
Departure with a Belly Chapter 526 

Departure with a Belly Chapter 526 

 

Chapter 526 For Your Sake 

“No way.” Alaric looked at Victoria with a darkened gaze. “Grandma is old, and you 

need rest. What if you faint in the bazaar? They can’t look after you.” 

“I know I may not be physically fit, but I doubt I’m so weak that I’ll just faint in the 

bazaar,” Victoria replied speechlessly. After all, she felt a lot better than she was the 

day before after waking up. Therefore, she believed she should be fine visiting the 

bazaar, only to be frustrated and disappointed to hear Alaric’s disagreement about her 

decision. 

In fact, the reason behind the disagreement between the two of them was that they 

were too worried about each other. Due to Alaric’s wounds, Victoria wanted him to have 

enough rest, or he could suffer from a rupture every day, which could delay his 

recovery. On the other hand, Alaric was aware of Victoria’s poor health due to her 

improper diet. While the bazaar was crowded with people, it would make it even more 

troublesome if she fainted there, not to mention the fact that it would panic his 

grandparents. 

Despite the care they had for each other, neither of them was willing to give in, even 

though they knew they could put themselves in a situation that could threaten their 

health. After a few moments, the duo still couldn’t settle their argument until Mary came 

knocking on the door. 

“Victoria, Alaric. Are you both ready?” 

When Victoria heard Mary’s voice, she said, “I’m ready, Mom, but Alaric isn’t coming 

with us.” 

“What?” Mary was stunned when she learned that Alaric was not coming with them. 

Before she could respond, the door was suddenly open, whereupon her son’s glacial 

look appeared right in front of her. 



Alaric spoke with a chilly voice, his hand still on the door like he was trying to block 

something. “Mom, Victoria isn’t going to tag along either.” 

Mary was stunned upon hearing the duo’s response, wondering what was going on 

between them. 

“I want to go, Mom.” Victoria’s voice came from behind Alaric. Nonetheless, Mary could 

tell that Victoria was trying to circle around Alaric to talk to her, but because Alaric kept 

getting in her way, she couldn’t come any closer to her. “Move, Alaric. I’m going out. So, 

step aside.” 

Alaric answered coldly, “If you don’t let me come along, we should both stay home.” 

“I’m doing that for your sake.” 

“I could 

say 

the same for myself.” 

“How unreasonable!” Victoria began to lose her temper. 

“Say whatever you want.” Alaric pursed his lips. While he would usually apologize first in 

almost every argument with Victoria, it seemed that he was pretty adamant about not 

giving in this time. 

“Step aside, Alaric. If you don’t step aside, I’m going to miss the bazaar.” 

“Good. That means you can forget about it.” 

“Alaric!” 

ww 

Mary squinted when she witnessed the quarrel between Alaric and Victoria. “What’s 

wrong with both of you? Why won’t either of you let the other go to the bazaar?” As 

soon as her question was heard, Alaric and Victoria simultaneously went silent. It was 



then that Mary sensed something amiss between them. As the aura she radiated grew 

stronger and more dominating, she folded her arms and stared at her son and daughter-

in-law. “What’s going on? Is there something you two are hiding from me?” 

“You! Tell me.” Mary shifted her gaze to Alaric when Victoria only responded with a 

silent blink. 

Alaric pursed his lips and answered with a glacial look on his face. “She just came back 

from overseas and is still weak, so I don’t want her to exhaust herself.” 

Mary agreed with her son’s point. After all, Victoria’s skinny physique and sickly look 

made her look like she was unwell and weak. Thus, she understood why Alaric wouldn’t 

allow her to go to the bazaar. Nevertheless, she quickly became curious about why 

Victoria didn’t want him to leave home. “What about you then?” She then stared at her 

son with a piercing gaze. “Why does Victoria want you to stay home?” 

When Alaric pursed his lips without saying a word, Mary raised her voice and sized her 

son up, wondering if he was hiding anything about his injury from her. “What’s wrong? 

The cat got your tongue or something?!” At the thought of that possibility, Mary couldn’t 

help but feel speechless about it. Nonetheless, despite the pressure that Mary was 

imposing on him, Alaric still refused to talk, forcing his mother to turn her attention to 

Victoria, to whom she showed a gentle smile. 

“It looks like he won’t talk. Why don’t you tell me more about it, Victoria?” Mary sounded 

like she was trying to coax a child into telling the truth. 

“Fine…” Victoria helplessly said upon noticing Mary’s expression. 

