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Naturally,Geraldwasn’tcommentingontheattackitself.Whileherattackstylewasdefinitelypowerful,

whathemeantwasthatbeforeattacking,sheoftenleftherselfwideopentobecountered.Addingthat

tothefactthatsheneverchangedherattackstyle,anyopponentstrongerthanhercouldmost

definitelybeabletoseethroughherattackpatternsintime.ItexplainedwhyGeraldwasabletodefeat

hersoeasily.

Theonlyreasonwhyshehadbeenabletowinalltheprevioustimeswasbecausetheenemiesshe

bumpedintowerefarweakerthanher.Withthatinmind,theyprobablydidn’thavethechanceor

experiencetoanalyzeJuno’sattackpatterns.

Gerald,however,wasmuchstrongerthanher.Whatmore,hehadbeenpersonallytrainedbyLeit,and

heevenhaduniqueopinionsandanalysisonmartialartsskillsandattacktactics.

Regardless,afterhearingJuno’squestion,Geraldrepliedinaserioustone,“Thinkaboutit.Fromwhat

I’veseen,youtendtoonlyfocusonattacking,andmoreoftenthannot,thatleavesyouopentogetting

countered!Asproofofthat,Iwasabletoeasilydefeatyousinceyoubarelyeverfocusondefense!”

Uponhearingthat,Junopausedforamoment.Ratherthangettingangryforbeingcriticized,Juno

insteadadmittedthatthatwasaprettyhugeflawofhers.Howhadshenotnoticedthatbefore?

Abriefmomentlater,JunothenlookedatGeraldbeforesaying,“…Isee!Thankyoufortheadvice,

Gerald!”

ThiswasdefinitelygoingtohelpJunogreatlyinthelongrun.Nowondershehadalwaysfeltthather

martialartsjourneywasextremelydull.Asitturnedout,shehadbeenlimitingherselftoonlyasingle

attackstyle!

Eitherway,shenowunderstoodthatsheneededtofocusonlearningnewattackstyles.Indoingso,she

wouldsurelybeabletoeventuallyimprovebothherstrengthandmartialartsskills.



Still,shecouldn’thelpbutthinkthatlisteningtotheadviceofwisemenbroughtaboutmuchmore

favorableeffectscomparedtoherreadinguptechniquesalone.

Whateverthecasewas,thoughhermindwassetonchangingherattackstyle,oldhabitsdiedhard,and

Junowaswellawarethatitwasgoingtotakealotoftimeandefforttogetoutofthathabit.

However,shewasn’tdisheartenedbythatfact.Instead,shesimplycontinuedtosparagainstGerald,

slowlytryingtochangeherattackstyle.

Whileitmadehermovementsslightlyawkwardandclunky,attheveryleast,shewasnolongergetting

defeatedinjustasinglemove.Bythetwo-hourmark,shewasalreadyabletomakeuptothreemoves

beforegettingshutdown.

Sincethattookquiteabitoutofher,bothofthemdecidedtotakearestatthetrainingcourt’ssitting

area.

Sweatingprofusely,Juno—whocouldseehowmuchshehadimprovedjustfromsparringagainstGerald

forthosetwohours—sincerelysaid,“Thankyouverymuchfortoday,Gerald!Ifyouhadn’ttutoredme,I

wouldn’thavebeenabletomakethismuchprogressinsuchashortamountoftime!”

Thoughshesaidthat,sheunderstoodthattherewasstillavastdifferencebetweentheircapabilities…

Eitherway,itwasn’tlongbeforeNoriandRaysuddenlyrushedintothetrainingcourt.Uponseeing

Gerald,theanxiousNoriquicklyrantowardhimwhilesaying,“G-Gerald!Thisisbad!Somethingterrible

hashappened…!”

Puzzled,Geraldthenfrownedslightlyasheasked,“What’swrong?”

“W-well,ZeligandCyrilwerecapturedbythosefromtheHulkeroicUnion!Thoughwedidourbestto

getthemback,intheend,thereweresimplytoomanyofthem!Wefailedtosavethem!”explained



Nori.

“What?!”growledGerald,hisangersuddenlyspiking.Tothinkthattheywoulddosomethinglikethisto

hisfriends!TheHulkeroicUniontrulywasgettingoutofhand!

“Thatsettlesit!We’regoingaftertheHulkeroicUnionnow!”Afterdeclaringthat,Geraldwasreadyto

leavetogetherwithNoriandRay.Nomattertherisks,hedefinitelyhadtosavebothZeligandCyril!

Beforehecouldleave,however,hesuddenlyheardJunocallout,“Waitaminute,Gerald!”

“Yes,YoungLadyZorn?Ifitisn’tanythingimportant,I’dverymuchpreferitifyousaveditforlater!I

needtofocusonsavingmyfriendsnow!”repliedGerald.

“Calmyourself,Gerald!Listen,ifyouweren’talreadyaware,themasteroftheHulkeroicUnionhas

alreadyenteredtheThirdrankoftheAvatarRealm!Withthatinmind,simplychargingthereisno

differentfromgoingonasuicidemission!”explainedJuno.

AsidefromGeraldwhohadalreadyenteredtheAvatarRealm,theothers—whowerestillintheSage

Realm—wouldn’tstandachanceagainstthestrongermembersoftheHulkeroicUnion.Withthatin

mind,Junodidn’twantthemtojustthrowtheirlivesawaylikethat.

“Evenifyousaythat,Ican’tjustleavethemthere!”repliedGerald.WhileheunderstoodJuno’spoint,

hewasadamantaboutsavingZeligandCyril.

Afterall,bothofthemhadselflesslyagreedtogoonthisperilousjourneywithhimdespitenotknowing

muchaboutit.Nowthattheyhadgottenintotrouble,itwouldbeinhumaneofGeraldtonotatleasttry

gettingthemback.

“Still…Howaboutthis,I’llsendsomepeopleovertoscoutthesituation.Oncewegetaclearerpictureof

whattheHulkeroicUnionhasuptheirsleeves,wecanthenformulateaplantosavethem!”saidJuno.



Uponhearingthat,Geraldpausedforamomentbeforeeventuallynoddingslightly.

Shewasright.Itwasdefinitelygoingtobebetterforthemiftheygotsomeonetoscoutaheadfirst.Her

suggestionwaswaybetterthansimplychargingintotheenemy’sbaseanyway.Besides,thosefromthe

HulkeroicUnionwereprobablygoingtobeonthelookoutforthem,expectingGeraldtocomesavehis

friends.

Regardless,seeingthatGeraldhadagreedwithherplan,thegroupthenleftthetrainingcourtforJuno

tosendsomeofhermentoscouttheHulkeroicUnion’sbase…

…

Meanwhile,ZeligandCyrilcouldbeseenbeingtiedupintheHulkeroicUnionbase’shall.

Appearingsuperiorashesatonhishighthrone,Tiger—themasteroftheunion—simplyglaredatthe

duoasXuioandhismenstoodbytheirleader’sside.

Revealingasinistersmile,Xuiothensaid,“Thesearethatguy’scompanions,master!Nowthatwe’ve

capturedthem,thatguywillsurelycomeovertosavethem!It’shightimewehadourrevenge!”

Sneeringcontemptuously,Tigerthengrowled,“Anyonewhodareslayafingeronthepeopleofthe

HulkeroicUnionmustdie!Regardless,lockbothofthemupinthedungeon,andhavethemguarded

strictly!Asidefromthat,ordereveryonetoremainvigilantatalltimes!I’msurehe’llbecomingover

soonenough,andoncehedoes,hewon’tbeleavingourbasealive!”

Followingthat,ZeligandCyrilwerequicklydraggedawayandlockedinthebase’sdungeon…

“Itseemsthatwetrulyaredoneforthistime,Mr.Gabrio!”mutteredZeligwithasighashelooked



aroundthedungeon.

“Don’tgettooanxiousjustyet!IbelievethatGeraldcaresenoughforustoeventuallycometoour

rescue!”consoledCyrilwhogreatlybelievedinGerald.Afterall,Geraldwasthekindofpersonwho

wouldneverabandonhisallies.

Ofcourse,Cyrilwasright.Geraldandtheotherswerecurrentlyseatedatarestaurantnottoofarfrom

theHulkeroicUnion’sbase.Sincetheywereseatedbythewindow,theycouldkeepaneyeonthe

HulkeroicUnion’sactivitieswhilediscussingtheirnextstep.

“MymenhavemanagedtogatherthatyourfriendsarecurrentlylockedupintheHulkeroicUnion

base’sdungeon.Thedungeonitselfisattheendoftheirbase’smainhall.Inotherwords,we’llhaveto

somehowmakeitthroughtheirmainhalltoevengettoyourtwofriends!”explainedJuno.“Whileit’s

greatthatweknowallthat,howoneartharewegoingtogetpasttheHulkeroicUnion’stightsecurity?

Evenfromhere,wecanalreadyseehowheavilyguardedtheynoware!Hell,they’veevensetuppatrol

teams!Withthatinmind,we’lldefinitelygetcaughtifweheadinrashly!”mutteredRayinresponse.

Hearingthat,GeraldandtheothersknewthatRaywasright.WithhowstricttheHulkeroicUnion’s

securitycurrentlywas,itwasevidentthatthosefromthatunionwereexpectingGeraldtocomesave

theduo.Itwascertainlyadeathtraplikenoother…

“…Anyonehaveanyideasonhowweshouldtacklethis?Whataboutyou,YoungLadyZorn?”asked

GeraldashelookedatJuno.

Uponhearinghisquestion,Junobeganponderingaswell.Whiletheyalreadyknewwherethehostages

were,savingthemwasgoingtoproveextremelydifficult…

“…TheonlythingIcanthinkofistolurethemawayfromthebase…Asidefromthat,Ihavenoother

ideahowwe’llevenmakeitintotheirbasetosaveyourtwofriends!”repliedJuno.

“Isee…Iwasthinkingthesamething.Afterall,simplybarginginisdefinitelyoutofthequestion.



Regardless,oncewe’veluredthemaway,we’lljustsneakintotheirbasetosaveCyrilandZelig!”

mutteredGeraldashelookedseriouslyateveryone.

“We’refinewiththat,Gerald!Detailusonhowyouwanttheplantogo!We’llfollowallyourorderstoa

T!”repliedNori.

“Wellsaid.Anyway,aboutthedetails…Isaywesplitintotwogroupstillthemissionisover.Nori,Ray.

YoutwofollowmeintotheirbasetosaveCyrilandZelig.I’llbecountingonyoutwotocoverforme.As

foryou,YoungLadyZorn…Iknowthisisalottoaskfromyou,butcouldyoubeourdistraction?”replied

GeraldashealternatedhisgazefromNoritoJuno.

“Noproblem!Sincewe’regoingwiththat,allofyoushouldawaitmysignalbeforetakinganyaction.

Oncewe’redonewitheverything,let’sreuniteintheforestrightoutsideDragonbloodCity!How’sthat

sound?”repliedJunoasshelookedatGerald.

Hearingthat,Geraldsimplynoddedslightly.Withanyluck,theirplanwouldsucceed…

Regardless,nowthattheplanwasfinalized,JunoquicklyranofftocausehavocwithintheHulkeroic

Unionbase.Shewasgoingtomakesurethateveryonetherewasgoingtobetoodistractedtoeven

noticeGerald…

Gerald,Ray,andNorithemselvesquicklybeganmakingtheirwayacrossthebase’sgrounds.Thankfully,

theHulkeroicUnionhadplentyofhighwalls,andthatgrantedallthreeofthemprettygoodcover

Oncetheygottoablindspot,thetrioquietlyawaitedJuno’ssignal…

Notlongafter,allthreeofthemwatchedasarayoflightshotintothesky…beforefallingrightintothe

HulkeroicUnion’sbase!Thebasehadseveralsmallhouseswithinit,andwiththatinmind,oneofthe

unfortunatehousesinsidewentupinflamesthesecondthelighthitit!



Naturally,thiscausedtheunion’speopletopanic,andallofthemquicklybegantryingtoputthefire

out.

Seeingthat,thetrioknewthatthiswastheircuetomaketheirwayinside.Withthat,Geraldandhis

partyswiftlymadetheirwayintothebase…Oncetheywereoverthewall,allthreeofthemquickly

scannedthearea.Afterconfirmingthatalltheunion’smenwerestilldistractedbythefire,Geraldand

hispartyquicklysnuckpasttheunion’smainhallbeforeheadingstraightforthedungeon…

Nearingthecornerthatwouldleadtothedungeon,Geraldandthetwootherspeekedtoseeifanyone

wasguardingthedungeon’sentrance.Thankfully,thereonlyappearedtobetwopeoplestandingguard

there.

Withthatinmind,aftermakingsurethattheyhadn’tbeennoticedyet,Geraldthenretrievedhis

AstrabyssSwordbeforeunsheathingit…

Followingthat,Geraldboltedtowardoneoftheguardsbeforeexpertlyslicinghisthroat!

Barelyevenabletoreact,bloodinstantlygushedoutoftheguard’snowexposedthroat…Andjustlike

that,hefloppedtotheground,dead.

Uponrealizingthathiscompanionwasnolongeramongtheliving,theothermaninstantlydrewhisown

swordandattemptedtodecapitateGerald!

Ofcourse,Geraldwasabletoeasilydodgetheattack.Followingthat,hekickedawaytheman’ssword

beforelandinganotherkickrightintheman’sstomach!

Asthemanheldontohisnowachingstomach,Geraldtookthechancetopunchhiminthehead,

finishingthemanoffforgood…

WithhowfastandskillfulGeraldwas,itwasnowonderwhyhewasabletososwiftlyfinishbothof



themoffunscathed…

Regardless,nowthattheyhadbeendealtwith,Geraldimmediatelyslashedatthedungeon’schains

withhissword…andsecondslater,theheavy‘clunk’ofchainscouldbeheardasthechainsfelltothe

ground.

DuetohowsharptheAstrabyssSwordwas,slicingthroughchainslikethesewaschild’splayforit.

Eitherway,nowthattheentrancewasnolongerlocked,Geraldpulledthedungeon’sdoorsopenbefore

enteringtolookforhisfriends…

Shortlyafter,anextremelyinfuriatedTigercouldbeseenburstingintothehallwithseveralmenbehind

him.Uponseeingthetwodeadguards,heknewforafactthattheirhostageshadbeensaved.

Dashingoutside,hewasjustintimetoseeGeraldandhisfriendsclimbingovertheirbase’swalland

escaping!

“That…Thatgodd*mnedkidsucceededinsavinghisfriends!Afterhim!Hurry!”roaredTigerashe

instantlyboltedforGeraldtogetherwithhismen.

Sinceallofthemwerenowoverthebase’swall,Gerald—whohadheardTiger’sfuriousshout—quickly

turnedtolookatRayandNoribeforeinstructing,“IwantyoutwotoleadCyrilandZeligawayfromthis

place.I’llbedistractingthemwhileyoudoso!”

“…Butwhataboutyou-”

“Cutthecr*pandgetamoveonalready!Otherwise,noneofusareleavingthisplacealive!”retorted

Gerald,knowingfullwellwhatNoriwasgoingtosay.



Uponhearingthat,NoriandRaycouldonlysilentlyagreeastheydidasheinstructed.

Oncetheywereoutofsight,Geraldinstantlybeganrunningintheotherdirection.Hewasgoingtolure

theunion’smenawayfromhisfriendsifitwasthelastthinghedid…

Justashehadhoped,Tigerandhismenwereabletospothimasheboltedoffinthedistance…

“Thereheis!Capturethatbratandfinishhimoffforgood!”orderedthefuriousTigerashegrittedhis

teeth.

SinceTigerandhisdozenmenwereratherfast,theyquicklymanagedtogainonhim.Tomakematters

worse,GeraldsoonfoundhimselfsandwichedbetweentheHulkeroicUnionandacliffthathada

bottomthatcouldn’tevenbeseen…

“Giveitup,kid!There’snowhereelsetorun!”scoffedTigerbeforesnorting.

Geraldhonestlyhadn’texpectedTigertobeabletocatchuptohimsoquickly.

Frowningslightly,GeraldthenglaredatTigerbeforerevealingaslysmileashetaunted,“Giveup?What,

youthinkyoucanactuallykillme?”

Uponhearingthat,Tigerwasslightlysurprised.Afterall,therewasnowayGeraldwasgoingtobeable

toescapehiscurrentsituation.

“Bigtalkcomingfromsomeonewho’strappedbetweenbeingbeatentodeathandfallingtoyourdoom!

You’refreetotrymakingaleapoffaith,butonlydeathintheabyssawaitsyou!”snarledTiger.

“Oh?Wellallowmetotrythen!”retortedGeraldasheleapeddownthecliff!



Staringwide-eyed,thestupefiedTigerwasmomentarilyshockedsilentthatGeraldwouldactually

choosetoendhisownliferatherthanfallintohishands.

Eventually,hisfrownreturnedandhesimplysnortedbeforeleavingwithhismen,notevenbotheringto

lookdowntheabyss.Afterall,therewasnowayGeraldwasgoingtosurvivethatfall.

…OratleastthatwaswhatTigerassumed.

ContrarytowhatTigerhadthought,Geraldwasverymuchstillalive.Alargetreehadbrokenhisfall,

andhewasnowintheembraceofseveralbranches…Evenso,theimpactfromfallinghadbeenabittoo

much,evenforhim.

Withthatinmind,Geraldwasnowunconscious,suspendedaboveafast-flowingriverwiththesupport

ofthetree’sstrongbranches…

Whiletheblacked-outGeraldwasn’tevenawarethathehadsurvivedyet,Ray,Nori,Zelig,andCyrilhad

justmadeittotheforestrightoutsideDragonbloodCity…

Seeingthepartyoffourrunningover,Juno—whohadbeenwaitingthereforthemforquiteawhile

now—quicklytoldhermentosupportZeligandCyrilassherushedoveraswellbeforesaying,“Ray!

Nori!You’refinallyhere!Iwasstartingtogetworriedthatsomethingbadhadhappenedtoyou!

Speakingofwhich…Where’sGerald?”

Uponhearingthat,Raypursedhislipsslightlybeforereplying,“…He…Toldustoruntheoppositeway

sothathecouldbaittherestoftheHulkeroicUnionawayfromus…!”

“…What?Howdangerous!”repliedJuno,shockedthatGeraldhaddonesuchathing.



