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“Hurryandgetonyourfeet,Gerald!”shoutedNoriassheranovertohelppullhimup.

Seeingthatshehadgrabbedtheswaddlingclothes—thathonestlylookedmorelikearagby

now—Geraldthenhelditinhandbeforethreatening,“TakeonemorestepforwardandI’mdestroying

thisthing!Comeon,Idareyou!”

Uponhearingthat,thezombieinstantlyroared!

Toboththeirsurprise,however,thezombieactuallyliftedbothitsarmsbeforetakingquiteafewsteps

back!

Clearlyanindicationthatitwasn’tgoingtomakeanyotherrashmoves,Norithensighedinreliefbefore

saying,“…Ireallyhadn’texpectedthisthingtoactuallyretainitshumanity!”

JustasGeraldwasabouttobreathehisownsighofrelief,aroaroflaughtercouldsuddenlybeheard

boomingacrossthesky…



Followingthat,ablindingflashcouldbeseen…andsecondslater,afiguredroppedfromtheskyina

beamoflight!

LandingrightbeforeGerald,thefigurefumbledforabit,possiblyduetotheaftereffectsfromGerald’s

earlierattack…

Ofcourse,whoelsecouldthathavebeenotherthanYusefhimself.

“Yousonofab*tch!Didyoureallythinkyoucouldgetridofmethateasilyjustbecauseyounowhave

themapoftheUnderworldValley?I’llhaveyouknowthataslongasI’velivedthroughoutthese

hundredyears,nobody’sbeenabletoescapemygrasp!Regardless,itseemsthatyouhavesomething

interestinginyourbody!Inascenariowherebothofushadthesameleveloftraining,firingthatdivine

visionwould’vesurelycausedmybraintosuffermuchworseinjuries!Withthatinmind,I’llbesureto

claimthatinterestingthinginsideyouonceyou’redead!”declaredYusufasheclenchedhisfistsbefore

laughingagain,hiseyesfilledwithmockery.

‘I’dliketoseehowyou’llattemptanotherroundofescape!’



“Youabsoluteb*stard!You’llsurelydieterriblyoneday,Yusef!”shoutedNoriinherdespair.

“Evenifthatdayevercameyouwouldn’tbeabletowitnessit!”scoffedYusefashesmiled,readyto

captureGerald.

“Ifinditfunnyhowyouthinkyoucanjustcapturemethateasily!”repliedGeraldashepattedhischest.

Laughinginresponse,Yusef’ssmileturnedslightlybitterasheshookhisheadbeforesaying,“What

otherabilitiesareyouhiding?Showthemtomenow!Sinceyou’regoingtodiesoonanyway,I’llletyou

hitmethreetimesagainifyoufailtodisplaysomethingstrongenough!”

“Youaskedforit!Here’smysecretweapon!”repliedGeraldasheinstantlytossedwhatwasinhishand!

Uponcloserinspection,itwastheswaddlingclothesfrombeforethatGeraldhadcrumpledintoaball!



However,Yusefgrabbeditwithextremeease!

“Youb*stard!Anoldrag?Seriously?Mymagnificentstrengthmusthavescaredyoustupid!”shouted

Yusefashelaughedaloud.

Followingthat,Yusefslowlyliftedtheballed-upswaddlingclothesinonehand…andthenextthing

GeraldandNoriknew,Yusef’shandbeganburning!

Withtheswaddlingclothesstillinhand,itturnedtoashesinnotimeatall…

Thesecondtheclotheswerenothingbutdust,threesuccessiveroarsfilledtheair…!Itwasthezombie

frombefore!

Havingwitnessedthewaddlingclothesgettingburntintoacrisp,thezombienowglaredmurderouslyat

Yusefasthepurplish-greenhairalloveritsbodyrapidlybegandarkening.



Itwasonlywhenthezombiebeganreleasingaconstantstreamofblacksmokefromitsmouththat

Yuseffinallysenseditsdemonicpresence.

“…Fezrumoz?”mutteredtheslightlybewilderedYusefashestaredatthezombie.

FezrumozwasquitefamouswithintheUnderworldValleyasaviciousandcruelbeast.Withthatinmind,

Yusefdefinitelyknewwhothiszombiewas,andhewasalsoawarethatithadthesameamountof

trainingasaNinth-rankChakraKing!Asidefromitsimmensestrength,thebeastwasprettymuch

immortalaswell!

Inshort,onlysomeonewhohadmanagedtoentertheSageRealmcouldhaveachanceofevenkilling

thezombieforgood.Knowingthat,afearfulexpressionwasinstantlydisplayedonYusef’sface.Itdidn’t

helpthatthezombiewaslookingatitwithsuchmurderousintent.

“Whatdoyouplanondoing,Fezrumoz?”askedYusefashetooktwostepsbackward.



Fezrumoz,however,gavenoreply.Instead,thezombiesimplychargedtowardthemanwithfrightening

levelsofmurderousintent!

Seeingthat,Yusefimmediatelybeganmakinghisretreat!
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Evenso,nomatterhowfarYusefwent,Fezrumozsimplycontinuedpursuinghim!

Seeingthatrunningwasn’tdoinghimanygood,Yusefthenshouted,“Youb*stard!Howdareyou!

ContinuechasingmeandI’llburnthoseswaddlingclothesofyours!OnceIdothat,yourpitifulchild

won’tevenhaveanybonesleftbehind!Youwouldn’twantthat,wouldyou?!”

AccordingtotherumorsthatYusefhadheardbefore,onedidn’tneedtopanicorrunwheneverthey

bumpedintoFezrumoz.Theonlythingoneneededtodotoscarethebeastoffwasdeclarethatthey

wouldsnatchthezombie’sswaddlingclothesifitcameanycloser.

WhileitshouldhavestoppedFezrumozfromattackinganyfurther,thezombieonlybeganattacking

evenmoreviciouslyafterhearingYusefsaythat!Yusef’swordsseemedtohaveonlyinfuriatediteven

more!



“Whatthehell?Whyaren’tyoustopping?!”grumbledYusefwithafrown.

Inhisstateofpanic,heturnedtolookatGeraldandNori…Onlytorealizethatbothofthemhadalready

madetheirescape!Therewasnowayhewasgoingtobeabletopursuethemanyfurther!

Atthatmoment,heturnedtolookatwhathewasholding…anditwasthenwhenhefinallyrealized

whatGerald’s‘secretweapon’was.

“You…Youmother*ckingb*stard…!NowonderFezrumozisbeingthismurderous!Youtossedmethe

swaddlingclothesofthebabythatitadoredmost!”cursedYusefasheglaredinthedirectionthat

Geraldhadinitiallybeenstandingin.

ThoughthenowsweatyYosefwantedtocurseevenmoreprofanities,Fezrumozwasstillchasinghim,

andthemanknewbetterthantowastehisbreath.



ItwassometimelaterwhenNoriasked,“We…shouldbenearthePrimocorose,right,Gerald…?”

Withbothofthemnowwalkingaroundinthedarkenedvalley,Geraldthenreplied,“Ifthemap’s

directionsareaccurate,thenweshouldbearrivingsoon.Evenso,we’dbesttakearestinthevalleyfirst.

I’minjurednowandIdon’twishtoplacemyselfindangeryet.WecanlookforthePrimocorose

tomorrow.”

Thankfully,bothofthemfoundacave,andafterGeraldmadesureitwassafeinside,bothofthemthen

enteredtostaythenight.

Sometimelater,Geraldwassittingcross-legged,slowlyallowinghisbodytohealwhenhesuddenly

heardNorisayinasoftenedvoice,“Um…Couldyoudomeafavor,Gerald…?”

“Whatisit?”askedGeraldasheopenedhiseyes.

“…Well…there’sapooloverthere…andwe’vebeentravelingforquitesometimenowso…Iwas

wonderingifIcouldtakeashower…”mutteredNoriasherfaceblushedslightly.



“Goonahead.Youdon’thavetoworryaboutmepeeking!”repliedGeraldasheshookhisheadwitha

bittersmile.

“…But…Thatpool’ssimplytooclosetothisplace!I’mnotsayingyouwill,buttemptation’sathing,you

know?We’retalkingaboutawomantakingashowerhere!There’snowayIcandothatwithyouso

closeby!”mumbledNoriashercheeksreddenedevenmore.

Staringbackather,Geraldfeltthatthiswomanreallywassomethingelse…Attimesshewasrather

stingy,andduringothers,shewashonestlyquiterighteous…Thentherewerethetimeswhereshe

couldberatherannoying.Thismomentwasaperfectexampleofthat.

Shakinghishead,Geraldthenasked,“Fine,whatdoyouwantmetodothen?”

“I’d…likeyoutolendmeyourshirtforawhile!I’llbeusingitasacurtainbetweenus!”explainedNori.



Sighingasheshookhisheadagain,Geraldthendidasshesuggestedbeforeclosinghiseyesagaintorest.

Intheend,however,GeraldstillendedupfrowningslightlywhenheheardthesoftcrinklesofNori

undressingherself.Hewasstillaman,afterall,andhewasunabletoremaincalmformuchlonger.

Uponopeninghiseyes,hesubconsciouslyturnedtolookinNori’sdirection…However,whathesaw

shockedhim.

“Nori!”shoutedGeraldasheinstantlygottohisfeet.

“Wha-Gerald!Youpromisedyouwouldn’tlook!”shriekedthenowangeredwoman.

“Look,justhurryover!”instructedGerald.