Upon hearing Victoria’s compromise, Alaric frowned in a worried manner, nervously 

wondering how his mother would react if she learned the truth from her. Just as he was 

hesitating about what to do, he heard Victoria say, “Mom, I don’t want him to come 

along because he doesn’t want me to.” 

As soon as he heard Victoria’s response, Alaric’s furrowed brows began to relax. He 

then gave her a loving look, appreciating just how quick she was on her 

feet. That’s actually a perfect answer. 



As Alaric expected, Mary was stunned for a few seconds upon hearing Victoria’s 

answer, which was a lot different from the one she expected. After all, she was 

expecting to hear an answer that Alaric had been hiding from her about his injury, 

thinking there was no other reason for them to seem so worried about each 

other. Phew, so that’s the truth! What a relief! 

Well, the show must go on. Looking frustrated, Victoria said, “Mom, if I can’t go, he can’t 

go 

either.” 

“Um…” Mary had no idea what she should say next. 

Alaric directly said, “I’ll just stay home and look after her and the kids.” 

After hearing Alaric’s words, Mary began to agree with her son’s point. After all, she 

didn’t think Victoria’s health would make it fit for her to go to a place like a bazaar, 

although she was initially planning to have a family trip. 

I wouldn’t want to be responsible for anything that could happen to Victoria. At the same 

time, she was also worried about leaving Victoria alone at home, which was why she 

deemed it was the right thing for Alaric to stay home with her. As for the kids, she also 

thought it would be better for them to stay home with their parents because they could 

easily go 

missing in a crowded place like the bazaar. 

At the thought of that, Mary said, “Sure, in that case, you can wait at home for us to 

come back while I go to the bazaar with them. Tell me what you need, and I’ll be sure to 

get them for you.” 

Soon, Alaric went on to tell Mary about the thin pajamas that Victoria was wearing, 

whereupon his mother agreed to buy two pairs of pajamas that were thicker for Victoria. 

Then, she went on to ask whether there was anything else they needed. “Are you sure 

there is nothing else you need?” Mary pondered for a second and asked to which Alaric 

nodded in response. “Alright then, I’ll keep an eye out for it when I get there.” 



Alaric shook his head. “No need for that. We’ll be leaving in a few days’ time.” 

“Oh yeah, you’re right. It’s not like you guys are going to be staying here for a while. 

Indeed, you don’t need that much stuff. In that case, I’ll just buy two sets of pajamas 

then,” Mary replied. 

“Thanks, Mom.” 

As soon as Mary left, Victoria immediately glared at Alaric. In the meantime, Alaric was, 

of course, happy with the news that Victoria was told to stay home. Nevertheless, when 

she glared at him unhappily, he only responded with a smile and walked off before she 

could throw a tantrum at him “I’ll go get the kids.” 

Chapter 527 Sad Memories 

Although Victoria initially wanted to lecture Alaric, she somehow calmed down when he 

volunteered to bring the kids over. As soon as Alaric was gone, she returned to the 
room and tidied up her clothes instead. 

Ten minutes later, Alaric came over with the children. When the kids saw Victoria, they 

immediately ran up to her and gave her an intimate hug, like they had not seen her for a 
long time. “Mommy!” 

In the meantime, Victoria had been missing Nathan and Nicole for the whole night since 
she met them the day before. Therefore, when she felt them in her arms, she was 
overwhelmed with joy and euphoria. As the children were enjoying their mother’s 
cuddle, they suddenly thought of something and asked, “Where are Grandma and the 
rest?” 

“They went out.” Alaric crouched down in front of Victoria and caressed the children’s 
heads. While Victoria nodded upon hearing Alaric’s response, the man went silent for a 
few seconds and added, “The kids wanted to tag along to the bazaar. They were 
curious.” 

Victoria paused and looked at the children. “Do you two really want to go to the 
bazaar?” 

When Nathan and Nicole heard their mother’s question, they nodded, only to shake 
their heads shortly after. They then seized her arm and said, “We’re not going anywhere 
without you, Mommy.” 

“That’s right. We want to stay with you, Mommy.” 



The children’s heart-warming words put a bright smile on Victoria’s face, filling her heart 
with love and strength. “Alright then, keep your promise and stay with me, kids.” 

Although they didn’t tag along with Mary to the bazaar, Alaric suggested that they could 
go on a family trip, since they had nothing to do at home. While Victoria was going to 
agree at first, she quickly changed her mind at the thought of Alaric’s injury. Due to that, 
she believed it was best for Alaric to stay in bed and rest for the next few days. After all, 
when she was taking a rest in the past few days, it was Alaric who stayed awake 
looking after her day and night at the cost of his own. physical welfare. Therefore, 
Victoria felt obligated to let him rest in return now that she was already awake, which 
was why she quickly rejected Alaric’s suggestion. 

