe

menbyhisthroat!

Unabletoreactintime,theotherthreeSoulHunterscouldonlystarewide-eyedasthesickeningsound

ofbonescrackingcouldbeheard…Andjustlikethat,oneofthemdiedfromabrokenneck!

Geraldhimselfsimplytossedthebodyasideascasuallyasitwasrubbish.

Asforthehunters,theyweresimplytoostupefiedtofeelhumiliated.Afterall,noneofthemcould’ve

imaginedthatGeraldwouldbethispowerful…
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“…Whatpower…Whatkindofmonsterevenareyou?!Regardless,webearnogrudgesagainstyou!

Whatreasondoyouhavetokillus?!”interrogatedoneoftheSoulHunters.

Afterall,hewasright.Geraldhadsimplyattackedthemoutoftheblue!Itcertainlyraisedquiteafew

questions.

“Hah!Idon’tneedtoexplainanything!”retortedGerald,findingitlaughablethattheyevenconsidered

thepossibilityofhimtellingthemhismotiveorhisidentity.Thatwassimplyimpossible!

Withthatinmind,Geraldthenmadehismove…andintheblinkofaneye,thethreeremainingSoul

Huntersfoundthemselvesdeadaswell.Tothinkthattheyweren’tevenabletofindoutwhoGerald

reallywasbeforedeath…

Regardless,nowthatallfourofthemweredead,Geraldbegansearchingtheirbodies…andeventually,

hefoundfourSoulHuntertokens.

Asthenamesuggested,thesetokensrepresentedtheirstatusasSoulHunters,andanyonewhowas

acceptedintotheorganizationwouldreceiveone.Eitherway,afterobtainingthetokens,Geraldkept

thembyhissidebeforeswiftlyleavingthescene…

Asforthefourcorpses,whilesomeonewouldprobablydiscoverthemthefollowingmorning,Gerald

wasn’ttooworriedaboutbeingasuspect.Afterall,hehadattackedtheminhisAvatarform,which

meantthathewouldn’thaveleftbehindanytracesofphysicalevidencenomatterwhathedid.

Whateverthecasewas,nowthathehadthefourtokens,Geraldfeltthatheandhispartywouldbeable

toenterthephosphoritemountainareaalotmoresmoothly.Attheveryleast,thetriowouldn’tbe

targetedtooquicklybyanyotherSoulHunterstheybumpedinto.



Whilethiswasslightlyunderhanded,allwasfairinloveandwar.Aslongashewasabletoobtainthe

tokenofDemonicBlood,Geralddidn’tminddoingallthis.

Regardless,Geraldquicklymadehiswaybackintohisphysicalbody—backatthehotel—before

promptlyfallingasleep…

Thenextmorning,allthreeofthemawokeprettyearlyandaftercheckingout,theyinstantlyheadedfor

theircar.Oncetheywereinside,JunoandReyraisedtheirheadsastheyheardGeraldsay,“Here,take

these!”

Raisingabrow,bothofthemthenextendedtheirhandsout…onlyforGeraldtohandaSoulHunter

tokentoeachofthem.

“…What’sthisthen?”askedReyinacurioustone.

“…SoulHuntertokens?Buthow?Andwhywouldyouhavethese?”exclaimedJunoinsurpriseasshe

turnedtolookatGerald.Thoughsheaskedthatquestion,shehadahunchastowhyhehadthese.

“IbumpedintothefourSoulHuntersthenightbeforeandafterdealingwiththem,ItooktheirSoul

Huntertokens!Withthem,it’llbemuchmoreconvenientforustoenterthephosphoritemountainarea

sincewewon’teasilybefoundoutbytheotherSoulHunters.Withanyluck,we’llbeabletokeepour

identitiesconcealedthroughouttheprocess!”explainedGerald.

Hearingthat,JunoandReyrealizedthatGeraldhadsecretlytakenoutthecompetitionthenightbefore.

Whatswiftaction!

“By,‘won’tbeeasilyfoundout’,doyoumeantosaythatweshouldpretendtobeSoulHunterssincewe

nowhavetheirtokens?”askedReyforconfirmation.



“Bingo.Ifallgoeswell,weshouldbeabletoachieveourgoalsrightunderthenosesoftheotherSoul

Hunters!”repliedGeraldwithasmile.

Followingthat,Geraldsteppedonthegasandimmediatelybeganheadingtowardthephosphorite

mountainarea…

ThephosphoritemountainareawasquitefamousinSunsetVillage.

Withhowmuchphosphoritetherewasinthearea,thelocalswouldsellthemtomanufacturerswho

wouldthenusetherawmaterialstomanufactureotherchemicalsubstances.Asidefromthat,the

phosphoritewouldalsobesoldfordecorativepurposes.

Inshort,thelocalswouldrelyonthatplacetoobtainriches.

Whateverthecasewas,itwasatwo-hourdrivefromSunsetVillagetotheirdestination,andbythetime

theyfinallyarrivedthere,itwastwelve.

Seeingthattheywerejustintimeforlunch,Geraldthenparkedhiscarataparkinglotbeforeleading

ReyandJunotoarestaurant…
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Afterorderingtheirfood,Reycouldn’thelpbutwhisper,“Didyoutwoseeallthatphosphoriteoutthere?

Whatungodlyamounts!”

“Naturally.FromwhatI’veheard,thelocalssellthemtogainextraincome.Anotherinterestingfactthat

Icameacrossisthatthephosphoriteissupposedlyunlimited.Onceanareaiscompletelyexcavated,

morephosphoritewillsimplyreappearaftersometime!Ittrulyismagical,”explainedGerald.

“Ittrulyis!Still,ifthatreallyisthecase,thenwecouldundoubtedlybecomerichjustbyrelyingonthe

endlessphosphorite!”mutteredRey.

Hearingthat,GeraldandJunocouldonlyshaketheirheads.Asitturnedout,Reywassimplythinking

moreaboutthemoney.

“Allowmetoremindyouthatyou’reanoutsider,Rey.Ifyouevendaretouchthephosphorite,you’ll

surelybebeatenupbythelocalsinnotime!”repliedGerald.

Sincethelocalsweretherightfulownerofthephosphoriteandtheyusedittogainriches,therewasno



wayinhellthattheyweregoingtoletsomerandomnobodytakethatawayfromthemforfree!

“I’mjustsaying!”saidReyashechuckledinresponsebeforeremainingsilent.

Geraldhimselfdidn’tcaremuchaboutthemoney.Afterall,hewasapersonwhohadnearendless

wealth,somoneywasn’treallyanissueforhim.Besides,itwasn’tasthoughtheywerehereformoney

inthefirstplace.TheirgoalwastoobtainthetokenofDemonicBlood.

Regardless,itwasn’tlongafterbeforeagroupofmendonningblackclothesenteredtherestaurantthey

werein…anduponrealizingtheirpresence,thetrioinstantlyputtheirguardup.Afterall,allthemen

whohadjustenteredhadtattoosreminiscentoftheSoulHuntersontheirarms!

“…Judgingfromthosetattoos…They’reSoulHunters,right,Mr.Crawford…?”whisperedRey.

Noddinginresponse,Geraldthensaid,“Indeed.Imustsay,theirtattoosareadeadgiveawayforpeople

tryingtolaylow…”

Whateverthecasewas,tothinkthattheywouldbumpintootherSoulHuntershereofallplaces.How

unfortunate!

“Regardless,staycalm.Don’tletthemfindyoususpicious!”addedGerald.

Hearingthat,ReyandJunoquicklynodded.Reyevenmadesuretolowerhishead,afraidthathewould

messupandmakethemlookover.

Eitherway,thefoodsooncameandthethreeofthemquicklybeganchowingdown.



However,itwasn’tlongbeforeallthreeofthemrealizedthattheSoulHunterswerestaringintheir

direction.Whatmore,theyappearedtobediscussingsomethingaswell…

Seeingthat,theanxiousReyquicklybeganquiveringinworryashewhispered,“T-they’vebeenlooking

atusthisentiretime,Mr.Crawford…!Havewebeendiscovered?Whatshouldwedo…?!”

“Again,staycalm!”repliedGeraldasheglaredatRey,knowingfullwellthatpanickingwouldonlymake

theSoulHuntersfeelevenmoresuspiciousofthem.

Totheparty’sdismay,theysoonwatchedasoneoftheSoulHuntersgotupandbeganwalkingoverto

theirtable…

StoppingrightbyJuno’sside,theSoulHuntercompletelyignoredbothGeraldandReyashelookedat

herwhileasking,“Wellhellothere,beauty!Whatareyouherefor?”
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“We’rejusthereforsomeminorbusiness,mister!”repliedGeraldwithasubtlesmileashestoodupthe

secondhesawJunosignalingforhimtohelp.

Inresponse,theSoulHuntersimplylookedatGeraldwithableakexpressionbeforearrogantlyretorting,

“Andwhothehellareyou?Can’tyouseethatI’mtalkingtoher?Doyouthinkanyofthisconcerns

you?”



Uponhearingthat,Geraldinstantlyfrowned…andthenextthingtheSoulHunterknew,hewasalready

flyingbackwardfromGerald’sforcepalmattack!

Seeingthat,theotherSoulHuntersimmediatelygotup,unsheathingtheirdaggersatthesametimeas

theyglaredatGerald.

NoneofthemhadexpectedGeraldtomakethefirstmove.Naturally,theyhadn’tanticipatedhimtobe

thisstrongeither.

“Thosearen’tordinarypeople!Theydefinitelyhaveareasonforbeinghere!Getthem!”declaredoneof

theSoulHunters.

Hearingthat,theotherSoulHuntersinstantlyboltedtowardGeraldandhisparty!

Evenso,Geraldwasn’tworriedatall.Withanotherforcepalm,Geraldsentawaveofenergytowardthe

assailants,causingallofthemtofalltotheground!

Nowthattherewasroomtoescape,GeraldimmediatelygrabbedontoReyandJuno’sarmsbefore

yelling,“Run!”

Withthat,thetriodashedoutoftherestaurant,unabletoevenfindthetimetopayfortheirmeal!

BythetimetheSoulHuntersgotbacktotheirfeetandranoutoftherestaurant,Geraldandhisparty

werenowhereinsight…Theyhadsuccessfullydrivenaway!



“Thoseb*stards!Theyreallyareextraordinary!Hurryandreportthistotheleader!”yelledtheleaderof

thegroup.

Somuchforastealthyapproach…Geraldandhispartyhadbeenfoundoutbeforetheadventureeven

began!

Whateverthecasewas,Rey—whohadbeenfrightenedhalftodeathearlier—wasfinallyabletocatch

hisbreathafterpantingforsolong.Hetrulyhadn’texpectedGeraldtojustfighttheotherpartyrightoff

thebat…

Still,nowthathehadregainedhiscalmness,ReyturnedtofaceGeraldbeforeadmiringlysaying,“You

reallyaresomethingelse,Mr.Crawford!Sendingsomanyofthemflyinginasingleattack…Itwasjust

likewatchinganactionmoviescene!”

“WhileIappreciatethecompliment,couldyoupleasebeabitcalmerinthefuture…”grumbledGerald

asheraisedaslighteyebrowwhilelookingatRey.

Uponhearingthat,theembarrassedandawkwardReysimplyloweredhishead,mumblinginagreement.

Regardless,Junoherselfdidn’treallyblameRey.Withthatinmind,shetriedtoswitchthetopicby

asking,“…Eitherway,whatshouldwedonow,Gerald?TheSoulHuntersaredefinitelygoingtogoafter

usnow!”

Withthemesstheyhadjustcreated,thealertedenemieswoulddefinitelystartcausingthemtroublein

thenearfuture…



“Don’tworry,theystilldon’thaveagoodgrasponouridentitiesfornow!Aslongasweremaininthe

shadowswhilethey’redoingthingsinpublic,Ibelievewecanturnthissituationintoanadvantageous

one!”repliedGeraldinacalmtone.

GeraldbelievedthattheleaderoftheSoulHunterswouldn’twastetoomucheffortonthreenobodies.

Afterall,theirmaintargetwasstillthetokenofDemonicBlood…

Nottoolongafter,thecloakedman—whomGeraldhadmetthedaybefore—couldbeseensittinginhis

tentatacampsite.

AfewSoulHunterswerenowstandingbeforehim—aftergettinghispermissiontoenter—asoneof

themreported,“Webumpedintothreepeculiarindividualsinarestauranttoday,leader!Weknowthat

atleastoneofthemhasextraordinarystrength,andwebelievethatthetrioaren’tregularpeople!”
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Uponhearingthat,thecloakedmanstoodupaswellbeforeasking,“Whatdoweknowaboutthem?”

ThesameSoulHunterfrombeforethenreplied,“Notmuch,thoughweassumethatthey’rehereforthe

tokenofDemonicBloodaswell!”

“Isee…Well,paymoreattentiontothemfromnowon.Ifyoudiscoverthetrio,thenreportback

immediately!Iftheyattempttogetinourway,justgetridofthem!”orderedthecloakedman.

“Loudandclear,leader!”yelledthesoulhuntersinunisonbeforeleavingthetent…

Fastforwardtonighttime,Geraldandhispartycouldbeseensettinguptheirtentsafterfindingflat

ground.Oncethatwasdone,theystartedafireandsataroundit.



Afterashortwhile,Reycouldn’thelpbutlookatGeraldasheasked,“…Is…thereareasonwe’re

campingouthere…?Whydidn’twejustbookahotelroom…?”

TurningtofaceRey,Geraldthenreplied,“TheSoulHuntersaretrackingusdownnow,remember?

Stayinginahotelwouldonlyturnusintosittingducks!”

Hearingthat,ReyquicklyregisteredGerald’slogic.Afterall,ifeveryonefromtheSoulHunter

organizationwashere,thenstayinginahotelwoulddefinitelyincreasetheirriskofbeingfound.That,of

course,wouldplacetheminanextremelydangeroussituation…

Eitherway,abriefmomentlater,Reystoodupbeforesaying,“I…uh…needtousethewashroom!”

Followingthat,Reythenbeganjoggingtowardsomebushes.Sincetheywereinthewilderness,there

reallywasnootherwayforthemtorelievethemselves…

SeeingthatReywasgone,Junowaspromptedtosay,“We’lldefinitelybefacingabloodybattlewiththe

SoulHunterorganizationifwe’refoundagain,Gerald…”

Geraldnaturallyalreadyknewthat,sohesimplynoddedbeforereplying,“Iknow.However,wedon’t

reallyhavemuchofachoice.Afterall,iftheSoulHuntersobtainthetoken,theneverythingwillsurely

gohaywire!”