Knowingthathewouldn’tbeamatchagainstsomanyoftheHulkeroicUnion’smembersatatime,Juno

waswellawarethathislifewasnowingravedanger.

“Don’tworry,MissZorn.YoucanjustwaithereforusasNoriandIgobacktolookforGerald!”replied

Ray.

“Youcan’t!It’stoodangerous!DorememberthattheHulkeroicUnionisactivelysearchingforusnow!

Withthatinmind,you’llsurelygetcaughtinnotimeifyougobacktolookforhim!”repliedJunoalmost

instantaneously.

“Withallduerespect,MissZorn,ifhe’sdead,thenwewon’thavethewilltocontinuelivinganyway!”

saidRaywithafirmtone.

BeforeJunocouldevenreply,RayandNorihadalreadyboltedback,retracingtheirsteps…

Seeingthat,Junocouldonlysighhelplessly.Evenso,shecouldn’tdenythatshewasfeelingslightly

touched.Geraldtrulyhadgoodandloyalfriends…

Regardless,aftersearchingforGeraldforawhile,RayandNorieventuallyarrivedatthecliffwhere

Geraldleapedofffrom…Andtotheirhorror,theycaughtaglimpseofGerald’sjadependantlyingona

stonenearby…!

Feelingherheartskipabeat,Noriremainedsilentforamomentbeforeeventuallyfeelingtearsrun

downhercheeks…

“…No…It…Itcan’tbe…!”mumbledNoritoherselfasshequicklypickedthejadependantupbefore

staringindisbeliefattheabyssbeneaththem…

However,sincethejadependantwassoclosetothecliff,thenGerald…



Pattingherontheshoulder,Raythensaid,“Calmyourself,Nori.Geraldwillbefine.Believeinhim…”

Itwasdifficult,butbothofthemmanagedtomomentarilyconvincethemselvesthatGeraldwasstill

alive.Withthat,theywaitedpatientlyforhimbythecliff…

However,asthehourspassedby,itgrewincreasinglydifficulttobear.Eventually,theduoshooktheir

headsbeforefinallyleavingthecliffside,feelingutterlydejected…

WhenJunosawhowdepressedtheylookedwhentheduofinallygotbacktotheforest,sheknewthat

somethingterriblemusthavehappenedtoGerald.Herworrieswerefurtherconfirmedwhenshe

noticedthathisjadependantwasinRay’shand.

“…MissZorn…Gerald…he…he’smostprobablyfallendownacliff…!Wesaythatsincewewereonly

abletofindhispendantnearacliffside…”mutteredRayinagloomyvoiceasheshowedherthe

pendant.

Uponhearingthat,Juno’sheartsank.Reachingouttotakethependantfromhishand,shepausedfora

momentbeforesaying,“…Let’sreturntomyhomefirst.Wecan’tjustgiveuplikethis!Afterall,just

becausewehaven’tfoundhimyet,itdoesn’tautomaticallymeanthathe’sdead!”

“…You’reright,MissZorn!Webelievethathewon’tdiethateasilyeither!He’sdefinitelystillalive!

Cheerup,Nori!Remember,wehavetobelieveinhim!”declaredRayasheattemptedtocheerNoriup

aswell.

Hearingthat,Norislowlyraisedherheadandnoddedfirmly.

SeeingthatNoriwasfeelingalittlebetternow,Junotookthechancetoorder,“That’sthespirit!

Regardless,wereallyshouldleavethisplacewhilewecan.Wearen’texactlyinasafelocation,sowe’d

bestreturntobasebeforetheHulkeroicUnioncatchesus!”



Followingthat,Junothenquicklyledtheothersbacktoherhome…

Sometimelater,anunconsciousGeraldcouldbeseenlyingbesideablack-robedandmysterious-looking

oldman…Protectedfromtheelementsbystonewallsallaroundthem,theirfaceswereilluminatedbya

firethattheoldmanhadstarted.

Notlongafter,Geraldslowlyopenedhiseyes…

Uponrealizingthathewasstillalive,hebreathedasighofrelief.However,hequicklyrealizedthathe

wasn’talone.

Frowningslightlyashelookedatthepersonsittingbythefire,hewonderedwhotheoldmanwas.Was

hetheonewhohadsavedhim…?

“…Who…areyou…?Didyousaveme…?”

“Also…wherearewe…?”askedGeraldwhenherealizedthattheywereinsidesomekindofcave.

Thoughtheoldmanappearedraggedandsloppy,heknewforafactthathewasn’tanordinaryperson.

Afterabriefsilence,theoldmanrepliedinaraspyvoice,“…I’mjustsomeonewholivesinseclusionon

thismountain.”

Uponhearingthat,Geraldwasslightlysurprised.Tothinkthatsomeonewouldactuallyliveinsucha

place!

“…MayIknowyourname…?”



“YoucanjustcallmeOldHughes…”repliedtheman.

Shortlyafter,OldHughesledGeraldoutofthecavetheywerein…

Lookingatthesky,Geraldwasgreetedbythesoothingsightofacrescentmoon…

Despitehowcalmthenightwasmakinghimfeel,uponrealizingthattheywereabouttoenteradense

forest,Geraldwaspromptedtoask,“…Mindtellingmewherewe’regoing,OldHughes…?”

Afterall,withhowdensethefoliagewas,theywouldsurelybeengulfedbydarknessinthere,andbeing

inanunlitforestatnightwasaveryunwisethingtodo.

Themorehetriedtofiguretheoldmanout,themoremysteriousOldHughesfelttoGerald.

Regardless,OldHughessimplyignoredGerald’squestionandcontinuedwalkingon…

Abouttenminuteslater,theyarrivedatwhatseemedtobeaminiaturewaterfall…

Despitebeingrathersmall,thequietnessofthenightmadethesoundofsplashingwaterextremely

clear.

“…Whatisthisplace…?”askedGeraldashecuriouslylookedaround.

IgnoringGerald’squestiononcemore,OldHughessimplystaredindifferentlyatGeraldbeforesaying,

“Followme!”



Withthatsaid,theoldmanthenwalkedrightintothewaterfallanddisappearedbehindit!

Momentarilystunned,Geraldquicklyshookhisshockoffandcautiouslystuckhishandintothe

waterfall…beforefeelingthewateryankhimrightin!Thenextthingheknew,thewaterfallwasalready

behindhim!

Nowthatheknewthattherewasahiddenareabehindthewaterfall,Geraldwaspromptlyreminded

abouttheclasstale,‘JourneytotheWest’.Afterall,therewasasimilarareainthetaleknownasthe

WaterCurtainCaveoftheGreatSage,Heaven’sEqual.

Snappingoutofit,Geraldquicklybeganlookingaroundbeforeasking,“…Again,whatevenisthisplace,

OldHughes…?”

Theywerenowinamassivespacesurroundedbystonewallsthatglitteredlikestars…Itwashonestly

oneofthemostbeautifulsightsGeraldhadeverwitnessed,andhetrulyhadn’texpectedallthistobe

hiddenhere,ofallplaces…

Inresponse,however,OldHughes—whowasstandingnottoofaraway—simplygesturedforGeraldto

comeoverashesaid,“Getoverhere!There’ssomethingIwanttoshowyou!”

Raisingaslightbrow,Geraldthenhurriedovertotheoldman’sside…

NowstandingbesideOldHughes,Geraldcouldonlystareinamazementasherealizedthattherewasa

toweringandsomewhattranslucentstonepillarbeforehim…Strangerstillwasthefactthatthere

seemedtobesomethingwithinthepillar…

“Whatonearthisthis…?”askedGeraldcuriously.

“…Firstoff,thisplaceiscalledFishgutCave,andsealedwithinthisstonepillar,isanancientlongsword

knownastheFishgutSword,”explainedOldHughesashelookedatGerald.



“…The…FishgutSword?”askedGerald,puzzledtohearsuchanoddnameforalongsword.

Followingthat,OldHughesretrievedarolled-upparchmentfromunderhiscoat.Unrollingitbefore

Gerald,thefirstimagetheyouthsawwasofahandsome,strongmanaswellasanelderly-lookingone

standingtogetherinaplacethatlookedstrikinglysimilartowheretheycurrentlywere…Needlesstosay,

itwasdepictingbothoftheminFishgutCave!

“…That’s…us?”askedGerald,fullyconfusednow.

Slowlyrevealingawrysmile,Hughesthenreplied“Bingo.Itshowsbothofusstandingatthisexact

spot…Youknow,whenIfirstfoundthisparchmenthereandsawitscontents,IknewIwasdestinedto

leadsomeonehere…Andhereyouare,atlonglast!”

Naturally,Geraldwassurprisedbyallthis.However,givenhowseriousOldHugheswaslookingathim,

Geraldcouldtellthatallthiswasn’tamerebluff.Howsurrealthattheparchmentwouldshowsuchan

accuraterepresentationoftheircurrentsituation!

“…Whatexactlyisallthisabout,OldHughes?”askedthepuzzledGerald,notwantingtobeleftinthe

darkanymore.

Howdidthedrawingcometobe?Whatwasthisplace?Andwhywasthelongswordbeforehimso

important?

“Simplyput,you’rethefatedone,Gerald!Sincethedrawingdepictsmebringingyoutothisplace,I’m

surethatyou’retheonewho’sdestinedtodrawtheswordoutfromthestonepillar!”explainedOld

Hughes.

“…Me?Areyousure…?Can’titbesomeoneelse…?”repliedGerald,stillslightlyindisbeliefbyOld

Hughes’sclaim.



“Myboy,I’vebeenwaitinghereforyoueversinceIobtainedthisdrawing.Ifyouaren’ttheone,then

explainourmeetingheretoday.Weweresimplydestinedtocrosspaths!”saidOldHughesinresponse.

“…Isee.Well…what’ssospecialabouttheFishgutSword?”askedGerald,finallygivinginashecuriously

lookedattheswordwithinthestonepillar…

Uponhearingthatquestion,OldHughesthenlookedseriouslyattheyouthbeforereplying,“TheFishgut

Swordisanancientlongsword,saidtograntitswielderwaterbendingskills.Sinceyou’retheperson

depictedinthemap,I’msureyou’retheonlyonequalifiedtowielditinthefirstplace!”

Lookingattheoldman’sseriousgaze,Geraldcouldsensethathewasn’tlying.Cometothinkofit,Old

Hughesdidn’treallyhaveareasontolieaboutsuchthingsinthefirstplace.

“…Alrightthen…Well,sinceI’mdestinedtopulltheswordout,howshouldIgoaboutit?”askedGerald.

Hearingthat,theoldmanthenheldontoGerald’sarmbeforepullinghimtowardastone…

Onit,Geraldsawthatapalmprinthadbeencarvedrightintoit…

“Placeyourhandontoit!”orderedOldHughes.

Slightlysurprisedbythesuddenshout,Geraldsimplydidashewastoldbeforelookingbackattheold

manandasking,“…Likethis?”

“Hush!”repliedOldHughes,promptingGeraldtoziphismouth.

Nowthatbothofthemweresilent,theywereabletohearthegurglingofwaterflowingintothecave…



Momentslater,bothofthemwatchedasstreamsofwaterbeganflowingupthestoneGerald’shand

wason,allofthemreachingoutforthepalm-shapedindentonit…

Itdidn’ttakelongbeforethestreamsofwaterwrappedthemselvesaroundGerald’shand.Withthe

wateritselfbeingtranslucent,Geraldwasonlyabletomakeoutthevagueoutlineofhishandbythis

point…

Withoutwarning,theduowasthengreetedbyanexplosivesoundfrombehindthem!

Followingthat,bothofthemwerejustintimetowitnesstheFishgutSwordflyingoutfromthepillar!It

wasalsothenwhenGeraldrealizedthatthestreamsofwaterhadalreadyretracted…

Regardless,histrainofthoughtwascutshortwhenheheardOldHughescallingout,“Getthesword,

Gerald!”

Uponhearingthat,Geraldturnedtolookattheoldmanbeforeheadingovertoretrievethesword…

Thesecondhegrabbedontoit,asurgeofpowerrushedfromtheswordandintohisbody.Asthe

immensepowerspreadfromhispalmbeforespreadingthroughouthisbody,Geraldcouldfeelaslightly

familiaruneaseinhiselixir-of-lifefield…

Withsomuchpoweroverflowingwithinhiselixir-of-lifefield,Geraldknewthathewasabouttoundergo

anotherbreakthrough!

“I…Icanfeelanotherbreakthroughcoming!”exclaimedthesurprisedanddelightedGerald.Itappeared

thattheFishgutSwordwasjustaspowerfulastheAstrabyssSword.Afterall,wieldingtheswordsalone

hadallowedhimtomakebreakthroughs!



Alreadyusedtosimilarsituations,GeraldthenquicklysatdownbeforeretrievingaHeaven’sapplefrom

hisstorageringandeatingit.

Shortlyafter—whentheHeaven’sappletookeffect—GeraldsuccessfullyenteredtheSecondrankofthe

AvatarRealm!

“Howareyoufeelingnow,Gerald?”askedOldHughesinaslightlyconcernedtone.

Smilingsubtly,Geraldthenchuckledbeforereplying,“I’mfeelinggreat!Theswordwassopowerfulthat

Iwasinstantlyabletobreakthroughanotherrankinmystrength!”

Whilehewaspleasedbyallthis,hewasalsoslightlysurprisedthathewouldbeabletomakea

breakthroughlikethis.Withthatsaid,heknewhehadtoproperlythankOldHughesafterthis.Afterall,

haditnotbeenfortheoldmanleadinghimhere,Geraldwouldn’thavebeenabletoacquiretheFishgut

Sword,norwouldhehavemanagedtoincreasehisstrengthbythismuchinsuchashortamountoftime.

Withallthatinmind,Geraldthenbowedbeforetheoldmanbeforesaying,“Thankyouforbringingme

here,OldHughes!WhileI’mgratefultohaveacquiredtheFishgutSword,I’mstillrathercuriousabout

itsname…”

LaughingwhenheheardGerald’squestion,OldHughesthenexplained,“Well,inactuality,itstruename

istheSwordofCourage!It’soneofthetenancientholyswords,youknow?Thatpoweryouinherited

earlier…It’sthepowerofcouragethattheswordbestoweduponyou!Youshouldknowthatonlyvery

bravepeoplegetacknowledgedbythesword,andthosewhodoaregrantedimmensepower!”

Whilethatdidn’texplainwhytheswordwasnamedthatway,Geraldatleastunderstoodwhyhehad

beenabletomakeabreakthroughjustbyholdingthesword.Afterall,hadhenotbeenacourageous

person,hewouldn’thavedaredtotakeonthetaskofsavingtheworld…

Sothat’swhytheFishgutSwordacknowledgedhim…



“Speakingofwhich…Doyouknowthenamesofthenineotherancientholyswords?Doyouknow

wheretheyare?I’dliketoobtainthem!”saidGerald,clearlyinterestedintheswords.Afterall,nowthat

healreadyhadoneofthem,therewasnoreasonforhimnottogettheothernine.

“Hmm?Well,ifyou’reinterested,thefirstswordgoesbyXyan,theSwordofDivinity.Asforthesecond

andthirdones,they’reXyan,theSwordofBenevolence,andXenith,theSwordofSovereignty…

Empyreanwasthefourthsword,Ibelieve,andit’stheSwordofMight.TheSwordofNobility,onthe

otherhand,isTitan,whichisalsothefifthsword.”

“Asforswordssixandseven,bothofthemaretheSwordsofLove,GwaineandMorgen.Theeighth

swordistheoneyou’recurrentlywielding,Fishgut,theSwordofCourage.IfIremembercorrectly,the

ninthoneiscalledJochem,theSwordofSolitary,andasforthefinalsword,itgoesbythenameof

Charmella,theSwordofElegance!”

“Eachoftheswordsbearuniquepowers,andanyonewhomanagestocollectalltenofthemwillhave

powersbeyondhumancomprehension!Withthatsaid,thewielderofthoseswordswillsurelybecome

thestrongestpersonintheworld!”explainedOldHugheswithaserioustone.

Afterhearingthatinformationdump,Geraldfoundhimselfslightlyoverwhelmedbutalsoveryexcited.

Afterall,ifhemanagedtocollectalltenoftheancientholyswords,hewouldsurelyobtainenough

powertoevenhisbattlewiththedemonicgod!

“…Isee!Then,aboutthelocationofthenineotherswords…”

Shakinghishead,OldHughesthensaid,“I’mafraidIonlyknowwheretwooftheswordsare,Gerald,

andoneofthemisalreadyinyourhands!WhileIdoknowwheretheTitanSword—theSwordof

Might—is,you’reonyourownwhenitcomestofindingtheeightotherswords!”

Delightedtoknowthathewaspossiblygoingtoobtainanotherswordsoquickly,Geraldthenexclaimed,

“YouknowwheretheTitanSwordis?Couldyouleadmetoit?”



“There’snorushtoobtainthat!Afterall,youjustgottheFishgutSword!Regardless,don’tworrytoo

muchabouttheotherswords!SincetheFishgutSwordalreadyacknowledgedyou,Itrulybelievethat

you’rethefatedone!Withthatinmind,you’llsurelyobtaintheotherswordsoneday!”repliedOld

Hugheswithasmile.

“…Isupposeyou’reright!Still,Itrulyappreciateyoubringingmeovertoday!Withoutyourhelp,I’d

surelybeunabletoobtainthissword!Worrynot,I’llsurelyrepayyourkindnessoneday!”declared

Geraldinagratefultone.

Laughingagain,OldHughesthenwavedhishandrathernonchalantlybeforesaying,“That’snot

necessary!Afterall,you’refatedtoobtainthesword!Mypurposeissimplytobeyourguidetoit!

Regardless,Ihopeyouusetheswordwisely!”

Truthbetold,hadGeraldnotbeenthefatedmasterofthesword,hewould’vesurelytakenthesword

forhimselfinsteadofwaitingfortheyouthtocome.Sadly,somethingsweresimplypredestined,and

OldHughes,ofallpeople,understoodthat.

Eitherway,theduosoonwentthroughthesmallwaterfallagaintoleavethearea.Bythetimetheygot

outside,however,Geraldwassurprisedtoseethatthesunwasalreadyabouttorise.