“Maybe not. You need to rest more.” 

Alaric raised his eyebrows upon hearing that. “I had a pretty good rest last night. You 
tended to my wound, after all. It’s getting better.” He chose his use of words wisely so 
that his children wouldn’t understand the context. 

“So, what? You still need to rest.” Victoria pursed her lips. 

“It wouldn’t hurt for us to hang out for a bit, would it?” 

“No way.” 

The children were trying to fathom the context of the conversation between their 
parents. Soon, Nicole looked up and asked, “What are you talking about, Mommy, 
Daddy?” 

Victoria then looked down and smiled, saying, “When the grown-ups are talking, 
children are not supposed to interfere.” 
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Meanwhile, Alaric’s heart was racing rapidly when he heard the children calling Victoria 
and him Mommy and Daddy. After all, Victoria had previously not allowed them to call 
him Daddy, insisting that it was not time for that to happen yet. Nevertheless, the two of 
them grew closer to each other when Victoria suffered from amnesia, much to Alaric’s 
surprise. Despite the joy that he was feeling at the thought of that, he was quickly put 
down by his wild imagination which made him wonder whether Victoria would regret it 
when she recovered from amnesia. Will she tell the children to stop calling me 
Daddy by then? Alaric thought to himself, keeping his feelings hidden inside his heart. 

Nicole pouted in dissatisfaction when she heard Victoria’s words, but on the other hand, 
Nathan appeared to be rather calm. Then, as Victoria exchanged gazes with him, she 
couldn’t help but notice the similarities in his eyes and Alaric’s. Besides, the two of them 
also rarely expressed their own feelings, which was especially obvious when she 



compared Nathan to Nicole. While Nicole was curious and talkative, Nathan only looked 
back at Victoria calmly. 

How do I describe that feeling? It almost looks like Nathan understands the 
conversation between me and Alaric. Despite the thought of that, Victoria didn’t find it 
surprising, knowing both her children were smart and witty, including Nicole, although 
she usually couldn’t care less about it. 

While Victoria didn’t agree with the trip, Alaric eventually decided to go along with her, 
deeming it fair enough since she listened to him and stayed home. Fine, let’s stay home 
then. Although they could kill time by watching television or playing with the toys that 
Mary bought, Victoria preferred to play Lego with the children instead of allowing them 
to watch TV. 

In the meantime, Alaric was told to sit on the couch and rest. As he was idling around 
on the couch, he set his eyes on Victoria and the children with a smile and a pair of 
loving eyes on his face. However, that sweet moment was soon interrupted when his 
phone vibrated. Upon checking out the incoming call, he looked up and fixed his gaze 
on Victoria. Strangely enough, it seemed as if Victoria could read Alaric’s mind as she 
also looked up and gazed at him. 

As the two of them locked eyes with each other in the living room, the space was so 
quiet that Victoria could hear the vibration of Alaric’s phone. After the phone continued 
to vibrate for a few more moments, he eventually stood up and announced, “I’m going to 
answer this phone call.” 

Victoria nodded, thinking she should respect his privacy, not to mention the fact that the 
children were still too young to hear the conversation. At the thought of that, she kept 
her head down, wondering how Bane, Ethan, and Jessie were doing recently as she 
had lost touch with them since she returned to her 
country. Bane might have made a mistake, but I still don’t want 
anything bad to happen to him. Victoria thought to herself while letting out a sigh. 

“Don’t be sad, Mommy.” Nicole hugged Victoria. 

“What’s wrong, Nicole?” Victoria paused and snapped out of her trance. 

Nicole then stuck out her hand and wiped off the tears on Victoria’s cheek. It was only 
then that Victoria realized she had tears rolling down her eyes. After pausing for a 
second, she came back to her senses and pulled herself together. 

“Mommy?” The children stopped playing Lego and turned their attention to their mother 
after noticing Victoria’s emotions. 

Victoria paused for a second and wiped off her tears. She then took a deep breath and 
said, “Don’t worry, kids. I was just reminded of something sad in the past. Anyway, you 
guys should continue 



having fun with your Lego adventure, but-don’t tell Daddy about how I felt, okay?” 
Knowing Alaric would get jealous easily, she had to make sure her children wouldn’t let 
the cat out of the bag. You can’t have the best of both worlds every time, can you? 

