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Staring blankly at Ichika who stood up from the water in all her naked glory,
Solomon couldn’t control where his eyes were looking.

Instinctively, his gaze shifted to where it shouldn’t.

Suddenly, the entire hot spring seemed to fall silent. All he could feel was the
rush of his blood and the raging desire from within him.

After that, Solomon couldn’t remember what happened.

By the time he regained his senses, Ichika was sprawled on top of him. She was
hugging him so tightly that he could barely move her.

The next moment, she began to force her luscious lips on his.

Solomon froze before passion consumed both of them.

Meanwhile, outside Rejuvenation Spring, Sasha had brought the cleaner to a
different area.

“All right. Please clean this place up, as we will come over here later.” With that,
she took off her jeweled earrings and handed them to the cleaner.

Since her clothes and bag were left outside, she had no choice but to use what
she had on her.

The cleaner’s eyes widened in disbelief.

After Sasha and Lance had left, he started cleaning the place diligently.

As for Sasha, she began walking around the hot springs before picking up an
unnamed herb and some minerals. After that, she mixed it into the source of the
springs.

After more than ten minutes, Himari, who was still waiting anxiously for the news
outside Rejuvenation Spring, saw a beautiful lady with a vibrant smile approach
her.

“Ms. Minamoto, I finally found you. Come, I found a wonderful pool. Let’s go soak
in it together.”
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“But…”

Himari wanted to decline.

However, her attempt was futile, as Sasha had dragged her to the earlier hot
spring and pushed her in.

“Mrs. Hayes, where are you going?”

“Oh, I’m going to get my sister-in-law and my daughter. You should head in first,
and I’ll be right back.”

Sasha beamed from the outside.

Having no other choice, Himari entered alone.

Finally, she noticed a heavy mist surrounding the pool. In fact, the mist was even
more intense than the one she created. The moment she stepped in, she felt her
knees buckle.

“What’s going on? Mrs. Hayes…Mrs. Hayes?”

Stumbling around, she turned and wanted to leave.

However, she realized that the door had been closed and locked from the outside,
repeating what had happened at Rejuvenation Spring.

“That b*tch!”

When she finally realized she was tricked, she banged on the door furiously as
rage began to overwhelm her.

“Open the door, Sasha! Open the door! What are you trying to do? Do you know
that you’re in the Minamoto family’s territory? Do you have a death wish?”

Hehe! How dare she ask if I have a death wish?

By then, Sasha was already enjoying herself in an open-air hot spring. When she
heard the faint voice, she picked up her phone and made a call.

“Hello?”

“Mr. Nogita, I’m sorry, but I just saw your wife entering a hot spring with an
unknown man. Considering we’re related, I feel obliged to inform you.”

“Is that true?”

Itachi was outraged when he received the call.



Evidently, of all the people to mess with, one should never mess with the
Hayeses. Regardless of their men or women, all of them were extremely
terrifying. After all, anyone who survived the catastrophe they had been through
should never be trifled with.

Soaking in the hot spring, Sasha leisurely enjoyed the show that unfolded before
her.

Nevertheless, there was still something which she was dissatisfied about. She
found Himari’s screams too loud, as if she was a squealing pig waiting to be
slaughtered. In fact, it was so noisy that she felt bothered by it.

At the same time, she wondered how things were progressing back at
Rejuvenation Spring.

Obviously, she would not be able to hear the water splash no matter how loud
the sound could be.

When Itachi arrived at the scene fuming, the action inside the hot spring was still
going on. Hence, he kicked the door open and was greeted by the sight of his
wife whose hair was disheveled. She was being humped upon by a fat
middle-aged man beside the hot spring.

“What are you doing? Stop being a bad example.”

Out of nowhere, Sebastian appeared beside Sasha.

His expression turned grim the moment he saw the disgusting scene. He then
quickly covered Sasha’s eyes with his hand.

We have just been separated briefly, and she has already gotten her hands dirty.
It’s one thing setting a trap, but why does she need to personally appreciate her
work?

“Erm…”

After being criticized, Sasha blushed and turned away. She then buried her head
into Sebastian’s chest.
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By the time everything settled down, it was already one hour later.
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Himari, who could barely stand, was dragged out by her husband in front of
everyone.