Thankfully,Norihadonlytakenoffhercoatbythatpoint,andaftercoveringherself,sheinstantly

stompedtowardhimbeforeangrilygrumbling,“Youbetterhaveagoodexplanationforthis!”

Lookingatthefuriouswoman’sface,Geraldsimplysighedbeforesaying,“Just…turnaroundandlook

foryourself!There’ssomekindoffigurehoveringabovethepool!”
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Uponhearingthat,NoriinstantlyscreamedbeforerunningovertohidebehindGerald!

Neitherofthemhadearliernoticedthepresenceoftheswordthathadprobablybeenhoveringabove

thepoolthisentiretime.Themoreshockingthing,however,wasthefactthatablackfigurecould—in

turn—beseenfaintlyhoveringatopthesword!

“W-whoareyou…?”demandedthefrightenedNori.

“IgobyJadeInfusedBlade!”repliedthefigureinaratherfaintmechanicaltone.

“You…Howcouldyoubethisdespicable…?Wereyouwaitingtoseemybarebody…?”mumbledNori,



tooembarrassedtosayitoutloud.

“Beforeanyfurthermisunderstandingstakeplace,I’llhaveyouknowthatI’mblind,miss.Ionlycame

oversinceIsensedmymaster’saurawithinthevicinity,”explainedJadeInfusedBladeashisbodyslowly

solidified…

Oncehesteppedcloser,GeraldandNorisawthatJadeInfusedBladewasactuallyalong-hairedwarrior

donningblackarmor.

“Yourmaster…?”askedthesurprisedNori.

“Indeed.Regardless,isthatreallyyou,master?It’sbeenthousandsofyearssincewe’velastmet!You’re

finallyback!”repliedJadeInfusedBladeinaratherhoarseandconcernedvoiceashelookedatGerald.

Frowningslightly,Geraldputtwoandtwotogetherbeforeasking,“This…Masterofyours…Couldyou

bereferringtoLiemis?TheGodofBattle?”



“Iam!Soitreallyisyou,master!Thoughit’sbeensolong,Istillmanagedtorecognizeyourvoicealmost

instantaneously!Howhaveyoubeen?”repliedJadeInfusedBladeashekneltbeforeGerald.

“…H-huh…?”mumbledtheshockedNoriwhowashavingabitoftroubleregisteringallthis.

“Ihaveafeelingyou’remistakingmeforsomeoneelse.Whileit’struethatIhavearatherdeep

relationshipwithLiemis—hewastheonewhohadtaughtmealltheskillsIcurrentlyknow—I’mnot

Liemishimself.MynameisGeraldCrawford!”explainedGerald.

“But…yourvoice…Andthatimposingaura!It’snear-identicaltoLiemis’s!Itrustmyintuitiononthis!”

insistedJadeInfusedBlade.

“I’mafraidLiemishasalreadypassedonthousandsofyearsago.Ifyoustillwantproofofthat,Ihavehis

corpsewithmerightnow.Regardless,I’llbereturningtoJaellatrasometimeinthefutureinorderto

inquireaboutZyla’slocation.OnceIfindher,I’llfinallybeabletoburyLiemis’scorpseinhishomeland!

He’llfinallybeabletorestinpeace!”repliedGeraldwhotrulyhadn’texpectedtobumpintoLiemis’sold

subordinates.



Eitherway,uponhearingGerald’sexplanation,JadeInfusedBladeinstantlyfeltanacutepaininhis

heart.

“ThosefromtheSunLeaguemustbetheonesresponsibleforkillingmymaster…Hewasambushedby

theminthatlargebattlethatyear!”growledJadeInfusedBladeasheclenchedhisfistswhilegrittinghis

teeth.

“TheSunLeague?”askedGerald.

ThiswasthefirstGeraldhadheardthatnamebeingmentionedeversincehecamehere.WhileGerald

alreadyknewthattheSunLeaguewasresponsibleforquiteafewincidentsonearth,hecould’venever

imaginedthatitwastheSunLeaguewhohadambushedZylaandLiemisbackthen.

NowonderZylakepttellinghimthatitwasn’tthetimetolearnabouttheSunLeagueyetwhenhefirst

inquiredheraboutit.HenowunderstoodwhyFinnleyhadreactedthesamewayasZylahadaswell.

DespiteLiemis’simmensestrength,hestillendedupgettingkilledbytheSunLeague!Withthatinmind,



therewasnowaythatGeraldwasgoingtoevenstandachanceagainstthem!

“…IthinkIgetitnow!”saidJadeInfusedBlade—lookingratherenlightened—outoftheblue.
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“Figuresomethingout?”askedGerald.

“Indeed!FromwhatI’vemanagedtogather,itappearsthatyou’retheninthreincarnationofmymaster!

Ifyoudon’tmind,couldyoutellmewhetheryoulookidenticaltomymaster?”askedJadeInfusedBlade

ratheranxiously.

ThoughGeraldhadactivelydeniedthathewasLiemis’sreincarnatedformthisentiretime,hefeltthe

needtoanswerhonestlythistime.

Withthat,Geraldthennodded,“That’sright!Ilookexactlylikehim!”

“Thenthatsettlesit!Youtrulyaremymaster’sninthreincarnation!Still,itreallyhasbeentoolongsince

I’velastmethim…Thinkingback,JaellatrawasinchaosbackwhenIlastmetmaster…Atthetime,the



threemajorSunGodsoftheSunLeaguehadcooperatedtodealwithmaster.Whilethethreeofthem

aloneweren’ttoomuchofaproblemforhim,thingsstartedturningawrywhentheYoungvigors

steppedin.ItwasquicklymadeapparentthattheYoungvigorsandtheSunGodshadplannedonjoining

forces—longbeforetheirfightevenbegan—toensurethatmasterwentdown!Sadly,theirplanworked

andtheywereeventuallysuccessfulindefeatinghim!

“Beforeheleft,Iwastoldbymastertoremainheretillorderedotherwise…TothinkthatI’dactuallybe

abletomeetwithhisreincarnatedformafterallthistime!Thismusttrulybegod’swill!”declaredJade

InfusedBladeashereleasedalongsigh.

Followingthat,JadeInfusedBladesuddenlygotonhisknees…KowtowingbeforeGerald,hethencried

out,“Please,master!Allowmetoreturntoyourside!”

“…That…”mutteredGeraldinslighthesitation.

Afterabitofpondering,Geraldthenadded,“…Truthbetold,I’mnottoosureifIreallyamLiemis’s

reincarnatedform…However,Idobelievethatwesharethesamegoal,thatbeingthefactthatwe’re

bothhopingtoreuniteLiemis’scorpsewithZylabeforeburyinghimforgood.Withthatsaid,Ithinkit’d

bebestifwekepteachothercompanyonourwaythere!”



“Yes!Thankyoufortakingmein,master!”repliedJadeInfusedBladebeforequicklykowtowingagain.

“Speakingofwhich,eventhoughI’vealreadybeenhereforoveramonthnow,Istillhavequiteafew

doubtsaboutanumberofincidents,JadeInfusedBlade…Firstoff,thoughyou’reaghost,Icantellthat

you’vealreadyattainedtherankofaNinth-rankChakraKing!Withthatinmind,Iwonderifyoucould

sharewhatleveloftrainingLiemishadathispeak.I’dalsoliketoknowthetruelevelofstrengththe

threemajorSunGodspossess!”saidGerald.

“Well,masterhadmanagedtoenterthelegendaryZiyiryonRealmbeforehisdemise.Hewasquite

literallyagodbythatstage,thoughthethreeSunGodshadmanagedtoenterthatfrighteningrealmas

well.Duetothat,theywereevenlymatchedwithhim.”

“Whilewe’reonthetopic,allowmetoexplainabitaboutalegendinJaellatra.Thelegenditselfgoesby

thenameofTheGareusGod,anditrevolvesaroundaGareusTemple.Tospeedthingsup,whatI

essentiallywishtoshareisthefactthatfivepeoplemanagedtoentertheZiyiryonRealm.”

“ThoughthefiveruledoverJaellatra,theSunLeaguealwaysmadesuretohidethatfactfromothers.

Afterall,theywerealliedwiththethreemajorSunGods,andthey,ofallpeople,knewwhatkindsof

crueltytheyhaddoneinordertofurthertrainthemselves.Yousee,tofurthertheirtraining,theyhad

refinedthemasculineauraofthosewhopossessedTritonbodiesonearth!That’sthereasonwhy

masterhadalwaysbeenonbadtermswiththemwhilehewasstillalive!”explainedJadeInfusedBlade.



“Isee…”repliedGerald,finallyseeingthebiggerpicture.

Sothat’swhythereexistedlegendsabouttheSunLeagueonearth…Asitturnedout,forthousandsof

years,thosefromtheSunLeaguehadgonetoearthtocaptureothers,justtorefinetheTritonqiof

thosepeople!Withthatinmind,itnowexplainedthatbothPeterandMilahadsimplybeenpartofthat

process.

“…AndwhatabouttheYoungvigors?Whatelsedoyouknowaboutthem?Also,areyoufamiliarwiththe

QuartermainsinJaellatra?”askedGerald.