Upon hearing Victoria’s words, Nicole and Nathan only nodded affirmatively before they 
went on to play with their Lego. Nonetheless, Victoria’s tears had taken a toll on their 
emotions as they were not as excited as they were a few moments ago. 

Little did the three of them know that Alaric, who came back halfway through his way 
out to answer the phone call, had seen what happened. As the phone had already been 
switched to silent mode, it was no longer vibrating. After that, Alaric continued to stand 
there with his eyes fixed upon Victoria until his phone screen brightened up once more. 
It was only then that he walked away to pick up the call. 

Chapter 528 The Best of Both Worlds  

Five minutes later, Alaric returned after his phone call. In the meantime, Victoria happen
ed to be sitting not far away from him but didn’t ask him anything about the call he had r
eceived. Upon sitting down on the couch, he peeked at Victoria but failed to meet her ga
ze as she didn’t look at him at all. Thus, he only continued to sit there without saying a s
ingle word. Because of that, the atmosphere became somewhat strange and weird.  

Not knowing how long had passed, Nicole eventually fell asleep in Victoria’s arms while 
playing with her Lego. Due to the chilly weather, it was easy for the child to catch a cold,
 although there was a rug on the floor. For that, Victoria 
was about to carry Nicole elsewhere, but 
before she could do that, a tall silhouette came over and carried the child instead. “Let 
me take care of it.”  

As Victoria was about to insist that she could do it herself due to Alaric’s wound, the ma
n had already carried Nicole in his arms with great case. Why does it look like he is carr
ying our daughter so easily like a pet? Wait a second, that’s not how I should describe 
my child! Victoria couldn’t help but feel amazed with how effortlessly Alaric was able to 
handle their sleeping daughter despite the injury he was suffering from. What if he wasn
’t wounded? Wouldn’t it be even easier for him to take care of Nicole if he wasn’t hurt at 
all? Victoria was impressed by how tough Alaric could be.  

Not long after that, Victoria stood 
up and looked at Nathan. “I’m going to tuck Nicole in while carry on with your Lego adve
nture, okay? I’ll be back to join you when I’m done.”  

you  

Nathan nodded obediently, whereupon Victoria followed right behind Alaric into the roo
m. Then, she saw him carefully putting her down on the bed before he gently tucked her
 in. When Victoria saw that, she immediately walked closer and interrupted Alaric. “You 
need to take off her sweater, or it’s going to disrupt her sleep.”  



Without much experience in looking after a child, Alaric couldn’t help but feel panicky up
on hearing Victoria’s words. “Sweater?”  

“Yeah.” Victoria nodded and removed the blanket that was covering Nicole’s body. Than
kfully, Nicole was a deep sleeper who was hard to wake. Thus, when Victoria removed 
Nicole’s sweater, the child was able to quickly fall back asleep without a lot of trouble. U
pon tucking Nicole in, she gazed at Alaric and asked, 
“Haven’t you looked after a child before?”  

Alaric’s finger twitched as he puckered his lips. “No.”  

Victoria was so stunned by Alaric’s answer that she looked up 
and gave him a strange look. How is that possible? The kids have grown up so much. S
o, I wouldn’t be surprised if he told me he hadn’t taken care of them in a while, but now t
hat they’ve grown so much, how is it still possible for him not to know 
how to take care of them? Does this really make sense?  

Faced with Victoria’s piercing gaze, Alaric knew he must have given something away by
 accident. Thus, he only let out a sigh and said, “Because something happened subseq
uently. When you regain your memory, you’ll understand.”  

Victoria went silent but was not surprised by Alaric’s response. After all, she 
believed there must have been something wrong between them, or she wouldn’t have e
nded up with Bane at that time. Furthermore, it was the only explanation that she thoug
ht could justify 
her subconscious. reluctance to hurt Bane. Well, it looks like I have missed out on a lot 
of things.  
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On the other hand, Alaric only responded by giving Victoria a cold and darkened gaze, a
s if he had something that he had been struggling to get off his chest. A few moments la
ter, he said, “I have something to talk to you about.”  

Victoria sensed the urge to talk within Alaric, appearing calm as she nodded. “Sure, let’s
 talk outside. We don’t want to wake Nicole up.”  

“Sure.”  

The two of them left the room while Nathan remained in 
the living room. With the windows shut, they knew they 
had nothing to worry about, standing in the corridor. As the corridor was filled with silenc
e, Victoria waited and waited for Alaric to start talking, but the man couldn’t seem to spe
ak his mind.  