Obviously, it was humiliating for her. Everyone had seen how she had disgraced
herself. Considering she was the eldest daughter of the Minamoto family, she
felt like killing herself at that moment.

As for the Hayeses, they sat and watch until two other figures arrived.

“Oh? Aunt Ichika and Uncle Solomon are out. Aunt Ichika, why is your face
flushing red?”

When Vivian saw both of them, she hurried over innocently.

Stumped, Ichika looked up to see everyone sitting in front of her. After
experiencing a life-changing event, she couldn’t help but blush scarlet. The
redness on her face intensified further.

As for Solomon, he just stood there awkwardly while Vivian was rendered
speechless by their reaction.

Instead, it was Sasha who waved at them frantically the moment she saw them.

“Solomon, Ichika, come over here quickly. Something has happened. You have to
help resolve it.”

What happened?

The naive Ichika ran over the moment she heard Sasha.

When she arrived, she saw her sister sitting on the ground looking disheveled.
Beside her was Itachi who wasn’t invited. At that moment, he was glaring at her
angrily.

“What’s going on? Himari, Itachi, what happened?”

“It’s all your fault, Ichika! You are the reason why all this is happening to me!”
Himari screamed hysterically all of a sudden.

Looking up from the ground, she stared daggers at Ichika, as if she was going to
tear her apart and grind her into mincemeat.

Ichika was stunned.

At that exact moment, one of the ladies stepped forward. When she saw how
unrepentant Himari was, she raised her feet and stomped it at Himari’s face.

“Argh!”



“Don’t you know any shame? How can you still blame others? I guess you deserve
a beating before you learn your lesson!”

The lady was none other than Sabrina.

As for Devin, his eyes twitched at the sight.

Just like the other men, all they did was watch and not interfere.

When Himari collapsed onto the ground vomiting blood, Ichika, in spite of her
naivety, finally noticed that something was amiss.

That’s right. I was feeling out of sorts at Rejuvenation Spring. That was why I
shamelessly threw myself at Solomon just now. Luckily, it turned out to be him. It
would have been a disaster if it were someone else.

All of a sudden, she had figured it out.

Widening her eyes, she questioned, “What did you do?”

“Hehe…What did I do? Ichika, why would I need to tell you that?”

When Himari saw that it was Ichika, she began to behave in an arrogant manner
despite being on the ground.

Is she taking advantage of Ichika’s good nature?

Infuriated by what she saw, Sabrina wanted to raise her hand at Himari again.

However, to everyone’s shock, it was the innocuous Ichika who reached out and
grabbed Himari by the throat.

“Are you going to tell me or not?”

Every word of hers was as sharp as a razor blade, causing a deafening silence to
descend upon the scene.

Everyone gaped at what had just happened. Even the usually calm Sebastian was
slightly taken by surprise.

It’s a surprise to see she’s no pushover at all.

However, that was just the beginning. When Himari didn’t comply, Ichika’s pupils
constricted as she stomped on her sister’s knee.

Crack!

“Argh!”



The moment her knee fractured, Himari let out an agonizing cry.

By then, even Devin was jolted by what just happened.

As a soldier, he knew that breaking someone’s knee with just a kick wasn’t an
easy attack to master.

“If you don’t want to confess, fine. I can pretend that it didn’t happen. However,
from now on, I won’t allow you to show your face in front of everyone as a
Minamoto because you are not worthy!” Ichika declared with her eyes filled with
rage.

In a blink of an eye, Himari’s other leg and her arms were broken by Ichika’s
vicious attacks. Everyone present was dumbfounded by Ichika’s ruthlessness.

In fact, they even felt a chill down their spine.

That was the most frightening scene they encountered after their previous
calamity.

Everyone had now seen for themselves that hidden beneath the innocent and
demure exterior of hers was a fearsome and ruthless character.

“Evidently, Giichi has a good eye.”

“Huh? Why?”

Still shaken by what they saw, the crowd turned to Sebastian after hearing his
comment.
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Sasha was one of them.

Does he know something we don’t?

Contrary to their expectations, Sebastian explained, “Isn’t it obvious? Only the
one who is trained by the warriors of the royal family possesses such skills.”