Afterall,thetokenofDemonicBloodcouldbeusedtocontrolalltheghostsintheworld.Withthatin

mind,iftheSoulHuntersgottheirhandsonit,thentheghostswouldsurelybeusedtoconquerallof

humanity!Bythatpoint,everyonewouldsurelybedonefor!



Shakinghisheadashethoughtaboutit,Geraldthentriedtochangethetopicbyasking,“Speakingof

which…You’recurrentlyattheSageRealmnow,right?”

Noddingslightlyinresponse,Junothensighedbeforereplying,“Iam,thoughI’malreadyatthepeak

stageofthatrealm.Unfortunately,I’vebeenunabletomakeabreakthrough!”

Raisingone’sstrengthtothenextrealmwasnevereasy,andJunosimplydidn’thavethetalentthat

Geraldhad.Withthatinmind,allshecoulddowascontinuetotraininhopesthatshewouldbeableto

breakthroughintothenextrealm.Sadlyforher,shehadalreadybeentrainingtirelesslyforafew

monthsbynow,andthefactthatshestillhadn’tmadeanyprogresswascertainlydisheartening.

“Don’tworry,I’lldefinitelythinkofawaytohelpyoubreakthrough!”saidGeraldashesmiledfaintly

whileconsolingher.

Hearingthat,Junothennodded,placingherfullbeliefinGerald.Hewasdefinitelygoingtohelpher

improveinthelongrun!

ItwasatthatmomentwhenbothofthemsuddenlyheardReyshouting!

Instantlyturningvigilant,bothofthemgotupbeforerunningtowardRey’sdirection!

“What’swrong?”askedGeraldashecautiouslyscannedtheareawhilerunning.

Totheirshock,Rey—whohadn’tevenputhispantsonproperlyyet—wastremblingvigorouslyonthe

ground!



Lookingaroundtoseeifanythinghadattackedhim,GeraldandJunosoonfounditoddthatthey

couldn’tfindanythingoutoftheordinary…
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TheirattentionwasbroughtbacktoReywhentheyheardhisquiveringvoicesay,“I-itwassoterrifying,

Mr.Crawford…!”

LookingatRey’sfearfulexpression,Geraldthenfrownedslightlyasheasked,“Whatis?Whatdidyou

see?”

“Yeah,Imean,theredoesn’tseemtobeanythingaround…”mutteredJunowhowasfeelingjustas

bewilderedasGeraldwas.

Still,bothofthemweresurethatwhateverhadscaredReywasn’taghost.Afterall,theduocouldn’t

sensethepresenceofghostsatall.

“I-I’mnottoosureeither…ButjustasIgotupafterdoingmybusiness,Isuddenlyfeltacoolbreeze

blowpastme…But…then…”mutteredReywhowasnowshakingsomuchthathecouldn’tevenfinish

hissentence.

“…Thenwhat?”askedGerald.

“…W-well…WhenIturnedaroundandlookedup…Isawapairofbloodshoteyesstaringrightbackat

me…!I-Itwassoterrifying…!”stutteredReyasherecalledtheincidenthehadwitnessed.



Uponhearingthat,theduoinstinctivelylookedup…butevenafterscanningaroundagain,neitherof

themwasabletoseeanythingthatReyhadjustdescribed.Alltherewasuptherewasthecrescent

moon…

“…Yousureitwasn’tatrickofyoureyes?Idon’tthinkeitherofusseeanythinglikethat…”askedGerald

ashelookedatReywithaslightlyraisedbrow.

Shakinghishead,Reythendeterminedlyreplied,“Iswearonmylife,Mr.CrawfordandMissZorn!I’m

notjokingaroundhere!Therereallywereapairofbloodshoteyes!”

Seeinghowsureheappeared,GeraldandJunoknewthathewasn’tplayingaround.Addingthattothe

factthatReywastremblingsomuch,hemusthavereallybumpedintosomethingexceedingly

terrifying…

“…Gotit.Regardless,don’tworry,I’mherenow.Nothingwillhappentoyou!Thataside…Pullupyour

pantsalready!”saidGeraldashefirmlypattedRey’sshoulder.

Afterhearingthatstatement,Reylookeddown…beforeturningtolookatGeraldandJunoagain.Ittook

himasecond,butwhenitfinallysetinthathisboxerswereinfullviewthisentiretime,Rey’sface

instantlyreddenedashequicklypulledhispantsup.

Seeingthat,GeraldthenconsoledReyagainbyadding,“Alright,let’sheadbacktoourtentsfirst.Ifyou

needtodoyourbusinessagainlater,I’llkeepyoucompany!”

UnderstandingthatReyhadundergoneamajorshock,thiswastheonlywayGeraldcouldthinkofthat

couldslightlyputReyatease.Evenso,heknewthathiswordsdidn’thelpmuchsinceReystilllookedso

terrified.Theimageoftheglowingredeyesmusthaveimprinteditselfintohismindbythispoint…



Knowingthatstayingouthereforanylongerdefinitelywouldn’thelp,GeraldthenledJunoandRey

backtotheirtents….

Oncetheywerethere,GeraldgotoutsomewarmalcoholandpouredacupforRey.

“Here!Let’sdrinkthathorriblememoryaway!”saidGerald.

ComparedtothemuchmoreexperiencedGerald,Reywasjustafreshuniversitygraduate.Duetothat,

hebarelyhadanyexperiencewiththerealworld,yetherehewas.Outhereonanadventurewith

Gerald.Withthatinmind,GeraldknewthatitwashisresponsibilitytotakecareofReysincehewasthe

onewhodraggedhimintothisinthefirstplace.

Regardless,Reytookthecupwithhisstilltremblinghandsbeforereplying,“…Thankyou,Mr.Crawford!”

WithhowfrightenedReystillwas,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutfeelslightlyworriedthattheghostwasstill

lingeringaround.Whilehediddoaquickscanthroughthearea,itwasfartoodarkbythispointto

clearlydiscernanything…

Whateverthecasewas,afterdowningthehotalcohol,Reyappearedmuchmorerelaxedthanbefore.

Attheveryleast,hewasn’ttremblinganymore.

LookingatRey,Geraldthenaskedinaconcernedtone,“Feelingbetter…?”

Visitchapterlistfornextchapter



Chapter1808

Noddingslightlyinresponse,Reythenreplied,“Verymuchso…”

Hearingthat,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutbreatheasighofrelief.

However,asGeraldturnedtofaceReyagain—abouttosaysomethingelse—,bothheandJunorealized

thatReywasstaringwide-eyedatsomethingbehindthem…

Itwasalsoatthatmomentwhentheduosensedthepresenceofanotherbeingnearby…Somethingwas

definitelyamiss…!

“B-behindyoutwo…!”yelledRey,promptingGeraldandJunotododgetotheside,makingsuretodrag

Reytosafetyaswell.

Thesecondtheywerefarenoughfromtheirtents,allthreeofthemwatchedasablackfigureleaped

highintotheair…beforelandingrightatoptheircampfireandputtingitout!

Nowengulfedindarkness,theterrifiedReyyelled,“T-that’swhatIsawearlier!I’msureofit…!”

AsifwantingtoproveRey’spoint,apairofbeadybloodshoteyesgleamedinthedarknessatthat

moment…andtheywerestaringrightatGeraldandhisparty!

“Whatthehellisthatcreature…?!”askedJunoasshefurrowedherbrows.



WatchingasReyshookhishead,clearlyunsureofwhatitwas,Geraldthenordered,“Whateverthecase

is,disperse!Standingtogetherwillonlymakeiteasierforittoattackallofusatthesametime!Also,get

thetorchlightinyourbag,Juno!Ihaveanidea!”

“Copythat!”repliedJuno.

“Asforyou,Rey!GofindsomeplacetohidewhileIdealwiththisthing!”addedGerald.

Geralddidn’tneedtosaythattwice.Afterall,Reywasn’tabouttostayanywherenearthatterrifying

thing!Besides,heknewthathewouldonlygetinGerald’swayifhestayedhere.

Withthatinmind,Reythennoddedvigorouslybeforethetriodispersed!

ThebloodshoteyesthemselvesimmediatelybeganboltinginGerald’sdirection!

Realizingthatthecreaturewasexceedinglyfastandwasalreadyquiteclosetohim,Geraldsuccessfully

dodgeditschargeattackbeforeyelling,“Anytimenow,Juno!Lightthisplaceupalready!”

“Gotit!”shoutedJunoassheshoneablindinglightinthedirectionofthebloodshoteyes!

AfterJunotossedanothertorchlighttoGerald—whichheeasilycaught—,Geraldturnedhisonaswell,

andwithtwobrightlightsshiningontheeyes,thetriocouldfinallyseewhattheirassailantwas…

Itwasatuskedwildboar!Asifitstusksdidn’talreadylookintimidatingenough,itsentirebodywas

layeredwithsharpspikesaswell!



Staringwide-eyed,noneofthemhadanticipatedtobumpintosuchaferociousbeasthere!

Regardless,allthreeofthemknewthatwildboarswereveryaggressive,andifonewashungry,itwould

attackanythingitperceivedasfood…Apparently,theywereonitsmenu!

Eitherway,allofthemsnappedoutofitthemomenttheboarbeganchargingtowardJunoalmost

maniacally!

Seeingthat,Geraldinstantlyyelled,“Careful,Juno!Turnthetorchlightoff!”
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“Staybackandletmedealwithit!”addedGeraldashequicklyturnedtofacetheboarthatwasnow

charginginhisdirectioninsteadsinceJunohadswitchedhertorchlightoff.

Watchingasthesharp-tuskedboaropeneditsmouthwide—clearlyaimingtochompdownon

Gerald—Geraldknewthatasinglebitefromitcouldeitherkillaregularperson,orattheveryleast,

maimthem.

Naturally,withthatinmind,Geraldwasn’tabouttoallowtheboartodothat.

Dodgerollingtotheside,GeraldthensummonedtheAstrabyssSword.Thoughthesword’smain

purposewastodealwithghosts,Geraldbelievedthatitwouldstillhurtasaregularweapon.

Regardless,thoughthewildboardefinitelylookedferocious,itshumongousbodymadeitquiteslow

andinflexible.Asaresult,itwasunabletofullystopafterGeralddodgeditsattack,anditendedup

rammingrightintoalargetree!



Asaseaofleavesflutteredtothegroundupontheboar’simpact,Geraldknewthatitwasnowornever.

Leapingintotheair,Geraldthenrapidlybegandescending,aiminghisswordfortheboar’sback!

“Die!”roaredGeraldasheplungedthebladeintotheboar’sbackbeforeslicingitopenwithimmense

force!

Withbloodalreadygushingoutfromitsback,thepainedboarletoutamassiveroarthatresonated

acrosstheentireforest…!Tothinkthatthepeaceandquietofnightwouldsuddenlybedisruptedby

suchaterrifyingcry…

Whateverthecasewas,whenitscryfinallydieddown,theboarfloppedtotheground,dead.Since

Geraldhadonlyneededtouseasinglemovetofinishit,inaway,theboarwasn’tallthatdifficultan

enemytodealwith.

Eitherway,uponrealizingthatGeraldhadkilledthewildboar,Reybreathedasighofrelief,feeling

muchmorerelaxednowashesteppedoutfrombehindthetreethathehadbeenhidingbehind…

TogetherwithJuno,theduothenwalkedtowardGeraldandstaredatthemassiveboar’scorpse…

Feelingthattheboarwasevenlargerthanhehadfirstimagined,Reycouldn’thelpbutexclaim,“Mygod!

Whatamassiveboar!”



GeraldandJunohadtoagree.

“…Well,astheysay,goodmeatshouldn’tbewasted!Iguesswenowknowwhat’sfordinner!Incase

you’reworried,wildboarmeatisprettygood!”repliedGeraldwithasmileashebeganusingthe

AstrabyssSwordtosliceoffalargechunkofmeatoffthewildboar.

AsGeraldhadsaid,theyhadn’thadtheirdinneryet,andhewasgladthattheyhadn’t.Afterall,he—of

allpeople—knewthatwildboarmeattastedsuperb!

Ironicallyenough,thewildboarwasnowgettingeateneventhoughitwastheoneonthehuntfor

food…Whiletheexperiencewasdefinitelyafrighteningone,noneofthemwerecomplainingsincetheir

dinnerhadessentiallycometothem.

Regardless,Geraldquicklyrelitthebonfirebeforestartingtoroastthemeatoverthefire…

Soonenough,asweetscentbeganwafflingaround,causingRey’smouthtowaterashestaredatthe

roastingmeatwhilesaying,“Thisisgoingtobemyfirsttimetastingwildboar!”

DisregardingRey’scomment,Geraldpausedforamomentbeforeaskinginaninquisitivetone,“…Tell

me,Rey,doyouknowwhatacultivatoris…?”

“…Acultivator…?Isitanitemofsorts…?”askedReycuriously.
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Rollinghiseyesinresponse,Geraldthenhelplesslyexplained,“Itisn’tevenanobject…Look,cultivators

arepeoplewhodealwithandkeepghostsandspiritsundercontrol…”

“…Huh?So,like…Ghosthuntersorsomething?Likethoseontelevision?”askedRey.

“Moreorless.Eitherway,ifyoudidn’talreadyknow,MissZornandIarecultivators!”repliedGerald

withanod.

SinceReyhadbeenwiththemforawhilenow,Geraldfiguredthatitwouldbebetterifheknewabout

thingslikethese.Whatmore,GeraldwashonestlyconsideringturningReyintoacultivatoraswell.

Afterall,ifReybecameacultivator,theninsteadoffearingeverything,hecouldinsteadstartdealing

withdangersonhisown.Gerald,forone,waswellawarethatheandJunocouldn’tremainbyhissideto

protecthimhisentirelife.Thethoughtofitalonewascompletelyunrealistic!

“…H-huh?Bothofyouare…cultivators…?”askedthenowwide-eyedRey.

ExchangingglanceswithJuno,GeraldandherthensmiledbeforenoddingtowardRey.

“Indeed,weare.Now,myquestionis…Wouldyouliketobecomeoneaswell?”askedGerald.

“…What?Icanbeonetoo?”saidRey,excitementinhiseyesashestaredattheduobeforehim.To

thinkthathewasbeinggivenachancetobeacultivator!Howwonderful!