“So, what is it that you want to tell me?” Victoria looked up, only to meet Alaric’s darken
ed gaze that looked like an intimidating bottomless abyss. Suffocated by Alaric’s piercin



g gaze, Victoria looked away and asked, “What is it you want to tell me? We’ve been sta
nding here for ages, and you still haven’t spoken a single word. If you think you need m
ore time to organize what you want to ask me, I should go back to Nathan until you’re re
ady…”  

“Do you want to see him?” Alaric cut Victoria’s words short all of a sudden.  

Victoria was stunned as she couldn’t believe what Alaric just asked her. Did he just ask 
whether I wanted to 
see him? A few moments later, she hesitantly tried to confirm with him. “Do you mean…
?”  

“Yeah.” Alaric nodded and admitted it without mentioning the name.  

Nevertheless, Victoria knew whom Alaric was implying, her heart beating rapidly becaus
e she didn’t expect him to be so frank. In spite of the wild speculations inside of her, she
 didn’t speak her mind because she had a feeling that Alaric would 
soon talk about the matter that she was seemingly worried about the most.  

“Well, if you want to see him, we’ll have to go back tonight. I’ll take care 
of the arrangements,” Alaric said indifferently.  

“No. I’m not going to see him.” Victoria pursed her lips and looked down.  

Stunned by Victoria’s reply, Alaric was seen with a pair of brightened eyes that already 
darkened on his face not long ago. “What did you just say?” Deep down, he couldn’t beli
eve his 
ears, knowing Victoria had been worried about Bane’s safety as she kept checking her 
phone frequently. Therefore, when Victoria told him that she wouldn’t see Bane, he was 
stunned. In fact, he was expecting a yes from Victoria and a question about when she c
ould meet Bane. Apart from that, he even braced himself mentally for the worst–
case scenario, telling himself that it couldn’t prove anything, even if Victoria wanted to s
ee Bane in the end. After all, she stayed behind with Bane just so that he could leave sa
fely, and because of that, she even lost the will to live at one point.  

Knowing that Bane’s feelings for Victoria were true and sincere, Alaric understood 
why his wife refused to do him any harm. Thus, he kept convincing himself that there wa
s nothing to be jealous of Bane for, but even so, his emotions still got the better of him w
hen he spoke to Victoria. Just as he was waiting for a disappointing answer, he was cau
ght by surprise by Victoria’s response. As happy as he was about Victoria’s decision, he
 knew he was not an honorable man who deserved such good news, yet his possessive
ness for her was so strong that he didn’t think there was anything wrong with it  

“Why?” Alaric asked, trying his best to contain the excitement that was about to show on
 his face.  



Instead, she only pursed her lips upon hearing Alaric’s question and gently replied, “I’ve 
been thinking a lot lately. There are times we can’t have the best of both worlds in life, a
nd all we can do is just learn how to accept it.”  

Despite her desire to meet up with Bane, she knew it wouldn’t sit well with Alaric. Since 
she was in love with Alaric, she had long made up her mind to spend the rest of 
her life with him, not to mention the fact that he put himself in danger just to rescue her. 
Because of that, she didn’t want to hurt Alaric over an outsider.  

Chapter 529 Change of Heart  

Although Victoria knew her decision might have been a little unfair to Bane, there was n
othing much she could do either. Maybe that’s the kind of person I am. A selfish person.
 I can’t please everyone because there is only so much I can do. I’ve been tired recently
, 
so tired that I even wanted to take my own life and end all the suffering once and for all. 
Despite her initial suicidal intentions. Victoria subsequently managed to find the strength
 to live on and the way to make peace  

with her bewilderment, thinking she should save her time for the people she loved the m
ost. As for the rest, she would leave it all to her fate, knowing it would only be a waste of
 time trying to control something beyond her power.  

“Don’t worry. You’re the one whom 
I’ve decided to spend the rest of my life with, so you can rest assured knowing I won’t s
ee him again.” Victoria walked up to Alaric and held his hand. “But please don’t be surpr
ised to see me a little down because this is going to last for quite a bit of time. However,
 I promise I’ll be back to normal soon. I just need some time… okay? I’m sorry.”  

Alaric looked down, staring at his hands within her palms as his heart melted with symp
athy. He then pursed his lips like he was trying to suppress something within him, but in 
the end, his emotions prevailed and prompted him to pull her into his arms. “Please don’
t be, baby. Please don’t.”  

