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Daniela’s got Salazar Corporation backing her up, and Hannah knew she was 
no match for that. Not to mention that Steven was behind Daniela. And who 
was Steven? Others might not know him well, but Hannah did. She’d been by 
Steven’s side for so many years and had gotten a taste of his tactics. 

Hannah wasn’t giving up. She’d just been in this circle for so long, and she 
knew all the dirty secrets and ugly truths down to her bones. She also knew 
that ordinary people in this circle were like tiny ants. If Daniela wanted to hurt 
her, it would be a piece of cake. 

Cornelia was worried sick, “Hannah, tell me what’s going on, I can help you.” 

Hannah laughed, “Nelly, if you really consider me a friend, then drop it and 
don’t interfere. What you need to do now is take care of yourself and the 
baby.” 

Cornelia had just given birth, Marcus’ company had gone under, and he was 
still very weak. Hannah didn’t want to bother them with her issues. 

Cornelia said, “Hannah.” 

Hannah said, “Nelly, trust me, I know what’s best for me. I gotta go now, I 
might not be able to see you off when you’re discharged. Let’s meet in 
Riverton when I’m back.” 

After saying this, Hannah left. 

No sooner had she left the hospital than her agent was on the phone, 
“Hannah, what’s going on?” 

Hannah said, “Exactly what you see.” 

The agent asked, “What about President Dixon?” 

Hannah said, “We’ve been divorced since last year, you know that.” 

The agent said, “Hannah, don’t take this the wrong way, but you owe your 
fame and success to President Dixon.” 



Hannah said, “I know, you don’t have to remind me.” 

The agent asked, “You know and you still divorced him?” 

Hannah laughed, “You think I could just walk out of that marriage if I wanted 
to?” 

She had filed for divorce countless times, but Steven always rejected her. Just 
when she thought she’d have to stay with him for life, he suddenly proposed 
divorce. He not only said it, but also acted on it quickly, cleanly breaking off 
their marriage. Their marriage was never hers to decide. 

The agent said, “President Dixon dotes on you so much. Even if you’re 
divorced, as long as you go back and sweet talk him, he’ll still treat you well.” 

This was why Steven liked to play the loving couple in front of friends. He’d 
done so many outrageous things to her. He was always against her having 
children. He never considered her his wife. But to those who knew about their 
relationship, she was the troublemaker, the unreasonable one, and all the 
mistakes were hers. 

Even the Dixons said she was like a hen that couldn’t lay eggs, unable to 
have children. She felt wronged but had nowhere to vent 
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Thinking about all this, Hannah was thoroughly disgusted, deeply unwilling to 
have anything to do with Steven again. “Joan, why on earth did you call? If 
you’re not here to help me deal with the online public opinion, I’m hanging up.” 

Joan replied, “Look at you, so stubborn. I just said a few words and you’re 
already fed up. This public situation, it’s the Salazar family behind it, and our 
company can’t handle this. If you want to change your image and improve 
your reputation, the only person who can help you is President Dixon.” 



Hannah was speechless. After all the twists and turns, the only person who 
could help her was still Steven. Just like that night many years ago when she 
fell into the water. Leaving her with no other options. 

However, this time, she didn’t want to tread the path she’d been down before. 
She wanted to walk a different path. She didn’t want to kneel, she wanted to 
stand up and live with dignity. 

Joan asked, “Why are you silent? Do you have another plan?” 

Hannah responded, “When I make money, the agency is eager to get its 
share. But when it comes to dealing with real issues, they can’t handle it. 
What’s the use of such an agency?” 

Joan replied, “What else can we do? Your contract is with our agency. They 
get a piece of your earnings as long as the contract is valid. And they don’t 
have to help you when you’re in trouble.” 

Hannah replied, “I’ve been under contract for many years and I’ve made a lot 
of money for the company. Can’t they just show some humanity and help sort 
things out?” 

Joan said, “Hannah, you’ve been in the entertainment industry for so long, 
and you know how things work here. You’re being delusional if you think 
they’d show you any sentiment. Our company is all about capital and profits. 
Don’t even think about bargaining feelings with them. They’re interested in 
how much you can earn for them. The only reason they haven’t given up on 
you is because they believe your backer will save you and you can still make 
money for them. If they knew your backer won’t save you, what do you think 
they would do?” Joan let out a long sigh, “Hannah, once President Dixon 
doesn’t help you, there’s no chance for you to turn things around.” 

Hannah was silent. 

Joan continued, “Hannah, do you think dignity is important, or money?” 

Hannah responded, “Can’t I earn money with dignity? I used to make money 
on my knees, but now I want to make money standing up.” Joan laughed, her 
laughter ringing through the phone into Cornelia’s ears, “From the moment 
you walked away with Rick, you lost the right to earn money with dignity.” 



