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Chapter 1076 This Is Just The Beginning 

“Helma promised to let Dream be in charge of designing her exclusive jewelry, but I 
guess this is not happening anymore. Not only that, but it will also become more difficult 
for us to penetrate the luxury market because of the fallout.” 

Natalie was a businesswoman through and through. From her calculation, this fiasco 
had not only offended many but had also dealt her business a heavy blow. These were 
all the consequences of rejecting Bastien. 

Yandel replied seriously, “Boss, I know you feel it’s a shame to lose the deal, but you 
managed to save yourself. Bastien’s move was risky and dangerous. It’s not easy 
circumventing a thorny situation like that.” 

“Indeed.” Natalie nodded in agreement. Bastien was Loang’s prince. His status was 
closely tied to the royal family. Although Natalie had a solid reason not to marry Bastien, 
turning him down at an event like that was a disgrace to the royal family. 

Natalie thought about what Yandel said and felt surreal that she managed to get herself 
out of the situation in one piece. 

Bastien liked her, and unlike his father, Mikhail, whom the people had mixed sentiments 
about, Bastian was unusually down to earth. 

He was easygoing and did not, in any way, make things difficult for Natalie. Neither did 
he rebuff Natalie after what happened, let alone punish her. 

Natalie was deeply perplexed. She felt there was more to things than met the eye. 

Deep down, she felt like the party the night before was just a prelude to a storm, and 
that was just the beginning of a disaster. 

For the whole morning, Natalie could not concentrate on work. 

Meanwhile, Franklin, Sophia, Xavian, Clayton, and Yumi were all in the same classroom 
at the kindergarten. 

Their brilliance, appearance, and good behavior set them apart from the other children, 
who would often cry and fight among themselves. 

The teachers favored the five children because it was easy handling them and gave 
them free rein in class. 

They could do whatever they wanted as long as they stayed in the kindergarten. 



So, Franklin, Xavian, and Clayton each took out their laptops and did their own thing. 

Franklin looked into futures and stock indices while Clayton checked out the latest 
artwork. 

As for Xavian, he was coding to hack a forum of some unethical company. 

Since Yumi and Sophia were uninterested in what the boys were doing, they went out to 
the field to enjoy the sunlight while they played blowing bubbles. 

As they played, a short-haired woman slowly approached. 

More specifically, she was walking toward Sophia—her target. 

That’s Natalie’s daughter. Since I can’t do anything to Natalie, I’ll take Sophia with me. I 
don’t believe Natalie will be so cold-hearted as to sacrifice her own child. 

Information about the four children was classified, so retrieving them was hard. Still, 
motivated by the determination to avenge Gale, that woman had already hidden 
undercover in Chanaea and Loang for two whole months. She was waiting for that 
moment to arrive when she could finally seek revenge for Gale. 

“Yumi! Blow a bubble! They look so pretty!” Sophia suggested before puffing out a 
transparent bubble. 

Yumi nodded firmly. “Let me do that too!” 

Although the two girls saw the woman from the corners of their eyes, they did not pay 
much attention to her, thinking that she was a new teacher at the kindergarten. They 
were unaware that danger was encroaching. 

Zophie walked up behind Sophia and covered her face with a towel doused with 
chemicals, but Yumi turned and saw her. 

“You!” 

Zophie’s pupils shrank as she stared at the girl in disbelief. 

Zophie remembered the girl, for she once saw a photo of her when Gale was on a 
mission. 

He showed her the picture and told her that that girl held the key to a secret that could 
completely upend Loang’s royal family, so much so that King ordered him to find the 
girl, no matter what. 

Yet, after Gale was bombed to death, King entrusted the mission to someone else. 



Never in her wildest dream would Zophie imagine that she would bump into that girl 
when she was kidnapping Sophia. 
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Chapter 1077 She Is A Kidnapper 

Yumi saw Zophie holding a wet towel and cried out in warning, “She’s a kidnapper, 
Sophia! Quick, run!” Upon hearing that, Sophia instinctively jerked her head around. At 
once, Zophie’s malicious countenance entered her line of sight. 