Theyhadn’tbeeninthereforthatlong,handthey?Timesurehadflown…

Allofasudden,bothofthemheardrustlingsoundsswiftlycomingtowardthemfromtheforest!

Withbothofthemnowvigilantoftheirsurroundings,GeraldheldtheFishgutSwordtightlyinhand,

fullypreparedtofight…

Thatis,untilhesuddenlyheardafamiliarvoicecallout,“…Is…Isthatyou,Gerald…?”

Thevoice…ItdefinitelybelongedtoJuno!“…MissZorn?Isthatyou?”askedGeraldashefacedthetrees.



“…Gerald?So,itreallyisyou!”exclaimedJunoinexcitementasshequicklywalkedoutfromthetrees

togetherwithherservants.

“Whatbringsyouhere,MissZorn?”askedthesurprisedGeraldashelookedather.

“Whatdoyoumeanwhatbringsushere?You’vebeengonefortwodays!Still,Iknewyouwerestill

alive!I’mjustgladIfinallymanagedtolocateyou!Regardless,whatareyoudoingallthewayout

here?”

UponhearingJuno’squestion,GeraldmomentarilyturnedtolookatOldHughesbeforeawkwardly

replying,“…Aboutthat…Let’sjusttalkaboutitoncewegetback.Speakingofwhich,howaretherest

doing?”

“Don’tworry,allofthemaredoingfine.They’recurrentlyrestingupintheZornfamily’sresidence!”

repliedJunowithasmileasGeraldheavedasighofrelief.

“Nowthen…Whoisheagain…?”askedJunoassheraisedaslightbrowwhilelookingatOldHughes.

Lookingattheoldmanforawhile,GeraldthenturnedbacktofaceJunoashereplied,“ThisisOld

Hughes,andhe’stheonewhosavedme!”

“…Oh?Isee!Well,thenit’sapleasuretomeetyou,OldHughes!MynameisJunoZorn,andI’mthe

eldestyoungladyoftheZornfamily!ThankyouverymuchforsavingGerald!”saidJunowitha

gratuitoustone.

Smilinginresponse,OldHughesthensaid,“There’snoneedtothankme!Anyonewould’vedonethe

same!Afterall,asthesayinggoes,‘Savingalifebringsmoremeritthanbuildingaseven-flooredpagoda’!

Also,thepleasureismine,eldestyoungladyoftheZornfamily!”



WhilehenaturallyknewabouttheZorns,thiswasOldHughesfirsttimeactuallymeetingsomeonefrom

thatfamily.

“Well,nowthatyou’resafe,let’sgobacktomyplace,Gerald!”saidJuno.Afterall,itstillwasn’tallthat

safestayingouthereforlongperiodsoftime.

Hearingthat,Geraldthenturnedtofacetheoldmanbeforeasking,“Agreed!Speakingofwhich,why

don’tyoucomealongwithus,OldHughes?Regardlessofwhatyousay,I’dstillliketoproperlythank

youforallthatyou’vedone!”

“Gerald’sright!Withthatinmind,pleasecomealongwithus,OldHughes!”secondedJuno.

Inresponse,however,OldHughessimplysmiledasheshookhisheadbeforesaying,“Whatthatsounds

lovely,I’llhavetorefuse…”

Seeingthattheoldmanwasreallyunwillingtocomealong,Geraldcouldonlyhelplesslysay,“…Well,

alrightthen…Sincethat’sthecase,I’llthankyouonefinaltimethen!Worrynot,I’llsurelyfindachance

torepayyourkindness!”

Chucklinginresponse,OldHughessimplyreplied,“Alright,alright,offyougo!Becarefuloutthere,and

remember!Useitwisely!”

Uponhearingthat,Geraldnoddedfirmly.Eveniftheoldmanhadn’tremindedhim,Geraldwould’ve

usedtheswordproperlyanyway.

Followingthat,Gerald,Juno,andhermenthenslowlydisappearedintotheforest…

However,notlongafterthatgroupleft,ashadowyfigureleapedoutfromtheforest,followedbya

dozenmoremeninblackgarb…



StoppingrightinfrontofOldHughes,theshadowyfigurethenrevealedasinisterexpressionasheasked,

“Howdiditgo,MasterHughes?”

Staringbackattheshadowyperson,OldHughessimplyreplied,“TheswordisnowinGerald’shands.

Withthatsaid,it’snowyourturntodoyourjob!”“Heh!Butofcourse!Still,youreallydohaveimmense

foresight,MasterHughes…Everythinghappenedjustasyou’vepredicted!”

“Hah!ItwasTigerwhofirstbetrayedme,soheonlyhashimselftoblameformebeingunkind!I’ll

definitelytakeovertheHulkeroicUnionbytheendofallthis!”sneeredOldHughesashesmiledsmugly,

hiseyesfilledwithdetermination.

“Indeed!Speakingofwhich,whataboutGeraldandtheothers?Doyouneedmetofinishthemoff?”

askedtheshadowyfigure.

Raisinghispalm,OldHughesthensaid,“Leavethembefornow.Afterall,Geraldandhispartyarestill

usefultous.Besides,sincetheFishgutSwordisnowinhishands,weshouldatleastwaitforhimtokill

Tigerforusfirstbeforeanythingelse.”

“Asyouwish,MasterHughes!”repliedtheshadowyfigurewitharespectfulnod…

Naturally,GeraldhadnoideathattheshadowyfigureandOldHugheswereincahoots…

Regardless,bothGeraldandJunosoonarrivedattheZornfamily’sresidence.Bythatpoint,thesunwas

alreadyhighinthesky…

UponsteppingintoNori’shome,Geraldinstantlycalledoutforhisfriends.

Thoughallfourofthemhadbeensleepinginthesameroom—insittingpositions—atthatmoment,



uponhearingGerald’svoice,thegroupinstantlyjoltedawakeanddashedtowardhisvoice.

Thesecondtheysawhim,NoriandRayweresoecstaticthattheyimmediatelyranovertohim.Before

Geraldcouldevenreact,thetwowerealreadyhuggingontohimtightly!

“You…Youreallyscaredmehalftodeath,Gerald…!IthoughtIwasn’tgoingtobeabletoseeyou

again…!”criedoutNoriasshepattedGerald’sbackinherexcitementandjoy.

“Indeed!Wewereworriedtodeathaboutyou,brotherGerald!I…I’mjustgladthatyou’reokay…!”

addedRay,hisentirebodytremblingfromhowrelievedhewas.

Laughingashepattedboththeirshoulderstocomfortthem,Geraldthenreplied,“There,there…I’m

finenow!Still,I’llsurelybeshoweredwithblessingsnowthatI’vemanagedtogetthroughthis

disaster!”

Atthatmoment,Zelig—whohadbeenstandingtogetherwithCyrilfromafarforawhilenow—couldn’t

helpbutsmileashecalledout,“BrotherGerald…!”

Uponhearingthat,GeraldgotNoriandRayoffhimbeforewalkingovertoZelig…

OnlytoseeNorirushingforwardandstandingrightbeforehim,staringintentlystraightintohiseyes…

Momentarilyfrozeninplace,unsureofwhatNoriwasevenplanningtodo,theconfusedGeraldthen

asked,“…Is…somethingthematter?”

Insteadofreturningaverbalreply,Norisimplyheldthebackofhisneckbeforepullinghimclosetoher

face…andkissinghimrightonhislips!

Naturally,Geraldwasleftutterlyflabbergasted.TothinkthatNoriwouldbethisproactive!



Eventheotherswereshocked,buttheysoonfoundthemselvesgigglinglikeschoolchildren.

Whateverthecasewas,nowthatGeraldwasfinallyback,Junocouldfinallybreatheeasy.Everything

wasgoingtobefineaslongasGeraldwassafe…

“…Humph!So,youstillknowhowtoreturn,huh?AndhereIthoughtyouhaddiedsomewherealone!”

grumbledNoriassheglaredatGerald.

Scratchingthebackofhisheadslightlyawkwardly,Geraldsimplysmiledbackatherbeforereplying,

“…Well…IguessI’mjustaluckyguy!”Meanwhile,OldHughescouldbeseenleadingtheshadowyfigure

andafewmenacrossamountainrangethatwassurroundedbyflames.Withlavaandfireeverywhere,

itmadethemountainnotonlyfeelhot,butalsoratherintimidating…

ThegroupwasheretohelptheshadowyfigureobtaintheSwordofMight,which—justliketheFishgut

Swordwhichwasalsoborninthesamegeneration—wasanancientweapon.Whilesuchswordshad

restrictionsastowhowasabletowieldthem,ifthesworddeemedtheuserworthy,thenthewielder

wouldbegrantedthesword’spowers,andeachswordnaturallyhaddifferentpowers.

Regardless,nowthattheFishgutSwordwasinGerald’shands,itwastheshadowyfigure’sturntoobtain

hisownsword.UponobtainingtheSwordofMight,hewouldundoubtedlybestrongandconfident

enoughtoovertakeDragonbloodCity…

Soonenough,theyarrivedatacave…anduponentering,everyonewasabletoseevein-likestreamsof

lavacreepingalloverthecave’swalls.

Afterwalkingforabit,OldHughesturnedtofacetheshadowyfigurebeforelookingatastonepillar

whilesaying,“Thecavewe’reiniscalledtheTitanCave,andtheSwordofMightiswithinthestone

pillarinfrontofus!”

Franklyspeaking,thelayoutofthiscavewasn’tallthatdifferentcomparedtoFishgutCave,theonly



major—andobvious—differencebeingallthelavastreamsaswellastheimmenseheat.

“Isee!Sothat’stheancientSwordofMightthatpossessesthepoweroffire!”declaredtheshadowy

figure.

“Indeeditis…Seethatstoneoverthere?Theonewiththepalmprintcarvedintoit?Placeyourhandon

itandit’lltransferthepoweroffireintoyourbody!Followingthat,you’llbeabletounlockthestone

pillartoobtainthesword!”explainedOldHughes.

Uponhearingthat,theshadowyfiguredidashewastold…andthesecondhispalmfittedintothe

carving,thestoneinstantlyreactedbysummoningred-hotflamesthatquicklyengulfedtheshadowy

figure’shand!

Clenchinghisteeth,theshadowyfigureresistedtheurgetoshoutashishandburnedwithintheflames.

“Endureit.Thisistheonlywayyou’llbeabletoobtainthesword,”saidOldHugheswhenhesawhow

paletheshadowyfigure’sfacewasgetting.

Understandingthatifheretractedhishandnow,allhispreviouspainwould’vebeenfornothing,the

shadowyfiguresimplycontinuedtoleratingthepainasbestashecould…

Withblueveinsalreadybulginghorriblyonhisarm,theshadowyfigurecouldn’thelpbutscreamin

agonywhenhisentirebodysuddenlyignited!

Barelyasecondlater,anexplosivesoundthatresoundedthroughoutthecavecouldbeheardcoming

frombehindthem.

Lookingback,itappearedthatthestonepillarhadcrackedopenduetotheimmenseflames…



WiththeSwordofMightnowfreefromitsconfines,everyonewasabletoseehowbeautifultheblade

was.Withthehandledecoratedwithfieryredlinesandthebladecarvedwithdraconicpatterns,the

SwordofMighttrulylookedmajestic…

Bythispoint,theshadowyfigurehimselfhadalreadyrecoveredfromhispain.Quicklywalkingoverto

thestonepillar,heinstantlygrabbedthesword’shandlebeforeforcefullyyankingitout!

Thesecondtheswordwaspulledout,dragon-likeflamesinstantlysurgedoutfromthesword’sblade…

Asinistersmileonhisface,theshadowyfigurethenliftedtheswordhighashelaughedarrogantly

beforedeclaring,“TheSwordofMight…It’sfinallymine!Theworldisgoingtobeminesoon!”

Totheshadowyfigure,owningtheTitanSwordessentiallymeantthathehadjustobtained

immeasurablepower.

DuetotheSwordofMight’sabilitytocompletelymeltanyoneitkilled,notonlywouldtheshadowy

figurenowbeabletokillintheblinkofaneye,butnobonesorbloodofhisvictimswouldevenremain!

Ittrulywasaterrifyingitem…

Seeingthattheshadowyfigurehadsuccessfullywieldedthesword,OldHughesthenwalkeduptohim

beforesaying,“Nowthatyou’veobtainedtheSwordofMight,youmustremembertokeepyour

promiseoflettingmebeinchargeofDragonbloodcityafteryou’veconqueredit.”

Naturally,OldHugheshadn’tledtheshadowyfigureherewiththegoodnessinhisheart.Thetruthwas,

hehadonlydonesojustsothathecouldendupbecomingthesupremeleaderofDragonbloodcity

oncetheshadowyfigureobtainedthesword’spower.

AsforwhyhehadallowedGeraldtoobtaintheFishgutSwordfirst,itwasessentiallysothattheTitan

Swordcouldberetrievedinthefirstplace.Puttingitbluntly,theFishgutSwordactedasasortofseal

thatpreventedtheTitanSwordfrombeingobtained.ThismeantthattheTitanSwordcouldonlybe

takenoncetheFishgutSwordwasretrieved.Inlayman’sterms,itwasbasicallylikehowwaterandfire



contradictedeachother.

Regardless,afterhearingwhatOldHugheshadtosay,theshadowyfigurerevealedaslysmilebefore

staringwickedlyattheoldmanashesaid,“Youknow,Istilldon’tknowforsurehowpowerfulthis

swordis,MasterHughes.HowcanIbesurethatI’llbeabletoconquerDragonbloodCitywithouttesting

itfirst…?”

“Youdon’thavetoworryaboutthat!NowthattheFishgutSwordisnolongersealingtheTitanSword’s

power,itsstrengthhasbeengreatlyenhanced!Asimpleswingoftheswordissufficientindealing

massivedamagetoyoursurroundings!Asforwhathappenswhenyouslashsomeonewithit,I’msure

youalreadyknowthatthepersonwillinstantlymelt!”repliedOldHugheswithasmile,notrealizingthat

hisfinalmomentswerenear.

“Howpowerful!Thoughagain,IbelievethatIreallyshouldtestitonsomeonetoseetheeffectsfor

myself…”sneeredthesmirkingshadowyfigureashelookedatOldHugheswithanevilglintinhiseyes.

Nowfeelingratheruneasyfromtheshadowyfigure’sexpression,OldHughescouldn’thelpbutstutter,

“…You…W-whatareyouplanningtodo?”

“Oh,nothingmuch…I’mjustusingyouasmytestsubject!”yelledtheshadowyfigureasheinstantly

stabbedOldHughesheadwithamalicioussmileonhisface!

Withhisheadinstantlycatchingfire,OldHughescouldonlyscreaminagonyasthefirespreadtothe

restofhisbody!

Watchingasfiery-redlinesbegancoursingthroughouttheoldman’sdyingbody,theshadowyfigure

wasnowabletoconfirmthetruepoweroftheSwordofMight.Astheoldmanhadsaid,asingleslash

reallywassufficienttocompletelymeltaperson!

OldHugheshimselfhadn’texpectedsuchaterriblefatetobefallhimself,buttherewaslittlethathe

coulddonow…



Soonenough,allthatremainedoftheoldmanwasaslowlydiminishingflame…

“AsifI’dstillhaveauseforyouafterobtainingtheTitanSword…PlanningontakingoverDragonblood

Cityonmywatch?Dreamon!”scoffedtheshadowyfigureasheglaredatthedyingflame.

OldHugheswasmerelyapawntohim.Apawntohelphimobtainthesword…

Nowthatthepawnhadfulfilleditspurpose,itnolongerhadanyusetohim…Thatnight,chaosensued

withinDragonbloodCity.

TheHulkeroicUnionwascompletelywipedout,andTigerhimself—theleaderoftheunion—metagrisly

endwithallhislimbsbutcheredrightoffhisbody…

Naturally,newsofthatstruckfearinnotonlythepeopleofthecity,butalsoallthemajorclansthere…

Regardless,whenmorningcame,GeraldandtheotherswererestingintheZornfamily’shomewhenall

ofasudden,theywerealertedbythepresenceofseveralpeopleswiftlyapproachingthem.

Thesecondtheygottheirweaponsready,theywerejustintimetowitnessashadowyfigure

descendingfromthesky,followedshortlyafterbyseveralmoremendressedfullyinblack.

“…They’restrongandhavemaliciousintent,Gerald.Please,becareful…!”whisperedJuno.

Geraldhimselfwaswellawareofthis,thoughhesimplynoddedinresponse.Fromwhathecouldsee,

theshadowyfigure—whowasreleasinganimmensemurderousintent—hadatleastenteredtheThird

RankoftheAvatarRealm…



Afterashortpause,Geraldclearedhisthroatbeforeasking,“…Whoareyou?Andwhyareyouhere?”

Truthbetold,Geraldfeltthathehadnevercomeacrossthispersonbefore.Withthatinmind,hewas

wonderingwhytheshadowyfigurewasheretocausetroubleforhimandhisfriends.

“Look,justhandtheFishgutSwordoverandI’llspareyourlife!”sneeredtheshadowyfigurewithout

beatingaroundthebush.

Uponhearingthat,Gerald’sexpressiondarkenedalmostinstantaneously.Tothinkthattheshadowy

figurenotonlyknewabouttheFishgutsword,buthealsoknewthatitwasinGerald’spossession!

“Whatkindofswordevenisthat?Idon’tknowwhatyou’retalkingabout!”bluffedGerald.

“Cutthecr*pandstopplayingdumb!I’mwellawarethatOldHughesledyoutothatsword!Nowhand

itoveroryou’llsoonbemeetinghimintheafterlife!”threatenedtheshadowyfigure.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldinstantlyknewthatsomethingmust’vehappenedtoOldHughes.

“…You…Whathaveyoudonetohim?!”growledGerald,afrownonhisfaceasheglaredattheshadowy

figure.

Laughinghystericallyinresponse,theshadowyfigurethenretorted,“Gerald,Gerald,Gerald…Youtruly

aretooinnocentforyourowngood!Doyoureallyrespectthatoldbuffoon?Hewassimplyusingyou!

Justsoyouknow,heonlyletyougettheFishgutSwordfirstsothatIcouldobtaintheTitanSword!The

SwordofMight!ThedealwasformetowipeouttheHulkeroicUnionandmakehimthesupremeleader

ofDragonbloodCityafterIobtainedthesword!Ofcourse,thingsdidn’tgoasheplanned…ButwhyamI

tellingyouallthis,you’llsoonbemeetinghiminhellanyway!”