Rey,forone,hadalwaysdreamedofpossessingmartialartsskillsasgreatasGerald’s.Ifhesuccessfully



becameacultivator,thennolongerwouldheneedtorelyonGeraldforprotection…

SmilingatRey’sresponse,Geraldthenreplied,“Ofcourseyoucan!MissZornandIcandefinitelyteach

youtheropes!”

“I…then,yes!Iwishtobecomeacultivator,Mr.Crawford!”declaredtheexcitedRey.

“Verywell,then.Fromtodayonward,I’llbeyourmasterandI’llteachyouthewaysofbecominga

cultivator!”repliedGerald,officiallymakingReyhisdisciple.

“Thankyoufortakingmeunderyourwing,master!”shoutedRey,immediatelychanginghowhe

addressedGeraldasheknelttotheground.

BeforeReycouldkowtow,however,Geraldquicklypulledhimbackupwhilesaying,“Look,whileI’ve

acceptedyoutobemydisciple,youdon’thavetodothis.Ican’tstandpeoplekneelingbeforemeoutof

theblue!”

Hearingthat,Reythengrinnedsheepishly,realizingthathewasbehavinglikeapersonfromancient

times.

Shakinghisheadwithachuckle,Geraldthenadded,“Alright,settledown.Eitherway,themeatlooks

cookedenoughsolet’sdiginalready!”

Uponhearingthat,thetriothenbeganchowingdownontheirdinner…

“Ineverthoughtthatwildboarwouldtastethisfreshanddelicious!It’sarguablyevenmoredelicious

thanordinarypork!”exclaimedReyaftertakingabite.



TruetoRey’swords,wildboarwasmuchtastierandhadhigherqualityingeneralcomparedtoregular

porkmeat.

“Speakingofwhich,slicesomemoremeatofftheboarlaterandwrapitupinabag.We’llbeeating

boarfortheentiretyoftomorrowandpossiblyeventhedayafter!”saidGerald.

Honestly,iftheyhadawaytoeasilycarrythelargewildboararound,they’dsurelybeabletosellitfora

lot.Gerald,forone,hadcertainlyconsideredtheidea.Unfortunately,carryingsuchahugecorpse

aroundwassimplytoomuch.Withthatinmind,thebestcourseofactionwastojusttakeasmall

portionofitformeals.

Itwouldn’tbeawasteeithersincethecarcasswouldsurelybeenoughtofeedmanyotheranimalsin

theforest…
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Itwaslateintothenightwhenthethreeofthemfinallydecidedtoreturntotheirtentstosleep.

Duetothewildboarincident,allthreeofthemsharedatent.Thatway,theycouldincreasetheoddsof

themsensingdangerandallowthemtoassisteachotheriftheywereattacked.

Thankfully,allwasquietthatnight,andthetriowokeupearlythenextmorning.

Leavingthetentassoonashegotup,Geraldrealizedthattherewerealreadyanumberofbirdsfeasting

onthewildboar’scarcass,withmostofthembeingeaglesandvultures.Geraldpaidthemnonotice,

andinsteadbeganpackingup.



Itwasaroundninewhenallthreeofthemwereupandreadytocontinueontheirjourneyintothe

depthsoftheforest…

AccordingtoOldFlint’smap,walkingpastthephosphoritemountainareawouldallowthemto

accomplishtheirsecondstep.Ofcourse,thatwaseasiersaidthandone.

Afterall,notonlywasthephosphoritemountainextremelyvast,butthetriohadnoideawhatkindsof

dangersawaitedthemthereaswell.Withthatinmind,theycouldonlyhopethattheywereprepared

enoughtofacewhateverobstaclestheycameacross.

Uptillthispoint,theyalreadyhadtodealwiththemassiveboarandtheSoulHunters…Whata

dangerousplace…

Regardless,itwasabouttwohourslaterwhenthetriofinallycameacrossastream.Withthat,theythen

decidedtoreplenishtheirwatersupplyandtakeashortrestwhiletheywereatit.

Nowsittingatopaflatstone,Junofoundherselfasking,“Say…Doyouhaveanyideahowmuchlonger

we’llneedtowalk,Gerald…?”

Shakinghishead,Geraldthenreplied,“Notatall…BasedonOldFlint’smap,allIknowisthatwe’llneed

towalkpastthephosphoritemountainarea…Sadly,themapdoesn’treallyspecifyhowhugethearea

is…”

Justastheywerewonderinghowlargetheareareallywas,anarrowsuddenlyflewpastallthreeof



them!

Immediatelyturningtofacethedirectionthearrowshotoutfrom,thetriowasgreetedbythesightofa

fewmen—donningblackclothes—withcrossbowsinhand!

“SoulHunters!”yelledGeraldasheinstantlyheldontoJunoandRey’sarmsbeforeboltingawaywith

them.

TheSoulHuntersthemselvesinstantlybeganshootingvolleyaftervolleyofcrossbowbolts.Italmostfelt

likeitwasrainingarrows!

Thankfully,thetriomanagedtotakecoverintheforest.

“Dmnit!Howdowekeepbumpingintothosebstards!Howunlucky!”grumbledRey.

“Pleasedon’tforgetthattheentireSoulHunterorganizationishere.Sincethey’vebeendividedinto

severalsmallgroups,it’sprettymuchinevitablethatwe’llconstantlybumpintothemwhilewe’rehere!”

explainedGerald.

Regardless,oncetheyweresurethattheSoulHuntershadlosttrackofthem,allthreeofthemcouldn’t

helpbutsighinreliefbeforeresumingtheirjourney…

Afterwhathadjusthappened,thetriofoundthatitwassafertosimplyusetheforestpathinsteadof

walkingbythesideofthestream.

Comparedtowalkinginanopenarea—whichwouldallowthemtobeeasilyfoundandattacked—,

travelingwithintheforestwouldmakethemhardertospot.Whatmore,therewasalsoplentyofcover



intheforest,makingescapemuchmoreplausiblethere.

Whateverthecasewas,itwasabouthalfanhourlaterwhentheyfinallyfoundahomeinthemiddleof

theforest.

“…Say,doyouseethat,master?Tothinkthatpeoplewouldactuallyliveouthereinthemiddleof

nowhere!”exclaimedRey.
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GeraldandJunoappearedequallyassurprisedasReywas.Afterall,whointherightmindwouldlive

thisdeepintheforest?Ittrulywasmind-boggling.

Afterashortpause,Geraldthensaid,“…Well,sincethere’ssomeonelivinghere,wemayaswellask

themiftheyknowhowmuchfurtherwe’llneedtowalk!”

Noddinginagreement,theduothenbeganfollowingGerald’sleadastheywalkedtowardthehouse…

However,theyquicklyfoundthemselvesretreatingintobushesagainwhentheyrealizedthatafewSoul

Hunterswerealsowalkingtowardthathouse!

Afterknockingonthedoor,whatappearedtobethehouse’sowneropenedit…andbeforehecould

evenreact,theSoulHuntersimmediatelyrushedin!

Followingthat,horrifiedscreamsfilledtheair!



Hearingalltheterrorfrominsidethathouse,Geraldandtheothersquicklyexchangedglances.TheSoul

Huntersweredefinitelytheretoeliminatethatfamily…Howinhumane!

Unabletobearthescreamsanymore,Junofoundherselfpleading,“Gerald,let’shelpthem!TheSoul

Huntershavereallygoneoverthelinethistime…!”

Uponhearingthat,GeraldnoddedbeforeturningtofaceReyandsaying,“Hideherewhileweresolve

theissue,alright,Rey?Don’tmakeamoveuntilwereturn!”

Ofcourse,Reywasn’tabouttogoagainstGerald’sorders,sohequicklyhidinsomenearbybushes.

Seeingthat,GeraldandJunoboltedtowardthehouse!Thesecondtheyarrivedatthenowopendoor,

theywereimmediatelygreetedbythesightofamurderedcouplelyinginapuddleoftheirownblood…

Thesightofthatinstantlyinfuriatedtheduo.FortheSoulHunterstodosuchinhumaneacts…Theytruly

wereworsethanbeasts!

“Youutterb*stards…!”roaredtheangeredJuno.

Atthatmoment,bothofthemheardascreaminggirlcomingfromdeeperinsidethehouse.

“H-helpme…!”screamedthedesperate-soundinggirl.

Wastingnotime,GeraldandJunothenrushedtowardthesourceofthevoice…



RealizingthattherewereafewSoulHuntersstandingintheirway,Geraldimmediatelysummonedthe

AstrabyssSwordbeforeexpertlyslicingalloftheirnecksinoneswiftslash!

AstheSoulHuntersbeganchokingontheirownblood,Junoherselfcontinuedrunningtowardthe

sourceofallthescreaming.Soonenough,sheenteredtheroomwheretheterrifiedscreamsoriginated

from…AndshewasgreetedbythesightofaSoulHunterforcefullypinninghimselfatopaplainly

dressedgirl!

Nowbrimmingwithfury,Junoinstantlystabbedthedisgustingman’sbackbeforeyankinghimoffthe

girl!

SinceJunowasacultivator,shewaswaystrongerthanthesepunySoulHunters.Withthatinmind,she

easilyliftedthehumantrashofftheground…andwithouttheslightesthesitation,sheslicedhisneck!

Unabletoevenreact,themandiedalmostinstantaneouslyinJuno’shands…

Andjustlikethat,theduohadgottenridofalltheSoulHunterswhohadraidedthehouse.

Withtheissuenowresolved,Junothenbeganwalkingovertothefrightenedgirlbeforesittingnextto

her…Assheplacedahandoverthepoorgirl’sshoulder,however,thegirlinstantlybeganscreaming

franticallyassheinstinctivelycurledupintoaball!

Heartbrokenbythegirl’sstateofmind,Junothenslowlyembracedherwhilesaying,“It’salrightnow…

You’resaved…!It’sallgoingtobealright…”

Ittookawhile,butafterJuno’sconstantreassurance,thegirlfinallymanagedtocalmdownslightly…

However,nowthatthefearwasgone,sadnessinstantlysetin,andwithinJuno’sembrace,thegirl

begansheddingtears,herwailsresonatingacrosstheentirehouse…
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HercriesonlymadeJuno’sheartacheevenmore.Geraldhimselfcouldonlyshakehisheadasheslowly

walkedoutoftheroom…

Steppingout,GeraldthensignaledforRey—whowasstillhiding—tocomeover.

Seeingthat,Reythenquicklymadehiswaytowardthehouse…Butthesecondhesawhowbloodyit

wasnowinside,heinstantlydashedoutagaintopukehisgutsout!Sincethiswasthefirsttimehehad

seensuchfreshcorpses,itwasundoubtedlyagreatshocktohim…

Knowingthat,Geraldcouldn’treallyblameReyforhisreaction.Afterall,Geraldhimselfwasonlythis

nonchalanttowardthedeadsincehewasusedtoseeingcorpsesbythispoint.Withthatinmind,Rey’s

tolerancetowardsightslikethesewouldsurelyrisethemorecorpseshewitnessedinfuture.

Regardless,itwassometimelaterwhenReyfinallygatheredthecouragetolookatthecorpsesagain.

OnceGeraldmadesurehewasfine,theduothengottoworkburyingthecorpses.Naturally,they

buriedthegirl’sparentsseparately.

Oncetheyweredone,Reycouldn’thelpbutgrowl,“Thosepeople…they’reinhumane…!”

WhileGeralddidn’treply,hissolemnexpressiondidthetalkingforhim.



TruetoRey’swords,theSoulHunterstrulywereruthlesstobeabletodosuchbrutalacts…

Afterwitnessingallthis,Reywasnowmoredeterminedthanevertobecomeacultivator.Byworking

hard,hewouldhopefullybeabletopreventsceneslikethesefromhappening…

ItwasatthatmomentwhenGeraldraisedhishead…andfloatingbeforehimnow,weretwospirits…

Afterstaringatthemforawhile,Geraldclearedhisthroatbeforerighteouslydeclaring,“…Sirand

madam…Sinceyouwerekilledbythosepeople,I’llbestowpunishmentonthem!I’llmakesurethey

can’tundergoreincarnation!Withthatinmind,pleaserestinpeace…”

Thetwospiritswereobviouslythegirl’sparents,andafterhearingwhatGeraldsaid,theduothen

vanishedintothinair…

Thoughhedidn’texpressit,Geraldwashonestlyfeelingrelieved.Afterall,nowthattheyhadpassedon

inpeace,theywouldn’tendupturningintoevilspirits…

Eitherway,nowthattheyweregone,GeralddrewtheAstrabyssSwordbeforestartingtomuttersome

oddincantations…

ThespellGeraldwaschantingwasknownasSoulEater,andcastingitenabledhimtocompletely

exterminatevillainousspirits.AsGeraldhadearliersaid,anyspiritscaughtwithinthepunishingspell

wouldn’tbeabletobereincarnated…

WhileGeraldrarelyusedthespell,heknewhehadtouseitonthedeadSoulHunters.Afterall,they

deservedthispunishment,andGeraldwasn’tabouttoletthemdieinpeaceandescapejudgment.



Onlytheirsouls’annihilationwouldmakeGeraldfeelthathehadn’tletthegirl’sparentsdown…

Withthechantingcomplete,Geraldthenyelled,“SoulEater!”

Thesecondheshoutedthatout,thespiritsoftheSoulHuntersimmediatelymergedintoawhiteorbor

light…

“Exterminate!”yelledGeraldagainasheslashedrightintotheorboflight,causingittoshatterinto

pieces!

Andwiththat,thepunishmentwascomplete.Nolongerwouldtheirsoulscontinuetoexist,andthey

wouldbeincapableofreincarnatinganymore…

WitnessingallthatGeraldhaddone,Rey—whohadbeenwatchingintentlyfromtheback—couldn’t

helpbutfeelthatitwasallverymagical.Itcertainlymadehimpumpedtobecomeacultivatorwhowas

aspowerfulasGeraldoneday.

Whateverthecasewas,nowthatallthiswasdone,GeraldthenreturnedtotheroomwhereJunoand

thegirlwerein…

Atfirstglance,thegirlhadcompletelycalmeddownbythispoint.Evenso,sheappearedreluctantto

sayaword…FromwhatGeraldcouldtell,shewasstillinastateofshock…

UponrealizingGerald’spresence,Junoimmediatelypleaded,“Gerald…!Please,helpher…!”