“N-No…” Dropping the bubble machine in her hand, Sophia whirled around to sprint 
away. 

Zophie’s eyes glinted maliciously. She clapped the drug-doused wet towel over 
Sophia’s mouth. Merely two to three seconds later, Sophia passed out on the ground 
after inhaling the specialty drug. 

“Sophia!” Yumi never expected the woman to do such a thing to Sophia, and she 
inevitably stood frozen on the spot. Should I stay and save Sophia or try to flee and 
phone Mommy to have her save Sophia? 

She was so anxious that tears shimmered in her eyes. After a moment’s hesitation, she 
decided to attempt an escape. With my efforts alone, I won’t be able to save Sophia. 
That aside, I’m also likely to lose my life! 

Having thought things through, she took to her heels. Zophie narrowed her eyes, 
hissing through gritted teeth, “You want to run? I’ve finally found you, so where do you 
think you’re going?” 

Yumi heard what Zophie said, but she already had no other way out right then. All she 
could do was speed up and try her best to lose the woman. 

However, a five-year-old child couldn’t possibly outrun an adult no matter how well-
developed her muscles were. In no time, Zophie grabbed her collar from behind. 

“L-Let go of me! What do you want?” Yumi shrieked, her eyes red-rimmed. 

“I was actually targeting that little girl, but I unexpectedly found you here. What a stroke 
of luck! I didn’t have to expend any effort at all. You’re far more valuable than that little 
girl!” Zophie’s lips curved into a sneer. 

“Let… go of me!” Yumi flailed her limbs. Unwilling to admit defeat, she snarled, “Our 
mommy will never let you go when she knows you’re treating me and Sophia in such a 
manner!” 



“Mommy?” Zophie was promptly startled. 

Seemingly realizing her slip of the tongue, Yumi hastily zipped her mouth and said 
nothing further. 

Zophie, on the other hand, slowly got the picture. She stared at Yumi, her smile turning 
all the more sinister. “Like Sophia Bowers… you call that woman ‘Mommy?’ It looks like 
I really shouldn’t have underestimated her. No wonder we couldn’t find you even after 
searching every inch of Chanaea. It turns out that she hid you away and spirited you to 
Loang, putting you right under our noses!” 

At her remark, understanding dawned upon Yumi. 

She was probably one of those who once hunted me down in Loang! 

Mistakenly assuming that the woman knocked Sophia out because of her, she struggled 
all the more wildly, just like an aggressive little beast. 

“Let me tell you that I’m the person you’re seeking! It has nothing to do with Sophia and 
the rest! Just take me away. I’ll go with you, but you’re not allowed to hurt them! Do you 
hear me?” 

Zophie didn’t expect a child to have such strength when she was struggling. 

Yumi’s cries were too loud, so she feared they would attract attention. She hurriedly 
used the same wet towel to cover her nose and mouth. Similarly, Yumi’s struggles 
weakened in the blink of an eye. In the end, her hands went limp in Zophie’s arms. 

Dipping her head, Zophie glanced at the little girl in her arms. Then, she looked over her 
shoulder at the little girl on the grass. 

If I were to take both of them away at the same time, the difficulty would almost double 
compared to my initial plan. Therefore, I can only take one of them if I want to leave 
safely. Should I take Sophia? Or should I go with this little girl in my arms? 

After mulling it over, she decided that taking the latter would be more beneficial. 

With Yumi in her arms, Zophie strode out of the kindergarten. 

Soon, it was the kindergarten’s breaktime. 

Franklin, Xavian, and Clayton left the library and went to look for Yumi and Sophia. 
Alas, they found Sophia unconscious on the grass. 

“Sophia! Can you hear me? Wake up!” Franklin crouched and shook Sophia. 
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Chapter 1078 Do Not Give Yumi Up 

Sophia’s head spun. Her eyelids only twitched when she heard her brother calling out to 
her. The instant she opened her eyes, she was greeted by the sight of Franklin’s 
anxious expression. 

“F-Franklin…” Ugh! I feel so dizzy. What’s going on here? 