Afterhearingallthat,Geraldfoundhimselfmomentarilyflabbergasted.TothinkthatOldHugheswas

actuallysuchaperson…



“…WhatdoyoumeanyouwereonlyabletoobtaintheTitanSwordafterIgottheFishgutSword?How

arethosetwothingsevenrelated?”askedGerald.

“Hah!Yousee,theFishgutSwordwassealingtheTitanSword!Thankstoyoutakingitaway,Iwasable

toobtaintheTitanSword!”explainedtheshadowyfigure.

Sothat’swhy…Itappearedthathetrulyhadbeenused.

Followingthat,theshadowyfigureevenliftedtheTitanSwordforGeraldtosee,theswordconstantly

emittingstrong,crimsonflamesandanoverwhelmingaura…“Regardless,don’tmakemerepeatmyself!

HandovertheFishgutSwordandI’llspareyourlives!Otherwise,you’llallgetatasteoftheTitan

Sword!”threatenedtheshadowyfigure.

Naturally,Geraldwasn’tgoingtohanditoverthateasily.Afterall,theFishgutSwordwasoneoftheten

ancientholyswords.Itwasn’teasyforhimtoobtainit,sohesureashellwasn’tgoingtojustgiveit

awaysosimply.

Truthbetold,Geraldalsofeltthattheshadowyfigurewasn’tstrongenoughtodefeathim.Withthatin

mind,GeraldwonderedifhecouldobtaintheTitanSwordaswellafterdefeatinghim…

Asanideacametohim,Geraldpausedforamomentbeforeyelling,“Allofyou,seekshelterfirst!I’ll

dealwithhim!”

Whateverthecasewas,Junoandtheothersweren’ttheshadowyfigure’smatch.Withthatinmind,

themstayinghereforanylongerwouldonlyresultinthemgettingkilled.

Understandingthattheywouldonlybeaburdentohiminthissituation,Gerald’spartysimply

exchangedglancesbeforenoddingandrushingoff.



OnceGeraldwassurethattheyweregone,hethenturnedtofacetheshadowyfigurebeforedeclaring,

“Iproposethatwehaveadueltothedeath!Justthetwoofus!IfIlose,youcanhavemylifeaswellas

theFishgutSword!However,you’llalsohavetopromisethatyou’llsparemyfriends’lives.Deal?”

Withouteventheslightesthesitation,theshadowyfigurethenreplied,“Deal!AsifI’deverlosewiththe

SwordofMightinmyhands!”

Totheshadowyfigure,Geraldwasn’tevergoingtobehismatch.Afterall,possessingtheTitanSword

wasakintohimholdingallthepowerintheworld,andthatdefinitelyservedtoamplifyhisarrogance…

Evenso,sincebothofthemhadalreadyenteredtheThirdrankoftheAvatarRealm,itwasn’tclearwho

wouldbethevictorofthisbattle…

Eitherway,afterwieldingtheirswordsandgettingintotheirattackstances,bothofthemsimplyglared

ateachother,remainingmotionlessastheyawaitedtheotherpartytostrike…

Withouttheslightestwarning,theshadowyfigurethenletoutamightyroarbeforeswinginghissword

andsendingasurgeofflamesflyingtowardGerald!Withhowfastthesolidifiedflameswereflying

towardGerald,anyregularpersongettinghitbythatattackwouldsurelyendupgettingslicedinhalf!

Ofcourse,Geraldwasn’tafraidatall.Instead,hesimplyswungtheFishgutSword,sendinghisownsurge

ofsparklingwaterflyingtowardtheshadowyfigure’sattack!

Itwasclearthattheshadowyfigurehadforgottenthatwatertriumphedoverfire.Asproofofthat,the

TitanSwordwasonlyabletobeobtainedaftertheFishgutSwordwaspulledout.Withthatinmind,just

likehowwatercouldputfireout,theFishgutSwordcouldeasilycanceloutanyoftheTitanSword’s

attacks.

Withthatinmind,Gerald’ssurgeofwatereasilyputouttheshadowyfigure’sfieryattack!



Naturally,thisstunnedtheshadowyfigure.Hehadn’ttakenthisintoaccount!

Seeingthattheshadowyfigurewasmomentarilyflabbergasted,Geraldquicklytookthechancetofish

outatalisman—fromhisstoragering—beforetossingitintothesky!

Thenextthingtheshadowyfigureknew,thetalismanhadburnedupintheair,summoningseveral

pricklylianavinesthatquicklywrappedthemselvesaroundhim!

Followingthat,GeraldquicklysummonedtheAstrabyssSwordbeforepointingitsbladetowardthesky

andyelling,“BythePoweroftheAstrabyss!”

Immediatelyafter,apurplevortexwithflickeringlightningbeganforminginthesky…andsecondslater,

abeamoflightboltedoutofthevortexandrightintotheAstrabyssSword!

Withthatdone,Geraldthenswunghissworddownhard,sendingasurgeofblindingwhitelightflying

towardtheshadowyfigure!

Theshadowyfigurecouldonlyscreaminagonyasthelightslicedthroughhisbody…!Untilnofurther

screamingfollowed.

Nownothingbutashes,theshadowyfigurewasnomore.Tillhisdyingbreath,hehadn’texpectedtobe

killedoffbyGeraldsoeasily…Withtheshadowyfigurenowdead,hismeninstantlyturnedtofaceeach

otherbeforefleeingthearea!Afterall,nowthattheirbosswasdead,therewasnopointinthem

stayingthereforanylonger.

Realizingthattherewasatokenofsortswithintheshadowyfigure’sashes,Geraldpickedituptosee

whatwaswrittenonit…

Thewords‘GhostSect’hadbeencarvedintricatelyontothetoken,andGeraldcouldonlyraiseaslight

browwhenhesawthat.WhatkindofmysteriousorganizationcouldtheGhostSectbe…?



HistrainofthoughtwascutshortwhenhesuddenlyheardNoricallingout,“Gerald!”

Turningaround,hewatchedashisfriendsquicklyrantowardhim.

StoppingrightbeforeGerald,Norithenaskedinaconcernedtone,“Areyoualright,Gerald?Areyou

hurtanywhere?”

Smilinginresponse,Geraldsimplysaid,“Don’tworry,I’mfine!”

Uponhearingthat,Noriandtheotherswereinstantlyrelieved.Tothem,aslongasGeraldwasfine,all

waswellintheworld…

Nowthatthingshadcalmeddown,GeraldturnedtolookattheTitanSwordthatwashovering

menacinglyintheair…

Walkingovertoit,hethengrabbedontothehilt…andthesecondhedid,hotandpowerfulenergy

surgedrightthroughhispalmandintohiselixir-of-lifefield!

Withhowburning-hothiselixir-of-lifefieldwasnowfeeling,Geraldcouldtellthatallthepainhewas

currentlyexperiencingwasduetothesword’spower!

“G-Gerald?What’swrong?”askedNoriwhenshesawhispainedexpression.

“Stayback!”yelledGeraldashequicklysatattheside.

Hearingthat,Noriandtheothersdidn’tdaregoclosetohim.Theycouldonlystareathimfromafar,

hopingthathewouldturnoutfine…



Regardless,GeraldquicklytookoutaHeaven’sapplebeforedevouringit.Oncethatwasdone,he

instantlybeganmeditating.

Tohisshock,eatingtheholyfruitdidn’tlessenthefierysensationinhisbodyatall.Infact,itonlymade

itmoreintense!

Yellinginagony,Gerald’sforeheadwasnowdrenchedinsweat,showingjusthowmuchpainthe

sword’spowerwasinflictingontohim.

Itwasn’tlongafterbeforeGeraldeventuallycollapsedfromtheexcruciatingpain!

Uponseeingthat,Noriimmediatelyshouted,“Gerald…!”

Assheranovertocheckonhim,Junoherselfquicklyorderedherservantstocarryhimoverintoaroom

torest.

Unbeknownsttotheothers,theTitanandFishgutSwordhadbothmorphedintoasinglebeamoflight

thatthenenteredGerald’sbody…

ItwouldtakeanentiredaybeforeGeraldregainedconsciousnessagain…

Whenthedazedyouthfinallyawoke,thefirstthinghesawwasNorilyingbythesideofhisbed.He

couldn’thelpbutthinkhowlovelyshelooked,evenwhenshewasasleep…

Herearstwitchingashisbedsheetsrustled,NoriwokewithastartbeforelookingatGeraldandjoyously

exclaiming,“G-Gerald!You’refinallyawake…!”



AfterGeraldfaintedthedaybefore,allhisfriendshadbeenscaredhalftodeath,thinkingthat

somethingterriblehadbefallenhim…

Nowthathewasawake,Noricouldfinallybreathealittleeasier…

Noddingslowlyinresponse,Geraldquicklyfoundthathebarelyhadanyenergytoevenmove.

Still,whilehewasnowfeelingextremelyweak,Geraldcouldtellthathehadsurprisinglyalready

breachedintoyetanotherrank!Withthatsaid,hewasnowintheFourthrankoftheAvatarRealm…

Whilethatwasthecase,whywashefeelingsoweakafteradvancing?Ittrulywaspuzzling…

Ashethoughtaboutit,hefiguredthatithadsomethingtodowiththeSwordofMight.Afterall,before

fainting,hevaguelyrememberedthatnotonlyhadthefierypoweroftheTitanSwordsurgedintohis

body,buthisownpowerhadalsobeencontinuouslysappedbysomething.

Whateverthecasewas,theSwordofMighttrulywasapowerfulweapon…Evenmorepowerfulthan

theFishgutSword,infact.

Thoughthatwasthecase,whywastheshadowyfigurenotGerald’smatchwhenhewieldedit?From

whatGeraldcouldtell,itwasbecausehewasn’tthefatedone.Withthatinmind,theshadowyfigure

probablywasn’tabletoinheritandusethesword’spoweratitsfullestpotential.

Withthatinmind,Gerald—beingthefatedone—probablyexperiencedthefullbruntofthesword’s

powerduetotheTitanSwordacknowledginghim,whichledtohimeventuallyfainting…

Afterthinkingaboutitforawhile,Geraldfeltthathisthoughtprocessmadesense,andthatallthatpain

wasnecessarysothathecouldpossessthefullpoweroftheTitanSword…



Nowthathisquestionshadbeenanswered,GeraldretrievedaHeaven’sapplefromhisstoragering

beforeslowlymunchingonit…

Notonlywastheholyfruitabletohelphimundergobreakthroughs,butitwasalsocapableofhealing

injuriesandrestoringhisenergy.Ittrulywasatreasuredspecialmedicine…

Trueenough,afterfinishingthefruit,Geraldpromptlyregainedhisstrength,andtheaurainhisbody

finallystabilized…

Nowthathehadrecovered,GeraldgotoutofbedbeforeleavingtheroomtogetherwithNori…

Astheypassedbythecourtyard,theduosawRayandtheothertwofromhispartychattingthere.

UponrealizingthatGeraldhadregainedconsciousness,thesurprisedRayquicklyranovertohimwhile

shouting,“BrotherGerald!You’reawake!”

Cyrilranoveraswell,andhequicklyaddedinaconcernedtone,“Howareyoufeeling?Areyoualright?

Youscaredushalftodeathyesterday,youknow?”

Smilingasheshookhishead,Geraldthenreplied,“I’mfeelingfinenow!ThepoweroftheTitanSword

wassimplytooimmense,whichwaswhyIendedupfaintingyesterday!”

“Isee!Speakingofwhich,BrotherGerald,Ican’thelpbutnoticethatyourpower’sincreasedagain…

Haveyoubrokenthrough?”askedRayobservantlyashelookedatGerald.

“You’reright!Iwassurprisedtofindoutaboutthattoo,butIguessI’venowenteredtheFourthrankin

theAvatarRealm!”repliedGerald.

Beingabletoriseuptworanksinlessthanaweek…Geraldtrulywasenviable…



“Youreallyareagodforbeingabletobreakthroughsofast,BrotherGerald!Tothinkthatyou’ve

alreadyenteredtheFourthrankoftheAvatarRealm…Yousimplyaretoopowerful!”praisedCyrilwitha

smile.

Afterall,regularpeoplecouldn’tevenbreakthroughasinglerankaftercultivatingfordecadesandeven

centuries!YethereGeraldwas,risingtherankssoeasily!Ifthosewhohadtrainedforsolongknew

aboutthis,they’dsurelybeirritatedtodeath!

Chucklinginresponse,Geraldsimplysaidinahumbletone,“It’snothing,really.I’mjustreallylucky!”

Shakinghishead,RaypausedforamomentbeforetakingoutablacktokenandhandingittoGeraldas

hesaid,“Speakingofwhich,BrotherGerald,youdroppedthisblacktokenthedaybefore…Where

exactlydidyougetthis?”

“Ah,thattokenwasallthatremainedafterhedied.Why?Doyouknowaboutthetoken?”askedGerald.

Noddinginresponse,Raythenexplained,“It’sanexclusiveitemoftheGhostSect!”

“Ray,whatexactlyisthisGhostSect?”Geraldaskedcuriously.

Then,Raystartedexplainingindetail.

Afterlisteningtotheexplanation,Geraldandtherestunderstooditnow.Apparently,GhostSectwasa

placewheretheghostslived,andtheblackshadowshouldbeamemberofGhostSect.

“Then,howcanIgothere?”



Afterapause,Geraldaskedboldly.

Rayopenedhiseyeswideandstaredathiminsurpriseuponhearinghim.Hedidn’texpectthatGerald

wouldhavethisidea.

GhostSectwasnotaplacethatanyonecouldgoto.ItwasintheterritoryofGhostRealm,aplacefor

lonelysoulsandwildghostswhichwereruledbytheGhostKing.

“BrotherGerald,GhostSectisnotagoodplace.Itisbetternottogothere!”

RayremindedGeraldseriously.

“Ray,don’tworry.SincethismatterisrelatedtoGhostSect,IthinkIshouldgothereandinvestigate!”

Geraldpattedonhisshoulderandsaid.

WhydidthepeopleofGhostSectcometoDragonbloodCityandtrytosnatchthisancientholysword

away?ThismysterymadeGeraldverypuzzled.Hehadtosolveit.

“Alright.Sinceyouinsistongoing,Iwillgowithyou!”

RayknewthathecouldnotpersuadeGeraldnottogo,sohecouldonlychoosetoaccompanyhim.

Afterthat,RaytoldGeraldthetimewhenGhostSectwasopenedanditslocation.

Twodayslater,atmidnight.

ThiswasthedaywhentheentranceofGhostSectwouldopen.



Onthisday,alltheghostswouldgatherheretoenterGhostSect.

GeraldandRaywenttotheentranceofGhostSect.Asfortheotherthree,Geralddidnotletthemcome

alongtoavoidbeingnoticed.

Therewerealotofghostsattheentrance.

ItwasthefirsttimeGeraldhadseensomanyghosts,andthisamazedhim.

“Ray,willtheseghostshurtpeople?”

GeraldleanedclosertoRayandwhisperedintohisear.

Rayshookhisheadslightlyandreplied,“Don’tworry,theywon’t.Todayisthedayofpeace.Noghost

canhurtotherghosts.”

Hearingthis,Geraldfeltrelieved.

However,theyonlyhadtwelvehours,ortobeprecise,itwasGeraldwhoonlyhadtwelvehours.

Whenthetimewasup,hehadtoleaveGhostSectimmediately,orhewouldnotbeabletogetout

foreverandremainthereasaghost.

Soon,itwastime.Thedoorofthespiritualworldopened,andalltheghostsflockedin.

RayledGeraldintothespiritualworldthroughthedoor.



Onceinside,theysawahugeghostcitywheremanyghostshadsetupstallstosellthingsjustlikea

townintheoldendays.

TodaywasthemostenjoyabledayfortheghostbecausetheycouldcometoGhostSecttobuythings

forthemselves.Theonlythingwasthattheydidnottradewithordinarycoins,butcoinsspeciallyused

inGhostSect.So,theyhadtogotoexchangeforsome.

“Ray,areallthesethingsaroundhereedible?They’remakingmehungry!”

Walkingalongthestreet,Geraldsawalotoffoodaroundhimwhichmadehimhungry,soheasked.

“Hehe,youcaneatthem,butyouwilllosealotofmasculineauraonceyoudosobecausetheseare

foodforghosts,nothumans.”

RaysmiledandrepliedtoGerald.

Geraldwasdiscouragedimmediatelyuponhearingthis.Hedidnotdaretothinkaboutitanymoreashe

didnotwanttolosehismasculineaura.

“Let’sgo.I’llbringyoutoaplace!”

RaytoldGeraldandbroughthimtoabuildingnotfarawaywithbigsteps.

Onceinside,Geraldrealizedthatitwasahugecasino.

ThiswasacasinoinGhostSect.Itwasdifferentfromthecasinosinthehumanworld.



“Ray,whydoIhaveafeelingthattheghostscan’tfeelme?”

Suddenly,GeralddiscoveredsomethingandaskedRay.

Hehadafeelingthathewasbeingtotallyignored,andtheghostsarounddidn’tnoticehimatall.What

madehimfeelevenstrangerwasthatsomeghostsevenpassedrightthroughhisbody.

“Becauseyouarenotarealghost,theywon’tdiscoveryou.Moreover,nohumansareallowedinhere!”

RayexplainedtoGeraldimmediately.

WhenGeraldheardhim,hewasveryexcited.Thatwouldmeanthathewasinvisiblerightnow.

“Gerald,it’suptoyounow.Youcanuseyourinvisibilitytohelpmegamblesothatwecanwinsome

moneytobuysomegoodthings.”

RaysuggestedtoGerald.

“Alright,Ray.Noproblem,justwatchme!”

Geraldagreedwithoutreservation.Itwasgreatthathehadfinallyfoundhisadvantagehere.

Later,RaygotGeraldtostandintheinnermostpositionsothathecouldgetagoodpeeptosee

everything.

AsforRay,hesatinfrontofthetable.Justamomentago,whenhewassqueezingthroughthecrowd,



hehadstolenaghostcoinfromaghosttomakethecoinhisstartupcapital.

Soonafter,theghoststandinginthemiddleofthetablestartedtorollthedice.

Afterrollingforawhile,theghostcoveredthedicewithalid,andRaylookedatGeraldwhowasbehind

theghost.