While Alaric was already grateful enough to have Victoria back with him, the fact that sh
e decided to open up to him only served to add to his joy. In fact, now that Victoria had 
bared her heart out, Alaric would no longer mind anymore, even if she wanted to meet B
ane. At the thought of that, Alaric rested his chin on Victoria’s shoulder and closed his e
yes happily. “It’s okay. You can meet him.”  

Victoria, who was in Alaric’s arms, was stunned when she heard the man’s words. “Wha
t did you say?”  

“I said you’re free to meet him. I won’t be upset because I’m going to be the one who arr
anges that.” As Victoria blinked in bewilderment, Alaric added, “Well, there is not a word
 from you. So, I’m going to take your silence as a yes.”  



Victoria then freed herself from Alaric’s embrace and looked up, staring at him. “Are you
 sure you’re not going to be upset if I meet him? What if…” Victoria could still remember 
the times that Alaric got upset and jealous just hearing her mention Bane’s name. There
fore, she was afraid she would provoke Alaric if she met up with Bane.  

“Forget about what ifs. You’re just going to be standing right before me, so what reason 
can I be mad at you?”  

Victoria went silent, but deep down, she had a strange feeling that something wrong wa
s going on, wondering whether Alaric was just trying to sound her out.  

“Alright, I’ll tell Grandma about that once Nicole and Nathan wake up.”  

“Are you sure you want me to meet him? We just told 
Mom to buy me some new pajamas,” Victoria replied.  

“Yeah, that’s exactly what I was trying to point out, but it’s okay. I’ll give Mom a call later
 and see if she has already bought your pajamas. If she hasn’t, she won’t have to buy th
em for you anymore; but if she has, it won’t matter much either because I believe you’ll 
have a chance to use them on our next visit.”  
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After hearing Alaric’s words, Victoria didn’t seem to find anything wrong with that as she
 nodded her head in agreement. Fine, I already rejected Alaric once carlier, so it’s not g
oing to change anything, even if he is trying to sound me out.  

“Why don’t you go back to the living room and keep Nathan company?”  

Victoria nodded. “Alright.”  

When Victoria returned to the living room, she was fascinated by the fact that she didn’t 
realize how time had passed while talking to Alaric. As she rejoined Nathan, she saw he
r son already done building the Lego structure he wanted. Surprised and impressed, sh
e complimented her son’s resourcefulness. “Wow, I didn’t 
think you’d get it done so soon, Nathan. How smart!” Victoria sat down and caressed Na
than’s head, complimenting him in a serious manner.  

Nathan blushed in his cheeks upon hearing his mother’s compliment. “Thanks, Mommy.
”  

Victoria went on to caress Nathan’s head until something crossed her mind. She then to
ld her son about the plan to return home later that night, to which Nathan asked, “What?
 Are we going back? Aren’t we going to stay here anymore?”  

“No, we are not, but I promise we will be back here again soon. Do you and Nicole like it
 here?”  



“Yes.” Nathan nodded. “Great–Grandma and Great–
Grandpa treat me and Nicole pretty well.”  

Victoria couldn’t help but smile and say, “Alright, we’ll be sure to be back again.”  

“Okay.” A question crossed his mind. “Can you play with us again when we come next ti
me?” he asked.  

“Yes, of course. I’ll be sure to come with you guys, but I may not be able to accompany t
he two of you during your winter and summer break if you guys are planning to have a l
ong stay here.” Victoria finished her words and reached for her phone, taking a picture o
f Nathan, who was done building his Lego structure. However, when she was about to p
ost it on her social media news feed, she realized she couldn’t access her account throu
gh the cell phone she had. After all, the phone that she had was given to her by Alaric a
s soon as she was rescued. Yeah, this is a new phone. My old one with my social medi
a account is with Bane. Because of that, she was forced to give up on the idea of uploa
ding the picture onto her social media feed. After that, she saved the picture, thinking sh
e should keep it until Alaric retrieved her phone for her.  

Soon, Alaric came closer and said, “The pajamas have been bought, and the rest of the
m are on their way back.”  

“Alright, I’ll be sure to use them when we come again next time.” Victoria nodded.  

“Yeah.”  

After Casey learned about the news that they were leaving at night, the first thing she di
d when she came back was to confirm it. “What? That’s soon. I thought you guys were g
oing to stay here for at least four to five days,” she said in a sad manner upon learning t
hat it was true.  

On the other hand, Victoria was sorry that there was nothing much she could do due to 
sudden changes in her plan. Although Casey couldn’t bear to leave the children, she res
trained herself from telling them her sentimental feelings as she only told them to visit h
er again.  