GettingwhatJunowastryingtogethimtodo,Geraldthenasked,“…You’resuggestingmetodo‘that’?

Areyousure?”



HearingGerald’squestion,Junoturnedtolookatthegirl…beforeclosinghereyesandnoddingasshe

said,“…I’msure.Idon’twanthertoliveindespairforaslongasshelives…!”
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FromhowseriousJuno’sgazewas,Geraldcouldtellhowmuchshewantedtohelpthegirl.Withthatin

mind,Geraldthenreplied,“…Verywell,then!”

Notunderstandingwhattheduowasgoingonabout,Reycouldonlycontinuestaringatthemwith

curiouseyes…

Geraldhimselfbeganwalkingtowardthegirl…beforegentlyplacingafingeronherforehead.The

secondhereleasedhisfinger,atinyorboflightwasdrawnoutfromthegirl’sforehead…

Followingthat,theorbbegancirclingthegirl’shead…Firstslowly,thenfaster…andfaster…until

eventually,itcompletelydisappeared.

Confused,Reywaspromptedtoask,“…What…wasthat,master…?”

“Hejustremovedhermemory…Agoodchunkofitinfact…Still,it’sbetterforherinthelongrunaslong

asshecanforgetallthat’shappenedtoday…”explainedJuno.

Uponhearingthat,Reywasimmediatelyshocked.Tothinkthatthereexistedskillstoremoveone’s



memories…

“…Regardless,theprocesswillalsocauseherlifespantoshorten,thoughwedon’texactlyknowhow

manyyearshavebeentakenawayfromher…Onlytimewilltell…”addedJuno.

Aswitheverythinginlife,therewereprosandconstoeverything…Whilethegirlwasnowfreeofher

painfulmemories,herlifespanhadnowbeendecreased.Onecouldonlycallitthelawofequivalent

exchange…

Still,ignorancewasbliss.Aslongasthegirlcouldlivehappilyafterthis,theexchangewouldbeworth

it…

Eitherway,itwasn’tlongafterbeforethegirlregainedconsciousness…

LookingatJunaandtheothertwo,theconfusedgirlcouldn’thelpbutask,“…Who…areyoupeople…?”

“…Ah,youfaintedearliersowesavedyou!”repliedJunowithasmile.

“…Oh?Isthatso?I…can’trememberfainting…”mutteredthegirlasshetriedtorememberwhathad

happenedbefore…Ofcourse,therewasnothingtoremembersincehermemorieshadbeenerased.

“Whateverthecaseis,it’sgreatthatyou’redoingfine…Couldyoutellusyourname…?”askedJunoas

hersmilewidened,feelingmuchmoreassurednow.

Uponhearingthat,thegirlinstantlyfrowned.Whatwashername?



Evenafterthinkingforquiteawhile,shesimplycouldn’trecallwhatitwas.Shakingherhead,thevexed

girlthenreplied,“…I…Ican’tremember…”

Hearingthat,GeraldthenturnedtolookatJuno.

Bothofthemwerewellawarethatthereexistedapossibilityofforgettingquiteabitafterundergoing

thememory-erasingprocess…Itappearedthatthegirlhadpickedtheshortendofthestick.

“…Doyouknowwhereyouare?”askedJuno.

Shakingherhead,thegirlthenreplied,“Noidea…Idon’tknowwherethisplaceisatall…!”

Unabletorememberhernameorevenherownhome,itwasclearthatthegirltrulyhadforgotten

everything…
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Thememoryerasuretechniquetrulywassomethingelse…

Whateverthecasewas,GeraldthenturnedtolookatReybeforeordering,“…Goseeifyoucanfindany

booksorIDcardsbelongingtoher.”

“Rogerthat!”repliedReyasheinstantlybegansearchingaroundthehouse.



Itwasn’tlongafterbeforeReymanagedtofindabookwithhernamewrittenonit…

HandingthebooktoGerald,Reythensaid,“Master,IthinkI’vefoundit!HernameshouldbeYrsa!”

TakingthebookfromRey,Geraldthenlookedatitbeforehandingittothegirlandsaying,“…Yeah,your

nameappearstobeYrsa!”

Nowholdingontothebook,thegirlcouldn’thelpbutfurrowherbrows,aclearindicationthatshe

didn’tevenrecognizethebook.

Vexedoutofhermind,Yrsathenbeganshakingherheadagainasshereplied,“…Ireallycan’t

rememberifthat’sreallythecase…”

“Don’tworry,I’msureit’llcomebacktoyouoneday…”consoledJuno.

“Ihopeso…Still,whoareallofyou…?”askedJunoinacurioustone.

“…We’re…yourgoodfriends!Whileyoumaynotrememberus,it’sfinesincewestillrememberyou,”

liedGeraldasnaturallyashebreathed.

Yrsaherselfdidn’tappeartodoubtGerald’swords.Afterall,Yrsawascurrentlynothingmorethana

blankslate.Sincesheknewnothing,theonlythingshecoulddowasbelievewhateveryoneelsetold

her…



Besides,asshethoughtaboutit,shefiguredthatthetriocouldn’tbevillainssincetheydidclaimtohave

savedher…

HertrainofthoughtwascutshortwhenGeraldsuddenlyasked,“Yrsa…Areyouwillingtolivewithus

fromnowon…?”

Whileshewasunderstandablyshockedtohearthat,Yrsaeventuallynoddedasshereplied,“…Iam.

Afterall,Ican’trememberanything…You’retheonlypeopleIknowandtrustatthemoment!”

Hearingthat,thethreeofthembreathedsighsofrelief.Sinceshewaswillingtocomealongwiththem,

theycouldatleastensurethatshewasproperlytakencareof…

“…Verywell,then!Come,let’scleanupabitandgetoutofhere!”declaredGerald,understandingthat

theplacetheywerecurrentlyinwasn’tparticularlysafe.

IfthepreviousSoulHunterscouldfindthisplace,thenotherSoulHunterswoulddefinitelybeableto

finditaswell.Withthatinmind,thesoonertheyleft,thebetter.

Afterquicklypackingup,thefourofthemthenleftthearea…

Naturally,Geralddidn’tmentionanythingaboutYrsa’sparents.Afterall,ignorancewasbliss.Thepoor

girldidn’tneedtoremembersuchapainfulincident,especiallyafterGeraldhadtodecreaseherlifespan

justtomakeherforget…

Regardless,asthefourbeganventuringintotheforest,aSoulHuntercouldbeseenrunningtowarda

tent—thatwaslocatedattheSoulHunter’scampsite—quiteadistanceaway…



Uponentering,theSoulHunterinstantlyreported,“L-leader!We’velostcontactwiththeseventh

squad!”

“What?Howmanypeoplewereinthatsquad?”askedthecloakedmanwhohadbeensittinginthetent

beforehissubordinatecamerunningin.
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Hearingthedeep-voicedman’squestion,theSoulHunterthenreplied,“Thereweresixofthem,sir!And

noneofthemcanbecontacted!”

Uponhearingthat,thecloakedman’sexpressioninstantlyturnedugly.Forsixmentohavelostcontact

justlikethat…Somethingterriblemusthavehappened…!

“Whenwasthelasttimewewereabletocontactthem?”askedthecloakedman.

“Fromwhatwe’vegathered,theywerelastheardfromnearthemountainpass!”

“Isee.Ordersomementoheadthereimmediately.Theseventhsquadmustbefound,regardlessof

whetherthey’redeadoralive!”instructedthecloakedman.



“Loudandclear!”yelledtheSoulHunterasheboltedofftodoashehadbeentold.

NeitherofthemknewthatGeraldandJunohadendedthelivesofallsixofthosemen…However,once

thecloakedmanfoundoutaboutthedeed,hewouldsurelyexplodeinrage…

Evenso,itwasundeniablethatthedeadSoulHuntersdeservedwhattheygotforbeingsoinhumane.

Regardless,itwasaboutanhourlaterwhentheSoulHunters—whohadbeensentouttosearchforthe

men—returnedtothecampsitewiththesixcorpsesoftheseventhsquad…

“B-badnews,leader…!”yelledaSoulHunterasherushedintothecloakedman’stent.

“Whatisit?Butfirstoff,calmyourself!”retortedthecloakedmanasheglaredathissubordinate.

Gulping,theterrifiedSoulHunterthenreported,“T-themenyousentouttosearchfortheseventh

squad…They’vereturnedwithsixcorpses!Theseventhsquadwascompletelytakenout…!”

“What?!”roaredthecloakedmanfuriouslyashegotupandwalkedoutofhistent.

Thesecondhesteppedout,hewasinstantlygreetedbythesightofsixcorpseslaidoutinarow…Each

ofthemhaddeepgashesintheirnecks…



Clenchinghisfiststightly,theangeredmanthengrowled,“…Who’sresponsibleforthis…Whothehell

evendares…!”

Thecloakedmancouldn’tjustsitstillaftersixofhismenhadbeentakenout.

“Afterexaminingthecorpses,we’vefoundthatfiveofthemdiedinasingleslashacrosstheneck!From

whatwe’vebeenabletotell,theassailantwasn’tusinganordinarybladeeither!Asforthesixthvictim,

hediedfromasliceonhisneckaswell,thoughitappearstobefromadifferentblade!”reportedared

uniformedSoulHunter.

TheSoulHuntersweredividedinrankaccordingtothecolorstheiruniformswere.

Thosefromthelowestlevelworeblack,anduponpromotion,theywouldbegivenareduniform.Only

thestrongestofthestrongwouldbebestowedwithpurpleuniforms.

Naturally,thecloakedmanwasstillthestrongestindividualintheorganization.Whilethatwasaknown

fact,nobodyknewhowpowerfulhereallywas.Infact,nobodyevenknewhisrealnameorhadany

otherinformationabouthim.Hewasatrulymysteriousindividual…

“…Isee!Asitturnsout,ouropponentsthistimearen’tordinarythreats!”scowledthecloakedmanas

henarrowedhiseyes.

Atthatmoment,ablack-uniformedSoulHuntercamerunningoverbeforereporting,“Leader!Thefifth

squadjustsentinareportstatingthattheycameacrossthreeindividualsnexttothestreamtheday

before!Thoughthetriomanagedtoescape,what’sinterestingtonoteisthatthestreamisn’ttoofaroff

fromthemountainpass!”

Hearingthat,thecloakedmancouldalreadyseewhattheSoulHunterwastryingtosay.



Basedonthecluestheynowhad,therewasahighchancethatthosethreepeoplewereresponsiblefor

murderingtheentireseventhsquad…
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“Listencloselyandforwardmyorderaround!Everyone’stobefullyarmedatalltimes!Also,gather

somepurpleSoulHunterstohuntdownthattrio!Iwantthemdeadbytheendofallthis!”yelledthe

cloakedmanafterashortpause.

“Loudandclear,leader!”yelledtheotherSoulHuntersastheyraisedtheirfistsinresponse.Geraldand

theothershadnoideajusthowmuchdangertheyweregoingtobeinsoon…

Regardless,itwasn’tlongafterbeforethenightskybeganencroachingin…

Bythatpoint,Geraldandhispartyhadsetupcampunderalargetreeandwerealreadygrillingthe

remainingmeatoverafiretheyhadstarted.

SinceReywaschattingwithYrsa,JunochosetostaybyGerald’ssideinstead.

Therewasabriefmomentofsilencebetweenthem,buteventually,Geraldtookinadeepbreathbefore

saying,“…Hearmeout,Juno,butIhaveanideaofsorts!”

Raisingabrow,theamusedJunoalreadyhadahunchastowhathisideawas.

“DoesyourideagoalongthelinesofmeacceptingYrsaasmydisciple?Youwanthertogrowtobecome



acultivator,don’tyou?”askedJunostraightoffthebat.

SurprisedthatJunohadreadhimlikeanopenbook,Geraldthendisplayedaseriousexpressionbefore

stating,“…Indeed.SinceI’veerasedallhermemories,itshouldbeeveneasierforhertolearntheways

ofacultivatornow!”

“You’renotwrongthere.I’llbehonestandsaythatI’vebeenthinkingaboutthataswell.Afterall,Ican’t

justletyouhaveallthedisciples!Iwantoneaswell!”repliedJunowithachuckle.

“Thenit’ssettled!I’llseeifIcanpersuadeYrsathen!”repliedGerald,understandingthatYrsa’sconsent

inallthiswasequallyasimportant.Evenso,Geraldstronglybelievedthatshewouldaccepttheoffer.

Withthatinmind,hethencalledYrsaovertositbyhisside.

Afterobedientlycomingover,Yrsathentookaseatbeforeaskingwithasmile,“Yes,brotherGerald?Is

theresomethingyouwantedtotalkabout?”

“Indeed!Well,firstoffthereareafewquestionswe’dliketoask!”repliedGeraldwithasubtlesmile.

“I’llanswerwhatIcan!”declaredthetrustinggirlratherenthusiastically.Sheappearedtoreallytrust

Gerald…

“Alright,firstoff…DoyouhaveanyideawhatMissZornandIdo?”askedGerald.

Uponhearingthatquestion,Yrsaimmediatelyraisedabrow.Itwasevidentthatshehadn’tthought

aboutitbefore.HadGeraldnotinitiatedthequestion,shewould’vesurelyremainedoblivioustothe

thoughtforquiteawhile…



Regardless,nowthatGeraldwaspromptingthequestion,Yrsafoundherselfgettingincreasinglycurious

abouttheduo’soccupation…Afterall,humanswerenaturallycuriouscreatures.

“Notaclue…Mindsharing,brotherGerald…?”askedYrsawithasheepishsmile.

“Well,we’recultivators!”repliedGerald.

“…Cultivators?What…kindofjobevenisthat…?”askedYrsaconfusedly.Itcouldjustbeheramnesia,

butshehadneverheardofsuchaprofessionbefore!

Visitchapterlistfornextchapter

Chapter1818

“Alright,solistenclosely…Humansaren’ttheonlyoneswhoinhabitthisplanet…Therearealsosouls

andghosts!Ascultivators,MissZornandIaretaskedwithmaintainingjusticeandbalancebetween

bothworlds!”explainedGerald,muchtoYrsa’samazement.

Tothinkthatsuchincrediblepeoplewhocoulddealwithghostsexisted…

Afterthinkingforawhile,shethenturnedtolookatReybeforeasking,“…Then…IsReyalso…?”

Chucklinginresponse,Geraldthenreplied,“Rey’sjustjoinedourteamrecently,andhe’smydisciple!