JessicawasstillinthegraspoftheQuartermains,andGeraldwasn’tevensurewhetherhissisterwas

stillalivebythispoint.TheQuartermainshadbroughtsomuchsufferingnotonlytoher,butalsohis

parentsanddisciples…JustthinkingaboutitinfuriatedGeraldgreatly…

“Well,theQuartermainsareoneofthemajorsubservientfamiliestotheSunLeague.Withthatsaid,

thatfamilyhasalwaysbeenseenasan‘overlord’ofsortsinJaellatra…Regardless,theywereableto

movebetweenthethreeworldswithbarelyanyhindrancesincetheyhadtheaidofanexceedingly

strongperson—withtherankofaDiaterra—ontheirside…Thatpersonhadfirstappearedbeforethem



aroundeighthundredyearsago,andjusttoremindyou,theDiaterraRealmissecondonlytothe

ZiyiryonRealm…”

“AsfortheYoungvigors…itpainsmetosaythis,butitwasyourfamilyinyourformerlife…Backthen,

eventhoughyourtitleinJaellatrawasLiemis,GodofBattle,yourrealnamewasLiemisYoungvigor!

Regardless,theYoungvigorsbackthenweretrulyinadetestablestate,anditwasallbecauseofasingle

womanbythenameofYadviMacer…Shewasmaster’sloveofhislifeuntilheeventuallyfellforZyla!”

“Yadviwasaviciouswoman,andsheusedallkindsofschemesinordertocontrolboththeDivineKing

Palaceaswellasthefamilythatmymasterhadfounded,theYoungvigors.Infact,shehadeven

cooperatedwiththeSunLeague!Hadthatlyingwomannotgainedmaster’strustbeforepoisoninghim

allthoseyearsago,therewasnowayhewould’veendeduplosingagainstthosethreepatheticmajor

SunGods!Thankfully,MissLocklandmanagedtosavehim,andforatime,theyranallovertheplaceto

seekrefuge…Unfortunately,intheend,masterstillsuccumbedtothatb*tch’sevilschemes!Notonly

that,butmymaster’sdirectdescendantswerealltakenoutbyboththeSunLeagueandYadvi!”

explainedJadeInfusedBlade,hisdeepresentmentasclearasday.

“…Followingthat,YadviwasgiventhetitleoftheYditeGodsformanagingtogaincontroloverthe

YoungvigorsaswellastheDivineKingPalace.Withthatinmind,sheremainsasoneofthefewmajor

forcesleftinJaellatra!”

“Asformyself,IwasoneofthetenguardiansoftheDivineKingPlacewhenIwasstillalive.Before

passingaway,IhadmanagedtoentertheSageRealm,andIthinkthat’sthereasonwhyIcouldstill



maintainmyspiritualessencepastdeath.Regardless,thatb*tchofaYditeGodhadalsogoneafterthe

remainingguardians!Whilesomeofthemdied,afewofthemmanagedtoescapeher!”explainedJade

InfusedBlade.

“Eitherway,master’sentirelifewasjustfilledwithapprehension…Afterall,notonlywasheharmed

andplottedagainstbyhisfirstlove,butafterhewasunitedwithhistruelove,hecouldn’tevenbe

togetherwithherforlong!Thatb*tchofaYditeGodusedtobetheclosestpersontohim!Tothinkthat

shewouldharmhimthatbadly…!”

“Liemis…!Yourdeathreallywasn’tworthit…!”declaredGerald,adeepfuryinhisheart.Forsome

reason,afterhearingallthatJadeInfusedBladehadsaid,Geraldwasabletorememberglimpsesof

thoseincidents…Itwasalmostasthoughhehadexperiencedthoseincidentsforhimself.
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“Indeed…Speakingofwhich,mayIknowwhyyoucamehereinthefirstplace,master?Also,yousaid

thatMissLocklandiscurrentlyinthehumanworld,correct?”askedJadeInfusedBlood,stillkowtowing

beforeGerald.

“Sheis.However,sheonlyexistsasaremnantofhersoulinthatworld.Sadlyenough,Iwasn’tstrong

enoughatthetimewhentheKingofJudgmentPortalcameafterus.SinceIcouldn’tevenprotectmyself

yet,ZylaservedasadistractionbyluringtheKingofJudgmentPortalaway.Afterthatincident,I’ve

searchedfarandwideforheronearth.Unfortunately,Ifoundnocluesastowhereshecouldhavegone!

Withthatinmind,Ihadahunchthatshecould’vepossiblyreturnedtoJaellatra!”



“AsforwhyI’mhere,youcouldsaythatreturningLiemistoZylaisoneofmyreasons.TheotherreasonI

camehereisbecausemysister’sbeencapturedbytheQuartermains!She’ssufferingnow,soIhaveto

saveher!However,inordertoevensurvivelongenough,IneedtofirstlocatethePrimocorosetohelp

meentertheSageRealm!”

Followingthat,Geraldsighedbeforeadding,“…Unfortunately,I’vestoppedprogressingeversinceI

enteredtheEighth-rankintheRuneRealm.NomatterhowhardItry,Isimplycan’tentertheNinth-

realm!IfIcan’tevengetpastthat,it’llbeuselessevenifImanagetolocatethePrimocorose!TheSage

Realmmustbehundredsoftimesharderformetobreach!”

ThisissuehadhonestlybeenplaguingGerald’smindeversincehesteppedfootonthisjourney.

“It’sbestnottogrowimpatient,Master.Ihopeyourememberthattakingthepathoftrainingisalready

goingagainstthenaturalorder.Withthatsaid,it’seasiersaidthandoneforonetoentertheNinth-rank,

thoughI’msureyou’realreadyawareofhowdifficultthehurdleis.Toclarify,somepeoplehave

painstakinglytrainedforahundredyears,beforefinallymanagingtoenterthatrealm!Withthatsaid,

it’sbestthatyoucalmyourselfsothatyou’llbeabletotrainwithgreaterconcentration!”explainedJade

InfusedBlade.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldsimplynodded.HeunderstoodwhereJadeInfusedBladewascomingfrom.

However,evenifhewasabletowaitforahundredyears,thesamecouldn’tbesaidforhissister.Hell,

wouldheevenbeabletoentertheSageRealmwithinacentury?ThethoughtofitonlymadeGerald

feelmoreanxious.



“Speakingofwhich,IjustsohappentoknowwheretofindthePrimocorose,master.Iknowit’sthe

mainingredientforyoutoentertheSageRealm,soallowmetoleadyouthere!Also,there’saten-

thousand-year-oldpondinthisvalley.Whileitswaterisfreezingcold,it’salsoaholyplacetotrain

oneself!Sincewe’reheadingoffanyway,whynottrytrainingthere?TheHerculeanPrimordialSpirit

withinyourbodyisagreatfortunebetweenheavenandearth.Ifyoumanagetocompletelyactivateit,

breachingtheSageRealmwillsurelycomesoonafter!”addedJadeInfusedBlade.

“…Verywell!I’llhavetotroubleyouthen,JadeInfusedBlade!”repliedGerald,whowashonestly

delightedtohearthat.Withthat,heclappedhishandstogethertoshowhisgratitude.

Itwasaboutamonthlater—atthemouthoftheUnderworldValley—whenoneoftheMackowski

family’ssubordinatescouldbeheardsaying,“He’sjustaservant,master!We’vealreadysurroundedthe

UnderworldValley’sentrance,sooncehefinallycomesout,we’llbesuretohackhimintopieces!With

thatsaid,youdon’thavetostayherewithusinwaitforhim!We’lldefinitelybringhiscorpsebackto

you!”

Justasthesubordinatehadsaid,Yusefhadbeenlyinginwait—withhismenatthemouthofthe

UndergroundValley—thisentiretime.Eventhoughanentiremonthhadpassed,Yusef’sresentmenthad

yettosubsideintheslightest.



Afterall,Geraldhadtrickedhimnotonce,buttwice!HewasnearlykilledbyFezrumozbackthenaswell!

Allthiswasfartoohumiliatingforhim!Withthat,hesworethathewouldkillGeraldwithhisveryown

handsifitwasthelastthinghedid!

“Look,I’mnottryingtoputyoudownoranything,butthere’ssimplynowayallofyoucandefeathim!

Justsoyouknow,thatyoungmanpossessessomethingveryimportantinhisbody.Afterall,despite

beingsoyoung,he’salreadyundergonesuchimmensetraining!Withthatinmind,Ican’tletanything

elsegoamiss!I’lldefinitelybekillinghimpersonally!”growledtheangeredYusefinresponse.

“…Isee…Still,thatyouth…Hisendurancereallyissomethingelse…Afterall,hehasn’texitedfromthe

valleyinanentiremonth!”mutteredtheanxioussubordinate.

“Humph!FromwhatIcanassume,hemusthavealreadyfoundthePrimocorose!Iguesshe’scurrently

justbidinghistimeasherecovers!Evenso,he’lldefinitelycomeoutsoonerorlater!Afterall,mostof

theUndergroundValleyissurroundedbyapoisonousmiasma.Withthatsaid,theentrancewe’re

currentlyblockingisalsotheonlysafeexitforhim!Aslongaswekeepwaitinghere,he’llsurelycome

out!”sneeredYusef.

Thesecondhissentenceended,Yuseffelthiseyelidstwitchslightly.



Afigurecouldsuddenlybeseenwalkingoutofthevalley…Squintinghiseyes,Yusefendedupbursting

inlaughterwhenhefinallyrealizedwhothatpersonwas.

“Hah!AndhereIthoughtyoudiedinthereorsomething!So,you’restillalive!”scoffedYusefashe

staredattheslowlyapproachingGerald.

“Oh?Doyouwantmedeadthatbadly?”repliedGeraldwithafaintsmile.

“You…Youb*stard!Tothinkyou’djustwalkoutoftheresocasually!”growledYusefbeforerevealinga

spine-tinglingsmile.