Afteraquickpeek,GeraldgaveRayahandsignal.

“Ibetlow!”

AfterseeingGerald’shandsignal,Rayshoutedloudly.

Then,heputthemoneyonthelowslot.

Aftermakinghisbet,theghostrevealedthedice.

Whenheopenedit,itwasindeedalownumber.

Thismadetheghostsaroundthemapplause.Theydidn’texpectRaytobesogoodatgamblingsomuch

sothathehadmadeprofitsinjustonego.

However,Raydidnotplantostopthere.

Sincetheywerealreadythere,hewantedtomakeafortune.



Soonafter,thesecondroundstarted.

Justlikebefore,theghostinthemiddlerolledthedice.

Then,hecoveredthediceagain.

Meanwhile,Gerald,whowasbehindtheghost,toldRaythenumberusinghandsignals.

Afterlookingatthehandsignal,Rayputallhismoneyonthelowslotoncemore.

“Istillwanttobetlow!”

Rayshoutedandputallthemoneyonthelowslot.

Later,theghostrevealedthedice.

Sureenough,itwasalownumber.

Raywonagain.Butthistime,hewonmuchmorethanthefirsttime.

“Alright,Ihavehadenough,soI’llstopplaying!”

Hehadmadeenoughtoaffordafeast.Therefore,Raydidn’twanttocontinuegambling.

However,therewasanunspokenruleincasinosinthehumanworld,andthatwas,thosewhowon

shouldnotleave.Ofcourse,thisappliedtocasinosinthespiritualworldaswell.



“Wait!”

BeforeRaycouldtakeanotherstep,afewghostsstoppedhim.

TheghoststandinginthemiddlewalkedtowardRayandstaredathim.“Thereisnosuchthingas

leavingafterwinning.”

“Why?Doyouguyshavethegutstoplaythegame?Orisitthatyoucan’taffordtolose?”

Raystaredattheghostcoldly.Hedidn’texpectthattheghostherewouldbejustlikehumansinthereal

world,playingroguewhentheycouldn’taffordtolose.Theystillwantedtoberascalswhentheywere

alreadyghosts.ThisirritatedRayalot.

“Huh!Youcaneithercontinuetogambleuntilyouloseallthemoney,oryoucanhandoverthemoney

beforeyouleave.Therearetwooptions,youchoose!”

TheghoststandinginthemiddlesneeredandwarnedRay,staringathimwiththreateningeyes.

Itseemedthattheghostdidnotplantolethimleave.

Sincethatwasthecase,Raywouldnotletthemhavetheirway.

“Isthatso?WhatifIdon’tchooseeitherofthem?”

Raylookedatthemandaskedagain.



“Then,don’tblameusfornotshowingmercy!”

Theghostinthemiddlesnortedandsignaledtheghostsaroundhim.

Rightafter,thesurroundingghostschargedtowardRayandGerald.

Sincetheyhadmadetheirmoves,Geraldwasdefinitelynotgoingtosparethem.

HesummonedhisFishgutSwordimmediatelyandslashedthem.

Swish!

Atonce,theFishgutSwordwipedoutafewghostseffortlessly.

Seeingthis,theghoststandinginthemiddleshowedfearonhisface.Hedidn’tknowthatGeraldwould

bethispowerfulandpossesssuchapowerfulweapon.

“Youarenotaghost,butahuman!”

Theghostshoutedinsurprise.

“Hehe.Goodthatyouknownow.So,areyoustillgoingtostopme?”

Geraldsmirkedandaskedtheghost.

Now,theghostdidnotdaretobearrogantanymore.Heloweredhisheadandsaid,“No,Iwon’tdareto.



Please,youmayleave!”

Hearingthis,Geraldsmiledinsatisfaction.Then,heleftthecasinowithRay.

Aftertheyhadleft,GeraldandRayfoundaspottositdown.

“Wow,that’ssomuchmoney!”

Gerald’seyesglowedashelookedatthebagfullofmoneyinRay’sarms.

“Hehe.Thisisnotrealmoney,butthemoneyofghosts.”

RaychuckledandexplainedtoGerald.

ThemoneycouldonlybeusedinGhostSect.Itcouldn’tbeusedintherealworld,so,itwaskindof

uselesseveniftheyhadalot.

“Ray,I’mveryhungry.WhatshouldIdo?”

AsGeraldwastalkingtoRay,hisstomachwasalreadyrumblingloudly.

“Okay.Letmeseeifthere’saplacewhereyoucaneat.Weshouldfindaplacetospendthemoney!”

Onceheheardthat,RaysuggestedtoGerald.

Then,RaystartedscouringGhostSectwithGerald.



Soon,Raysawabigrestaurantthatlookedsimilartoarestaurantintherealworld.

HeledGeraldintotherestaurant.

“Boss!”

Rayshoutedloudlyoncehewentin,onlytoseeamaninwhitecomeoutfrominsideandgreetthem

withabrightsmile.

“Hehe.Whatwouldyouliketoeat?”

TherestaurateuraskedbothRayandGerald.

Hearingthis,RayandGeraldwereshocked.Theydidn’texpectthattherestaurateurcouldseeGerald.

“Youcanseeme?”Geraldlookedattherestaurateurinsurpriseandasked.

“Ofcourse!”

Therestaurateursmiledandanswered.

Hearingthis,GeraldlookedatRayimmediatelyandstartedworrying.

“Ray,itcan’tbethattheeffectofmymedicinehaspassed,right?”



GeraldaskedRayinsurprise,then,hequicklytookouthismobilephonetocheckthetime.

Lookingatthetime,twelvehourswerenotupyet.Hehadonlybeenherefortwohours.

Butwhycouldthisrestaurateurseehim?ThismadeGeraldwonderinastonishment.

“Boss,whycanyouseehim?”

Rayaskedtherestaurateurcuriously.

“Ha!Ha!BecauseI’mahuman,justlikeyou!”

Therestaurateursmiledandexplained.

RayandGeraldfinallyunderstoodthesituation.So,thatwaswhy.

“Areyoualsoahalf-phantom?”

Rayaskedsuspiciously.

Therestaurateurnoddedandsaid,“Yes,Iam.Letmeintroducemyself.MynameisGarrenHenry.I’m

theownerofthisrestaurant,andIamspecificallyresponsibleforreceivingpeoplefromtherealworld

here!”

“Nicetomeetyou,Garren.IamRayLeighton,andthisismyfriend,GeraldCrawford.Wewerehungry,

sowecametogetsomefood.Sincewearenothalf-phantom,wecan’teatthefoodinGhostSect!”



Then,RayintroducedhimselftoGarranandexplainedthereasonforcomingtothisplace.

“Noproblem.Don’tworry.ThefoodIservehereissafeforhumans!”

Garrensaidimmediately.

Then,heseatedRayandGeraldatatable

“Garren,dohumanscomehereoften?”

Onceseated,RayaskedGarren.

“Notreally.Mostoftheguestswhocomehereareghosts.Humansrarelycome.Besides,Ionlycome

hereforbusinesswhentheentranceofthespiritualworldisopen.Youarethefirsttwohumansfrom

therealworldI’vemet,”Garrenexplained.

“Right,youdon’tlooklikeordinarypeople.Youmustbecultivators,right?”

Afterthat,GarrenlookedatRayagainandasked.

RaywasstartledwhenheheardGarren’swords.Hedidn’texpectthatGarrenwouldknow.

“Howdidyouknow?”

Rayaskedinsurprise.



“Hehe.Peoplewhocometomyplaceareallcultivators.Therewouldn’tbeanyotherpeople!”

Garrenchuckledandexplained.

“Then,youmustbeoneaswell!”

RaystaredatGarren.Sincehewasahalf-phantom,hehadtoalsobeacultivator.

“Hehe,I’mnotreallyacultivator.It’sjustthatIbecamelikethisbecauseofanaccident.”

Garrenlaughedbitterlyandexplained.

Intruth,therewereveryfewpeoplewhocouldbecomehalf-phantoms.Somebyaccident,andsomeby

experiment.

However,RayandJunohadbecomehalf-phantomsduetoaccidents.

Soonafter,Garrenservedalotoffoodontheirtable.Allthefoodwasfromtherealworld.

Lookingatthefood,theireyesglowed.

“Comeon,digin.There’smoreifthisisnotenough!”

Garrentoldthem.

Afterthat,GeraldandRaystartedfeasting.



“Bytheway,didyouguyscomeherefortheGhostlyPearl?”

“GhostlyPearl?”

Geraldwaspuzzledwhenheheardthat.

ItwashisfirsttimehearingaboutthisGhostlyPearl.

“What?Youdon’tknowaboutit?”

GarrensawGerald’spuzzledlookandaskedinsurprise.

GeraldandRayshooktheirheads.

“TheGhostlyPearlisthetreasureofGhostSect.Itissaidthatitcanincreaseone’scultivationlevel

manyfold.That’swhymanysoulcultivatorswantedtostealit.Andyet,youactuallydon’tknowabout

it?”

GarrenstaredatGeraldinsurpriseasheexplained,hisfaceexpressinghisdisbelief.

“Then,wherecanIgetthisGhostlyPearl?”

Geraldaskeddirectly.

SincetheGhostlyPearlwassoprecious,ittriggeredGerald’sinterestgreatly.Now,hewasthinkingof

gettingit.



“It’snotthateasy.TheGhostlyPearlisinthehandofGhostKing.It’sthetreasureofGhostKing,so

gettingtheGhostlyPearlwouldnotbeasimpletask.Manysoulcultivatorsdiedathishands!”

Later,Garrentoldthemwithadoubtfullook.

FromGarren’swords,theyknewthattheGhostlyPearlmustbeaveryextraordinarything.Besides,the

GhostKingthathementionedwastheleaderofGhostSect.Hewasn’tsomeonewhocouldbedefeated

bysimplyanyone.

“WhereisGhostKing?”

Geraldcontinuedtoaskcuriously.

“GhostKingisinthedeepestghostcave.Thatishisterritory.Besides,manyghostsoldiersandghost

generalsareguardingtheplace,soit’sverydifficulttogetinside.Evenifyoudogetintothecave,it’s

verydifficulttofindtheGhostlyPearl.”

GarrentoldGeraldthelocationofGhostKingimmediately.

“HowlongwilltheGhostSectremainopen?”

Afterapause,GeraldaskedGarren.

Franklyspeaking,thiswasalsoGerald’sfirsttimecomingtoGhostSect.

AlthoughheheardaboutitfromOldFlint,itwashisfirsttimeactuallycominghere,anditwasindeeda

verydifferentexperience.



“Onemonth.However,theentrancewillbeclosedduringthedayandonlyopenatnight!”Garren

repliedimmediately.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldnoddedwithaseriousface.

SinceGhostSectwouldremainopenforamonth,itwouldmeanthathehadenoughtimetoplanhow

togettheGhostlyPearl.

IfGeralddidnotknowabouttheGhostlyPearl,hewouldnothavebothered.

Butnowthatheknewaboutit,hewouldnotletgoofsuchagreatopportunity.

“Good.Garren,weneedyourhelp.IwanttogetthisGhostlyPearl!”

Afterthat,GeraldtoldGarrendefinitively.

WhenGarrenheardthat,hewasshocked.Hedidn’texpectGeraldtoactuallyhavetheideaofgetting

theGhostlyPearl.

“ButasItoldyou,Gerald,theGhostlyPearlisnotthateasytoobtain!”

GarrenremindedGeraldworryingly.

“Yes,Iknowthat.AndthatisthereasonwhyI’minterestedinit.Themoredifficultitis,themoreIwant

totry.Andmaybe,Iwillsucceed!”



GeraldlookedatGarrenwithadeterminedfaceandsaid.

Afterhearingthis,Garrencouldn’thelpbutagreetohelp.

“Alright.TellmewhatIcanhelpyouwith.”Garrenaskeddirectly.

“Ihaven’tthoughtofaplanyet.WaituntilIhaveaplan,andIwilltellyouwhattodo!”

Geralddidn’treplytoGarren’squestion,buthesimplyremindedhim.

“Okay,noproblem.Onceyouhaveformulatedaplan,tellme,andIwilldomybesttohelpyou!”

Garrenagreedreadilywithoutanyobjection.

Rightthen,GarrencompletelytreatedGeraldandRayashisfriends.

Sincetheywerefriends,itwasonlynaturalforthemtohelpeachother.

“Right,IhaveagoodthingherethatIcangivetoyourdisciple!”

Justthen,Garrensuddenlyrememberedsomething,andhehurriedlystoodup.Then,hewalkedintothe

house.Afterashortwhile,GarrenwalkedoutwithatagandhandedittoRaydirectly.

“What’sthis?”

Rayreceivedthetag,andheaskedindoubtallofasudden.



“This…”

“ThisisthetokenofGhostKing,right?”

WithoutwaitingforanexplanationfromGarren,GeralddirectlyrevealedthenameofthetaginRay’s

hand.

“That’sright.It’sthetokenofGhostKing,andit’salsothethingonaghost’sbody.Withthis,your

disciplecanhavefreeaccesstoGhostSect.It’sfineeveniftheeffectofthemedicinehassubsided!”

GarrenlookedatRayandGeraldasheexplained.

Hearingthat,bothGeraldandRaywereveryjoyful.Unexpectedly,Garrenactuallyownedsuchanitem!

“Thankyou,BossHenry!”

RayimmediatelyexpressedhisgratitudetowardGarren.

“Alright,itshouldbedawnsoon.Thelargeentranceofthespiritualworldisabouttobeclosed.Ialso

needtopackupandleavethisplace!”

Garrenlookedatthetimeimmediatelyafterthat.Hefoundthatitwasalmostearlymorning,sohe

immediatelyremindedbothGeraldandRay.

“Hmm,fine.BossHenry,we’llleavefirst,then!”



GeraldalsostoodupandsaidtoGarren.

Afterbiddingeachothergoodbye,GeraldbroughtRayalongandlefttheGhostSectdirectly.

BythetimetheywentoutofthelargeentranceoftheGhostSect,theskyoutsidehadturnedwhite,just

likethebellyofafish.Itmeantthatitwouldsoonbemorning.ThelargeentranceoftheGhostSectwas

abouttobeclosed.

“Huh!

“Thefreshairissogood.It’sindeedverycomfortable!”

Themomenthecameout,Raylookedupattheskyandsighedemotionallyinaloudvoice.

Atthatmoment,thewaterfallbehindthemwasrestored,andtherewerecountlesssplashesofwater,

symbolizingthatthelargeentranceofGhostSecthadbeenofficiallyclosed.

“Gerald,Ihaveaclassmatepartytonight.Canyoucomewithme?”

Inthatinstant,JunosuggestedtoGerald.

“Whattimeisit?”

“Seveno’clock!”

“Fine,noproblem!”



GeraldchattedwithJunocasuallybeforeheagreedtodoso.

SinceitwasJuno’sclassmateparty,Geraldcertainlyneededtokeephercompanyandgowithher.

HearingthatGeraldhadpromisedtogo,Junoalsorevealedadelightedsmile.

Atnight.

Geralddroveacarandwenttoherclassmate’spartywithher.

InTrekaCity.InRoyalGrandHotel.

“Juno,itseemslikeyourclassmatesarequiterich.”

GeraldsmiledandlookedatJuno,teasingher.

Junoalsosmiledlightlyandresponded,“It’sbeenalongtimesinceI’vemetthem.Theysentmean

invitationcardthistimearound,andthat’swhyIknowofsuchaclassmateparty!”

Aftershehadsaidthat,Geraldparkedthecarpromptly.Then,hebroughtJunointothehotel.

“Juno!”

Atthatmoment,theyheardacallfrombehindthem.

Bothofthemimmediatelyturnedaroundandtookalook.Itwasawomaninalongpurpledress.She



waswalkingtowardthemwithagentlesmile.

“Ruth!”

Junosuddenlysquealed.

Aftersimplyexchangingpleasantrieswitheachother,thethreeofthemimmediatelywentupstairs.

Theclassmatepartywasheldinalargebanquethall.

“Iheardthatthisclassmatepartyisorganizedbytheclassmonitoralone.Itseemslikealotofmoney

wasspent!”

AsJunoandRuthGurvellwerewalking,theychattedwitheachother.Thethreeofthemopenedthe

doorofthebanquethallandwalkedintothehall.

AssoonasJunoandRuthhadenteredthevenue,theysoonattractedallofthepeople’sattentioninthe

hall.

“MissZorn,thebeautyishere!”

Suddenly,aman’sexcitedvoicewasheard.

Amaninabluesuitwalkedoverhurriedlyimmediatelyafterthat.HecametostandbeforeGeraldand

thetwoladies.

“Juno,finallyyou’rehere.I’vebeenwaitingforyou!”



ThemaninthebluesuitwasfullofsmilesashelookedatJunoandgreetedher.Hiseyeswerefilled

withferventjoy.

ThatpersonwasJuno’sclassmonitorinuniversity,andhisnamewasXanryQuirke.

“Ha!Ha!Monitor,you’veexaggeratedit.Theclassmatepartywouldstillbelivelyevenwithoutme.”

Junosmiledfaintlyandsaid.

LookingatXanrybeforehermadeJunofeelthathewasjustasannoyingasheusedtobeinthepast.

ThemainthingwasXanryalwaysaddressedherasJuno,anditmadeheruncomfortablewhenshe

heardthat.Afterall,shedidnothaveaverycloserelationshipwithXanry,andtheywerenotconsidered

particularlyfamiliarwitheachother.

However,sincethereweresomanypeoplethere,Junohadnowaytosaymuch.Theywereclassmates,

anditwasunnecessarytohumiliateothers.

“Alas!Juno,you’rewrong.Ifyoudidn’tcome,what’sthefunofourclassmateparty?”

XanryimmediatelygrabbedthechancetosaythistoJuno.

Standingattheside,GeraldobservedXanry.HefeltthatXanrywasextremelygoodatpretending.

Intruth,GeraldhadalreadyseenthroughXanry’sinnerthoughts.XanryjustwantedtoobtainJuno.



Unfortunatelyforhim,Geraldwasnotabouttogivehimthatchance.

“Juno,ishetheclassmonitoryoumentionedbefore?”

GeralddeliberatelywalkedforwardandhuggedJuno,askingherwithafaintsmile.Hejustwantedtodo

thatpurposelyinfrontofXanrytoletthelatterknowthatJunobelongedtohim.