Speakingofdisciples,I’mtellingyouallthisforareason.Yrsa,whatdoyouthinkaboutbecomingMiss

Zorn’sdiscipletobecomeacultivator?Naturally,it’salluptoyouandwewon’tforceyouifyoudon’t



wanttogowiththat!So,whatdoyousay,Yrsa?”

“HowcouldIsayno,brotherGerald?Afterall,allthreeofyousavedmylife!Withthatsaid,Ifullyagree

withbeingMissZorn’sdisciple!I’lldefinitelybecomeanexcellentcultivator!”repliedYrsaina

determinedtone.

“I’mgladyou’resoenthusiasticaboutit,Yrsa!Still,pleaseunderstandthatonceyoustart,there’sno

goingbackandyoucanonlycontinuebeingacultivatortillthedayyoudie…Naturally,you’llalsobe

facingallsortsofghostsandsouls,soyou’llneedtoovercomeyourfearofthemaswell!”saidGerald.

“Don’tworry,brotherGerald!I’lldefinitelydomybest!WithyouandMissZornguidingmealongmy

way,I’msureI’llbeabletobecomethebestcultivatorthereis!”declaredYrsainaconfidenttone.

“Wellsaid!Nowthen…Goaheadandpayrespecttoyourmaster!”saidGeraldwithasmileashestood

upwhilesignalingYrsatofaceJuno.

Hearingthat,JunoandYrsagotupaswell.

WalkingovertoJuno,Yrsathendeclared,“MissZorn-no,master!Fromtodayonward,pleasetakecare

ofmeonmyjourneyofbecomingacultivator!”

Uponhearingthat,Junowasunabletohidehersatisfiedsmile.Afterallthistime,shefinallyhadher

owndisciple…

Reyhimself—whohadbeensittingattheside—wasequallyashappy.NotonlyhadYrsadecidedtojoin



theirparty,butshewasgoingtobecomeacultivatornowtoo!

“Wellsaid!”repliedJuno,unabletocontainherexcitement.

However,thesecondshesaidthat,severalshadowyfiguressuddenlyboltedoutfromtheforests

surroundingthem!

Uponseeingthat,Geraldandtheothersimmediatelystoodwiththeirbacksagainsteachother,now

fullyvigilant.

“D*mnit,it’stheSoulHuntersagain!”scowledJuno.

Geraldcouldn’thelpbutraiseaneyebrow.Hedidn’tthinktheywouldlocatethemthatquickly…

“TakecareofReyandYrsa,Juno.Nowleavewhileyoucan!I’llbetakingthesepeopleon!”ordered

Gerald.

“Loudandclear!Please,becareful!”repliedJunoasGeraldsummonedhisAstrabyssSword.

Seeingthesword,oneofthepurpleSoulHuntersimmediatelypointedatitbeforeyelling,“Thatmust

betheweapon,brothers!”

Withhowuniqueandsharpthebladelooked,theSoulHunterswereabletoimmediatelydiscernthatit

wastheoneusedtotakeouttheseventhsquad…
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“YouSoulHuntersjustdon’tknowwhentogiveup,doyou?”scoffedGeraldasheglaredatthem.

“Shutit!Youkilledquiteanumberofthosefromourorganization,kid!Withthatinmind,we’remaking

youpayifit’sthelastthingwedo!”yelledtheleaderofthegroupasheangrilypointedatGerald.

ItwasonlyasecondafterhissentenceendedwhenthefourotherSoulHuntersbeganchargingat

Gerald!

WithhowfastthesepurpleSoulHunterswere,Geraldcouldimmediatelytellthattheywereona

differentlevelcomparedtotheblackSoulHunters.Afterall,asidefromtheirimmensespeed,theyalso

appearedmuchstronger.Theleaderoftheorganizationmusthavebeenfuriousifhewassendingso

manyofhisbestmenovertokillGerald.

Regardless,itwasn’tlongbeforethefiveSoulHunterswereattackingGeraldfromalldirectionswith

multipletechniques.Truthbetold,hewasjustgladthatallofthemchosetoattackhiminsteadofgoing

afterhisparty.

Eitherway,whilethefiveSoulHuntersappearedstrong,theywerehonestlynothingtoGerald.

Withthat,Geraldquicklydrewacirclearoundhimbeforeyelling,“WindandDustShield!”

Thesecondhisincantationended,strongwindsbeganencirclinghim!Withhowstrongthewindand

dustcloudswere,allfiveoftheSoulHuntersendedupgettingpushedbackward!



Whiletheywerestunned,oneofthemquicklysnappedoutofitbeforeyelling,“He…He’sacultivator!”

Noneofthemhadanticipatedbumpingintoacultivatorallthewayouthere.Nowonderhewasso

strong!

Snortinginresponse,Geraldthensneered,“Well,nowthatyouknowaboutthis,don’tevendream

aboutleavingthisplacealive!”

BeforetheSoulHunterscouldevenreacttothat,Geraldtookasinglestepforward…andtheverynext

second,hewasgone!

TheSoulHuntersweren’tevenabletowidentheireyesintimebeforeacrispslashingsoundcouldbe

heard…Andasplitsecondlater,abloodymistbeganrisingintotheairasGeralddrewhisbladeout

fromthedeadSoulHunter’schest…!

DespitebeingfearfulwhentheyrealizedthatasinglestabwasallittookforGeraldtofinishofftheirally,

theremainingSoulHuntersrefusedtoretreat.

Afterall,theSoulHuntermottowastoneverretreat,evenwhentheoddswereagainstthem.While

havingthisdrilledintotheirmindsdefinitelymadethemcompetentindividualswhoweren’tafraidof

death,itwasalsothereasonwhyallSoulHuntersweredestinedtoenduplosingtheirhumanityand

turningintocold-bloodedbeasts.

TheinhumaneseventhsquadthatGeraldendedupslaughteringweretextbookexamplesofthat

statement…



Regardless,asthefourSoulHuntersbeganlaunchinganotherwaveofattacksonGerald,Geraldsimply

liftedhisblade…andablindinglightsuddenlyappeared,followedbymultipleslashingsounds…!

Bythetimethelightdimmeddown,fourfreshcorpseswerealreadylyingintheirownpuddlesof

blood…

NoneofthefiveSoulHuntershadevencomeclosetobeingamatchagainstGerald…

Eitherway,nowthattheyweredead,Geraldbeganproppingthecorpsesatopsometrees…andonce

thatwasdone,heusedtheSoulHunters’bloodtowrite—withbigletters—onthetrees,‘Theydeserved

theirdeaths!’

Withthatdone,hethenquicklyregroupedwithhispartytoplantheirnextmove…

“Firstthing’sfirst,Ithinkweshouldhideourtracks,Gerald!Otherwise,we’llonlygettrackeddownby

evenmoreSoulHunters!”
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AfterhearingJuno’ssuggestion,Geraldthenreplied,“Agreed.Let’skeepthatinmind,then!”

Bycoveringtheirtracks,they’datleastbeabletolowerthechancesofSoulHuntersfindingthemagain.

Geraldreallywasn’tallthatkeenonbeinghunteddowndayinanddayout…



Ashewasthinkingabouthowmuchlesstheywouldhavetoworryiftheycoveredtheirtracks,a

thoughtsuddenlycametoGerald.

TakingoutthemapthatOldFlinthadgivenhim,Geraldscannedthroughitforawhilebeforepointingat

atown—onthemap—andsaying,“…Let’sheadtherenext.Whilethejourneywilltakealittlelonger,

we’llatleastbeabletobypassthephosphoritearea.Sinceit’satown,we’llalsogetachanceto

resupplythere!”

“Anythingyousay!”repliedJunowithouttheslightesthesitation.

Nowthatthatwasdecided,thegroupoffourthenchangedtheirrouteandbeganheadingtowardthe

townonthemap…

ThetownitselfwasknownastheTownofFiveElements,anditwasaptlynamedthatwaydueto

geographicalreasons.

Eitherway,aftertravelingforanentireday,thefourfinallyarrivedattheentranceofthetown.

Contrarytothepreviouslackofhumans,thegroupquicklyrealizedthatthetownwasbothlivelyand

busy.Inaway,itwasalmostasthoughtheentiretownwasabustlingmarketplace…

“Everyone!Theblackmarket’sputtingupacrystalskullforauction!Let’sgocheckitout!”yelleda

youngmanoutoftheblue.

Hearingthat,manyweredrawntohisproposal,includingGeraldandhisparty.Tothinkthatthere’dbe

ablackmarketinthetown!

“Whydon’twegoseeittoo?”saidReywhohadalwaysbeeninterestedinthingslikethese.



“Sure,whynot?”repliedGerald,seeingnoreasontorefuse.Inallhonesty,evenhewasinterestedto

seewhatelsewasupforauction.

Followingthecrowd,allfourofthemsoonarrivedattheTownofFiveElement’sblackmarket….

Fromguns,bombs,toevendrugs,prettymucheverythingwassoldthere!Ittrulywasafascinating

place…

Eventually,thefourofthemfoundanemptyspottostandin.However,itwouldn’tbelongbeforea

manwearingahatandleatherjacketascendedthestage…

“Greetings,everyone!MynameisMarioGrant,andI’mthechiefadministratoroftheblackmarket!I’ll

sayitrightnowthattheitemwe’reauctioningtodayisextremelyextraordinary!Itwouldn’tbeastretch

tosaythatjustseeingitwillbroadenyourhorizons!WhileI’msurethatmanyofyouhavealreadyheard

aboutit,I’dliketoemphasizethatthere’sonlyoneofitskindontheplanet!Withthatsaid,doIeven

needtoelaborateonhowrarethetreasureis?”declaredthemanintheleatherjacketratherexcitedly.

Uponhearingthat,theoverwhelmedaudienceinstantlybegancheeringfortheitemtobeshown!

“Verywell,then!Ipresenttoallofyou…thecrystalskull!Bringituponstage!”orderedMarioasoneof

hissubordinatesquicklycarriedaboxontothestagebeforehandingittothechiefadministrator.

Afterreceivingit,Mariocarefullyunliddedthebox…andwithagrin,hethentookthecrystalskullout,

showingittotheaudienceasheshouted,“Behold!Ourmarvelousauctionitemtoday,thecrystalskull!”
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LookingatthecrystalskullthatMariowasholdingonto,everyonebelowstagecouldn’thelpbutcheer

inawe,includingGeraldandhisparty.Afterall,thefourindividualshadn’texpectedtofindsucha

precioustreasureouthereofallplaces.

Withtheskullbeingsoclearanddazzling,itwasnowonderwhyitwascapableofmakingeveryone

experienceaspecial,indescribablefeeling…

Whateverthecasewas,everyonesnappedoutofitwhenMarioclearedhisthroatbeforedeclaring,

“Let’sstartthebiddingatfourmillion!Tomakethingsclear,eachbidincrementshouldn’tbelessthana

million!Withthatoutoftheway,letthebiddingbegin!”

“Fivemillion!”yelledamanasheimmediatelyraisedhishand.

“Sixmillion!”shoutedanothermanashefurtherincreasedthebid.

Thewaythesepeoplewereshoutingsuchmassivenumberssoeagerlycouldonlybecomparedtowater

flowingoffawaterfall.Itwasalmostasthoughbiddingbythemilliondidn’thurtthematall!



“Sevenmillion!It’smine!”declaredabespectacledman,almostasthoughhewassurethatnobody

wouldbeabletotopthat.

Evenso,thiswasanauction.Aslongasonehadthemoney,itwasafreeforall.Withthatinmind,

nobodyevengavearat’sarseabouthisstatement.

“Canitandscram!I’mpayingeightmillion!”scoffedafatmanasheglaredatthebespectacledbidder

frombefore.

Withhowquicklythenumberswererising,thecrystalskullsoonexceededthetenmillionpoint.Had

thesepeoplegoneinsane?!

“It’s…justaskull,right…?Havethesepeoplegonenuts?Dotheyevenunderstandthevalueof

money…?”exclaimedtheastonishedRey.

“Heh.Therichliveinaworldwecanneverunderstand!”repliedGeraldwithasubtlesmile.

WhileGeraldwascertainlyrich,hewasn’tinterestedinjustthrowingmillionsofdollarsawayjustfor

somestupidskull.Moneyshouldn’tbespentthatway!

Bytheendofit,thecrystalskullendedupgettingboughtbythesamebespectacledmanatawhopping

priceoffifteenmillion!

“Congratulations,mister!Withabidoffifteenmillion,thecrystalskullnowbelongstoyou!”declared

Mario.

Thebespectacledmanhimselfimmediatelybeganindulginghimselfintheadmirationfromthecrowd.



Seeinghowproudandmightythemannowfelt,onecouldsaythatthiswaswhatmostrichpeople

strivedtofeel.

Regardless,withtheauctionnowover,Geraldturnedtolookathispartybeforesaying,“Let’sgo,

there’snothingelsetoseehere!”

Withthat,thefourthenlefttheblackmarkettocontinuewanderingabouttherestofthetown…

Notlongafter,however,theycameacrosstheman—whohadboughtthecrystalskull—again.

“Say…isn’tthatthepersonwhohadboughttheskullearlier,brotherGerald?”askedRey,recognizing

thebespectacledman.

Noddinginresponse,Geraldthenwatchedasthemanwalkedrightpastthem,appearingsomewhat

nervous…Nowwhywasthat…?

Havingagutfeelingthatsomethinginterestingwouldhappeniftheyfollowedhim,Geraldthensaid,

“…Hey,let’ssneakilyfollowhim!”

Seeingnoreasontoobject,thetriothenbegantailingafterGeraldwhowasalreadyaheadofthem…

Itwasn’ttoolongafterbeforetheymanagedtotailhimallthewaytoahouseofsorts…

Afterscanninghissurroundings,thebespectacledmanhurriedlyenteredthehouse,makingsuretolock

thedoorbehindhim…



“Stayhere.I’mgoingaheadtohavealookatwhathe’supto!”whisperedGeraldashemadeagiant

leap…beforelandingrightonthehouse’sroof!
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Lyingonhisstomach,Gerald—whowascarefultobequietashedidallthisontheroof—thenstared

intotheyard…OnlytoseethatthebespectacledmanwasnowstandingrightbeforeMario!How

unexpected!

Fromthelooksofit,theyseemedtobediscussingsomethingimportant…

Whiletheirmeetingwasalreadyastonishingenough,whathappenednexttrulyshockedGerald.