Asecondlater,however,Yuseffoundhimselfslowlyraisinganeyebrow.

“…So,itseemsthatIdidn’tmisinterpretmyinitialassumption!Youreallyhavemadeatrulymassive

leapinimprovementinonlyasinglemonth!”mutteredYusefinslightdisbelief.



Shakinghishead,Yusefthendeclared,“ItappearsthatifIdon’tkillyoutoday,you’llsurelyendupbeing

muchstrongerthanmethenexttimewemeet!”
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Followingthat,anexplosivesoundcouldbeheard!

Everyonecouldonlywatchwide-eyedasallthesurroundingleavesbegangatheringinfrontofYusuf,

specificallyinfrontofhischest…

Theleavesthenbeganballingup,andoncetheorbofleaveswaslargeenough,Yusefboundedforward,

usinghischesttolaunchtheballofleavesforward!

Atthatmoment,anotherexplosivesoundcouldbeheardastheorbofleavesflewsoquicklyatGerald

thatitwashardtoevenseeitproperly!

Inresponse,Geraldpositionedhisfingersintoaswordformationbeforedeclaringinhismind,‘Goforth,

Storm-ForgedBlade!’



Immediatelyafter,Geraldflickedhisfingersinthedirectionoftheorb,shootingabladeoflightoutin

retaliation!

Explosionuponexplosionensuedasthetwoattacksflewtowardeachother…Untilfinally,thelargeball

ofleaveswasslicedclearintwo,creatingtheloudestexplosionyet!

Everyonepresentcouldonlytakeafewstepsbackintheirshock,utterlystupefiedbythesheeramount

ofpowertheyhadjustwitnessed.

“…What?”mutteredthenowbewilderedYusef.Thatboy…howcouldhehavedealtwithhisstrongest

attacksocalmly?!

“You…You’vealreadyenteredtheNinth-rankoftheRuneRealm?Howisthatpossible?Whendidyou

evenmakethatbreakthrough?!”askedYusefinhisdisbelief.



“Onlyyesterday,tobequitehonest.It’sbeenquiteawhilesincemytraininghaltedattheEighth-rank,

youknow?TothinkI’dfinallymakeitthrough!”repliedGeraldwithafaintsmile.

“You…Youcouldn’thavemanagedtodosowithoutexternalhelp!”retortedYusef,stillunableto

believeallthis.

TruetoYusef’swords,GeraldhadonlybeenabletobreachtheNinth-rankoftheRuneRealmwiththe

aidofthatcoldpond.Withthestimulusfromthepondinadditiontotheampleholyspiritshere,Gerald

wastruthfullyabletogettothenextrankrathersmoothly.

Ifhewastobecompletelyhonest,evenGeraldhadn’tanticipatedsuchrapidresults.

Regardless,Geraldreallywasn’ttookeenondealingwithYusefatthemomentsincetherewereso

manypeoplefromtheMackowskifamilypresent.

Withthatinmind,Geraldthensaid,“Apologies,Yusef,butIstillhavesomeaffairstodealwith.With

thatsaid,I’mafraidwewon’tbeabletodetermineawinnertoday!Restassured,I’lldefinitelycome



lookforyouonceI’mdonewitheverything!I’llbetakingmyleavenow!”

Followingthat,Gerald’sbodyseemedtoflickerforamomentbeforedisappearingcompletely!

“Afterhim!”shoutedseveraloftheMackowskifamily’sdisciples.

Beforetheycouldevenmakeamove,however,Yusefraisedhishandbeforeshouting,“Stop!Don’t

pursuehimanyfurther!”

“What?Butwhy,master?Didn’tyousaywecouldn’tlethimremainalive?”askedafewofhismen.

“Humph!Ifhewasalone,I’dsurelyhavedealtwithhim!However,thereseemstobeanexceptional

personhelpingthatb*stard!Noneofyoumayhavenoticedhim,butcouldsensehispresence.Withthat

said,wewouldhavehadtodealwithtwoverypowerfulmen—who’vebothenteredtheNinth-rankof

theRuneRealm—ifwecontinuedchasinghim!That’ssomethingevenIhavetoadmitwewon’tbeable

tohandle!”grumbledYusefinaresentfultoneasheclenchedhisfiststightly…



Meanwhile,thesnapofwhipcouldbeheardwithintheQuartermainfamily’smansionlocatedin

Jaellatra’sBarioCity.

“Hurryupalready!Ifyoudon’tfinishwhatyou’vebeenorderedtodointime,Iwon’tbemerciful!”

shoutedamustachedmiddle-agedman.

Appearingtobeahousekeeperofsorts,themanhadwhippedthewomanbeforehimsinceshewas

takingabittooslowjusttowashafewvegetables.

Regardless,thoughthewomanwasfurious,shedidn’tdaretosayaword…

Ofcourse,shewasnoneotherthanGerald’seldersister,Jessica…
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AftergettingcapturedbytheQuartermainsinJaellatra,Jessicahadsufferedterriblyeverysingleday.

Despiteconstantlybeinghurt,however,herwillremainedstrong.



ShebelievedthatGeraldwoulddefinitelycomeonedaytosaveherfromthisplace.Withthatinmind,

sheknewthatsheneededtosurvivelongenoughforhimtodoso.

Unbeknownsttoher,thatdaywouldcomesoonerthanexpected.

Afterall,GeraldwasalreadyinJaellatra,andhehadevenpostponedhisfightwithYosefsincehe

prioritizedsavinghissister.

Eitherway,nowthathehadenteredtheNinth-rankoftheRuneRealm,Geraldwasprettymuchalready

onhiswayintoenteringtheSageRealm.Duetothat,heknewhedidn’tneedtobeafraidofdealing

withtheQuartermainsanymore.Hecouldnowfinallysavehissister!

Itwasn’tlongbeforeGeraldarrivedinBarioCity.Nowaloneanddonningalongrobe,Geraldslowly

madehiswayacrossthecity’sstreets.

Allalongthestreet,Geraldsawluxuriouslydressedpeopleeverywhere.Asitturnedout,thoseliving

hereappearedtobequitewealthy.



JustasGeraldwaspassingbytworichyoungheirs,heheardthemsaysomethingthatinstantlycaught

hisattention.

“Say,haveyouheard?TheyoungmasteroftheQuartermainfamilyishavinghisbirthdaypartyin

FeatherlightPavilion!”

“Oh?Thenwhatarewewaitingfor?Let’shurryoverandhavealookforourselves!”

So,theyoungmasteroftheQuartermainfamilywashostingaparty,washe?Thiswasexcellent!

WhileGeraldhadinitiallyplannedonheadingstraightfortheQuartermain’smansion,nowthathehad

bumpedintosuchaperfectscenario,Geraldwasdefinitelygoingtoallowtheyoungmasterofthe

Quartermainfamilytoleadthewayforhiminstead!



Sincehewasnowgoingwiththisplananyway,perhapsGeraldwouldhaveachancetopresentalittle

gifttotheQuartermainsuponmeetingthem…

Tailingbehindthetworichheirs,Geraldthencontinuedthinkingabouthisnextstepashefollowedthe

duototheFeatherlightPavilion…

Uponarriving,itwasnaturallynoissueforGeraldtoleappastthePavilion’shighwallsandenter

throughthebackdoor.Carefullypassingthroughthelargehallswithoutmakingasound,Gerald

managedtoslippastunnoticedallthewaytothepackedbanquethall.

FromwhatGeraldcouldsee,thecrowdconsistedmostlyofrichheirsinBarioCitywhiletheotherswere

simplyotherprestigiousandpowerfulpeople.

Ashewasanalyzingthecrowd,heheardsomeonesuddenlyshout,“HerecomesYoungMasterYesirn!”

Followingthat,theluxuriouslydressedyoungmasteroftheQuartermainfamily,YesirnQuartermain,

walkedoutfrombehindacurtainashestaredatthecrowdthroughhissunglasses.



Standingbyhisside,weretwosturdy-lookinganddark-skinnedmenwithfrigidexpressionsontheir

faces.Lookingatthem,GeraldcouldalreadytellthattheywereYesirn’spersonalbodyguards.Afterall,

theduohadtoatleasthaveenteredtheFourth-rankoftheRuneRealmwithhowstrongtheywere.

Truthbetold,GeraldhadalreadynoticedthatthingsweredifferenthereinJaellatra.Afterall,

exceptionallystrongpeopleseemedtobethenormhere,anditwasn’tevenallthatuncommontosee

thosewhohadmanagedtoentertheRuneRealm.

ThiswaswhyJaellatrawassuchamysteriousandpowerfulplace.

Regardless,YoungMasterQuartermainhimselfwassimplyaNinth-rankmaster.Inotherwords,he

hadn’tenteredtheRuneRealmyet.NotthatthatmatteredtoGerald.Tohim,thesepeopleweregoing

tobenothingbutcorpsessoonerorlateranyway.

Whateverthecasewas,Yesirn’sappearancemadetheentirebanquethallfallsilent.Nobodythere

daredtooffendtheQuartermains,sotheysimplystaredsilentlyattheimposingyoungmaster.



Lookingatthecrowdbeforehim,Yesirnthenshouted,“Ladiesandgentlemen!Welcometomybirthday

party!It’smytreattoday,somakesuretoenjoyyourselvestothefullest!”
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Uponhearingthat,everyoneinstantlyburstintocheer!

Gerald,ontheotherhand,silentlyremainedlow-profileinadarkcornerofthebanquethall.Tohim,

todaywasn’tadayforcelebratingYesirn’sbirthday.Instead,GeraldsawtodayasthedayofYesirn’s

memorialceremony.