Victoria responded with an affirmative reply to Casey’s request. After that, Casey didn’t 
say anything else much as she told her husband to pack some food that she had made f
or Victoria and Alaric to take away. Then, when Casey handed the food over to Victoria,
 she said, “I made them all by myself. I know they may not taste as good as the food out
 there and may not last that long, but I can assure you that the food she makes is a hun
dred percent healthy and natural.”  

“Please don’t say that, Great–Grandma. The food that you and Great–
Grandpa make is the best. What makes it even better is the fact that they’re natural, unli
ke any other processed food out there in the market. For that, I’d say your cooking is the
 best.”  



Victoria’s heart–warming words melted Casey’s heart.  
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“That’s very sweet of you.”  

“Nathan and Nicole will still have to go to school when they get back, but I promise I’ll br
ing them along whenever we’re free.”  

“Sure. Sure.”  

After they went on to exchange pleasantries for a few more moments, Alaric ordered his
 men to pick up their luggage since they were ready 
to leave. In the meantime, Mary, who wanted to 
keep her parents company a little longer, had no choice but to leave early as well becau
se there was no one to take care of Nicole and Nathan. After all, she had been waiting f
or years for her two grandchildren to be with her, which was why she was reluctant to se
parate herself from them again. In the end, she decided to go back with the two of them,
 but due to the limited capacity of the car, she was forced to find her way back home by 
taking a cab.  

Meanwhile, Victoria, who was embarrassed to let Mary find her own ride, was going to 
suggest that she take the ride with them, but Mary said, “Come on, I’m not a kid anymor
e. I can take a cab by myself. Furthermore, this is some quality time for the four of you t
o spend together, so I must leave you all to it.”  
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 You Look Desperate  

“Come on, Mom. What are you talking about? We’re a family.”  

Mary gave Victoria a hug. “You’re right. We’re a family, but don’t you think that’s precise

ly why we shouldn’t be too worried about each other? Because that’s what we do to our 

guests. Anyway, I’ll be fine by myself. It’s just a few hours, after all. Maybe the kids can 

sleep with me tonight if you really want to make it up to me.” Upon hearing Mary’s words

, Victoria decided to go along with her mother–in–

law as she couldn’t think of a reason to change her mind. In the end, Mary got into a ca

b and volunteered to have some of their belongings placed with her since she was the o

nly passenger.  



Then, Victoria suddenly thought about the meet–

up she was going to have with Bane on their way home, having a lot of questions to ask

 Alaric in her mind. Nevertheless, as she was about to ask Alaric, she quickly swallowed

 the words that were forming at the tip of her tongue upon seeing her children. Now is n

ot the right time to ask, she thought to herself and decided to put her questions aside.  

While the sky still hadn’t turned dark, they passed by the same hilly and uneven road th

at they did last time. Then, Victoria saw several men, who looked like they were prepari

ng for construction, on the road. Upon taking a closer look, she could tell those people 

were there to repair the road, whereupon she was reminded of what Alaric told her earli

er. Alaric told me the road would be even when we came again, but honestly, I didn’t thi

nk he would act so fast. In fact, when Alaric told Victoria that he would get the road fixed

, she thought he was just kidding her. After all, she deemed it would 

take time, even if he was serious about 

the plan, only to be surprised at the sight of those construction workers. How fast and ef

ficient!  

“I believe the road is going to be smooth even when we are back next time,” Alaric said.  

I don’t know how long a road repair is going to take, but I do know that every little bit co

unts. The more one contributes, the faster it is going to be done. Victoria thought to hers

elf.  

By the time they got home, it was already at night. Then, Victoria stepped out of the vehi

cle and stood in front of the familiar building, finding it hard to believe that she was back 

two days after  

she left.  

On the other hand, Mary, who took her own ride home, was greeted by the two children 

with a hug as 

soon as they stepped out of the vehicle. “Alright, the kids are sleeping with me tonight, ri

ght? It’s getting late now, so let me take them upstairs and get ready for bed now.”  

“Mom,” Alaric called out to Mary, making her feel nervous.  



“What’s wrong? You don’t agree with that? 

Victoria and I had a deal, plus Nicole and Nathan would 

love to be with their grandmother, wouldn’t they?” Nathan and Nicole nodded together. “

See? They would love to accompany me.”  

“No, it’s not that.” Alaric then slowly walked up to her and glimpsed the two children. Th

en, he added, “I’m afraid Victoria and I will have to leave them in your care for the 

next few days.”  

-

Upon hearing her son’s words, Mary couldn’t help but feel surprised. Although she knew

 they were  

probably back for some important business, considering their hasty trip, she didn’t think 

they would be so busy that they couldn’t even look after their 

children. “Where are you guys going?”  