“The warriors of the royal family? Doesn’t that mean Ichika is the chosen heir of
the Minamoto family? My God! How could I have been so blind as to not realize
her distinguished position!”
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Being a knowledgeable person, Rufus widened his eyes when he heard
Sebastian’s words.

It went without saying that everyone else was equally shocked.

No one had expected a clueless girl like Ichika, who never had an agenda, to be
the heir to a noble family.

It was simply unbelievable to them.

The Hayeses aside, the paralyzed Himari couldn’t accept the fact too.

“What…What gives you the right to represent the Minamoto family? H-How are
you qualified to punish me?”

“Simply based on the fact that I’m the future head of the Minamoto family.
Himari, all this while, I’m aware that you are unsatisfied with Dad’s decision to
choose me as the heir. However, when I married Mr. Akiyama, I gave up the
position and convinced Dad to choose you as my replacement. But in the end,
what did you do? Hmm?” Ichika tore into Himari as she pointed her finger angrily
at her.

Himari was stunned.

S-She gave up her title as heir? No, that’s impossible. How could she be so stupid
as to give such a noble position up? No, she must be lying to me.

Himari refused to believe her. “You’re lying!”

“Why would I lie to you? Ever since I was young, my goal was for our family to be
happy. Instead, you wreaked havoc upon the family for the sake of the title. So
what if I gave up my position to you? Himari, a capable person doesn’t prove
themselves by their position. As long as we have a sense of duty and honor, our
family would still be proud of us. Just look at our grandma, Judith. Even though
she has left the country and started another family, the entire Minamoto family
still respects and admires her greatly.”

Ichika’s final sentence was so inspirational that Sasha couldn’t help but feel
humbled by it.

She suddenly realized that the one who carried Judith’s legacy was Ichika and not
her. It was obvious she wasn’t worthy of doing so yet.

At that moment, Ichika exuded an air of authoritativeness.

Everyone couldn’t help but feel in awe of her. As for Himari, her spirit was finally
broken as she collapsed onto the ground with her face pale as a sheet.

She was no longer able to get up.



And that was how things were.

Evidently, Sebastian was right. Between Giichi’s two daughters, it made sense for
him to choose Ichika as the heir.

Whether one was suited for the position or not was obvious from their character.

In the end, Himari was dragged away from the scene. As for Ichika, after watching
her sister being taken away, she shot a glance at the defiant Itachi. Biting her lip,
Ichika turned toward Solomon and ran up to him.

“Darling… Can I borrow some money? I would like to get rid of him.”

In a split second, her usual clueless self returned. In fact, she looked like a
cowardly rabbit.

Everyone was flabbergasted by the sudden change.

As for Solomon, his lips twitched for a moment before he took his phone out of
his bathrobe.

“There’s no need to borrow. Is five million enough?”

“Yes, it is!”

Ichika’s eye sparkled brightly.

Just a while ago, she looked terrifying when she was teaching Himari a lesson.
But when she raised her gaze again, she looked no different than a harmless
kitten.

With the phone in hand, she hurried back to Itachi.

“This is five million. With regards to what happened today, pretend that it never
did. From now on, my sister will never return to the Nogita family. You are free to
do whatever you please as long as you don’t commit anything that incriminates
yourself, or else…”

A cold glint flashed across her eyes, which sent a chill down Itachi’s spine.

After receiving the money, he left without any protest.

The crowd was speechless.

Before they regained their senses, Ichika carefully approached them. Lifting her
eyes, she swept her gaze across everyone present.

Before she even said anything, everyone had the sinking feeling that there was
no room to object to whatever she was going to say.



This is really frightening!

Fortunately, Ichika only requested everyone to not tell her parents about what
had happened. Also, she hoped that they would deal with the aftermath so that
the Minamoto family’s reputation would not be sullied any further.

Given that it wasn’t a problem at all, everyone nodded in agreement.

With that, she left with Solomon, while everyone else dispersed at the same
time.

Jonathan remarked, “This girl is really extraordinary. She exudes the same aura
as her grandma did.”
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Rufus concurred, “You’re right.”

He, too, agreed with Jonathan’s assessment.

Following behind them, Sasha couldn’t help but have mixed feelings.

Sensing her ambivalence, Sebastian asked, “What’s wrong? Are you upset that
they are comparing her to your grandma?”

Sasha blushed at once.