Watchingaseveryonecontinuedbeingimmersedinthedelightofsensualpleasuresanddrinking,Yesirn

didn’tevenrealizethatagreatdangerwasabouttobefallhim…

TherewasasayingthatGeraldhadpreviouslyheardofthatsuitedwhathewasabouttodotoatee.

Essentially,‘Theendofthepartyisalwaysthebesttimeforonetogettheirbusinessdone’.

Ashethoughtaboutthat,Geraldmadesurethathishoodwasdownbeforeleapingintotheair!



Itwasasecondlaterwheneveryonepresentwatchedasastrong-lookingpersondroppedfromthe

banquethall’sceiling…beforelandingontooneofthediningtables!

Shockedbyallthenoiseandthefactthatthediningtablehadbeensplitcleaninhalf,thesurrounding

guestsseatedtherequicklyranoffinfear!

Duetothesuddendisorder,theinitiallyjoyfulatmospherequicklyvanishedandwasinstantlyreplaced

withfeelingsoftensenessanddread.Inaway,everyonecouldsensethatabattlewasimminent.

“Whoareyou?Andhowdareyoucrashmybirthdayparty!Areyoudeliberatelytryingtocourtdeath?!”

shoutedthenewfuriousYesirnasheglaredatGeraldwithmurderousintent.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldinstantlylaughedinarathercontemptuousmannerbeforeslowlyliftinghis

hoodoffandrevealinghowhelooked…

“Howflamboyantyouare,YoungMasterQuartermain!Icanseehowmuchyouenjoybeingsooverthe

top!”scoffedGerald.



“Again,whoareyou?”growledYesirnashecontinuedglaringatGerald.

“MynameisGeraldCrawford!”declaredGeraldwithouttheslightesthesitationinhistone.

Uponhearingthat,Yesirnfoundhimselfinstantlyshockedandsurprised.However,hisexpression

quicklyturnedintooneofcontempt.TothinkthatthepersonbeforehimnowwasGerald,thewildman

whohadkidnappedhisyoungersister,Mila!

“Humph!AndhereIwasthinkingwhoitwas!You’rethatwildmanwhokidnappedmyyoungersister,

aren’tyou?TothinkthatyouactuallydaredtocometoJaellatraalone!Youmusttrulyhaveadeath

wish!”sneeredYesirn.

Laughinginresponse,Geraldsimplyretorted,“Thankyouforpointingouttheobvious,YoungMaster

Quartermain!Regardless,thefactthatI’mherealoneshouldpaintaprettyclearpicturethatIcaneasily

dealwithyouwithoutevenneedinghelpfromothers!Nowthen,listenclosely.I’mgivingyouachance

toorderyourmentoreleasemyeldersisterandbringhertome.Ifyoudoso,I’llstillmakeyou

handicapped,butyourlifewillbespared.Ifyoudecidenottocomply,however,I’llbeteachingyouand

therestofyourfamilyaverybloodylesson!”



DespitethefactthatGeraldhadlaughedatYesirn’swords—ratherthanchoosingtobeangered—,

everyonecouldfeelhowmurderouseachofhiswordswere.FromhowfrigidGerald’sexpressionwas,

theyknewthathisproposalwasn’tanemptythreateither.

NotonlyhadtheQuartermainsruinedhisbrother’seyesandtongue,buttheyhadalsobrokenhis

parents’legs!Asifthatwasn’talreadyenough,theyevencapturedhiseldersister!Allthisgavebirthto

thekindofresentmentthatcouldn’teasilybeeliminated.InGerald’seyes,theQuartermainshadtobe

exterminatednomatterwhat.ItwasthatdrivetohavehisrevengethatbroughthimtoJaellatrainthe

firstplace!

“Youarrogantb*stard!So,youaren’tafraidoftheQuartermainsatall,areyou?Justsoyouknow,killing

youwouldbeaseasyasmurderingachicken!”roaredtheinfuriatedYesirn.

Frowninginslightdisdain,Geraldthensneered,“Achickenyousay?Verywell,then!Let’sseewhoends

uponthechoppingboard!”

Thesecondhissentenceended,Geraldinstantlyreleasedhisimmensemurderousintentandallthe

essentialqithathehadbeenholdingbackthisentiretime.



Andjustlikethat,Yesirn’sangerturnedintodeepfear.LookingatGeraldnowwassopressuringthat

Yesirnfoundithardtoevenbreathe!However,theworsthadyettocome.

DuetotheintensityofGerald’sessentialqi,manyofthepeoplearoundhimwereinstantlyafflictedwith

disruptionsintheirbloodcirculatorysystems!Asaresult,thosewhoweretooclosetohiminstantly

diedonthespot!

This,ofcourse,wasnatural.Afterall,noordinarypersonwouldbeabletoresisttheessentialqiowned

byaNinth-rankChakraKing!

Swallowingdownhisdiscomfort,Yesirnthenturnedtolookathistwobodyguardsbeforeordering,“W-

whatthehellareyoutwostillstandingthereinadazefor?!Gogethim!”

Hearingthat,bothoftheguardsinstantlybegandashingtowardGeraldwithimmensespeed!
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Seeingthat,Geraldsimplypushedhispalmsforward,instantlysendingthetwoguardsflyingbackward

fromablastofpowerfulessentialqi!

Whenthetwobodieslanded,Yesirnrealizedthatbothofthemhaddiedthereandthen.Asingleblow!

ThatwasallittookfromGeraldtokillbothhisstrongestguards…!

NowfullyawarethathewastrulypowerlessagainstGerald,thehorrifiedYesirnfoundhimselfquivering

asheslowlytookafewstepsbackwhilethreatening,“S-stayback…!Ifyoudarelayevenafingeronme,

myfamilywon’teventhinkaboutsparingyou…!”

ThoughYesirnknewthathisdeathwasimminent,hewasstilltryingtousetheQuartermainsto

threatenGerald.Afterall,Geraldhadcomealonetodealwithhisfamily.Withhimbeingsoreckless,

Geraldwassuretobeaninsensiblepersonthatwouldpossiblyfallforhisthreats,right…?

Yesirn’shopesforsuchascenarioprovedthathereallywasasdumbasapost.

ToYesirn’shorror,Geraldthenbeganwalkingovertohim,lookingverymuchlikealoomingGodof

Death…



JustasGeraldwasabouttoreachYesirn,however,heinstantlyfeltanimmensemurderousaurafrom

behindhimasaninfuriatedvoiceroared,“YoungMaster!”

Turningaround,Geraldwasgreetedbythesightofamiddle-agedman—donningblackmartialarts

clothing—launchinganattackstraightforhim!

However,Geraldbarelyevenflinched.Instead,hesimplytiltedhisbodyslightly,successfullydodging

thatman’sattackwithease!

“Oh!IsthatThunderclapPunch?”askedGeraldrathercasuallyafterobservingthatmiddle-agedman’s

attack.

ThunderclapPunchwasaconstantlychangingattackthatwasalsothemostpowerfultacticinthe

ChurchoftheHolyStar.Withthatsaid,Geraldhonestlyhadn’tanticipatedthatthepersonnowbefore

himcouldactuallyperformsuchastrongattack.



“Humph!Soevenab*stardlikeyourecognizestheThunderclapPunch!Regardless,howdareyou

disrespectYoungMasterQuartermainlikethat!Duetoyouractions,don’tblamemeforvanquishing

you!”snortedthemiddle-agedmanashenarrowedhiscold,murderouseyes.

Feelinglikehisherohadarrived,Yesirnthenordered,“M-Mr.Cygan!Killhim!He’sGerald!”

Themiddle-agedmanwentbyMiguelCygan,andhewastheguardianoftheQuartermainfamily.With

thestrengthofaSixth-rankChakraKing,hehadcomefromtheChurchoftheHolyStar,whichexplained

whyhewasabletoperformtheThunderclapPunchinthefirstplace.Regardless,hewasconsideredto

beoneoftheverybestwithintheQuartermainfamily.

Eitherway,uponhearingYesirn’swords,Miguelfoundhimselfinstantlyshockedasheshouted,“What?!

So,you’reGerald?HowdaringofyoutocomeovertoJaellatraonyourown!Youmustreallybeitching

tojoinyourancestors!”

Migueltrulyhadn’texpectedtheQuartermain’senemytojustshowupbeforethemlikethis!



Snortinginresponseashelookedatthemiddle-agedman—whowasglaringicilyathim—Geraldthen

replied,“What’sthereformetobeafraidof?Justsoyouknow,oneofmygoalsofcominghereisto

exterminatetheQuartermains!”

WithhowdeterminedGerald’svoicewas,itwasevidentthathewasn’tafraidofMiguelatall.Afterall,

MiguelwasnothingbutaSixth-rankChakraKing.HewasnothingtoGerald!

“ExterminatetheQuartermainfamilyyousay?You’llhavetogetthroughmefirst!”roaredMiguelashe

clenchedhisfistssotightlythattheveinsonhisarmsinstantlybulged.

Followingthat,Migueldartedforwardsoquicklythatitalmostseemedlikehisshadowhadbeenleft

behind!

Liftinghishand,Miguelthenspreadhisfingersapart—reminiscentofaclawingmotion—asheyelled,

“RisingDragon!”

Staringattheincomingmiddle-agedman—whoseattackmadehimlooklikeadragonburstingoutfrom

thesea—Geraldsimplyyelledbackinafrigidtone,“ThrustingDragon!”
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Followingthat,Gerald’shandsturnedassharpasclawsaswell!