SeeingGeraldputtingonsuchanact,Junowasnotsurprised.Onthecontrary,shefeltwarminwardly

withadeepsenseofsecurity.

“Hmm.That’sright.He’smyclassmonitor—XanryQuirke!”

Junolookedobedientandcharming,leaningclosetoGerald’sshoulderassherepliedtohim.

Seeingthis,Xanrywasstunnedallofasudden.Hetotallydidnotexpectthattherewouldbesucha

scene.

“Juno…Thisis?”

Afterapause,XanryaskedJunoslightlyawkwardly.

WithoutwaitingforJunotosayanything,GeraldlookedatXanrywithasmileashegreetedhim,

“Monitor,nicetomeetyou.Letmeintroducemyself.I’mJuno’sboyfriend,andmynameisGerald

Crawford!”

Hearingthat,Xanry’sheartskippedabeatinstantly.



IthadneveroccurredtohimthatJunohadaboyfriend.ItwasevenbeyondhisexpectationthatJuno

wouldactuallybringherboyfriendalongtojointheclassmateparty.

PuttingXanryaside,theotherclassmateswhowerearoundalsorevealedshockedexpressionsoneafter

another.

TheyknewforafacthowmadlyXanryhadtriedtogainJuno’saffectionsinthepast.However,hewas

alwaysrejectedbyJuno.

Yetnow,Junoactuallyhadaboyfriend.Thatwouldindeedmakethemfeelshockedandincredulous.

TheywonderedwhatkindofpersonGeraldwassincehewasactuallyabletogainJuno’saffections.

Atthatmoment,Xanrywasveryannoyedinwardly,buthecouldnotexpressthat.Therefore,hecould

onlypretendtobefine.

“Hello,nicetomeetyou!”

XanryrevealedasmileashegreetedGerald.

Theclassmatepartyofficiallystartedimmediatelyafterthat.Everyonetooktheirseatsoneafteranother,

sittingatthediningtableastheyateandchattedamongthemselves.

Naturally,bothGeraldandJunosatatthesamediningtablewithRuth.OfcourseXanrywastheretoo.

“Come,Mr.Crawford!Letmetoasttoyou!”

Atthatmoment,Xanrytooktheinitiativetostandup,holdingthewineglass.Hethensmiledfaintlyat

Gerald,toastedtohim,andsaid.



Seeingthat,GeraldalsocordiallystoodupashetoastedXanry,“Ha!Ha!Thankyou,monitor!”

Afterhehadsaidthat,bothofthemgulpeddowntheentireglassofwineatthesametime.

“Ha!Ha!Mr.Crawford,you’requitegoodatdrinking.Itseemsthatyoumusthavealwaysdrunkalot!”

WhenXanrysawGeraldgulpdowntheglassofwineinsuchafrankandstraightforwardmanner,he

smiledandteasedGerald.

“There’snosuchthing.Idon’tdrinkwineusually.Ionlyhaveaglassortwo.Honestly,I’mnotgoodat

drinking!”

GeraldrespondedtoXanryinaveryhumblemanner.

GeraldcoulddiscernthatXanrywassoundinghimout.However,sinceXanrywantedtosoundhimout,

hecertainlyhadtoputonanacttoconformtoXanry’saction.HewantedtoseewhatexactlyXanry

wantedtodo.

“Ifthat’sthecase,Mr.Crawford,youneedtodrinkmoretoday.Afterall,you’reJuno’sboyfriend.You

mustbeextraordinarysinceyouwereabletobecomeJuno’sboyfriend.Iwonderwhatkindofhighpost

youhavenow.”

XanrythenstartedaskingGerald.

Hearingthat,onesoonknewthatXanryhadcertainlystartedtocomparehimselfwithGeraldinan

offensivemanner.ItseemedasthoughXanrywantedtoretrievealittlebitofconfidenceandadvantage

inotheraspectsofGerald.



Still,nomatterwhatXanrywantedtodo,itwastonoavail.ItwasbecauseGeraldfeltthatXanrycould

neverbecomparedwithhim.Xanrywasentirelynotonparwithhim.

“Ha!Ha!Monitor,you’rejoking.I’mnotworthyofahighpost,andI’mjustdoingasmallbusiness

myself.”

GeraldsmiledverycalmlyashelookedatXanryandresponded.

Hearingthat,Xanrywasdeeplyhappyinwardly.HewaswonderingwhatkindofjobGeraldhad,but

Geraldhadabsolutelynowaytobecomparedtohim.

“Mr.Crawford,you’reveryhumble.Come,Mr.Crawford.Let’shaveanotherglassofwine!”

XanryliftedhiswineglassagainandtoastedGerald,sayingsuchwords.HewantedtomakeGerald

drunk.

GeraldcertainlywouldnotletXanryhavehisway.ItwasbecauseXanrycouldneverimaginehowgood

atdrinkingGeraldwas.

Soon,thefirststageoftheclassmatepartywasover.

Afterthemeal,thesubsequentactivitywascertainlytheamusementactivities.

“Ladiesandgentlemen,I’vebookedtheentertainmenthallupstairs.Dogoupstairsandhavefun.I’llpay

forallexpensestonight!”

Xanrythenshoutedatthesurroundingclassmatesinaloudvoice.

Hearingthat,thesurroundingclassmatescheeredandwhoopedloudlyoneafteranother.ItmadeXanry



feelverygood,andhefeltthathehadeveryone’sattentionatthatmoment.

Afterthat,theywenttotheentertainmenthallupstairs.

Meanwhile,GeraldsatonthesofaatthesidewithJunoandRuth.

“Juno,yourclassmonitorisverygenerous.”

Aftertheyhadsatdown,GeraldinevitablymadeasarcasticjokeandsaidtoJuno.

Quitefrankly,Gerald’swordswerefilledwithridicule.Intruth,heknewthatXanryjustwantedtoshow

himselfoffbydoingso,makinghimselfthecenterofattraction.Xanrywantedeveryonetothinkthathe

wasverysuccessful.

AfterJunoheardthat,shesaidnothing.ShewasuninterestedinanythingrelatedtoXanry.

Justthen,theysawXanrywalkingtowardthem.

“Mr.Crawford,itturnsoutthatyou’rehere.Whyareyousittinghere?Doyouwanttogoandplay

bowlingwithme?”

XanrywalkedovertoGeraldandsuggested,fullofsmiles.“Bowling?Alas!Itrulyhaveneverplayedit

before.”

AfterGeraldheardthat,hepretendedtoreplyindoubt.

Sincehewantedtoputonanact,hecertainlyneededtogothroughwithit.Hewantedtohavefunwith

Xanryproperly.



“It’sfine.Letmeteachyou.Come!Let’sgoandhavefun!”

AfterXanryheardthat,hewasnotdoubtfulatall.HecheerfullysaidthistoGerald.

“Alright,then.I’llgoandhavefunwithyou!”

Geralddirectlyagreedtodoso.Afterthat,helookedtowardJuno.

“Juno,I’llgoandplaybowlingforawhile.Justhaveachathere!”

AfterJunoheardthat,shenaturallyhadnoobjection.SheknewthatGeraldcertainlyhadhisown

thoughts.Naturally,shewouldnotstophim.Shecouldonlyremarkthatitwasnotagoodchoicefor

XanrytolookfortroublewithGerald.Tillthen,Xanrywoulddefinitelyregretit.

SoonGeraldhadarrivedatthebowlingalleywithXanry.

BothXanryandGeraldoccupiedalanerespectively.

“Come,Mr.Crawford.I’llteachyouhowtoplaythisgame.Justobserveme!”

XanrysmiledandsaidtoGerald.Afterthat,hepickedupabowlingballandhelditinhishand.

Xanrywalkedforwardandthenexertedhimself,pullingthebowlingballinhishandbackwardbefore

throwingitforward.

Thebowlingballsoonstartedrollinginthelane.



Bang!

Withthatoneshot,thepinswerehitdirectly.Xanry’sshotdirectlyknockeddownallofthepins.

Seeingthat,GeraldknewthatXanryclearlyhadconsiderableexperiencewithbowling.Besides,hewas

alsoapersonwithverypowerfulstrength.

ItseemedlikeXanryhaddeliberatelyaskedhimtoplaybowlingtogetherjustforthesakeofbullying

him.

ButXanryhadassumedthatGeraldwastooweak.

Unbeknownsttohim,Geraldhadplayedbowlingbefore.Notonlythat,buthealsohadalotof

experience.

GeraldhaddeliberatelyclaimedthathedidnotknowhowtoplaybowlingjustsoXanrywouldnotsee

throughhisact.ItwasallforthesakeofexposingXanry’struecolors.

SinceXanrywantedtoplaythisgame,Geraldwouldplaywithhimproperly.

“Come,Mr.Crawford.Giveitatry!”

Atthatmoment,XanrypickedupabowlingballandhandedittoGeraldbeforesayingthat.

Geraldreceivedthebowlingballandwalkedforward,pretendingtobeunfamiliarwithit.Hedidthe

sameactionasXanryhaddonebefore.Hethenthrewthebowlingballinhishandforward.



However,Geraldpurposelythrewitinanaskewmanner,andhedidnothitasinglepin.

“Ha!Ha!Ha!”

WhenXanrysawthatGeraldhadfailedtohitthepins,hesoonburstintoaroarofloudlaughterallofa

sudden.

“Mr.Crawford,itseemslikeyouneedtopracticemore.It’llbefineafteryoupracticeafewtimes!”

XanrypretendedtobekindandremindedGerald.

Geraldalsodidnotbotherabouthim.Instead,hecontinuedtopickupanotherbowlingballand

purposelypracticedhisskills.

Xanrywasindeedstupid,forhehadnotseenthroughanything.Hehadabsolutelynotfoundoutthat

Geraldwasactuallypretending.

Ifitwassomeoneelsewhowasprofessional,Geraldwasafraidthattheywouldhavelongseenthrough

itandfoundthathedefinitelyknewhowtoplaybowling.

Afterashortwhile,XanrylookedtowardGeraldagain.

“Mr.Crawford,Iseethatyou’vepracticedforsolong.Whydon’twehaveacompetition?Let’shavea

round,shallwe?”

XanrysuggestedtoGerald.



GeraldknewthatXanrywasabouttostart,andhistruecolorswereabouttobeexposed.

Asexpected,thatwasXanry’spurpose.XanrywantedtocompetewithGeraldandbullyhimfiercelyin

ordertohumiliatehim.

Geraldhadseenthrougheverything,buthewasunwillingtopointthatout.

Certainly,Geraldwasnotthekindofpersonwhowouldnotconformtothat.

“Sure!”

Geralddirectlyagreedtodoso.“Howaboutthis?Wedefinitelyneedsomethingatstakefora

competition,right?Whatdoyouthinkabout150dollarsforaround?”

Atthatmoment,XanrylookedtowardGeraldandsuggestedtohim.Hehadlongplannedasmall

schemeinhisheart.

Geraldsneeredinwardly.ItseemedlikeXanrywasmadaboutmoney.Heactuallywanted150dollarsfor

oneroundofbowling.

“Sure,noproblem!”

Afterapause,Geralddirectlyagreedtodoso.

Afterall,moneywasnothingtoGerald.Besides,itwasuncertainthathewouldloseterribly.

Everythingwasinhiscontrol.



“Monitor,don’tbullyJuno’sboyfriendinsuchaterriblemanner.Ifnot,Junowillgetangry!”

Inthatinstant,amaleclassmatewhowassittingatthesidewatchinganother’smisfortuneteasedXanry.

HistonewasfilledwithridiculeforGerald.

Geraldalsodidnotcareaboutthosepeople.Afterall,everythingwouldbeknownlater.

Geraldwouldhumiliatethemvehemently,givingeveryoneofthemasoundlessslap.

Theywantedtobullyhim,buttheydidnotcutthecoataccordingtotheirclothes.Wasitthateasyto

bullyhim?

“Comeon!Mr.Crawford,we’lltaketurns.Let’sseewhohasthehighestscoreattheend!”

XanryimmediatelydescribedtherulestoGerald.HewasratherimpatienttobullyGeraldvigorously.

Geraldnoddedslightlywithoutsayinganything.

Soon,themachinehadplacedthepinsnicely,andthecompetitionstarted.

Xanrywasthefirsttobegin.Hetookabowlingball,directlymakingaperfectarcintheairbeforethe

ballfellonthefloorandrolledout.

Afterhethrewtheball,hedidnotevenspareitaglance.Hewasfilledwithconfidence.

Therewasthecrispsoundofacrash.

Duringthefirstround,Xanryhadhitallofthepins,gainingtenpoints.



Therewereatotaloftenpins,andonepointwouldberewardedforknockingdownapin.

“Wow!”

“Monitor,you’resoawesome!”

“That’sright!Monitorisjusttoohandsome!”

SeeingthatXanryhadknockeddownallofthepins,thesurroundingclassmatescheeredoneafter

another,allofthempraisinghim.

Foramoment,Xanrywaswallowingintheenjoymentofpleasure.

Next,itwasGerald’sturn.Hegotupandpickedupabowlingball.Geraldcertainlywouldnotdirectly

showhistruestrengthduringthatround.Itwasbecausethetimehadnotcome.

Hence,Geraldhadtopurposelyfailtohitthepinsnomatterwhat.

Afterhehadthoughtitover,hethrewtheballoutrandomly.Thebowlingballrolledinthelaneswiftly

beforerollingoutofthelane.Theresultwasinvalid,andhegainednopointsforthatround.

“Ha!Ha!Ha!Ha!”

Thatscenesoonmadeeveryonearoundthatplaceburstintoroarsoflaughter,andtheythoughtthat

Geraldwasjusttooweak.



However,Geralddidnotbotheraboutthosepeople.

Geraldhaddonethatonpurpose,soheletthemmockhimalltheywanted.

Themoretheymockedhimnow,thedeeperthehumiliationtheywouldsufferlater.

“Hmm…Mr.Crawford,it’sfine.Everyonemakesmistakes!”

Xanrypurposelyendureditandrefrainedfromlaughing.HelookedatGeraldandconsoledhim.

Afterthat,ashewastalking,hepickedupthebowlingball.Hestartedtothrowtheballforthesecond

roundofthegame.

Themachinehadjustresetthepinsnicely.Thesecondroundofthegamehadbegun.

Itwasthesameasbefore,andXanrydecisivelythrewoutthebowlingballinhishand.

Thebowlingballrolledonthelane,rollingtowardthepinsquickly.

Bang!

Ithitthepinssuccessfully.

However,thesecondroundwasnotassmoothasthefirstround,andXanryonlyknockeddownseven

pins,gainingsevenpoints.

Actually,Xanryhaddonethatpurposely.HedeliberatelywenteasyonGerald.Ifnot,hewouldbe

deemedtoocruel.Besides,GeraldwasJuno’sboyfriendnomatterwhat.HedidnotwantJunotoget



angryathimlater,thinkingthathewasentirelybullyingGerald.

“Yourmove,Mr.Crawford!”saidXanryasheturnedtolookatGeraldoncehewasdone.

Itwasnowthestartofthesecondround,andGeraldknewthathecouldn’taffordtoobtainzeromarks

againorthegapbetweenhisscoreandXanry’swouldbecometoolargeforhimtoturnthegame

aroundlater.

Withthat,Geraldpickedabowlingballupbeforeslowlywalkingtowardthelane.

Thesecondhegotintoposition,however,GeraldheardXanryyelloutfrombehindhim,“Justmake

someboldtoss,Mr.Crawford!It’sfineifyoudon’thitanything,justtakeitaspractice!Afterall,you

needalotmoreofittoevenbeabletotakeonme!”

Asroarsoflaughterensued,Geraldsimplyclosedhiseyes…Beforeslowlyopeningthemagain.

Takingastepforward,Geraldthentossedthebowlingball!

Ratherthanswervingtothesidethistime,theballinsteadrolledstraightforthepins,momentarily

surprisingXanryandtheothers.

Whilethesoundofbowlingpinsgettingknockedovercouldbeheard,Geraldonlymanagedtohitfive

pins.Withthatinmind,hewasnowtwelvemarksbehindXanry.

Sincethereweresixmoreroundsbeforethegameended—withthegameconsistingofeightroundsin

total—GeraldfeltthatbeingtwelvemarksbehindXanrywasn’treallyaparticularlylargedifference.

Afterall,hesimplyneededtogetahigherfinalscorethanhimtowin.

“…Notbad,Mr.Crawford!Iguessyoureallydohavesometalenttobeabletohitfivepins!”saidXanry



asheinsincerelypraisedGerald.Truthbetold,thefactthatGeraldhadmanagedtohitfivepinsinthe

firstplacewastrulyvexinghim.Howlucky!

Whilethathitwascertainlysurprising,XanryquicklysummarizedthatGeraldstillwasn’tathreattohim.

He’ddefinitelystillbeabletowinandobtainthathundredandfiftydollars!

Withthat,theirlittlecontestresumedandthethirdroundbegan.

Usinghisusualtactic,Xanrytossedtheballaseasilyasthefirsttworounds…andfollowingtheclattering

offallingpins,onlyasinglepinremainedstanding!

Sincehehadmanagedtogainninepoints,Xanrynowhadatotaloftwenty-sixpointsandthisledthose

surroundinghimtoinstantlycheer.

EvenbeforeGeraldmadehismove,however,hecouldalreadytellthatthatsamecrowdwasgoingto

jeerathimnomatterwhatscorehegot.Still,itwascleartohimthatthosespectatorsweresimplyfools

fawningoverXanry.Withthatinmind,theirjeersmeantlittletoGerald.Geraldhadn’tevendisplayed

histruecapabilitiesyet.

Whateverthecasewas,Geraldthenretrievedhisthirdballandtosseditskillfullywithouttheslightest

hesitation,aclearcontrasttohowhetossedhisballintheprevioustworounds.

Thiswasallaccordingtoplan,ofcourse.Geraldhadappliedperfectamountsofforcetohisthrowsto

displayincreasingamountsofstrengthandskillineachpassinground.Thatway,notonlywouldXanry

notbetooquicktobesuspiciousofhim,buthewouldalsobeabletoensurethathewasmaking

progressinthegame.

Ifeverythingwentsmoothly,everyonewouldsurelyhaveavastlydifferentopinionofhimbytheendof

thebowlingmatch.