She wasn’t unhappy about it. She just felt that it was a shame that she wasn’t as
capable as they were.

“Everyone has their own strengths. You won’t have what she has, while she
doesn’t have what you do. Therefore, comparisons are pointless. In my heart, you
are already the best.”

Hearing his sweet words, Sasha couldn’t help but blush.

“Really?”

Sasha lowered her head to avert her gaze from Sebastian, her ears reddening.

After all, it was rare for him to whisper sweet nothings to her.
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Given his proud and egoistic character, he would prove his love to her through his
actions. Therefore, he had barely spoilt her with sweet talk ever since they met.

Sasha suddenly noticed that Sebastian, who was carrying Vivian on his back, had
stopped in his tracks abruptly.

“Hmm?”

Not paying attention, she almost walked right into him.

However, just before she regained her senses, Sebastian turned around. Looking
down at her with his dark obsidian eyes, he burst into hearty laughter.

“That’s right. Look, who else is as foolish as you are?”

“You…”

Sasha flew into a rage.

However, she broke into a smile in the end when her heart was melted by his
affectionate gaze.

That night, everyone stayed in a hotel in the vicinity of the hot springs.

As there were three couples within the group, Aoi had booked five rooms. Each
of the couples would have one room to themselves, while Jonathan would share
one with the two boys. As for the last room, it would be occupied by Rufus and
Lance.

With regards to Vivian, she would naturally sleep with Sasha in her room. After
all, it was a double room.

Meanwhile, when Ichika and Solomon arrived in their room, both of them
behaved awkwardly. No one knew how embarrassed they felt when they
regained their senses at the hot spring.

“D-Darling, why don’t you sleep on the bed? I’ll take the couch,” Ichika anxiously
suggested after sensing Solomon’s awkwardness.

She had hoped to defuse the tension in the air.

Just as expected, Solomon didn’t respond to what she said.

Nevertheless, he was visibly more relaxed than before.

However, Ichika couldn’t help but feel disappointed. Even though she was the
one who suggested it, she still wished for him to object. After all, they had
already made love to each other.



Unfortunately, he didn’t say anything about it.

It wasn’t until she grabbed her towel and headed for the bathroom that she
noticed there wasn’t any movement outside.

Is he not mentally prepared? After all, he has just recovered, and Dr. Wallen has
instructed him to take it slow.

With that thought in mind, Ichika wasn’t as upset as before.

However, the moment she turned on the shower and bathed under the flowing
water, she let out a scream.

When Solomon, who was in the room outside, heard the sound, he turned to look
in the direction of the bathroom. “What’s going on?”

However, the bathroom seemed to have fallen silent after the sound of the
shower had stopped. After a long while, there didn’t seem to be any movement.

Solomon was stumped.

After hesitating briefly, he decided to check it out.

“Ichika? What happened? Why did you stop showering? Are you all right?”

“Darling, it hurts.”

Finally, Ichika said something. However, her soft and pitiful tone made his heart
ache.

Hurts?

Solomon’s expression drastically changed.

Without any hesitation, he opened the bathroom door and hurried inside.

The moment he entered, he was greeted by a sensuous figure standing inside.
Staring at her flawless skin and alluring curves, he was mesmerized by what he
saw.

“Ichika, you…”

He turned his head away at once, thinking that she was going to react the same
way as she did in the hot spring.

However, right after he spoke, he heard the glass door slam shut. Ichika locked
herself inside and began to cry in frustration.



“Darling, I… I didn’t do it on purpose. It really hurts… It’s also broken…”

A few minutes later, Solomon finally covered Ichika with a towel and carried her
out to the bathroom countertop. After struggling with himself for a long time, he
bent down in front of her and awkwardly looked at where she complained the
pain was coming from.

It looks serious indeed.

Back at the hot spring, he was utterly consumed by the heavy mist. Consequently,
he unleashed all the lust he had upon her.

How long did I torment her for?

He could no longer remember. By the time he regained his senses, he had pinned
her against a boulder. Her face was covered in tears while she was on the brink of
losing her consciousness.

This is all my fault.

Solomon reprimanded himself before standing up. “In that case, you should wait
here. I’ll get some medication for you.”

When Ichika lifted her face, her cheeks were flushing red.
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“Where are you going to get it? We’re in the hills where there are no pharmacies.
Don’t tell me you’re going to see Sha?”