BeforeMiguelcouldevenlandhisattack,Geraldeasilygrabbedthemiddle-agedmanbytheneck

beforeliftingandtossinghimtotheside!

Hisnecknowbloodied,theheavilyinjuredMiguelslowlygottohisknees—withmuchdifficulty—before

muttering,“…You…To…thinkthatyou…knewhow…tousetheThunderclap…!”

WithMiguel’sbloodquiteliterallygushingoutofhismouthnow,thedyingmanwasn’tevenableto

completehissentence.

However,hedidknowforafactthatGeraldhadusedthatattacktogetherwiththeThrustingDragon…

Withthatsaid,Migueltrulyhadn’texpectedGeraldtoactuallyusetheskillthathehadbeensoproudof

masteringtoendhislife…

Knowingthathewouldneverbeabletoredeemhimselfofthishumiliation,Miguelfinallygaveup,

floppingrightintohisownpoolofblood,dead…



Afterwitnessingallthat,Yesirnwasnowsoterrifiedthathealmostappearedtobeinsomesortof

trance!Slowlysquattingtokeephiswildlytremblingbodybalanced,Yesirnfoundhimselfthinking,

‘…NotevenMiguel,aSixth-rankChakraKingandaguardianoftheQuartermainfamilywasabletodeal

withGerald…!Withthatinmind,whoelseistheretocomesaveme…?!’

NowthatMiguelhadbeendealtwith,GeraldturnedtostareatYesirnbeforemocking,“Nowthen…

Whoelseistheretosaveyou,YoungMasterQuartermain?”

“P-please,Mr.Crawford…!Please,forgiveme…!IadmitthatIwaswrongandthatIshouldn’thave

offendedyou…!Withthatsaid,pleasebethebiggermanandspareme…!I’lldefinitelybereturning

homenowtoreturnyoureldersistertoyou…!”beggedYesirn,knowingthattherewasnootherwayout

forhim.

ThoughYesirnthencrawledovertoGerald’sfeetwhilebeggingpiteously,hewastruthfullyalready

thinkingabouthisescapeplan.Intheend,Yesirnbelievedthataslongashecouldreunitewithhis

family,hewouldsurelybeabletogetsomepeopletodealwithGerald!

Ofcourse,GeraldwasabletoreadthroughYesirn’sthoughtslikeanopenbook.



‘You’reajoke,youknowthat?Don’tyourealizeyou’realreadyinmygrasps?’Geraldthoughttohimself.

TherewasnowayinhellthatGeraldwasgoingtoallowYesirntoleave…Afterall,hewasgoingtouse

himtoforcetheQuartermainstoreturnJessicatohim!

Withthatinmind,GeraldsimplyslappedYesirntightonhisface,notevenbotheringaboutanythingthe

youngmasterhadjustsaid!

Momentarilyflungtotheside,Yesirnslowlyfumbledtohiskneesagain,hismouthnowbloodiedand

severalofhisteethmissing.Ratherthanayoungmaster,Yesirnwasnownothingmorethanatargetof

scorn.

Regardless,alloftheremainingparticipantsofthebirthdayparty—whowerestillalive—hadalready

fledtheFeatherlightPavilionbythispoint,andmanyofthepavilion’smanagementteamweretoo

frightenedtoevenmakeamove.



However,thereweresomesensiblepeoplewhoinstantlyrushedtotheQuartermainstoreportthe

incidenttothem.Afterall,YoungMasterQuartermaingettingbeatenupwasamajorissuethatwould

surelycauseagreatuproarwithintheentiretyofBarioCity.

Naturally,Geraldhadfullyanticipatedthat.Withthat,hesimplysteppedonYesirn’sface,applyingabit

morepressureashewarned,“Nowthen…I’llbewaitingforyourfamilytocome.You’dbesthopethat

mysisteriswiththemoncetheyarrive.Otherwise,yourfamily’sgoingtobegreetedbythesightofyour

freshcorpse!”

Uponhearingthat,YesirninstantlybeganprayingthathisfamilywouldbringJessicaalong.Iftheydidn’t,

heknewforafactthatGeraldwouldkillhimwithoutasecondthought!

ItwasaroundtenminuteslaterwhenacommotioncouldbeheardoutsidetheFeatherlightPavilion.It

wasquiteobvioustoGeraldwhowasmakingallthatruckus.

Secondslater,themasteroftheQuartermainfamilyhimself—HenrickQuartermain—camerushingpast

thepavilion’sdoors,withmanyotherQuartermainsfollowingbehindhim.



SinceHenrickhadalreadyenteredtheSageRealm,hewasaterrifyinglystrongperson.Thefactthathis

sonhadbeenbeatenupsoterriblyonlyservedtofurtherincreasehisangerandintimidatingaura.

WhilehewasinitiallyshockedtofindoutthatGeraldhadcometoJaellatralookingfortroublewithhis

family,afterhearingwhattheyouthhaddonetohisson,thatsurprisequicklyturnedintotheurgeto

hackGeraldintopieces.

Regardless,whenHenrickfinallysawhisson,heinstantlyroared,“Yesirn…!”

“D-Dad…!Please,saveme…!”criedoutYesirnwhowasstillbeingsteppedon.

Seeinghowhissonwasbeingtreated,Henrick’sbloodinstantlyboiledashisveinsbecamestrikingly

visibleandhisessentialqibeganflaringwildly.Ifitwasn’tforthefactthathisson’sheadwasbeing

steppedon,HenrickreallywantedtojustgoontheattackandkillGeraldonthespot!

Knowingbetterthantodothat,HenrickthenpointedatGeraldbeforethreatening,“You’dbestrelease

myson,elseI’mslicingyouintoamillionpieces,Gerald!”



“Oh?Areyoureallyinapositiontothreatenme?”scoffedGeraldinafrigidtoneasheturnedtolookat

Henrick.
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ThesecondGerald’ssentenceended,acrisp‘crack’couldbeheard.Followingthat,Yesirn’sscreamsof

painfilledtheair!

GeraldhadjustcrushedoneofYesirn’sarms,andtheexcruciatingpainthattheyoungmasterwas

feelingwasevidentinhisexpression.

Seeingthat,Henrick’sfuryknewnoboundsasheglaredatGeraldwhileshouting,“You…!”

“Look,youoldb*stard!Yourson’sinmyhands,andifyouwanthimalivebytheendofallthis,you’d

betterhandovermysister!I’msureyouknowwhat’llhappentohimifyoudon’tcomply!”retorted

Geraldstraightforwardly,notwantingtowasteanymoretimethanheneededtowithHenrick.

ItwasclearlyaproposalthatHenrickcouldn’trejectunlesshedidn’tcareabouthisson,andeveryone

thereknewthat.



Inresponse,however,HenricksimplycontinuedpointingatGeraldasheyelled,“Listenhere,ifmyson

diesneitheryounoryoursisterwillbeabletoleaveJaellatraaliveaswell!”

‘You’rereallyaskingforit,aren’tyou?’Geraldthoughttohimself.Ratherthanfeelingafraid,themore

Henrickthreatenedhim,themoreannoyedhegot.

Withthat,morecrackingsoundscouldbeheard,followedbyanotherear-piercingscreamfromYesirn!

“P-please…dad…!Pro-promisehimthatyou’llreturnher…!I…Idon’twanttodie…!”pleadedthe

agonizedyoungmaster.

Seeinghissonbeingtorturedsomuch,Henrickgaveitsomethought,grittinghisteeththeentiretime

beforeeventuallygrowling,“…Fine!YouhavemywordthatI’llreturnJessicatoyou!”

Understandingthattheprioritywastokeephissonalive,Henrickthenturnedtofaceoneofhisservants



beforeordering,“GobringJessicaover!”

Hearingthat,theservantinstantlyrushedbacktotheQuartermainfamilymanortoretrieveGerald’s

sister.

BeforeHenrickcouldsayanotherthing,however,heheardGeraldshout,“You’dbetternotbeplaying

anytricksonme,youoldb*stard!Ifeventheslightestharmcomestomysister,Iguaranteethatyour

familywillhaveabloodypricetopay!”

ThoughHenrickremainedsilent,hewasnowmoreenragedthanever.

Tothinkthathe,themightyandmagnificentmasteroftheQuartermainfamily,wouldactuallybe

threatenedbythisinexperiencedyoungman!Ifwordaboutthisgotout,he’dsurelydrownin

humiliation!

However,hewasn’ttooworriedaboutthatscenariohappening.Afterall,thesecondhissonwasoutof

danger,hecouldjustkillbothGeraldandhissisteronthespot!Evenifhefailedtodosoimmediately,

hewasdefinitelynotlettingthemleaveBariocityunscathed.



ItwasaroundtenminuteslaterwhenJessicawasledintothepavilionundertheguideoftwoservants...

UponrealizingGerald’spresence,hereyesinstantlytearedupasshecriedout,“Gerald…!”

Sheknewheryoungerbrotherwoulddefinitelycomesaveher…!

“Don’tworry,sister!Bothofuswillsurelyleavethisplacesafely!”consoledGerald.

LookingatallthescarsandinjuriesJessicahadsuffered,herpitifulstateonlyservedtofuelGeraldwith

anevengreaterwrath.HereallywantedtochopalltheQuartermainsintopiecesrightnow!

Evenso,herefrained,knowingverywellthattheprioritywastorescuehissisterfirst.Hewasn’tgoing

toallowhertosustainanyfurtherinjuries.