Eyeswidened,GeraldcouldonlystareasMariotookadaggerfromhisjacketandstabbedthe

bespectacledmanrightinthechest!Marioseemedtohavestabbedthemanrightinthehearttoo,

sincethebespectacledmandiedalmostimmediatelyafter…

Asthebespectacledmanfloppedlifelesslytotheground,Geraldsawthathiseyeswerewideopen,an

evidentsignthathewasn’tabletodieinpeace…

Regardless,withthemannowdead,Mariothenwipeditcleanwithacloththathehadbroughtalong

beforeslidingthedaggerbackintohisjacket…

Followingthat,Mariothenshoutedtowardthehouse,promptingtwomentocomeoutshortlyafter.



“Takecareofthecorpse!”orderedMarioasthetwomenquicklynoddedbeforestuffingthenowdead

bespectacledmanintoasackandcarryinghimaway…

Ofcourse,Geraldhadwitnessedallthis.Truthbetold,hehadn’texpectedMariotobesucharuthless

person.Tothinkthathewouldjustmurderhisownclientrightafterobtainingthemoney…Whatmore,

thecrystalskullwasnowhistohaveagain!Howcruel!

Afterseeingallthistakeplace,Geraldwaspromptedtothink,‘Whatisevenwrongwiththeworld

today…Howheartless…He’salreadypaidfortheitem,justlethimhaveit!Attheveryleast,youcould

havesparedhislifeevenifyoutooktheitembyforce!’

Whateverthecasewas,Geraldfeltluckythathehadn’tbidonthecrystalskullbackwhenhewasstillin

theblackmarket.Afterall,whoknowsifhecould’vepotentiallyendedupdyinglikethebespectacled

man…

Eitherway,Geraldthenshookhisheadbeforereturningtohisparty.

“Anythinginterestinghappened…?”askedJunocuriously.

“Indeed.Thebespectacledmanisnowdead!”repliedGeraldwithoutmincinghiswords.

“…Huh?Butwhy?Andhow?”exclaimedRey,astonished.

“Rememberthatauctioneerbackattheblackmarket?ThatMarioguy?Hekilledhim!”explainedGerald

ashefurtherelaboratedwhathehadearliersaw.



BythetimeGeraldwasdone,Reyandtheothersweremomentarilystunnedspeechless.Tothinkthat

Mariowasactuallysuchanevilperson!

“…Sincehecommittedthemurdersoefficiently…Hemusthavedonethesametoalltheprevious

clients!”saidJuno.

Noddinginresponse,Geraldthenreplied,“Ibelievesoaswell.Thesepeoplearemakingquickbucks

withouthavinganylosses!”

“Howobnoxious!”growledRey.

Evenso,therewasn’treallyanythingthefourpeoplecoulddo.Afterall,thebespectacledmanwas

alreadydead.

“…Regardless,let’sleavethisplaceassoonaspossible.Lingeringaroundhereisbadnews!”saidGerald

afterabriefpause,nowwellawareofhowevilpeoplecouldgetinthistown.

Withthat,thepartyoffourthenbeganleavingthearea…

Unfortunately,sinceitwasalreadygettingdark,Geraldandhispartyhadnochoicebuttostaythenight

intown…Interestinglyenough,alltheaccommodationplaceshereresembledancientinns.

Afterlocatingaratherinconspicuousinn,thefourthendecidedtostaythenightthere…
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Uponenteringtheinn,Geraldsawtheinnkeeperandcalledout,“Evening!Anyavailablerooms,boss?

Wehavefourpeopleandwerequiretworooms!”

Lookingatthem,theinnkeeperthenasked,“Beforethat,wheredoallofyoucomefrom?”

WhileGeraldandhispartywererightfullystartled,Geraldsimplysmiledbeforereplying,“We’re…From

SwindawnCity!We’rejusthereforleisure!”

Hearingthat,theinnkeeperthennoddedbeforesaying,“Verywell,then.Hereareyourtworoomkeys!

Yourroomsareattheendofthecorridoronthesecondfloor!”

“Appreciateit,boss!”repliedGeraldashetookthekeysandbeganleadinghispartyupstairs.

Followingtheinnkeeper’sdirections,thegroupthenmadetheirwaytotheendofthecorridor.The

ladiesweretosleepintheroomontheleftwhileGeraldandReywouldsleepintherightone.

Regardless,GeraldquicklylockedthedoorbehindhimonceheandReyhadentered.

Nowthattheyhadprivacy,Reywaspromptedtoask,“…I’mnotsureifyou’venoticedthis,butpeoplein

thistownseemtogiveoutsiderslikeusstrangelooks…Theinnkeeperwasnoexceptioneither…”

“Ihave,andIhaveagutfeelingthattheinnkeeperisn’tagoodpersoneither.Withthatinmind,let’s

taketurnssleepingandkeepingwatchoverthesituation.I’llbefirsttokeepwatch,andwecanswitch

placeslaterinthenight,”suggestedGerald.



“Soundsgood!”repliedRey,feelingmuchsafernowthatGeraldhadsuggestedthat.

Atthatmoment,knockingcouldsuddenlybeheardcomingfromGerald’sdoor.

Raisingaslightbrow,Geraldthenasked,“Whoisit?”

“It’stheinnkeeper!I’mheredeliveringsomewarmwater!”repliedtheinnkeeperasGeraldandRey

exchangedglanceswitheachother.

SignalingforReytoopenthedoor,Reythendidashewastold.

Withthedoornowopen,theinnkeeperthenenteredwithakettleofhotwaterbeforeplacingitona

table.

Watchingastheinnkeepersmiledatbothofthem,Geraldthenfakedasmileashesaid,“My,my!How

thoughtfulofyoutodeliverhotwatertous!”

Chucklinginresponse,theinnkeeperthenreplied,“It’sonlyrightformetodosoformycustomers!

Regardless,I’mheretotellyounottoheadouttheinnatnight…It’snottoosafeoutthereinthedark.

Trytojuststayinyourrooms!”

Uponhearingthat,GeraldandReyexchangedglancesagain,wonderingwhattheinnkeeperwason

about.

“Boss-”



“Gotit,boss!Weappreciatethewarning!”saidGeraldashecutRey’ssentenceshort.

Noddinginresponse,theinnkeeperthenreplied,“Goodtohear!Also,ifthere’sanythingyouneedin

thenight,don’thesitatetocallme!”

Aftersayingthat,theduothenwatchedastheinnkeeperlefttheirroom…

Steppingouttomakesurethattheinnkeeperhadgonedownstairs,theconfirmationthathewasreally

gonemadeGeraldbreatheasighofreliefasheclosedthedooragain.

“Aboutwhatyoudidearlier…”mutteredRey.

“Somethingsaren’tmeanttobeaskedsobluntly,Rey.Rememberthat,”saidGerald.

Brieflynodding,Reythenasked,“Gotit,brotherGerald.Eitherway…Afterwhatjusthappened,doyou

stillthinkthattheinnkeeperisabadperson…?”
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WhileReycouldtellthatsomethingwasoffabouttheinnkeeper,hesimplycouldn’tpinpointwhatit

was,andquitefrankly,thatwasdrivinghiminsane.

Shakinghisheadinresponse,Geraldthenreplied,“WhileI’mnottoosurewherehe’sbadornot,I’mat

leastcertainthatthere’saproblemwithhim.Afterall,Isawhimconstantlylookingaroundourroom

earlier,almostasthoughhewassearchingforsomething.Myguessisthathemusthavesomesecret



here!”

Whatmore,thefactthattheinnkeeperhadtoldthemnottoleavetheirroomstonightonlyservedto

makethemmoresuspiciousofhim.Withthatinmind,thecuriousduowasnowkeenonunravelinghis

truenaturetonight!

“…Let’sheadtoMissZorn’sroomforthemoment!”saidGerald.

Reywasthinkingthesamething,andwiththat,bothofthemthenwalkedoutandbeganknockingon

thedooroppositeoftheirs…

“Whoisit…?”askedJunoinasimilarfashiontohowGeraldhadaskedearlier.Itwasaclearsignthatshe

wasbeingvigilantaswell.

“It’sGerald!”repliedtheyouthasJunoopenedthedoorafewsecondslater.

SeeingthatReywasthereaswell,Junowaspromptedtoask,“Is…somethingthematter…?”

“Let’stalkinside,”repliedGeraldasheandReyenteredherroom,onlytoseethatYrsaherselfhadbeen

watchingtelevisiononthebed.

Onceshelockedthedoorbehindthem,Junothengotstraighttothepointassheasked,“So…What

happened?”

“Essentially,bothReyandIfeelthattheinnkeeperisalittleoff.Withthatinmind,we’dlikeyoutwoto

comesleepinourroomlater.We’lljustleavethisroomemptyforthenight,”saidGerald.



“I’massumingyou’retryingtouseourcurrentroomasbaittotesttheinnkeeperforfoulplay…?”asked

Junowhowasquicktocatchon.

“Couldn’thavesaiditbettermyself,”repliedGeraldwithafirmnod.

“Well,alrightthen!Giveussometimetowashupfirstthen!We’llheadtoyourroomoncewe’redone!”

saidJuno,nowfullyinontheplan.

Withthatsettled,GeraldandReythenwentbacktotheirroomfirst.

ItwasabouttenminuteslaterwhenJunoandYrsacameoveraswell.

Whileitwascertainlycramped,thefourofthemsharingaroomwouldcertainlymakethingsmuchsafer.

Afterall,iftheinnkeepertrulywasadespicableandlustyperson,thenhavingthetwogirlssleepintheir

ownroomwasdefinitelyaterribleidea.

WhileitwastruethatJunowasastrongcultivator,noneofthemcouldsayforsurethattheinnkeeper

didn’thavespecialmeanstodealwiththem.

Whateverthecasewas,nowthatallfourofthemwerehere,Geraldthensaid,“Alright,yougirlssleep

onthebedwhileReyandIsleeponthetable.Incaseyou’reworryingaboutamidnightattack,ReyandI

willbetakingturnskeepingwatchtheentirenight.Ifanythinghappens,we’llsurelyalertyougirls!”



Aftersayingthat,GeraldandReythensatonthetable.

JunoandYrsathemselvesgotintobedandpromptlyfellasleep…Thiswasgoingtobealongnightfor

theboys…

Fastforwardtoafewhourslater,itwaslateintothenight,andnotasinglesoundcouldbeheard…It

washonestlyabitscary.

Evenso,thesilencewaswhateventuallygaveawaythetappingofapproachingfootstepsthatstopped

rightbeforetheirdoor…

Staringattheirroomdoor,GeraldandReywerenowfullyvigilant…
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Slowlymovingtowardthedoor,Geraldthenpeekedthroughthepeephole…andalmostimmediately

after,hiseyeswidenedwhenherealizedthattheinnkeeperwasstandingrightinfrontofJuno’sroom!

Retrievingwhatappearedtobesomekindofincenseoutfromhispocket,Geraldwatchedasthe

innkeeperthenlititbeforeplacingitbyJuno’sdoor…Fromthelooksofit,hewasdoingso,sothatthe

smokewouldseepintoherinitialroom…

Withthatdone,Geraldquicklybackedawaywhenherealizedthattheinnkeeperwasnowwalking

towardhisroom!

Bythispoint,Junoandtheotherswerewideawake.

AfterseeingGerald’sreactions,Junocouldn’thelpbutwhisper,“…What’swrong,Gerald…?”



Cuppinghishandoverhismouth,Geraldthentookatowelbeforecuppinghismouthandnosewithit.

ImmediatelyunderstandingwhatGeraldwastryingtorelay,theothersgottheirowntowelsanddidthe

sameasGeraldmadesuretoopentheroom’swindowaswell.

Soonenough,everyonewatchedaswhitesmokebeganseepingintotheroomthroughthebottomof

thedoor…HadGeraldnotopenedthewindow,theroomwould’vebeenfilledwithsmokeinseconds!

Regardless,GeraldandRey’shunchhadapparentlybeencorrect.Theinnkeeperreallydidhavevile

intentions…Afterall,whyelsewouldhedosomethingthisshadyinthedeadofnight?

Itwasluckythattheysuspectedhim.Otherwise,theywould’vesurelygonefullyunconsciousbynow…

Eitherway,Geraldpeeredthroughthepeepholeagainafterashortwhiletoseeiftheinnkeeperwas

stillthere.

WhileGeraldwasthankfulthattheinnkeeperwasnolongerthere,itconfusedGeraldastowhyhejust

leftlikethat.Afterall,hehadalreadygonethroughthetroubleofdoingallthis!

Afterthinkingaboutitforawhile,Geraldthenheadedtothebedbeforelyingdown…andrightafter

that,hefreedhissoulfromhisbody!

Naturally,Reydidn’tknowthatGeraldwashavinganout-of-bodyexperience,causinghimtoinstantly



widenhiseyesinshockwhenGeraldsuddenlyappeareddeeplyunconscious.

JustashewasabouttocheckonGerald,Junoraisedherhand,signalingforReynottomove.

Uponseeingthat,ReyrealizedthatGeraldwasdoingthisonpurpose.Withthatinmind,hethen

returnedtohisseat…

AsforGerald,hissoulwasalreadydriftingaroundtheinn.Hewasgoingtogettothebottomofwhat

vilethingstheinnkeeperhadplannedifitwasthelastthinghedid!Soonafter,hefoundtheinnkeeper

leadingtwomenupstairs…

Raisingabrow,GeraldthenfollowedthetrioallthewaytoJuno’sinitialroom!Ofcourse,noneofthe

mencouldseeorevendetectGerald’spresenceinhiscurrentform.

“Thetwoladiesareinthatroom,Mr.Panther!They’vebothbeenknockedcleanoutwithmybewitching

incense!”saidtheinnkeeperwithasinistersmileashelookedatthesturdy-lookingmanbesidehim.

“Goodjob!”repliedMr.Pantherashenoddedinsatisfaction,promptingtheinnkeepertoretrievethe

room’ssparekey…

OnceJuno’sinitialroomwasopen,allthreeofthemenentered…

However,theyquicklyfoundthemselvesstunnedwhentheyrealizedthattheroomwascompletely

empty!

“…Andwherearethey?”askedtheflabbergastedMr.Panther.
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“…Huh?That…That’simpossible!I’msuretheywereinthisroomnottoolongago!”exclaimedthe

puzzledinnkeeper.

“…Areyoutryingtomakeafooloutofme?”growledtheclearlypissedoffMr.Pantherashegrabbed

theinnkeeperbyhiscollar!