Yes, Hannah knew. From the moment she decided to go to Steven’s room 
with Rick, she lost the right to earn money with dignity. Then could she just 
stop earning money? 

Hannah added, “Joan, what if I don’t want to save myself?” 

Joan asked, “What do you mean?” 

Hannah replied, “Just let the storm continue, let anyone who wants to belittle 
me do so. I don’t want to act anymore. I want to leave this filthy environment 
and live a peaceful life in the future.” 

Joan said, “If you want to quit the entertainment industry, I have no objections, 
but now is definitely not the right time.” 

Hannah responded, “But I think the timing is perfect.” 

Joan angrily said, “Perfect timing? Hannah, are you out of your mind?” 

Hannah replied, “Lower your voice. I’m not deaf.” 

Joan continued, “You want to quit? Do you really think you can quit at this 
critical moment? If you don’t change your image, and handle the unfavorable 
public opinion immediately, do you know how much in breach of contract 
penalties you’ll face?” 

Hannah asked, “What penalties?” 
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The agent said, “Your endorsement contract and the un-aired TV shows might 
all take a hit because of the scandal about your bad behavior. As an agency, 
when we sign a client, the most important clause is that if your image gets 
tarnished and affects the image of the product you endorse, you have to pay a 
penalty.” 

“How much would I owe?” If the compensation wasn’t too high, Hannah 
thought she could use her savings to pay it off. No way she was going to ask 
Steven for help again. 



Most importantly, the person trying to hurt her was Steven’s crush. There was 
no way Steven would fall out with his crush because of her. 

Joan said, “You might have to use up all your fortune to pay it off.” 

Hannah said, “Joan, stop scaring me.” 

Joan said, “I’m not trying to scare you. You can come into the office and look 
at the contract yourself. The brands you’re endorsing haven’t taken action yet 
just because there’s no concrete evidence. But once there is, they will all 
come after you.” 

Hannah sucked in a breath after hearing this. She had been confident before 
because she had enough assets that even if she stopped working, she could 
live comfortably. But now, hearing that she might have to use all her fortune to 
pay off the penalty, she felt a wave of anxiety. “What can I do now to save my 
reputation apart from finding Steven?” 

Joan said, “I told you before, our company can’t handle this issue, and you 
have to go to President Dixon Get him to help you handle this. I really don’t 
understand. President Dixon is your solution,8 so why don’t you go find him?” 

Hannah said, “I just don’t want to.” 

Joan said, “Whether you sold yourself once or ten times, it’s still selling, 
what’s the difference?” 

These words hit Hannah right where it hurt. 

Did it hurt? It seemed to a bit. But it faded quickly. Because what the agent 
said was right. She did get opportunities and fame today by selling herself. 
Since she had already sold herself, there was no dignity left to talk about. 

Hannah laughed and said, “Yeah, I will contact him.” 

What the agent said was right. The most effective way to handle the current 
crisis was to find Steven. Whether Steven was willing to help or not, she 
would give Steven a call. 

Seeing Hannah changed her attitude, Joan was satisfied. “You should contact 
President Dixon as soon as possible. Talk nicely to him, and if it’s not clear 



over the phone, go to his house. Men sometimes can be very easy-going. He 
will agree to whatever you say.” 

Every word Joan said was like a stab in Hannah’s heart. But she smiled 
nonchalantly, “Yeah, I will keep contacting him until he agrees.” Joan said, 
“That’s right. Compared with money, dignity is nothing. Okay, I won’t take up 
more of your time. You should call President Dixon now and let me know 
when you have good news.” 

After ending the call with her agent, no matter how reluctant she was, Hannah 
immediately dialed Steven’s number. She never expected the response to be 
“The number you dialed is switched off, please call later.” 

The number she dialed was Steven’s personal number, which only his family 
knew. When she was still with him, he never switched off his phone. But now 
he did? 

Did he already know that she would shamelessly ask for his help? 

Hannah didn’t know. She could never figure out what he was thinking. Just as 
she was hesitating whether to call Rick and find Steven through him, an 
unknown number called Hannah’s phone. 

She answered the call. The voice on the other end was Daniela’s, “You saw 
what happened online, didn’t you?” 

Hannah replied, “Ms. Daniela, I’m truly honored that you went to such lengths 
to come after me.” 
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Daniela said, “Deal with you? You think you’re worth my time?” 

Hannah replied, “So Ms. Daniela, why’d you call me up? Got something on 
your mind?” 

Daniela responded, “I booked a private room at The Oasis Hotel. If you’re 
curious as to why, come find out.” 

Hannah answered, “Sorry, I’ve got a shoot lined up. No spare time.” 



Daniela said, “With all the bad press flying around you right now, you still want 
to go shoot? Isn’t that a bit naive?” 

Hannah just laughed, not responding. 

Daniela continued, “I’m giving you half an hour.” 