Regardless,uponhearingGerald’swords,Jessicasimplynoddedslightly.ShebelievedinGerald,andshe

knewthattheyweregoingtomakeitoutofallthis.

Unwillingtofurtherwatchtheheart-warmingscenebetweenthetwosiblings,Henrickthendemanded,

“Look,I’vebroughtyoursisterhere,Gerald!Nowreleasemyson!”

“Humph!Impatient,aren’twe?Releasemysisterfirstifyouwanthimback!”sneeredGeraldashe

glaredatHenrick.
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“You…!Listenhere,yoursister’sstillinmygrasp!Don’tyouevendareconsiderplayinganytricks,you

hear?!”retortedHenrickasheangrilygrabbedJessicabyherneck.

“Youoldb*stard!Onewrongmoveonmysisterandyoursonwillbedead!IfyouthinkI’mjustjoking

around,thentryme!”roaredGeraldasheinstantlyliftedYesirnbyhisneckaswell.

WhenHenricksawthathisson’seyeswerealreadyrollingbackonhisreddenedface,themasterofthe

QuartermainfamilyknewthathisthreatsmeantnothingtoGerald.



Ratherreluctantly,HenrickthenreleasedJessica’sneckbeforereplying,“…Fine!Let’sexchangeour

hostagesatthesametimethen!”

Hearingthat,Geraldknewthathehadtoplayalong.ReleasingYesirn’sneckaswell,bothGeraldand

Henrickbeganslowlywalkingtowardeachother,makingsuretohaveafirmgraspontheirhostages’

backs.

Oncetheywerecloseenough,thetwomenreleasedtheirgraspsatthesametime,allowingYesirnand

Jessicatobeginwalkingtowardtheotherparty…

However,thesecondthetwopassedeachother,HenrickmadeadashtowardJessica!Sincehispalm

wasalreadychargedwithessentialqi,itwasobviousthatHenrickhadplannedtodothisfromthevery

beginning!

However,GeraldhadnaturallyreadHenrick’smindlongbeforethisexchange.Withthatinmind,Gerald

wasabletoinstantaneouslyrespondbydraggingJessicaoverandlaunchinghisownpalmattack!



WhatfollowedwasanexplosivesoundthatshooktheentireFeatherlightPavilion!

Withdustanddebrisflyingallovertheplace,Geraldusedthatchancetosuccessfullyfleethepavilion

togetherwithhissister!

Bythetimethedusthadsettled,Henrickrealizedthathehadbeenoutwitted!

Hisangerwascutshortwhenheheardhisservantsshouting,“Y-youngmaster…!”

Turningaround,Henrickwatchedashisservantsquicklyranovertohisson’sside…However,Yesirn…

Hewaslyingmotionlessatopapoolofhisownblood!

Momentarilyfrozeninplace,Henrickfinallysnappedoutofitwhenoneofhisservantsturnedtolookat

himbeforecryingout,“M-master…!Youngmaster,he’s…He’sdead!”



Uponhearingthat,Henrickfeltasthoughhehadjustbeenfatallystruckbylightning.

“Yesirn…!”shoutedHenrickasherantowardhisson’scorpse.

ThoughbloodwasstillflowingendlesslyoutofYesirn’sgapingneck,itwasevidentthattheboywasno

longeramongtheliving.

Astohowthatgashhadgotthere,duringtheearliermomentsofchaos,GeraldhadorderedJade

InfusedBlade—whohadbeenwithinGerald’sbodythisentiretime—tomomentarilyrevealhimselfand

sliceYesirn’sneck!SincenobodythereknewaboutJadeInfusedBlade,thedeedmanagedtobedone

ratherstealthily.

Regardless,thenowdeeplypainedHenrickthenhowledinrage,“I’mtearingoffallyourskinonceIget

myhandsonyou,Gerald…!I’mbreakingeverysingletendonofyourstoo,andonceI’mdone,I’lldrink

everylastdropofyourblood…!”



Meanwhile,Geraldwasalreadyrushingoutofthecitywithimmensespeed.

“They…Won’tpursueus,right…?”askedaworriedJessicaasshecontinuedclingingontoGerald’sback.

“Eveniftheydo,I’llprotectyou,sister!There’snoneedtoworry!”reassuredGeraldwhohadalready

thoughtabouthisnextmove.

Soonenough,bothofthemarrivedatthemouthoftheUnderworldValley…

Evenfromafar,Jessicahadalreadynoticedagracefulbutnervous-lookingwomansittingunderalarge

treenearthemouthofthevalley.ThepersoninquestionwasNori!

AfterJadeInfusedBladegotthePrimocoroseforGerald,bothofthemhaddecidedtomomentarilypart

wayswithNori.BeforeheadingofftoBariocity,however,Geraldhadtoldhertowaithereforhimsince

hestillneededherhelpwithsomething.



Regardless,uponseeingthatGeraldhadmadeasafereturn,Noriinstantlygottoherfeetbefore

shouting,“Gerald…!”

GeraldhimselfwastednotimeinhandinghissisterovertoNori.

“Nori,IstillhavetodealwiththosepeoplesoI’llbeleavingmysisterinyourcareforthemoment.Make

suretoleaveimmediately!Also,takethissoundtalisman.OnceI’mdonedealingwiththem,I’llcontact

youbeforemeetingupagain!”instructedGeraldashetookatalismanoutfromhispocketbefore

handingittoNori.
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“Pleasebecareful,alright,Gerald…?”mutteredJessicabeforeherbrotherpartedways.

SheknewhowmuchtroubleGeraldhadgottenhimselfintojusttosaveher.Withthatinmind,shewas

ratherreluctanttoseehimputhimselfindangeragainnowthattheyhadmadeitoutinonepiece.If

anythingterriblehappenedtohimbecauseofher,Jessicawaswellawarethatshewouldremainguilty

aboutthatfortherestofherlife…

Inresponse,Geraldsimplyrevealedanunderstandingsmilebeforesaying,“Youdon’thavetoworry

aboutme,sister!”



Withthat,theyouthturnedaroundandinstantlyleft...

Nottoofaraway,HenrickwasleadingseveralofhismeninpursuitofGerald.SinceHenrickhadalready

enteredtheSageRealm,hisspeedwasnearunimaginable.

Regardless,whenHenrickfinallysawGerald—whoappearedtobesilentlystandinginplace,waitingfor

hisarrival—themasteroftheQuartermainfamilyfoundhimselfroaring,“You’redyingtodayifit’sthe

lastthingIdo,Gerald…!”

Followingthat,severalpowerful-lookingpeopleleapedoutfrombehindHenrick!Fromthelooksofit,all

ofthemappearedtobeeitherEighthorNinth-rankChakraKings…

WhileGeraldwouldn’thavebeenabletodealwiththeminthepast,thingsweremuchdifferentnow.

Afterall,hewascurrentlyalreadynearingtheendstagesoftheNinth-rankoftheRuneRealm.Withthat

inmind,Geraldwasn’tafraidoffacingthosepeopleatall.



Whatmore,hehadtheexceptionalJadeInfusedBlade—whowasalsoaNinth-rankChakraKing—inside

hisbody.Duetothat,Geraldwastechnicallynotfightingalonethistime.

Justashewasthinkingaboutthat,aspectralfigureflewoutofGerald’sbody!Withasingleswipeofhis

aurablade,JadeInfusedBladeeasilydecapitatedallofHenrick’smenbeforeswiftlyreturninginto

Gerald’sbody!NobodyelsewasevenabletosenseJadeInfusedBlade’spresence!

Regardless,uponwatchinghismen’sheadshittheground—beforeslowlyrollingtothesidelikebowling

balls—,Henrickcouldn’thelpbutshiverslightlyinfright.TheywereallEighthandNinth-rankChakra

Kings…!Despitethat,Geraldhadbarelyevenneededafewsecondstotakeallofthemout!

“…Humph!So,you’vealreadyenteredtheNinth-rankoftheRuneRealm!ItappearsthatI’vetruly

lookeddownonyou!However,knowthatthatrankisuselessbeforeme!Afterall,I’vealreadyentered

theSageRealmalongtimeago!You,ofallpeople,shouldknowhowvastlydifferentthatplacesboth

youandme!Withthatsaid,Icaneasilyjustcrushyourskull!”snortedHenrickratherconfidentlyashe

glaredatGerald.

HenrickhonestlyfounditratherunfortunatetohavetokillGerald.Afterall,thefactthatGeraldhad

managedtoentertheRuneRealmatsuchayoungagedefinitelysignifiedhowtalentedtheyouthwas.

Intheend,however,Geraldwashisenemyandtherewasnothinghecoulddotochangethat.



“Oh?Isthatso?You’refreetotryanddosothen,youoldb*stard!”retortedGeraldwithoutthe

slightesthintoffearinhisvoice.

WhileGeraldwasfullyawarethathehadn’tenteredtheSagerealmyet,hebelievedthatHenrickwasn’t

capableenoughtokillhim.Duetothat,hewasn’tafraidoftheQuartermainmaster.

“You…Howarrogant!”shoutedHenrickashedashedforwardwithinhumanspeed!Thiswashowstrong

someonewhohadbreachedtheSageRealmwas!

Intheblinkofaneye,hewasalreadydirectlyinfrontofGerald!AimingforGerald’schest,Henrickthen

struckouthispalm!

Ofcourse,Geraldwasn’tabouttoallowHenricktodoashepleased.Withthat,Geraldstruckouthis

ownpalminretaliation!