Balling her hands into fists, she thumped her head incessantly, forcing herself to recall 
the events that transpired earlier. “Why are you alone, Sophia? Wasn’t Yumi playing 
with you? Why did I only see you here? Where is she?” Franklin inquired, helping her 
up. 

Following his reminder, Sophia’s memories surged to the forefront. In utter panic, she 
exclaimed, “Oh no, Franklin! Yumi was knocked out by that evil woman! She was 
initially targeting me, but Yumi saved me.” 

Xavian and Clayton rushed over. When they didn’t see Yumi, their faces immediately 
darkened frightfully. “What happened next, Sophia? Where’s Yumi?” 

Sophia bit her lip hard as she attempted to recall some leads, but her memories 
stopped at the point where she collapsed to the ground after having been smothered 
with a wet towel. 

While she was lying on the ground, she vaguely saw the woman rendering Yumi 
unconscious. 

So overwrought that her eyes went scarlet like a rabbit’s, she frantically clutched 
Franklin’s arm. “She must have been taken away by that evil woman! She’s in extreme 
danger now! She was taken away in my stead, so you all must figure out a way to save 
her!” 

Franklin, Xavian, and Clayton looked at each other. 

We probably can’t depend on the teachers. If they were of any use, that evil woman 
wouldn’t have possibly been able to enter the kindergarten so easily. At the moment, we 
must contact Mommy at once regarding this matter! 

As the eldest among them all, Franklin swiftly made the division of tasks. 

“Xavian, go and check the kindergarten’s surveillance footage right away. See whether 
you can find any leads about that woman’s identity. Clayton, you go and inform the 
kindergarten about Yumi’s disappearance. As for me, I’m going to keep Sophia 



company here and also convey this information to Mommy. Although Yumi isn’t related 
to us by blood, we can’t give her up!” 

Nodding, Xavian and Clayton started going about their tasks respectively. 

Meanwhile, Franklin whipped out his phone from his pocket and gave Natalie a call. 

When Natalie was handling the final document, she glimpsed a call from Franklin 
flashing on her phone screen. 

At this hour, they should all be studying at the kindergarten. Why would they call me out 
of the blue? They’re usually exceedingly obedient and independent. If it isn’t something 
decidedly tricky, they seldom take the initiative to phone me. 

The veins at her temples pulsed. Without an ounce of hesitation, she answered the call. 

“Hello—” 

“Mommy, it’s me, Franklin! Today, a woman broke into the kindergarten. She wanted to 
kidnap Sophia, but for some unknown reason, she changed her target, knocking out 
and taking Yumi away,” Franklin reported, cutting straight to the chase. 

“What?” 

Hearing that, Natalie frowned deeply. Unadulterated shock surfaced in her eyes. 

Yumi has been kidnapped! 

“Is there any blood at the scene?” Natalie demanded. 

“No. Yumi was probably not hurt, but I don’t know whether that will remain true.” 
Franklin’s breathing turned heavy. 

“Okay, I got it. All four of you are to stay together. Do not go anywhere else alone. I’ll 
have Yandel come over and protect you all. Each and every one of you is my 
weakness,” Natalie said, trying to console him. 

Franklin clenched his hands tightly into fists. 

Ultimately, he mustered his courage and pleaded, “Mommy, don’t give Yumi up.” 

“Huh?” 

Natalie was stunned for a moment, never having expected her son to say such a thing. 



“Mommy, while she isn’t our biological sister… I hope she can return safely…” Franklin 
uttered with much difficulty. 

Abruptly comprehending why he was making such a comment, Natalie declared 
resolutely, “Franklin, since I adopted her, I’ll naturally treat her the same as Sophia. No 
matter the circumstances, I’ll never abandon her!” 

After Franklin received that reply from her, his voice was no longer as tense and 
depressed. “Don’t worry about us, Mommy. Go and save her. As the eldest, I’ll take 
good care of Xavian, Clayton, and Sophia.” 

“Okay,” Natalie answered. 
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Chapter 1079 Too Dangerous To Act Alone 

Hanging up the phone, Natalie instantly made a call to Yandel using the internal 
line. Yandel noticed something amiss with her expression. “What’s wrong, Boss? Did 
something happen that you called me over so urgently?” 