“I-Iwouldn’tevendreamofprankingyou,Mr.Panther!Iswearonmylifethattheyreallywerehere

earlier!”explainedtheterrifiedinnkeeper.

BeforeMr.Panthercouldevenretort,hewassuddenlyflungoutoftheroombywhatappearedtobea

suddenstronggustofwind!Intruth,the‘wind’was,infact,Gerald,whohadjustrushedtowardMr.

Pantherandgrabbedthemanbyhisneck!

However,sincetheotherscouldn’tseeGeraldinhiscurrentform,theduocouldonlystareinconfusion,

completelyunawareofwhatwasreallyhappening.

Whateverthecasewas,withonestrongsqueeze,asickeningsnapcouldbeheard…Geraldhadjust

brokenMr.Panther’sneck!

KnowingfullwellnowthatMr.PantherhadhaddirtythoughtsonJunoandYrsa,therewasnowayhe

wasevergoingtoshowmercyontheb*stard…



UponrealizingthatMr.Pantherwasnowdead,theterrifiedinnkeeperandtheothermaninstantly

beganpanickingastheyattemptedtorunfortheirlives!Sadlyforthem,Geraldwasn’tabouttospare

anyonetonight.

Flyingstraightafterthem,Geraldtheneasilykickedbothmenacrosstheinn’scorridors!

Whiletheothermaninstantaneouslydiedfromthekick,theterror-strickeninnkeeperwasstillalive.

Nowlyingontheground,theinnkeeperwassofrightenedthathebarelyregisteredthathisbladderhad

justgivenin…

Unsurewhattoevendo,theinnkeeperthenbeganbeggingformercyashekneltontheground.Tobe

quitefrank,Geraldfoundtheman’spitifulcryingandbeggingtoberatheramusing.

Withthatinmind,Geraldthenstoodbeforetheinnkeeperbeforesuddenlymakinghimselfvisible.

Glaringstraightintotheconfusedandterrifiedinnkeeper’seyes,Geraldthensaid,“Iknewsomething

waswrongwithyou…I’mgladItrustedmygut!Regardless,dosharewithmewhatyouwereplanning

todotoustonight…”

SinceGeraldwascurrentlyinhisghostform,helookeddownrightterrifying,somuchso,infact,thatthe

innkeeperquicklyfoundhimselfpassingout!

Seeingthat,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutsnicker.Still,hewasn’tabouttolettheinnkeeperoffthateasily.

Withthat,Geraldthenliftedtheunconsciousmanupbeforetyinghimtoachairwithsomestrongrope.



Followingthat,hemadesuretolocktheinn’sentranceastightlyaspossibletoensurethatnobody

wouldfindoutaboutwhathadhappenedinsidethebuilding.Withthatdone,Geraldthenquickly

disposedofMr.Panther’sbody.

Aftercleaningupthescene,hethenboltedbacktohisphysicalbody…causingReytoalmostdieof

shockwhenthepreviously‘unconscious’Geraldsuddenlysatup!

“B-brotherGerald…!You’reawake!Whathappenedjustnow?Whydidyouenduppassingoutallofa

sudden?”askedthebewilderedReyoncehesnappedoutofhisshock.

RealizingthatReydidn’tknowabouthisout-of-bodycapabilities,Geraldsimplysaid,“You’llfindout

aboutitoneday!”

Naturally,thatonlymadeReyfeelevenmoreconfusedaboutallthis.Evenso,sinceGeraldwasn’t

willingtotellhimaboutitnow,hebelievedthattherewasareasonforthat.Duetothat,Reydidn’t

pressGeraldforanswers.

“Eitherway,it’ssafeforustogooutandhavealookaroundnow!”saidGeraldasheopenedtheroom’s

doorandbeganwalkingdownstairs…
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Uponarrivingdownstairs,allfourofthemweregreetedbythesightoftheinnkeepertiedtoachair,his

loweredheadmakingitevidentthathehadfallenunconscious…



“…Huh?What…onearthhappenedtohim,brotherGerald…?”askedthesurprisedRey.

Chucklinginresponse,Geraldthensmiledfaintlyashereplied,“He’sjustpassedoutfromshock,I’d

say!”

Followingthat,Geraldgotaglassofwaterbeforesplashingitallovertheinnkeeper’sface!

Immediatelywakingup,theinnkeeper’sexpressionturnedfearfulashebeganscreaming,“G-ghost…!

Ghosts…!”

However,beforehecouldscreamanyfurther,hereceivedatightslaponhisleftcheekfromGerald!

Geraldhaddonesotocalmtheinnkeeperdown,andashehadpredicted,itworked.Nowpacified,the

dazedinnkeepercouldn’thelpbutstareatthefourindividualsstandingbeforehim…

SinceGerald’sphysicalformwasvastlydifferentfromhisghostform,theinnkeeperwasn’tableto

realizethatGeraldhaddonethedeedearlier.Withthatinmind,theinnkeepercouldonlyaskinashaky

voice,“…Who…Whothehellareyoupeople…?”

Hearingthat,Geraldwasslightlypleased.Afterall,thefactthattheinnkeeperdidn’tknowthathewas

theculpritoftheearlierincidentsmeantthatGeraldcouldgetoffscot-free.

Regardless,Geralddidn’twanttowastetoomuchtimewithhim.Withthat,heglaredattheinnkeeper

beforeasking,“Beforethat…Tellus,boss.WhatexactlyisyourrelationshipwithMr.Panther…?”



Uponhearingthat,theinnkeeperinstantlyloweredhishead,clearlynotdaringtosayaword.

“Hmm?Notwillingtocooperate?Idon’tmind.Justsoyouknow,I’mskilledintheartoftorture!Mark

mywords,you’lltalksoonerorlater!”sneeredGeraldratherexcitedlyashesummonedhisAstrabyss

Sword.Hehadhonestlybeenwaitingforachancetofinallyusesadistictacticstoforceavileindividual

toconfess.

Staringwide-eyedatthesword,theinnkeepercouldhelpbutgulpbeforemeeklysaying,“I-I’lltalk…!

Justdon’thurtme…!Look,Mr.PantherandIarepartners!HestartedthisinnandI’mresponsiblefor

managingit!Everytimesomeonestaysattheinn,I’vetoinformhimaboutit!Withthatdone,what

usuallyfollowsisthatI’llusemybewitchingincensetomakethecustomersfallintoadeepslumber…

Andwhentheywakeup,they’llfindthemselvesunderhiscontrol!Bythatpoint,Mr.Panthercanfreely

beginextortingmoneyfromthecustomers!”

Asitturnedout,theinntheyhadchosentostayinbelongedtosomekindofgangsterwhoextortedhis

customer’smoney!UnfortunatelyforMr.Pantherandtheinnkeeper,theyhadn’tanticipatedhavingto

dealwithGeraldandhisparty…Asaresult,Mr.Pantherendeduptragicallylosinghislife…

Whateverthecasewas,Reythensteppedforward,glaringattheinnkeeperasheangrilyasked,“Tell

me…Justhowmanytimeshaveyoudonethis…?”

“J-justthreetimes…!Afterall,notmanypeoplecometoourinninthefirstplace…!”criedoutthe

terrifiedinnkeeper.

“Sothatmakesusthethirdgroup,then?”askedRey.

“N-no…you’reactuallythefourth…”mutteredtheinnkeeper…onlytoreceiveatightslapacrosshis

othercheekthesecondhissentenceended!



ThoughReyhadjustslappedhim,theinnkeeperwasfartooterrifiedtoevenmakeasound…
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“…WellI’llbed*mned!”declaredRey.

“Hmm?Whatisit,Rey?”askedGeraldasheraisedaslightbrow.

“Well,younevertoldmebeforethatslappingotherscouldbethisfun!”repliedReywithasheepishgrin.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldandthegirlscouldonlyrolltheireyesinresponse.Whatanirritatingyet

amusinglad…

“Let’snotgettoochildish,shallwe?”mutteredGeraldwithasighasReylaughedembarrassedlywhile

scratchingthebackofhishead.

“Regardless,whatshouldwedowithhim,brotherGerald?Shouldwedisposeofhim?”askedReyashe

madeaslicinggestureonhisneck,evidentlyhintingatdecapitation.

“P-pleasedon’tdoit,brothers!Inowrealizetheerrorsinmyways!Soplease,please,don’tkillme…!”

exclaimedthepanickinginnkeeperashebeggedformercy.



Tothinkthathimwantingtoearnaquickbuckwouldleadtosuchalife-threateningsituation…!He

didn’tsignupforthis!Hedidn’twanttodie!

“Hmm…Well,whileheisevil,he’snotcompletelyunforgivable…Let’sjustleavenowthatwe’vetaught

himagoodlesson!”saidGeraldinacalmtoneashestaredattheinnkeeper.

Gerald,forone,wasn’tacompletelyunreasonableperson.Hecouldtellthattheinnkeeperhadonly

doneallthisforthesakeofmoney,andnowthathehadbeenthreatenedsomuch,Geraldbelievedthat

theinnkeeperwouldn’tdaretorepeatthesamemistakeinthefuture.

Whatmore,Mr.Pantherwasalreadydead,sotheinnkeeperwouldn’tbeabletocontinuecommitting

suchvilepracticesanyway.Withthatinmind,Geralddidn’tmindsparinghim.

UponrealizingthatGeraldwassparinghim,theinnkeeperwasinstantlyoverjoyed.Afterall,aslongas

hecouldcontinueliving,allwasrightintheworld.

“T-thankyou,bigbrother…!Iwon’teverdosuchthingsagain…!”criedouttheinnkeeper.

“You’dbetternot.IfIeverfindoutthatyoudo,youonlyhaveyourselftoblamewhenIcomeafteryou

mercilessly!Thoughbythatpoint,you’llsimplybeaccompanyingMr.Panther…I’msureyoucatchmy

drift?”warnedGeraldwithanintenseglare.

“L-loudandclear…!I’llrunmyinnproperly,Iswear!”repliedtheinnkeeperashenoddedprofusely.

“Wellsaid.Regardless,let’spackupandleaveearly!”saidGeraldastheotherthreeimmediatelyagreed.



TheTownofFiveElementsreallywasn’tagoodplacetobein…Withthatinmind,itwouldbebestthat

theylefttownassoonaspossiblebeforeanythingreallybadhappened…

Regardless,itwasabouttenminuteslaterwhenGeraldandhispartyfinishedpackingup.

Whiletheyhaddecidedtosparetheinnkeeper,theyweren’tlettinghimoffthehookthateasily.With

thatinmind,theydraggedthetied-upinnkeeper—whowasstillstucktothesamechair—allthewayto

thefrontoftheinnandlefthimthere.Oncedawncame,thecitizenscouldfreehimontheirown.

Withthatdone,Geraldandhispartythensetofftocontinuetheirjourney.Sinceitwasstillaboutan

hourbeforedaylight,theentiretownwasenvelopedinsilence,theonlysoundsbeingthelowhumof

streetlights…
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“Astheywalkedon,Reywaspromptedtoask,“…Say…Doyouthinktheinnkeeperwillgetpeopleto

attackusasrevenge,brotherGerald…?”

TurningtolookatRey,Geraldthencalmlyreplied,“Probablynot.Evenifhedoestrytogethisrevenge,

it’snotlikewecan’tdealwithanythinghethrowsatus.I’msureheunderstandsthatfailingtotakeme

outwillgranthimaone-waytickettohell!”

Geraldhimselffeltthattheinnkeeperwouldn’tdaretocausethemanyfurthertrouble.Afterall,hehad

madesuretostrikedeepfearintothatman.



“…Isee!Speakingofwhich,howexactlydidtheinnkeepergettieduptothechairinthefirstplace…?”

askedReywhohadbeendyingtofindout.

“…Hmm?Doyoureallywishtoknow?”repliedGeraldinasomewhatplayfultone.

WatchingasReynodded,Geraldsimplysaid,“WhileI’dlovetotellyoumoreaboutit,it’snotsomething

youshouldbemadeawareofyetatyourcurrentstage.Again,don’tworry.I’lldefinitelytellyouonce

you’reready.”

“Alright…”mumbledthedisappointedRey,understandingthatGeraldfeltthathewasn’tstrongenough

toevenlearnaboutwhatGeraldhaddoneyet.

“Noneedtofeeldown.Aslongasyoutrainproperly,you’llsurelylearnaboutitinthenearfuture!”said

Geraldwithasmile.

Hearingthat,Reysimplynoddedinresponse.Afterall,heknewthatGeraldwouldn’tgobackagainsthis

word.

Eitherway,itwasn’tlongafterbeforethesunbeganbrighteningthesky…

Sincetheyhadn’tsleptmuchatalllastnight,theexhaustedReycouldn’thelpbutsay,“…Um…Why

don’twefindsomeplacetorestfirst,brotherGerald…?Afterall,weweren’tabletosleepawinklast

night!”

Uponhearingthat,GeraldturnedtolookatJunoandYrsawholookedequallyaswornout.



“IhavetoagreewithRey,Gerald…Wereallyshouldstoptotakeashortrest…We’realreadyquitea

distancefromtheTownofFiveElements,soI’msurenobodywillbecatchinguptousanytimesoon…”

addedJuno.

WhileitwastruethatJunohadenteredtheAvatarRealm—justlikeGerald—itdidn’tmeanthatshewas

incapableoffeelingtired.Whatmore,whilesheandGeraldsharedarealm,Geraldwasalreadyatthe

HeavenlyEmperorstage.Withthatinmind,hewouldn’tevergettiredandhisenergywouldalwaysbe

maintainedatacomfortablelevel.

Evenso,heunderstoodthattheothersstillneededrest,whichwaswhyhethenreplied,“Alright,let’s

takeashortbreakthen!”

HearingthatGeraldhadagreedtoit,Reyinstantlybreathedasighofrelief,makingitevidentthathe

hadassumedthatGeraldwouldn’thaveagreedtoit.

Eitherway,theysooncameacrossarockycaveanddecidedtohavetheirrestinside.

However,asidefromthefactthatitwaspitchblackinthere,therealsoappearedtobeafoulodorthat

couldbesmelled,evenfromthecave’sentrance…

“Mygod!Whatisthatstench!”grumbledReyashecoveredhisnosewithafrown.

Nowthattheywererightatthecave’sopening,thesmellwassoterriblethatitwasalmostvomit-

inducing…

Beforeanyonecouldevenreply,however,aroarofthundercouldsuddenlybeheardinthequickly



darkeningsky…

“Great!Athunderstormnow…?”yelledtheannoyedReyashestaredatthesky.