Uponcollision,anexplosivesoundwasheard,followedbythegroundbeneaththemformingarather

deepsinkholefromtheimmensepressure!

Asdustanddirtflewinalldirections,Henrickcouldn’thelpbutfeelsurprised.Heneverthoughtthat

Geraldwouldactuallybeabletofightagainsthim!

WhileGeraldwould’vedefinitelynotbeenamatchagainstHenrickinaone-on-onebattle,heactually

hadJadeInfusedBladeonhisside.Withthatinmind,thesetwoindividuals—whohadbothenteredthe

Ninth-rankoftheRuneRealm—werejustenoughtotakeonHenrick.

Naturally,Henrickwascluelessaboutallthis…
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“Soyoumanagedtotakemyfirstblow!Verywell,then!Let’sseeifyoucantakeanother!”snorted

Henrickashetooktwostepsback.

Followingthat,Henrickwavedhishandsslightlybeforeshouting,“HolyFlaringFist!”



Immediatelyafter,hisrightfistwassetablaze!Wastingnotime,themasteroftheQuartermainsthen

beganchargingtowardGerald!

Seeingthat,Geraldquicklyyelled,“HerculeanArmor!”

SneeringattheshieldthatGeraldhadjustputup,Henrickthenmocked,“Justgiveitup!There’snoway

you’llbeabletostopthisattack!”

Asplitsecondlater,athunderoussoundensuedasablazingfirecollidedagainstGerald’sshield!

SincetheflameswereabletobypassGerald’sHerculeanArmor,Geraldinstantlyfeltthepainofhisskin

beingburnt!Hehadn’texpectedHenrick’sattacktobethispowerful!HadGerald’sbodynotpossessed

suchampleamountsofessentialqi,Geraldknewforafactthattheattackcould’veveryeasilyturned

himintonothingbutash!

Regardless,aftertenexcruciatingseconds,theflamesfinallysubsided.Bythispoint,Gerald’sclothes

werenothingmorethanthinstripsofburntcloth!



“…How…Howisthisevenpossible…?!”shoutedthenowwide-eyedHenrickinutterdisbelief.Howwas

Geraldstillalive?!

Smilingcontemptuouslyinresponse,GeraldthenglareddaggersatHenrickbeforeretorting,“Isthatthe

bestyoucando,youoldb*stard?Whatelsedoyouhave?Comeon,showme!”

UnabletotakeanymoreofGerald’smockery,HenrickdecidedthatitwashightimehetookGeraldout

withanextremelystrongattack!

Withhismindmadeup,Henrickthenstompedbothhisfeetontotheground,causingyetanother

sinkholetoformaroundhim!Hisbodynowengulfedwithinaragingfire,Henrickthensnortedbefore

arrogantlydeclaring,“You’llbenothingbutashesoncethisblowlands,Gerald!”

Pushinghisarmsforward,HenrickthensentfiveflamingdragonsflyinginGerald’sdirection!



“Master,thisisbad!ThatattackiscalledtheFiveBlazingDragons!Youwon’tbeabletowithstandit!”

warnedJadeInfusedBladethesecondherealizedwhatwashappening.

TheFiveBlazingDragonswasoneofthefieryartsinJaellatra.Oncethetechniquewasperformed,each

followingfiredragonwouldbemorepowerfulthanthepreviousone.Withthatsaid,thosewhobore

thesamerankastheattackerwouldmostdefinitelyfailtowithstandtheattack.

Despitethewarning,Geralddidn’tbuyJadeInfusedBlade’swords.Afterall,theHerculeanPrimordial

Spiritwasinsidehisbody!

Withthat,thefivedragonsthenrapidlyflewtowardGerald!

DuetoGerald’simmensespeed,hewasabletoeasilydodgethefirstdragon.Watchingasthat

particularserpentcollidedagainstalargetreethatwasbehindhim,Geraldfoundhimselffrowning

slightlywhentheentiretreeturnedintonothingbutasheswithinseconds!

Leapingtoavoidtheseconddragon,Geraldwatchedasitcrashedintoastonewall,resultinginthe

stonescatchingfireastheentirewallcamecrumblingdown!



Aftereasilydodgingthethirdandfourthdragonaswell,however,Geraldwasunabletoavoidgettinghit

bythefinalone!

Sincethefifthfierydragonwasstrongerthanallthepreviousones,Geraldinstantlyfoundhimself

unabletomoveamuscletheseconditcollidedintohim!

Nowinimmensepain,Gerald—whohadbeenflunghighintotheairfromtheimpact—slowlybegan

fallingintotheUnderworldValley’sabyss…

KnowingverywellthatGeralddefinitelywouldn’tbeabletosurvivesuchafall,Henrickfoundhimself

breathingasighofrelief.Hehadfinallyavengedhisson…

Justtomakesure,however,Henricktookafewglancesatthebottomoftheabyss…Sensingnothing,

theQuartermainmasterthenturnedtoleave,neverlookingback…



…ItwasquitesometimelaterwhenGerald’sfingersbegantotwitch.Despitefallingallthewaytothe

bottomoftheUndergroundValley’sabyss—intowhatseemedlikeameadowofsorts—,Geraldhad

survived!Evenso,theterriblyinjuredyouthwasstillunconsciousatthemoment…

Chapter1605

“…Master...Master,please,wakeup…!”calledoutJadeInfusedBlade.

HehadearlierexitedGerald’sbody,andaftersittingquietlybesidetheyouthforawhile,JadeInfused

BladedecidedtoatleasttrytowakeGeraldup.

Watchingastheheavilyinjuredyouth—whosebodywasnowfilledwithscars—continuedbreathing

shallowly,JadeInfusedBladecouldonlysigh.

WithevenGerald’sbarrierofessentialqinowruined,itwashonestlyamiraclethatGeraldwasstillalive.

HaditnotbeenfortheHerculeanPrimordialSpiritinhisbody,Geraldwould’veperishedagesago…

Atthatmoment,JadeInfusedBlade’searstwitchedslightly.Followingthat,hequicklyre-entered

Gerald’sbody.Someonewashere!



Secondslater,severaltreebranchesbeganstretchingouttowardGerald…Oncehewasallwrappedup,

thebranchesgentlydraggedhimintoatreehole…

ItwasaboutadaylaterwhenGerald’seyesfinallyopenedagain…Uponattemptingtogetup,Gerald

instantlybegancoughingratherviolently!

“Heynow,don’tgomovingaroundsecondsafteryou’vejustwokenup!Yourinjuriesaren’thealedyet!

Withthatsaid,justliedownandrecuperateforthemoment!”shoutedadeepandalmostgodly-

soundingvoicefromsomewhere…

Uponhearingthat,Geraldinstantlyturnedvigilantoutofhabit.Evenafterlookingaround,however,he

couldn’tseemtodetectwherethatvoicehadcomefrom.

“…Who’sthere…?”askedGeraldwithaslightfrown.

Afterchucklingheartily,thevoicethenreplied,“I’matreespiritthatresidesintheUnderworldValley!

I’mtheonewhosavedyou,youknow?Regardless,thetreeholeyou’recurrentlyin…It’sactuallymy



body!Withthatsaid,inaway,you’renowinsideme!”

Hearingthat,Geraldtheninstantlysaid,“Isee…!Thankyouforsavingme,senior…!”

Beforehecouldfurtherexpresshisgratitude,however,Geraldfoundhimselfcoughingvigorouslyagain.

ThemomentGeraldrealizedthattherewasevenbloodinhismouth,thetreespiritsimplyadvised,

“Look,you’reterriblyinjuredatthemoment.Goliedownandstopmovingabout!Understandthatyour

body’sbarrierofessentialqiisslowlyrecovering!Itneedstimetofullyheal!”

Understandingthatthetreespirit’sadvicewassound,Geraldcouldonlyobeyhiswords.Afterlying

downagain,GeraldbeganthinkingabouthowpowerfultheFiveBlazingDragonsattackwas.Fromwhat

hecouldnowtell,theonlywayhewasgoingtobeabletobeatHenrickwasbybreachingtheSage

Realm…

“Alright,nowthatyou’vesettleddownabitandI’mprettysurethatyouhavenowhereelsetogo,tell

me,howdidyousuffersuchseriousinjuries?”askedthetreespirit,clearlytryingtoeasethetension.



“…Well,IhadabattleagainstHenrick,themasteroftheQuartermainfamily!AfterbeinghitbyhisFive

BlazingDragonsattack,Iendedupgettinghitbythefinaldragon!Asaresult,Ifellintothebottomof

theabyss…”repliedGeraldinarathershamefultone.

Intheend,GeraldwasamightypersonwhowasatthelevelofaNinth-rankChakraKing.Despitethat,

hestillendedupgettingterriblybeatenupandheevenfellrightintotheUnderworldValley’sabyss!

Withthatinmind,Geraldtrulyfelthumiliatedbythisdefeat…

MuchtoGerald’sdispleasure,however,thesecondhissentenceended,thetreespiritinstantlybroke

intoaroaroflaughter!

“TheFiveBlazingDragons?Youcan’tbeserious!”scoffedthespiritasitcontinuedlaughingforquitea

while.

Notexpectingtheseniortolaughathimlikethat,thenowfrowningGeraldthenmuttered,“Ismyloss

thatfunnytoyou,senior…?”



“Hmm?Ohno,I’mnotlaughingaboutyou!I’mlaughingaboutHenrick!”repliedthetreespiritashe

quicklyexplainedhimselftoavoidanymisunderstandings.