Natalie made a shushing gesture at the man. Catching on to her meaning, Yandel 
allowed her some space. Natalie massaged her throbbing temples, forcing herself to 
calm down before making any specific decisions. 

Otherwise, her rationality would be affected by her emotions, and that would only be 
detrimental to Yumi’s rescue. A long moment later, she sensed some of her clarity 
returning. 

Only then did she begin, “Yumi had been kidnapped by an unidentified woman, her 
whereabouts currently unknown. I need you to head to the kindergarten now and pick 
Franklin, Clayton, and the others up, ensuring their absolute safety! I have to figure out 
a way to save Yumi. It’s naturally best if I can accomplish that. But if otherwise, I can 
only wait for that woman to contact me.” 

However, Yandel was worried about her safety. “Should I have Lia take care of the kids 
instead, Boss? I’ll stay by your side. No matter what, I should be of some help!” 

“No,” Natalie declined without even thinking about it. “Boss—” 

“The kids are my everything. If anything else were to befall any one of them, I wouldn’t 
be able to focus on saving Yumi. You’re the person I trust most, Yandel. Entrusting the 
kids to you is equivalent to me handing you half my life!” Natalie patted Yandel on the 
shoulder. 

“But it’s too dangerous for you to act alone,” Yandel protested. 



In order to reassure the man, Natalie drawled with a chuckle, “Don’t worry about me. Do 
you still not understand me after having been with me for so long? I’m not foolish, nor 
am I thoughtless. I won’t jump into a trap so easily. Contrarily, those who want to make 
a move against me should first consider their future and destiny.” 

At the sight of the faint smile playing on her lips, the corners of Yandel’s lips inexorably 
turned up. 

That’s true. How could I have doubted her, of all people? 

He had never believed in miracles in the past, but after having gone through so much 
with her, he deeply understood that when someone was sufficiently hard on herself and 
staunch enough to go against fate, miracles would really take place. 

“Got it.” Putting his worried expression away, he stated firmly, “Don’t worry. I’ll take 
good care of Franklin, Sophia, and the others.” 

“Thank you.” 

Thus, Yandel went to the kindergarten to pick the four children up. 

In the meantime, Natalie combed through her memories. 

Who would want to make a move against Sophia and Yumi? The possibility of them 
being the targets are low. Instead, it’s highly likely that they’re gunning for me. I made 
an enemy of the Jones family and the Leitz family in Loang. With regard to the former, 
Olivia and Bridger have already been detained and are currently awaiting sentencing. 
As for the latter, they had just learned that I’ve got kids. I encrypted the kids’ identities, 
so they couldn’t possibly have located them so quickly even if they sent someone to 
investigate the matter. Who could it be, then? Bastien? But if he really wanted to take 
revenge against me, he would’ve picked Sophia instead of a kid with no blood ties to 
me. 

Failing to make head or tail of things, she could only phone Jerome and seek his help in 
the end. 

Right then, Jerome was detailing the military rehearsal to Bastien. 

“Aforementioned is the deployment strategy of our military forces, Prince Jonathan.” 

Bastien scanned his eyes over the strategy proposal before nodding. “Just execute it as 
detailed.” 

Whenever Jerome reported work matters to his superiors, he handed his phone to his 
adjutant for safekeeping. But he had instructed the latter to inform him at once if he 
received a call from Natalie, no matter the situation. 



After glimpsing the caller ID, Jerome’s adjutant went over to him and murmured, “It’s a 
call from Ms. Natalie, Major General Sutton.” 

The instant his words rang out, Jerome’s expression changed. 

Even Bastien’s pupils constricted, his dark gaze falling on the phone in the adjutant’s 
hand. 
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Chapter 1080 Where Did You Hide It 

His eyes glinting, Bastien questioned coldly, “Why aren’t you answering the call, Major 
General Sutton?” 

Jerome glanced at his phone. “Please excuse me while I take this call, Prince 
Jonathan.” 