When the thought suddenly crossed her mind, she was so shaken that her body
began to tremble.

Solomon frowned in response.

“What are you thinking about? All right. Put on some thick clothes first, or you’ll
catch a cold.”

After grabbing her jacket and putting it on for her, he went out in search of
medicine.

Ichika was speechless.
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Tilting her head, she suddenly whipped up her phone and chatted up a good
friend of hers.

Ichika texted Hiromi: Hiromi, it’s me, Ichika. I have a question for you.

Hiromi replied: Hi, Ichika. It’s been awhile. Sure. Go ahead.

Evidently, pleasantries were important to Jetroinians no matter how close their
relationships were.

After hesitating for a while, Ichika gathered her courage and asked her question.

Ichika texted: Erm… Let me ask you. Is it terrible if a man doesn’t have
experience?

Hiromi responded: What? Ichika, you…

Ichika added: I’m just asking. It’s a hypothetical question.

Hiromi replied: Oh, all right. You have given me a fright. It’s actually normal. A
guy who is inexperienced will usually cause his partner pain. It was the same the
first time I did it with my boyfriend. After that, it hurt for a few days when I
walked.

Ichika replied: I see…

Although she was blushing intensely, she covered her mouth and burst into
laughter after seeing her friend’s reply.

She was feeling intense pain while her nether regions seemed to be hurt. Her
conclusion was that Solomon was someone inexperienced.

He’s inexperienced…

Elated by the thought, the pain she felt seemed to fade away.

Ten minutes later, Solomon finally returned. He had brought with him some
anti-inflammatory medication, antiseptic, and cotton swabs.

“Ichika, I’m back with the medication.”

“All right. Good.”

After secretly relishing in her delight, Ichika quickly collected herself so that
Solomon wouldn’t notice.

He entered the bathroom again and found it hard to breathe upon seeing the
sight before him.



The moment he stepped in, he saw Ichika sitting on the bathroom countertop. As
the heater was on, she was wearing the bathrobe loosely, so he could see the
hickeys on her fair skin underneath the bathrobe.

The hickeys…

His already darkened gaze intensified further.

The sight of how alluring she looked and her legs swinging off the floor fanned
the flames of desire within him.

“Does it still hurt?”

“Huh? Ah… Yes, it does.”

Ichika stopped swinging her legs abruptly.

Speechless, Solomon bent down in front of her and explained with a raspy voice,
“This is an antiseptic, so it will hurt a little. You’ll have to bear with it.”

After that, Solomon slid the cotton swab in.

Suddenly, she grabbed his hand to stop him, for she was fearful of pain.

“Darling, does it hurt a lot?”

“A little.” Solomon had no choice but to stop and reassure her.

However, Ichika still wasn’t willing to let go. Maintaining her posture in front of
him, she hesitated for a long while before murmuring, “In that case, I think I don’t
need it.”

Solomon furrowed his eyebrows.

“Why? You’re hurt. Isn’t it painful already?”

Solomon was clueless when it came to such matters. After all, he wasn’t a girl and
didn’t understand how their minds work.

It wasn’t until he realized how adamant Ichika’s refusal was that he finally
relented. By then, her shy expression had turned into one that was pale with
panic.

“Close your eyes.”

“What?”

Ichika widened her eyes instead.



The next moment, she felt a masculine hand reach over and sweep her eyes close.
After that, Solomon dipped his finger into the antiseptic before inserting it into
her.

“Ahh…” Ichika groaned. She felt a stinging pain from the antiseptic the moment
it came into contact with her private part.

Meanwhile, Solomon was jolted the moment his finger felt the tenderness in her.

It caused his body to freeze awkwardly.

Obviously, he remembered the raunchy rendezvous in the hot spring.

As a man, it was impossible for him to forget the taste of the forbidden fruit once
he had tried it.

Therefore, it was natural for him to be turned on when he touched Ichika.

Collecting himself at once, Solomon continued to focus on applying the
medication for Ichika.

Just as he was gently rubbing her, she suddenly let out a moan above his head.

Solomon was stumped as the bathroom fell silent.

When Ichika realized what just happened, she was so embarrassed that she
wanted the ground to open up and swallow her whole.

“Darling, I… I…”
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