Regardless,astheballrolledseamlesslyonthelane,thefamiliarclatterofbowlingpinscouldbeheard…

Geraldhadmanagedtohitsevenpinsthistime,andhenowhadtwelvepoints,whichmeantthathe

wasnowonlyfourteenmarksbehindXanry!

SeeingthatGeraldhadmanagedtohitevenmorepinsthistime,Xanry’sexpressionturnedevenmore

unpleasant.TothinkthatGeraldwouldbeabletoprogresssoquickly!Heknewhecouldn’taffordtogo

easyontheyouthanymoreortheirscoreswouldjustkeepgettingcloser!

“…Itappearsthatyou’regettingthehangofthegameextremelyquickly,Mr.Crawford!IguessIcan’tgo

easyonyouanymore!”declaredXanry,makingsuretomakeitobviousthathehadbeengoingeasyon

Geraldthisentiretime.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutchuckleinhismindashethought,‘Iwonderwho’struly

goingeasyonwhonow…’

Whateverthecasewas,thefourthroundsoonbegan…

SinceXanrywasupfirst,hegothisballbeforeconcentratinghardonthepinsbeforehim…

Oncehewasready,hetossedthebowlingballtowardthepinsextremelyswiftly!Xanryrealizedthathe

hadmadeamiscalculationthesecondtheballhitthelanewithaloud‘thud’beforeswervingrightinto

thegutter!Withthatinmind,Xanryendedupgettingnopointsforthatround.

Seeingthat,Xanrycouldn’thelpbutfrown.Tothinkthathewouldactuallymakesuchamistakeatthe

worstpossibletime!Howdissatisfactory!

Geraldhimselfwasn’tabouttomissthechancetoridiculeXanry.Laughingaloud,Geraldthenscoffed,“I

guessyoumadeamistakejustintimeformetocatchuptoyou,Monitor!Youhavemythanks!”

Hearingthat,Xanrygrewimmenselyannoyed,thoughhedidn’treallyhaveanythingtoretort.Afterall,



hewastheonewhohadbeencareless.

Laughingbitterlyinresponse,Xanrythenreplied,“…That’sright!Iguessyoudohaveachancenow!”

WhileGeralddidn’tsayitout,inhismind,hewasthinking,‘Goonpretending!You’restilltryinghardto

putupanactevenafterI’vegivenyouaplatform,huh?’

NowthatitwasGerald’sturnagain,hefiguredthatitwashightimehestartedclosingthegapbetween

theirscoresevenmore.AslongasheremainedafewpointsbehindXanry,hewouldn’tmakehis

capabilitiestooobvious,andXanrywouldsurelycontinuebeingsmugaboutittilltheverylastmoment.

Withthatinmind,Geraldthengotupandtookyetanotherball.Tossingitinonefluidmotion,theball

rolledsosteadilythatbythetimeitgottothebowlingpins,alltenofthemendedupfalling!

Whilegaspscouldbeheardfromtheaudience,Xanry’sfrownonlydeepened.NowthatGeraldhad

twenty-twopoints,hewasonlyfourmarksbehindXanry.Ifhewasn’tcareful,Geraldwassurelygoingto

surpasshisscoreinthenextround!

“LookslikeI’mabouttocatchuptoyou,monitor!”saidGeraldwithachuckle.

Forcingalaugh,theawkwardXanrythenmovedtotakehisfifthball.

Henowunderstoodthatduetohimwantingtowinsomuchinthepreviousround,hehadgotten

impatient,whichledtohisterribleperformance.Asthesayingwent,‘slowandsteadywinstherace’.

Withthatinmind,Xanrymadesuretocalmhimselfbeforetossinghisnextshot.

Naturally,nowthathewasmuchmorefocused,Xanrywasabletogetastrikeaswell!

Seeingthat,hisclassmatesinstantlybegancheeringoncemore!



“Hellyeah!”

“Awesome,monitor!Yougotastrikeagain!”

Nowthathehadreturnedtohisnormalperformance,Xanrycouldn’thelpbutflashasmile.Hewas

goingtotriumphoverGeraldifitwasthelastthinghedid!

Gerald,ontheotherhand,simplyretainedhispokerface.Standingtherecalmly,italmostseemedlike

hedidn’tevencareaboutXanry’sperformance…

Thetruthwas,however,thatGeraldwascookingupaplaninhishead.Inhismind,hewasthinkingthat

insteadofsimplywinningthecompetitionbyalandslide,wouldn’titannoyXanryevenmoreifhewon

withonlyasinglepointhigherthanXanry?

JustasGeraldwasthinkinghowinterestingthatoutcomewouldbe,histrainofthoughtwascutshort

whenXanryscoffed,“It’syourturnnow,Mr.Crawford!Coulditbethatyou’regettingfrightenedof

me?”

ThefactthatGeraldstillhadn’tmadehismovemadeXanrydelightedtonoend.Hishumiliationearlier

wasdefinitelybeingredeemednow!Noddingslightly,Geraldthenpickedupanotherbowlingballbefore

tossingitalmostnonchalantly.Evenso,heendedupgettingyetanotherstrike!Howastonishing!

“I’msorry,monitor!ItappearsthatI’vehitallofthemagain!IguessI’vealreadymasteredbowling!”

repliedGeraldashesmiledwhilelookingatXanry.

Currently,whileXanrywasstillaheadwiththirty-sixpoints,Geraldwasonlyfourpointsbehindhim.

Withonlythreeroundsleft,thecompetitionwasgoingtoendsoon.Whowasgoingtobethevictor?



“…Abittooearlytocelebrate,wouldn’tyousay,Mr.Crawford?Afterall,westillhavethreeroundsto

decidethevictor!”scoffedXanryashepickedyetanotherbowlingballtostartthefifthround.

Afterpositioninghimself,Xanrythenaimedforthepinsbeforeswiftlytossingtheballtowardthem!

Whentossingabowlingball,theroutetheballendeduplandinginwouldaltertheball’sstrengthas

wellasthenumberofpinsitcouldhit.Withthatinmind,noteveryonecouldjusthitastrikeasthey

pleased.Iftheywerereallyunlucky,thenthebowlingballwouldevenenduprollingintothegutter!

Evenso,Xanryhadmadeuseofthisknowledge—aswellashisaimingskills—toperfectlycalculatethe

directionandstrengthoftheball.Withhowstraighttheballwasnowrolling,Xanrywasmorethan

certainthathehadsecuredhimselfanotherstrike!

Astheballcrashedintothepins,everyoneheldtheirbreathastheywatchedtheonesatthesides

wobbletoandfro…Untileventually,onlyonepinremainedstanding!Withninepinsknockedover,

Xanrynowhadforty-fivepointsinthebag!

Evenso,Xanryfeltthattheresultsweren’tideal.Afterall,nowthathehadmissedonepin,Geraldwas

onepointclosertocatchinguptohim!

Regardless,itwasnowGerald’sturn.Aslongashemanagedtohitallthepins,therewouldonlybea

three-pointdifferencebetweentheirscores!

PickingtheballupbeforeXanryevenhadachancetotaunthim,Geraldthencasuallytosseditdownthe

lane…onlytoendupgettinganotherstrike!Howstupefying!

Duetothat,therewasnowonlyathree-pointdifferencebetweenthetwo.Withonlytworoundsleftin

thegame,thewinnerofthecompetitionwassoontobeannounced…

Lookingdeadseriousnow,Xanrywasworriedoutofhismind.Afterall,ifhedidn’tperformwellinthe



finaltworounds,missingasinglepinwouldresultinGeraldwinningthecompetition!

“Ah…Sorrymonitor,butitseemsthatIgotanotherstrike!Luckyme!”saidGeraldinanapologetictone

asheputonaninnocentfaçade.

Hearingthat,XanrywassoinfuriatedthathewantedtopummelGeraldtobits!However,heknew

betterthantodothat.Afterall,thatwouldsurelymakehimlooklikeasoreloser!

Withthat,thesixthroundthenbegan…

Pickingtheballup,theworriedXanrycouldn’thelpbutquiverslightly.Heknewthatbeingdefeatedby

Geraldwouldsurelybringhimimmensehumiliation,andunderstandingthatonlyservedtoamplifyhis

nervousness…

Afterslightlyhesitating,Xanrythentossedtheballforward…However,itinstantlyrolledaskew!

Seeingthat,Xanryinstantlyknewthattheresultswouldn’tlookpretty.Fortunately,hestillendedup

hittingfourpins.Withthat,henowhadatotalofforty-ninepoints.

“Ohno,itappearsthatyou’vemadeanothermistake,monitor!”saidGeraldwhowasn’tgoingtomiss

thechancetohumiliatehim.

Fumingmad,Xanrythoughttohimself,‘LikeI’mblind…Icanseethat…!Youdon’thavetorubitin!’

Whateverthecasewas,XanrycouldnowonlyhopethatGeraldwouldalsomakeamistake.Ifthat

happened,thenXanrywouldstillhaveonefinalchancetoturnthingsaround…

Unfortunatelyforhim,Geraldwasn’tabouttogranthimsuchachance.



Immediatelypickingthebowlingballup,Geraldthenwalkedtowardthelane…Withoutevenhavingto

lookwherehewasthrowing,Geraldthenconfidentlytossedittowardthepins.

Everydoghaditsday,anditwasnowGerald’sturntodothemocking.Afterall,hewassimplydoingthe

samethingthatXanryhaddonetohiminthefirstround.

Whateverthecasewas,asexpected,nopinsremainedstanding,signifyingyetanotherstrikefrom

Gerald.Withthescoresbeingfifty-twoagainstforty-ninenow,Gerald’sscorehadfinallysurpassed

Xanry’s…

WithGerald’sturnover,thestartoftheseventhandfinalroundbegan…

Bythispoint,Xanryknewthathecouldn’taffordtomessupanymore.Ifhedidn’tlandastrike,thenhe

wouldsurelylosetoGerald!

HewasalsoworriedthatGeraldwouldgetyetanotherstrike…Ifthathappened,thenXanrywouldstill

losethecompetition,regardlessofwhetherhemanagedtogetthatfinalstrikeornot…Withthatin

mind,hecouldonlypraythatGeraldmadeamistakeinhisfinalthrow.

Shakingthethoughtoff,Xanrythenpickedhisfinalbowlingballbeforewalkingtowardthelane…

Ashetookinadeepbreath,Xanryheardashisclassmatesbegancheeringforhim.

“Monitor,comeon,youcandoit!”

“Yeah!You’lldefinitelywin,monitor!”



Uponhearingthat,Xanryfelthisconfidenceslowlyreturntohim.

Nowthathehadrecoveredhisstrength,heglaredatthepinsbeforetossingtheballforwardinafluid

motion!

Rollinginastraightline,theballneverswerved,andintheend,alltenpinswerehitwithaloudclatter!

“Strike!”yelledXanryasheinstantlyjumpedinjoyandexcitement.Attheveryleasthisfinalthrow

wasn’tadisappointment.

However,nowthatthatwasover,itwasnowGerald’sturn…

Gerald’sperformanceinthisfinalroundwoulddecidewhowonthebattle.IfGeraldgotanotherstrike,

thenitwouldofficiallybeXanry’sloss.However,ifGeraldflubbedhisroll,thenitwouldbeXanry’swin…

LookingatXanry’sscoreoffifty-nine,Geraldknewthatheonlyhadtohiteightpinsinordertosurpass

Xanrybyasinglepoint.Ofcourse,withhoweasilyhehadbeengettingstrikes,hittingeightpinswas

nothingtoGerald.

Withthat,Geraldthenpickedhisfinalbowlingballandadjustedthestrengthinhishands…before

tossingtheballforward!

Swiftlyrollingalongthelane,theclatteringofpinscouldsoonbeheardasthebowlingball’sstrikeleft

onlytwopinsstanding…

JustasGeraldhadhopedfor,hehadmanagedtohitexactlyeightpins,andwithhisscorebeingsixty,he

hadmanagedtowinagainstXanrybyexactlyonepoint!

Xanryhimselfcouldonlystandthere,completelyflabbergasted.Tothinkthathewouldbedefeatedby



someonewhohadn’tevenplayedbowlingbefore!

Ofcourse,Geraldwasnostrangertobowling,butXanrydidn’tknowthat,nordidheneedto.

Regardless,despitewinning,Geralddidn’twantXanrytogettooembarrassed.Afterall,intheend,he

wasstillJuno’smonitor.Withthatsaid,GeraldknewhehadtogiveXanryatleastsomerespect.

Withthatinmind,Geraldthensmiledfaintlybeforesayinginahumbletone,“IguessIwon,monitor!

Sorryforthat!However,Iknowhowmuchofaproyouareinthisgame,soI’mprettysureyou

deliberatelylosttome,right?”

Uponhearingthat,XanryinstantlycaughtontowhatGeraldwastryingtodo.SinceGeraldwasgranting

himachancetolessenhisshame,Xanrywascertainlynotgoingtosaynotothat.

Withthat,XanrythengothiswalletbeforefishingahundredandfiftydollarsouttohandtoGerald.

Naturally,Geraldwasn’tabouttosaynotothatmoney.Afterall,hedeservedit,andhewasn’t

embarrassedtotakeit.

Nowthatthegamewasover,GeraldthenwavedfarewelltoXanrybeforeheadingbacktoJuno’sside.

Seeingthathewasfinallyback,Junowaspromptedtoask,“Whattookyousolong?”

“Well,Ijustplayedaroundforawhile.Regardless,IgotabittiredsoI’mbacknow!”explainedGerald

withafaintsmile.

Naturally,shebelievedGerald’swords.Afterall,therewasnowayshecould’veknownaboutthe

incidentbetweenGeraldandXanry.Thenagain,evenifshewasawareofit,sheprobablywouldn’thave

thoughtmuchaboutit.Hell,shewouldprobablyfeelthatGeraldhaddonewellinteachingXanrya



lesson.

Regardless,afterashortwhile,bothofthemwatchedasXanrywalkedovertothemwithafewbottles

ofwineandwhatappearedtobesomediceinhand.

SittingrightbeforeGerald,Xanrythensmiledbeforesaying,“I’dsaywedidn’thavethatmuchofagood

timeearlier,Mr.Crawford.Withthatinmind,whatsayyouandmeplaysomethingnew?”

Hearingthat,Junocouldn’thelpbutfrownslightlyasshelookedatXanry,wonderingwhathewasupto.

Geraldhimselfcouldonlycontemptuouslythink,‘So,comebacktolookformoretroubleafterI

defeatedyouearlier?Howreluctanttoloseareyou?Iguesstheonlywaytodrillitintoyouisby

showingyouthegrimrealityofthings!’

SinceXanrywasstillpesteringhim,Geraldwasnolongeragainsthidinghistruestrength.Ifitwasa

gameXanrywanted,thenGeraldwasgoingtoplayproperlytoshowXanryjusthowpowerlesshetruly

wasagainsthim.XanrywasabouttolearnthehardwaythatGeraldwasn’tsomeonewhocouldbe

trifledwith.

“Notaproblem,monitor!ThoughIwonderwhatyou’replanningtoplay?”askedGeraldwithasubtle

smileafteraslightpause.

HearingGerald’sagreement,XanrythenplacedthedicebeforeGeraldbeforesaying,“We’replayinga

gameofdice.Haveyouplayedbefore?”

Noddingslightly,Geraldthenreplied,“Justalittle!”

“That’sgreattohear!Iwon’tbetellingyoutherulesthen.Regardless,whatsaywespiceupthegame

bybettingseventy-fivedollarsperround?I’msurethatthatsmallamountwon’tbeanissueforyou.

Besides,youalreadygainedahundredandfiftydollarsfrommeearlier!”suggestedXanry,ahintof



annoyanceinhistone.Sincehehadbeenhumiliatedsomuchearlier,hewassurelygoingtogetGerald

backforitthistime.

Headmittedthathehadbeenabittoocarelessearlier.Whateverthecasewas,hewasaveteranwhen

itcametodice.Withthatinmind,hedefinitelyhadamajoradvantageoverGeraldthistimearound.

“Noproblem!Iaccept!”repliedGerald.

Uponhearingthat,Juno—whohadbeensittingattheside—couldn’thelpbutlookatGeraldwithslight

bewilderment.

Tuggingonhissleeve,Junothenwhispered,“Hey,don’tgoactingallrecklesslynow,Gerald!”

“Don’tworry,I’msensibleenoughtoknowmycapabilities!”repliedGeraldashelookedbackatJuno.

“That’sright,Juno!YoushouldbelieveinMr.Crawford,youknow?”addedXanry.

Hearingthat,Junochosetoremainsilent.Afterall,she,ofallpeople,trustedthatGeraldwasn’toneto

actrecklessly.

Withthatsettled,XanrythenpushedthedicetowardGerald.

Pickingthemup,Geraldthenbeganshakingthedice.

Hewasnostrangertothegame,whichexplainedhiscurrentconfidenceagainstXanry.Whatmore,he

hadasecretweaponthattheotherswereunawareof,thatbeingthefactthathecoulddifferentiatethe

pointsofthedicejustbylistening!



Naturally,thiswasaprettyexclusiveskillthatordinarypeoplecouldneverhopetoachieve.Gerald,

however,wasnoordinaryperson.

Withallthatinmind,itwasprettymuchsetinstonethatGeraldwasgoingtobethevictorbeforethe

gameevenbegan…Withthat,theduothenbeganshakingtheirdicearoundforafewseconds…

Oncebothofthemstopped,Xanryimmediatelysmiledashesaid,“Afteryou,Mr.Crawford!Makeyour

guess!”

Hearingthat,Geraldthendeclared,“Threesixes!”

“Isee!Foursixesthen!”shoutedXanryinresponse.

FromwhatGeraldhadbeenabletohear,heknewthatXanrydefinitelyhadtwosixes.Geraldhadtwo

sixeshimself,whichwaswhyhedefinitelycouldn’topenit.

Regardless,theonlywaytoproperlydealwithXanrywouldbetodeliberatelylosetohimforafew

rounds.AllowingXanrytobesmugthefirstfewroundswoulddefinitelymakeGerald’seventualvictory

muchsweeter.

Withthatinmind,Geraldthenshouted,“Fivefives!”

Uponhearingthat,Xanrycouldn’thelpbutsmileashedeclared,“Open!”