Troublejustkeptoncoming!Whatadifficultlife!
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Thesecondhissentenceended,adazzlingflashofpurpleracedthroughthesky.

Withthat,thefourknewthattheironlychoicewastobearthesmellandseekshelterinthecavetillthe

stormended…

“…Asmuchasitpainsmetosaythis,let’sjusttakecoverinthatcavefirst…We’llcontinuethejourney

oncethestormdiesdown!”saidGeraldasthetrionaturallyagreed.

Afterall,withallthatlightninginthesky,stayinginthecavewasdefinitelythesaferoption.Theirminds

madeup,thefourthenwentalittledeeperinbeforesittingontheground.

WhileJunoandYrsaclosedtheireyesastheysatarminarm—whileleaningagainsteachother—against

thecave’swalls,GeraldandReysatontheoppositeendtorestinstead.

Thoughthestenchwasterrible,haditnotbeenforthecave,theywould’vegottendrenchedintherain

bynow…



Soonenough,thecomfortingsoundofrainandthundercausedallfourofthemtorelaxevenfurther.It

wasasthoughalltheirworrieswerebeingwashedaway…

Evenso,goodthingsneverlasted.

Itwasn’tlongafterwhentwoshinydotsappearedfromdeeperwithinthecave…Asthebeadyorbs

grewcloserandcloser,aflashoflightningrevealedthatthetinyorbsweretheeyesofagiantpython!

DespitehowcloseitnowwastoRey,hewassleepinglikealog.Theotherrestingtriowasn’tableto

detectthepython’spresenceeither.

Atsomepoint,thepythonbegannudgingRey’sshoulder,causingReytogetslightlyannoyed.

“Gah…Stopplayingaround…Letmesleepalittlelonger…!”mumbledRey—whostillhadhiseyes

closed—asheattemptedtobrushthepython’sheadaway…

Uponrealizinghowscalywhateverhadbeennudginghimwas,Reyinstantlyopenedhiseyesinshock.

Gulpingasheslowlyturnedtolookatwhathewastouching…Rey’sheartskippedseveralbeatswhen

herealizedthatagiantpythonwasrightnexttohim!

Scaredhalftodeath,Reyinstantlyshriekedashefumbledtohisfeetwhileyelling,“Goodgod!”

HearingRey’sscreams,thetrioinstantlywokeup,promptingGeraldtoask,“Rey?What’swrong?”

“P-p-p-python…!GiantPython…!”yelledReyashepointedatthesnake.



Nowfullyawake,theothersquicklyrealizedthatthemassivepythonwasstaringstraightatthem!

Realizingthatthegirlshadjuststoodupintheirshock,Geraldquicklyordered,“Don’tmoveany

further!”

Uponhearingthat,thetriofrozeinplace,notdaringtomoveaninch.

“Alright…Onceyou’vecalmedyourselves,beginbackingawayslowly…Emphasisonthe‘slowly’part!”

instructedGerald.

Noddingsubtly,JunothenbegandoingasGeraldhadtold…Takingsmallstepsbackward,shebarely

evendaredtobreathe…

Meanwhile,thegiantpythonitselfhadlockeditsgazeonGerald…
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Hiss!

Thenextsecond,thegiantpythonhissedatGerald.

Then,itlaunchedanattackandchargedtowardGeraldattopspeed.



Geraldmovedsidewaysimmediatelytododgetheattack.

“Findaplaceandhidequickly!”

Takingadvantageoftheopportunity,GeraldshoutedatJunoandtheothertwo.

ThethreereactedimmediatelyafterhearingGerald’swords,andtheyquicklyfoundatreeandhid

behindit.

Afterall,thegiantpythoncouldonlydealwithonepersonatatime.So,theyshouldjustleaveitto

Gerald.

Althoughthegiantpythonhadfailedinitsfirstattack,thatdidn’tmeanthatitwouldgiveup.Itturned

aroundandrushedtowardGeraldoncemore.

Asitshugebodymovedontheground,itfeltasthoughthegroundhadstartedtoshake.

ThegiantpythonrushedtowardGeraldandraiseditshead,tryingtohithim.

Ifhewashitbythegiantpython,hewoulddefinitelyfaintevenifhedidn’tdieonthespot.

However,Geraldwouldnotletthegiantpythonwin,andhesummonedhisAstrabyssSword.



Slash!

Heslashedit.

Thus,theheadofthegiantpythonwaschoppedoffbyGerald.

Hiss!

Thegiantpythonhissedtothesky,screamingpainfullyandterribly.

Thegroundwassoakedinbloodinaninstant,andtheheadofthegiantpythonfellintothepoolof

bloodontheground

“Beast,youcan’tsimplykillme!”

Geraldglaredatthegiantpythonandshoutedangrily.

Havingsaidthat,Geraldleapedfromthegroundandthrusthissworddirectlyintothebodyofthegiant

python.

Thegiantpythontrembledviolentlyandfellontotheground,dead.

Withjusttwosimpleandcrispmoves,Geraldfinishedoffthegiantpython.



“Alright.It’sokaynow!”

Afterdealingwiththegiantpython,Geraldshoutedatthethree.

OnlythendidJunoandtheotherscomeoutfrombehindthetreeandgonearthebodyofthegiant

python.

“Thispythonishorriblyhuge!”

Reycouldn’thelpbutsayinawe.

Itwasindeedtheirfirsttimeseeingagiantpythonthisbig.Itwaseventwotimesbiggerthanthebear

theyhadseenlasttime.

“Thewildboarwemetpreviouslywasalsoverybig.Doalltheanimalsheresharethesametrait?They

areallsolarge?”

Junovoicedherthoughtsimmediately.

“Maybeit’sbecauseoftheredphosphorus,whichhascausedcertainmutationsinthegenesofthese

animals!”

Geraldexplainedbriefly.

“Anyway,thisfellowhassentusfood.Iheardthatsnakemeatisreallydelicious,andIhavenevertried

itbefore!”Reylookedatthegiantpythonandsaid.



“Allyouthinkaboutisfood.Ifitweren’tforme,youwouldhavealreadybeeneatenbythisgiant

python!”

Geraldcommentedpeevishly.

“Um.BrotherGerald,wehaveyou,right?Iknowyouwon’tletsuchthingshappentome.”

ReyhurriedlysmiledatGeraldandsaid.

Itcouldn’tbehelped,buthewasnotascapableasGerald.Ifhewas,hewouldcertainlyhavetakenthe

initiativeandstoodouttodealwiththegiantpython.

“Alright,stopflatteringme.Goandcollectthesnakemeat.Iwillmakeafire,andwewillhavea

barbeque.We’llcontinueourjourneyafterthemeal.”
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GeraldinstructedReyhelplessly.

WhenReyheardhiswords,heimmediatelywalkedovertothegiantpythonexcitedlyandsquatted

downtopickitup.

Soonafter,Geraldhadalreadystartedthefire,andhebegangrillingthesnakemeatoverthefire.



“BrotherGerald,Itoldyouthatthecavewouldnotbethatsimple.Itwassosmelly,butIdidn’texpectit

tobeasnakecave!”

ReylookedatGeraldashespoke.Hefeltthatthecavefromearlierhadbeenratherstrangebecauseof

thesmellyodor,andsureenough,therewasreallyananimallivinghere.

Thesleepinggiantpythonhadprobablycomeoutofthecavetocheckonthembecausetheymusthave

unknowinglydisturbedit.

Ultimately,thegiantpythonhadstilldiedinthehandsofGeraldandbecometheirfood.

Itcouldn’tbehelpedsincethiswashowthefoodchainworked.Theirlifeanddeathweredeterminedby

God.

ThegiantpythonwasjustunluckytohavemetGeraldandthethreeothers.

Afterhalfanhourorso,thesnakemeatwasfinallydone,anditsmelledveryfragrant.

Grilledsnakemeatwasararedelicacythatnoteveryonehadthechancetotasteevenifyouwereinthe

city.

However,thistime,Geraldandthethreewereconsideredluckyasthemeatofonepythonwasenough

tofeedallofthem.



Aftercleaningup,Geraldandhisfriendsbeganenjoyingtheirmealattheentranceofthecave.

Afterthemeal,theyhadfinallyfilledtheirstomachs.

Franklyspeaking,thesnakemeatwasindeedverydelicious.

“Buuurp!”

Reyletoutalongburpwhenhefeltfull.

“I’msofull!I’venevertastedsuchtastysnakemeatbefore.Thisisthefirsttimeinmylife.It’sso

delicious!”

Reyexclaimedwithasatisfiedface.

Snakemeatwasnotsomethingjustanyonecouldeat.

Afterall,snakemeatwasprohibitedinthemarket.

However,itwasdifferenthere.Noonecouldstopthemfromeatingit.Therefore,theywouldnaturally

enjoyittothefullest.

Aftersatisfyingtheirhunger,thefourcleanedupanddepartedagain.



Theweatheroutsidehadalreadycalmeddown,andtherewasnomorelightningandthunder.The

wholeforestwasbacktolifewithbirdschirpingeverywhere.

“Gerald,havewebypassedthephosphoritearea?”

Ontheway,JunoaskedGeraldcuriously.

WhenGeraldheardher,hetookouthismapandcheckedonit.

Afterlookingatthemapforawhile,Geraldreplied,“We’vealmostbypassedthephosphoritearea.Just

afewkilometersmore.”

Thephosphoriteareacoveredaveryvastareaafterall.

Fromyesterdayuntilnow,Geraldandhisfriendshadn’tstoppedmoving.So,theytraveledalong

distanceinjustashorttime.

However,therewerestillafewkilometersmorebeforetheywouldhavebypassedthephosphoritearea

completely.

“Doyouthinkthesoulhunterswillcatchupwithus?”

JunolookedatGeraldandaskedinconcern.

Geraldshookhisheadimmediately.

“Idon’tthinkso.Theyshouldn’tknowthatwehaveleftthephosphoriteareaandtakenanotherroute.



However,theymighthavealreadygottenoutofthephosphoriteareabeforeus.ThisiswhatIworry

aboutthemost.”

Geraldsaid,slightlycockinghiseyebrows.

ThiswastheproblemthatwasthemostworrisometoGerald.

Ifthesoulhuntersgotoutofthephosphoriteareabeforethefourofthem,itwouldmeanthatthey

wouldkeeponencounteringthesoulhuntersontheirpath.

Itwouldbedifferentifitwastheotherwayround.IfGeraldandtheotherswalkedoutofthe

phosphoriteareabeforethesoulhunters,Geraldandthethreewouldhavetheadvantage,andthey

wouldnothavetobesosubmissive.

“Weshouldhurryup,then.Wemustnotletthesoulhuntersgetaheadofus,orwewouldhavetobeon

thepassiveside!”

JunounderstoodGerald’sconcernandremindedthemimmediately.
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Thejourneyofafewkilometerswasnotverylong,andGeraldandtheotherstookonlytwohoursto

completethejourney.

OnceGeraldandhisfriendswereoutoftheforest,theyturnedaroundandlookedbehindthem.



Atthesightofit,theyknewthattheyhadleftthephosphoritearea.

Behindthem,therewasahugemountainrichinredphosphorus.Thismeantthattheyhadexitedthe

phosphoritearea.

“We’vefinallygottenoutofthephosphoritearea!”

WhenReysawit,heburstoutinexcitement.

Swish!Swish!Swish!

However,assoonasthosewordshadleftRey’smouth,dozensofblackshadowsdescendedfromthe

stonewallaroundthem.

Theblackshadowssurroundedthefourrightaway.

That’sright.Theywerethesoulhunters.

Seeingthis,GeraldandJuno’sfaceschangeddrastically.Theydidn’texpectthatthesituationthey

fearedthemostwouldtrulyhappen.

Murphy’sLawwasindeedtrue.



Thingsthatcouldgowrongwouldalwaysgowrong.

Sureenough,thesoulhuntershadgottenoutofthephosphoriteareaaheadofthemandhiddenhere,

waitingforGeraldandtheotherthreetoambushthem.

“Don’tmove!”

Onepurplesoulhuntercameoutofthecrowdandwarnedthefour,pointingatthem.

ThesoulhunterstookouttheircrossbowsandaimedthearrowsatGeraldandtheothers.

Geraldandhisfriendsdidn’tdaretomovesinceadozencrossbowswereaimingatthem.Themoment

theymadeamove,thearrowsoftheotherpartywouldpiercethroughtheirbodies.

ItwasuselessevenwhenGeraldwasverypowerfulsinceReyandYrsawerewiththem.Hehadto

considertheirsafetyaswellinsteadofjustthinkingofensuringhisownsafety.

“Goandtiethemup!”

Shortlyafter,thepurplesoulhunterorderedthemenbesidehimsternly.

AfewblacksoulhunterswentforwardwithropesandtiedGeraldandtheotherthreeuptightly.

“Let’sbringthembacktothecampsitetoseetheleader!”



Aftertyingthemup,thepurplesoulhunterorderedagain,andtheybroughtthefouraway.

Abouttenminuteslater,theyarrivedatabigcampsite.

Thiscampsitewastheheadquartersofthesoulhunters.

Thepurplesoulhunterbroughtthefourofthemtotheleader’stentrightaway.

“Leader,Iwanttoreporttoyouthatwehavecaughtthefourpeopleandbroughtthemback.Theyare

currentlywaitingoutsidethetent,waitingforyoutodecidetheirpunishment!”

Thepurplereportedtothemaninthecloakinthetent.

Hearingthenews,thefaceofthemaninthecloakchangedimmediately.

“Bringthemin!”

Then,theyheardtheorderofthatman.

Oncehehadsaidthat,thepurplesoulhunterwalkedoutofthetentanddraggedthefourinside.

Onceinside,thefourofthemstoodinfrontofthemaninthecloak.

Themanstaredatthem.

“So,youaretheoneswhokeeppesteringus?”



ThemaninthecloakquestionedGeraldandhisfriends.

“So,youmustbetheleaderofthesoulhunters.”

Geralddidn’tanswer.Instead,heaskedthemaninthecloakinreturn.

HearingGerald’squestion,themaninthecloakimmediatelylockedhisgazeonGerald.

Theystaredintoeachother’seyes,neitheronewillingtogivein.

Inaninstant,Geraldandthemaninthecloakreleasedtheirpowerfulauras.
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