Toying with the pen in his hand, Bastien queried solemnly, “Why are you excusing 
yourself? If you continue dragging your feet, the call will be disconnected soon, Major 
General Sutton. Just answer the call here. I don’t mind.” 

Despite his seemingly nonchalant words, his tone carried an inexplicable hint of 
coercion. “Prince Jonathan—” 

“Are you suspecting that I’ll eavesdrop on your military intelligence?” Bastien placed the 
pen in his hand down, his countenance turning flinty in a flash. 

“Of course not.” “In that case, answer the call in front of me.” Left with no other 
recourse, Jerome could only take the call before Bastien. “Hello, Natalie.” 

Natalie’s voice promptly drifted out of the phone. 

“Jerome, Yumi was kidnapped by a woman at the kindergarten. When the woman 
entered the kindergarten, Sophia was with Yumi, but she let Sophia go and took Yumi 
away. I’ve pondered for a long time, but I can’t think of anyone who’d do such a thing. I 
don’t have any leads at the moment, so I’d like to seek your help to investigate this 
matter.” 

Knowing Yumi’s importance to her all too well, Jerome hastily promised in all solemnity, 
“Don’t worry. I’ll help you.” “Thank you.” 

Subsequently, the call was disconnected. Jerome put his phone away and said to 
Bastien, “Prince Jonathan, please excuse me as I’ve got some personal matters to 
handle.” 



In response, Bastien nodded. “You may be dismissed.” Shortly after Jerome had left, 
Bastien got to his feet. 

“Send someone to keep an eye on him and see what exactly Natalie wanted him to 
investigate,” he instructed Joseph beside him. 

Aware that the man still couldn’t forget Natalie after she declined his offer of marriage, 
Joseph could only answer with a dip of his head, “Understood.” 

Then, he left. 

Bastien, on the other hand, couldn’t help walking over to the window. As he gazed out 
at the darkening sky, his long and slender fingers clutched at the window frame. 

Never had I expected Natalie to be so familiar with Jerome. Sure enough, there are too 
many things about her that go beyond my expectations. Anyhow, I’ve already made up 
my mind to bag her! No matter her past or the reprehensible means I’ve got to stoop to 
in order to have her, I’ll never change my mind! 

Meanwhile, Yumi was jolted awake by cold water that was thrown right into her face 
with a splash. 

Splash! 

Her thick eyelashes fluttered as she slowly roused. 

As soon as she opened her eyes, she was greeted by the sight of Zophie’s grim and icy 
face. Such fear struck her that her heart lurched. 

“I-It’s you…” 

Upon seeing that she was awake, Zophie pinched her chin and sneered, “You’re 
awake?” 

“What do you want… with me? Let go of me… Let me go!” Yumi’s chin hurt from the 
woman’s grip, and tears escaped her eyes unbidden. 

Conversely, Zophie shot daggers at her. 

“Spit it out! Where did you hide that jade key?” 

Jade key? 

Yumi’s pupils abruptly constricted, and her eyes brimmed with panic. 



Ever since she escaped to the orphanage and was taken in, no one hunted her down 
anymore. Even after Natalie adopted her later, no similar incident transpired. 

She thought they had given up pursuing her, so she was finally safe, but she never 
expected to be caught in Loang in the end. 

“I… I don’t know what you’re saying! What key are you going on about? Keys are only 
ever iron. How could there be a jade key?” Yumi countered stubbornly. 

She wanted to play dumb to fool Zophie, but the latter had long since seen her picture 
at Gale’s residence and knew that she couldn’t have gotten the wrong person. 
Sneering, she continued tightening her grip. 

“You’re still playing dumb with me and lying to me?” 

Terror inundated Yumi, but she knew that she could only keep herself alive by holding 
firm to that lie. 

“J-Jade key? I really don’t know what you’re talking about!” 

“Brat, it seems that you’re not going to speak the truth without me forcing it out of you. 
The jade key is exceedingly crucial, yet I didn’t find it even after searching you from 
head to toe earlier. Where exactly did you put it? Or… did you entrust it to Natalie for 
safekeeping?” 

 