We have to attend to some important business, and we’re not sure when we’ll be back,” 

Alaric calmly answered.  

After hearing Alarie’s response, Mary knew she shouldn’t press on with her questions a

nymore and decided to nod. “Alright then, go ahead and do what you must. The kids will

 be safe with me.” She then took the children upstairs, but at that moment, Nicole sudde

nly shook off Mary’s hand and ran up to Victoria, hugging her leg.  

“Mommy, how long are you going to be gone this time?” Nicole seemed sad.  

After all, when Victoria told Nicole and Nathan that she would be gone for just a few day

s, the sibling duo ended up having to wait much longer than just a few days until they re

united with their mother. Furthermore, when they saw Victoria again, she seemed so mu

ch skinnier, which worried them a lot. Despite 

Nicole’s outgoing and seemingly innocent persona, she was still smart enough to get a r

ough idea of what was going on with her mother gone. Therefore, when she heard that 

Victoria was going to be gone again, she became nervous and scared, worried that she 

would have to wait for god knew how long until she could see Victoria again.  



Meanwhile, Victoria might have lost her memories, but her subconsciousness and body 

language would not lie about her motherly love for her daughter. Therefore, when she h

eard her daughter’s nervous voice, she could roughly tell what made her so worried.  

Victoria was overwhelmed by sympathy as she crouched and caressed Nicole’s head. “I

’ll be gone just for a few days, and I’ll be back after that.”  

Nevertheless, Nicole refused to fall for her mother’s coax. “Grandma said you would onl

y be away for a few days last time, but in the end, you were gone for a lot longer than th

at. So, how long are you planning to be away this time? Is it one day or two days?” Nicol

e stuck out her fingers to illustrate the number of days while asking how long Victoria wo

uld be gone.  

Victoria was speechless, thinking she must have broken the promise the last time and lo

st Nicole’s trust. Therefore, she reckoned she would probably have to tell Nicole specific

ally how long she would be away as the little girl didn’t seem to trust her anymore. None

theless, she couldn’t tell an exact date on which she would return because Alaric was th

e one who arranged everything. Thus, she looked at him as a gesture to ask for help.  

In the meantime, Alaric, who was listening to their conversation, met Victoria’s gaze and

 came closer, 

crouching down with his hand on Nicole’s head. “We’ll be back in three days; otherwise,

 we’ll see you five days later. Okay?”  

“Does that mean the longest Mommy will take is five days?” Nicole asked innocently, fixi

ng her gaze on Alaric.  

“Yup.”  

However, Nicole seemed wary as she went on and asked, “Is that true? Don’t lie to me.”

  

Alaric chuckled and gently poked the little girl’s nose. “I won’t lie to you. If 

I do, I’m going to let you ride me like a puppy when I get back home.”  



Victoria, along with Mary, was stunned when she heard Alaric’s response. After all, both

 of them. never thought that the same man, who was their husband and son at the same

 time, would say sontething like that just to appease Nicole. What? Let Nicole ride you li

ke a puppy? Seriously,  

something like that just to appease Nicole. What? Let Nicole  

Alaric? Victoria wondered to herself as she had never heard Alaric say that ever since t

hey were together. Well, I guess that’s normal because we only had a son, but not a da

ughter back then.  

“Alright! Remember your promise, okay? I’ll be waiting for you all at home.”  

Alaric rubbed Nicole’s head and said, “Sure, that’s a deal. Now, it’s getting late now, so 

get some rest with Grandma, okay?” Nicole was finally relieved after hearing Alaric’s rea

ssurance as she  

obediently walked away with Mary.  

As soon as they were gone, Victoria asked, “Are we not staying here tonight?”  

“No. We’re heading to the neighboring town.” Alaric shook his head.  

Victoria was stunned. “Wait, you mean we don’t have to travel abroad?” She thought Al

aric would arrange for them to fly abroad so that she could meet up with Bane.  

“No need for that. He is back.” Alaric shook his head after glimpsing Victoria.  

“So, does that mean we’re ready to set out now?” Victoria asked after hearing Alaric’s a

nswer.  

“You look desperate.” Alaric gazed at Victoria.  

“I was just asking when we should set out. How does that make me look desperate?” Vi

ctoria was puzzled.  

Alaric smiled and replied. “It doesn’t matter, even if you’re desperate anyway.” Alaric tru

sted Victoria since she opened up to him earlier, knowing her heart was with him.  
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