SinceXanryhadchosentoopenGerald’sdice,Geraldnaturallyhadtodoso.

Lookingattheresults,thepointsofthedicedidn’tadduptofivefives.Instead,therewereonlythree

fives,whichmeantthatGeraldhadlostthisround.



Ofcourse,thelosswascalculated,andGeraldwasstillperfectlyundercontrolofthesituation.

“Alas,itseemsyou’velost,Mr.Crawford!”saidXanryashelookedattheindifferentGerald.

Geraldhimselfdidn’treallycareabouttheloss.Afterall,itwasonlyseventy-fivedollars.Inaway,he

wassimplyreturningXanry’sownmoneytohim,anditwasadetailthatGeraldhonestlyfoundboth

hilariousandpathetic.

Regardless,afterbeinghandedthemoney,XanryquicklytookitfromGerald.Itwasalmostasthoughhe

wasworriedthatthemoneywoulddisappearorsomething,anditclearlyshowedjusthowmuchXanry

caredaboutmoney.

Eitherway,nowthathehadfinallywonsomecash,Xanryimmediatelysaid,“Shallwecontinue,Mr.

Crawford?”

“Finebyme!”repliedGeraldasbothofthembeganshakingtheirdiceagain…

Thesecondtheystoppedshaking,Xanryinstantlysaid,“Sinceyoulostinthepreviousround,you’llstart

first,Mr.Crawford!”

Noddingandknowingforafact—withtheaidofhiskeenhearing—thatXanryhadtwothreesandthree

fives,GeralddeliberatelyansweredwronglytoletXanrywinagainbydeclaring,“Threefives!”

Geraldhimselfhadtheexactoppositedigits,withhimhavingtwofivesandthreethrees.

Whateverthecasewas,Xanrythenshouted,“Fourfours!”



Naturally,itwasanumberthatneitherofthemhad.

Tobequitefrank,GeraldreallywantedtoopenXanry’sdicenow,butherefrained.Afterall,hedidn’t

wantXanrytolosethatquickly.InordertomakeXanry’sdefeatreallysting,Geraldwasgoingtoallow

Xanrytowallowinvictoryforafewroundsfirst…Withthatinmind,afterabriefpause,Geraldthen

declared,“Fivefours!”

“Open!”yelledXanryalmostinstantaneously.

RatherthanfeelingsurprisedthatXanrywouldchoosetoopennow,Geraldinsteadfeltdelighted.After

all,hehadbeenwaitingforXanrytodoso.Everythingwassimplygoingtoplan…

Regardless,GeraldthenrevealedhisdiceforXanrytosee.

Uponseeingthathehadwonagain,theclearlysarcasticXanrysaidinanapologetictone,“Apologies,

Mr.Crawford,butitappearsthatyou’velostagain!Lookslikeyou’llbeforkingoutmoremoneytome!”

Itdidn’ttakeageniustoknowthatXanrywasalreadydrunkwithpower.Xanryclearlythoughtthat

Geraldwasnomatchagainsthiminthisgame.

“Youwinsome,youlosesome!”repliedGeraldinacasualtoneashehandedanotherseventy-five

dollarstotheoverjoyedXanry.

SeeingthatGeraldhadalreadylostahundredandfiftydollars,JunoquicklylookedatGeraldbefore

mutteringslightlyworriedly,“Gerald,justforgetaboutthegameandlet’sleavealready…!”

Whileseventy-fivedollarswasnothingtothem,ifGeraldcontinuedlosing,hismonetarylosseswould

surelystackuptodangerousamounts…



Chucklinginresponse,Geraldthensaid,“Don’tworry,Juno!Theshowhasonlybegun!Besides,I

haven’tlostasinglecent!Iwonahundredandfiftydollarsfromhimearlier,soallI’vedoneisreturnhis

ownmoney!”

Hearingthat,JunosimplychosetoremainsilentasthecompetitionbetweenGeraldandXanryresumed.

NowthathehadreturnedallofXanry’smoneytohim,itwashightimeGeraldrevealedhistruestrength.

Itwasfinallytimetogoallout!

Withthat,bothofthembeganshakingtheirdiceagain.

ThesecondhesawGeraldstopshakinghisdice,Xanryimmediatelysaid,“Afteryou,Mr.Crawford!”

FromwhatGeraldwasabletohear,Xanry’sdiceshowedfourfoursandonethree.Asforhisowndice,

Geraldhadfourtwosandonefive.

Withthatinmind,Geraldthendeclared,“Threetwos!”

Hearingthat,Xanryyelled,“Threefives!”

“Open!”shoutedGerald,nolongerplanningtoallowXanrytowin.

Uponhearingthat,Xanrywasmomentarilystunned.TothinkthatGeraldwouldchoosetoopenhisdice!

Unabletodoanythingaboutit,XanrythenopenedhisdiceatthesametimeGeralddid…

“Ohmy…ItappearsthatIonlyhaveonefive!Sorrymonitor,butitseemsyou’velost!”saidGeraldina



calmtoneashelookedatXanry.

Findingithardtobelievethathehadlost,theunwillingXanrythenfishedoutseventy-fivedollarsand

handedittoGeraldwhilesaying,“…Fine!Youwinsome,youlosesome!Here’sthemoney!”

TothinkthathehadtoreturnthemoneytoGeraldsoquickly!

Eitherway,GeraldwasnaturallynotdonewithXanryyet.Hewasn’tgoingtoletXanryoffwithamere

seventy-five-dollarloss!

Withthat,Geraldthenasked,“So,howaboutit,monitor?Doyoustillwishtocontinue?”

Nowthathewasn’tholdingbackanymore,Geraldnaturallywantedtocontinuethegame.

NotfindingitoddthatGeraldsuddenlylookedmuchmoreinterestedinthegame,Xanrysimplyreplied,

“Ofcoursewe’llcontinue!Afterall,we’veonlyplayedafewrounds!Iwon’tbegoingeasyonyouafter

this,Mr.Crawford!”

Hearingthatsamesentenceagain,Geraldfoundhimselfgettingincreasinglyfedupwiththosewords.

Xanrywaswaytooconfidentforhisowngood.However,themoreconfidenthewas,themorearrogant

hebecame,andwhenthathappened,Geraldknewforafactthatthingswouldn’tendwellforhim.

Withthat,bothofthemquicklybeganshakingtheirdiceagain.

WhileGeraldonlyshookhisdiceforaroundtwoseconds,Xanrycontinuedshakinghisowndiceforquite

awhile.Evenso,GeraldwasstillabletoeasilydiscernwhatXanry’sdicewere.Afterall,nomatterhow

longheshookhisdice,Xanrywouldn’tbeabletoescapeGerald’skeenhearing.Still,thefactthatXanry

thoughtthatshakinghisdicelongercouldconfuseGeraldwashonestlylaughable.



WhenXanryfinallystoppedrolling,hethendeclared,“It’sfinallymyturntostartfirst,Mr.Crawford!”

ThoughithadbeenawhilesinceGeraldhadlastplayed,heclearlyrememberedthattheonewhohad

losthadtherighttoshoutfirst.Thenagain,sowhatifXanrycouldshoutfirst?Itwasimpossibleforhim

towinintheend.Shakingthedicelongerwasprettymuchonlyawasteofenergy.

Regardless,GeraldwasquicklyabletotellthatXenry’sdiceshowedthreesixes,onefive,andonefour.

Sincehisdicerollsthisroundwasn’tallthatgreat,hischancesofwinninghadbecomeevenslimmer

thanbefore.

Followingthat,Xanrythenshouted,“Threetwos!”

Momentarilycaughtbysurprise,Geraldhadn’texpectedXanrytoactuallyshoutanumberthathedidn’t

evenhaveinhisroll.Italmostseemedlikehewastryingtotraphim…Ofcourse,Geraldwasn’taboutto

letXanryhavehisway.

Withthat,hechosenottoopenXanry’sdicejustyet.Ifhedid,itwouldjustbetooobvious.

Instead,Geraldshoutedoutthenumbersofhisowndice,thatbeing,“Threefives!”

Hearingthat,XanrywasdefinitelynotgoingtoopenGerald’sdice.Afterall,thepossibilityofhaving

threefiveswassimplytoolow.

Afterthat,Xanrythenyelled,“Fourfours!”

“Open!”declaredGerald.SinceGeralddidn’thaveasinglefour,ifhedidn’topennow,howmuchlonger

wouldhehavetowait?

WhileXanryfoundhimselfstunned,hequicklysnappedoutofitbeforeopeninghisdice…



DuetoGeraldnothavinganyfoursandXanryhavingone,itwasevidentthatXanryhadlostthisround

aswell.

Tothinkthatsuchresultswouldturnup…Hetrulyhadbroughtruinuponhimselfagain…

WatchingasXanry’sexpressionsoured,Geraldapologeticallysaid,“Sorrymonitor,guessIwinagain!”

ThoughXanrywasvexedoutofhismindwhenheheardthat,therewasnothinghecoulddo.Afterall,

bothJunoandRuthhadbeenwatchingthemplaythisentiretime.Itwasimpossibleforhimtogoback

onhisownbet.

Withthat,theresignedXanrycouldonlyreturntheremainingseventy-fivedollarsthathehadjustwon

backtoGerald.

Asthesayingwent,‘thingswouldalwaysreturntotheirrightfulowners’.

Withthehundredandfiftydollarsback,GeraldsmiledasheturnedtofaceXanrywhilesaying,“Ithink

weshouldn’tplayanylonger,monitor!It’snotgoodtogamblethismuch!”

Whilehiswordswerekind,GeraldwaswellawarethatsayingthatwouldonlyfurtherprovokeXanry

intoplayingmore.

“…Ofcoursewe’llcontinueplaying!I’veonlylostahundredandfiftydollars,youknow?I’lldefinitely

winthatamountbacklater!”repliedXanryinaconfidenttone.

Hearingthat,Geraldwasinstantlydelightedashethought,‘Tothinkthathe’sstilltryingtointimidate

me!Sinceit’scometothis,don’tblamemefortakingmoreofyourmoney!’



Somepeoplejustneededtobepersistentlyandmercilesslydealtwithforthepointtofinallygetacross

theirthickskulls.

Regardless,thetwoofthemthenpromptlystartedtheirnextround.

Throughouttheprocessofshakingtheirdice,XanrykeptacloseeyeonGerald.Tohisannoyance,

Geralddidn’tappeartohaveanytricksuphissleeve.Still,XanrysimplyhadafeelingthatGeraldwas

different,thoughhecouldn’tpinpointwhatmadeGeraldsospecial…

Whateverthecasewas,afterawhile,thetwoofthemstoppedshakingtheirdiceatthesametime.

Thistime,Geraldhadfourtwosandasingleone.Inthegame’sterms,suchresultswereknownas

‘leopard’sincesomanyofthediceyieldedthesamevalue.Xanry,ontheotherhand,hadfourthrees

andasingletwo.

Lookingatthevalueofhisowndice,Xanrycouldn’thelpbutsmileconfidently.

Seeingthat,Geraldthensaid,“Comeon,monitor!Afteryou!”

“Fourtwos!”declaredXanry,evidentlystilltryingtoframeGerald.Unfortunately,theonlywayhecould

succeedwithhisplanwasbygettingdefeatedbyGeraldagainthisround.

Naturally,GeraldwasnofoolsohesimplyyelledoutXanry’spoints,thatbeing,“Fourthrees!”

Uponhearingthat,Xanrycouldn’thelpbutfrownslightly.HowcouldGeraldhaveknownhisexact

points?

Quicklyshakingthethoughtoff—figuringthatGeraldhadjustyelledoutsomerandomnumbers—Xanry

thenshouted,“Fivetwos!”



“Oh?I’lladdonemorethen!Sixtwos!”yelledGeraldinreturn.

Uponhearingthat,Xanrywasstunned.TothinkthatGeraldwouldbethisquicktoact!

Regardless,nowthatGeraldhadcalledforsix,thesituationwasgettingmoreandmoredangerous.Ifhe

continuedshouting,hewasafraidthatGeraldwouldeventuallyopenhisdice.Withthatinmind,Xanry

couldonlychoosetoopenGerald’sdicefirst.

“…Fine!I’mopeningyours!Idon’tbelievethatyoucouldhavesixtwos!”grumbledXanryasherevealed

hisdicebeforestaringatGeraldconfidently.

Unfortunatelyforhim,nothingwentaccordingtoXanry’splans.

“Ohmy,I’mtrulysorry,monitor!ItappearsthatIreallyhavesixtwos!Whatmore,notonlydoIhavesix

ofthem,butIalsohavea‘leopard’!”declaredGeraldashesmuglylookedatXanry.

How…Howwasthispossible?!ItwastrulystupefyingtoXanry.

Whowould’veguessedthatGeraldwouldgetaleopard!NowonderGeraldhadshoutedthatoutso

confidently!Hehadcalculatedalltheoddsextremelycarefully!

Whateverthecasewas,thisfacttrulymadeXanrysufferagreatloss.

“…Fine!Youwinsome,youlosesome!”grumbledXanryashetookanotherseventy-fivedollarsout

fromhiswallet,unabletoplayanytricks.

Takingthemoney,GeraldthenhandedittoJunobeforesayingwithasmile,“Holdontoitforme,will



you,Juno?Afterall,it’sprobablyrarethatmonitoristhisgenerous!”

Uponhearingthat,Xanrywasinstantlyinfuriated.Whilehewasfilledwithresentment,thetruth

remainedthathehadlost,sohecouldn’tjustburstintoanger.Whatmore,ifheflewintoaragenow,

Xanrywasworriedthattheotherswouldstartclaimingthathewasn’twealthyenoughtoplaythegame,

andthatwasaformofhumiliationheneverwantedtoexperience.

Hehadjustlosttwohundredandtwenty-fivedollars.Itwasn’tmuchtohim,sohecouldsurelystillgo

on…!

BelievingthatXanrywouldn’twanttocontinueplayingaftersufferingsomanylosses,Geraldthen

lookedathimbeforeasking,“Areyougoingtoplaymore,monitor?”

“Butofcourse!Let’sresume!”declaredXanry.Athiscurrentstate,itwasclearthatXanryhadthe

temperamenttypicalofagambler.UnlesshewonagainstGerald,hewouldn’tbeabletoresteasy.

NotthatGeraldwascomplaining,ofcourse.HewantedtoseehowmuchmoreXanrycouldtake.

“Verywellthen,monitor!However,sinceyousuggestedthepreviousgame,Ithinkit’shightimeI

suggestedmyown.Whatdoyousayweswitchitupalittle?”askedGerald.

Uponhearingthat,Xanry—whowassurethathewouldbeabletodefeatGeraldnomatterwhatgame

hewantedtoplay—thensaid,“Iaccept!Dosharethedetailsofthegame!”

“It’squitesimple,really.We’llbothhavefivediceeach,andwe’llhavetoguessthepointsofour

opponent’sdice.Forexample,ifyouguessclosetothenumberofpointsIhave,thenyou’llwin.With

myloss,I’llhavetopayyouthedifferenceinpointsbetweentheactualpointsandtheamountyou

guessed,witheachpointsymbolizingfifteendollars.Whatdoyouthink?”explainedGerald.

FindingGerald’sgameintriguing,Xanryquicklyreplied,“Agreed!Let’sgowiththisthen!”



Forapersonwhoenjoyedgambling,they’dsurelyendupgettingaddictedextremelyquicklywithsuch

high-riskhigh-rewardgames.Ifitwasn’talreadyobviousenough,Xanrywassuchaperson,andhewas

trulyunfortunatethatGeraldwashisopponent.

Regardless,bothofthemquicklypickedtheirdiceupandbeganshaking…

Thesecondtheystopped,GeraldturnedtofaceXanrybeforesaying,“Afteryou!”

Hearingthat,Xanryinstantlywentwithahighvalue,stating,“Twenty-fivepoints!”

Geraldhimselfreplied,“Ahighguess!Well,Iguessthatyouhavenineteen!”

ThoughGeraldknewtheexactpointsXanrycurrentlyhad,hecouldn’tjustrevealthatnumber.While

GeraldhadtoalwaysmakesurehewasafewpointsaboveorbelowXanry’sscore,hewascertainthat

he’dstillbeabletotakeXanrydown.

Whateverthecasewas,nowthatthevalueshadbeenshoutedout,bothofthemdisplayedtheirdice

foreachothertosee…revealingtwentypointsonGerald’ssideandsixteenonXanry’sside.

ThismeantthatGeraldhadwonthisroundsinceGerald’sguesswasonlythreepointsshortofwhat

XanryhadrolledwhereasXanrywasfivepointsshort.

Smiling,GeraldthenlookedatXanrybeforesaying,“Well,guessI’vewon!Timetopayup,monitor!”

Nowfeelinggloomierthanbefore,XanryrealizedthatGeraldmustbeexperiencedinthegame.It

certainlyexplainedwhyGeraldhadchosenthisspecificgametoplaywithhim.



Still,nowthattheywerealreadyinthemiddleofthegame,therewasnowayhewasgoingtosuddenly

askforittostop.Doingsowouldonlyenduphumiliatinghim,andforXanry,hisdignityandpridewere

aboveallelse.Withthatinmind,hehandedyetanotherseventy-fivedollarstoGerald.

Whileitwastruethathewasrich,hisheartstillachedtohavetohandGeraldthatmoney.Afterall,

thoughthemoneyhehadlostwasnothingparticularlynoteworthytohim,thefactremainedthathe

hadn’twonasinglecentfromGerald.Xanryhadsimplybeenlosingmoneythisentiretime!

Geraldhimselfcouldn’treallybeblamed.Afterall,Xanrywastheonewhohadwantedtocontinue

playingthisentiretime.Xanrywassimplyreapingwhathehadsownforcontinuallytryingtooffend

Gerald.

Regardless,nowthatthisroundwasover,GeraldthenlookedatXanrybeforeasking,“So,onemore

round,monitor?”

Aftersufferingsomanylosses,Xanrycertainlydidn’twanttostickaroundanymore.

Bythispoint,heknewthatGeraldhadsomehiddenabilitythathadbeenallowinghimtowinsomany

timesinarow.XanryhadalsobecomeawarethatGeraldhadsimplybeenpretendingtobeweakthis

entiretime.Withthatinmind,itmadesensethathimconstantlylookingdownonGeraldwouldleadto

suchanoutcome!