Hannah said, “Ms. Daniela, I can meet you, but you have to agree to one 
condition.” 

Daniela replied, “Hannah, do you even know what you’re saying? I wanted to 
see you, and I’m doing you a favor by calling you. If you don’t show up, I have 
plenty of ways to drag you here.” 

Hannah said, “Well, in this case, I’ll just go by myself.” 

Daniela said, “That’s more like it.” 

Usually, Hannah drove herself around without an assistant or driver, so 
people rarely knew her whereabouts. Today, she drove to the hospital and 
now to the place Daniela designated. 

Hannah wasn’t unfamiliar with Daniela. When she found out that Daniela was 
Steven’s crush, she spent a lot of time getting to know Daniela. She was the 
only girl in the Salazar family, with four older brothers. Being the youngest and 
only girl, she had been showered with more wealth than most people could 
ever dream of from the day she was born. 

The Salazars always doted on her. Whatever Daniela wanted, they’d get it to 
her ASAP. This pampering turned her into a spoiled brat who always got her 
way. So when her fiancé wasn’t treating her right, she didn’t even bother 
breaking up before she confirmed a relationship with another man and jetted 
off abroad with him. 

Of course, all Hannah knew was the public info. She wasn’t sure what Daniela 
was really like until they met. 

But after meeting Daniela, Hannah believed the rumors. She was really not to 
be messed with. 

Today, Daniela spread a lot of damaging news about her. The news only 
attacked her moral character, with no legal implications. 



So Hannah concluded, Daniela just wanted to ruin her reputation. She wasn’t 
out for her life. Maybe Daniela had thought about taking her life. But for some 
reason, she couldn’t. She could only ruin her reputation. 

But all the online stuff had no actual evidence. After all, no one dared to post 
her photos with Steven. 

So was Daniela trying to tarnish her reputation? 

Hannah suddenly thought of something. But she still headed to the place 
Daniela had appointed without hesitation. 
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About half an hour later, Hannah smoothly arrived at the destination’s parking 
lot. She was dressed conservatively, taking the elevator from the basement to 
the 26th floor. A lot of people came in, but no one recognized her. 

Soon, the elevator arrived at the 26th floor. As soon as she stepped out, she 
sensed danger. The corridor was empty, but it felt like countless eyes were 
watching her. She looked up to see several cameras in this short hallway. 
With each step she took, the cameras swiveled to follow her. 

Yep, her gut instincts were spot on. Daniela probably had eyes on her every 
move already. 

Hannah was somewhat puzzled. Why did Daniela insist on opposing her? If 
Daniela cared about her past with Steven, then she shouldn’t be with Steven. 
Since Daniela had made up with Steven, it meant she didn’t care about his 
past. If she didn’t care, then why was she picking on her? Did she owe them 
anything? 

When she thought about this, Hannah felt choked up. If this continued, 
Daniela might provoke her even more. So she decided to seize this 
opportunity to settle the matter once and for all. 

Just as Hannah reached the door, it swung open from the inside. The door 
was opened by a man in a suit wearing sunglasses She couldn’t see his 



expression, but she felt that he was sizing her up. However, the man quickly 
averted his gaze and stepped aside, “Ms. Hannah, please come in. The lady 
has been waiting for you for quite some time.” 

Hannah stepped inside and sure enough, Daniela was there. 

Daniela was sitting at a coffee table in front of a floor-to-ceiling window, 
sipping her coffee gracefully. Even though she heard Hannah, she didn’t 
bother to acknowledge her. 

The man who opened the door didn’t say a word. After ushering Hannah in, 
he silently withdrew. 

Hannah looked around to confirm that only the two of them were in the room. 
She then took a seat across from Daniela, “Ms. Daniela.” Before she could 
finish, a cup of hot coffee was thrown in her face. The coffee was scalding hot, 
instantly reddening Hannah’s face. But she didn’t seem to feel the pain, 
instead laughing at Daniela, “Ms. Daniela, what on earth are you doing?” 

Daniela stared at the beautiful face in front of her. She had just humiliated her, 
but Hannah could still laugh, “You bitch, did I ask you to sit? You sit without 
my permission, so this coffee is your punishment.” 

Hannah’s face was full of coffee, but she didn’t wipe it off. She looked at 
Daniela, even managed a faint smile, “Ms. Daniela, is this all the manners 
your family taught you?” 

Daniela chuckled, “Manners are for people, not for trash like you.” 
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Hannah chuckled and said, “Alright, keep on ranting until you blow off all your 
steam.” 

The more indifferent Hannah appeared, the more pissed Daniela became. 
She said, “Hannah, you’re thinking Steven is going to rush in and save you, 
aren’t you? You think I wouldn’t dare to do anything to you?” 

Hannah retorted, “Am I allowed to think that?” 



Daniela was so incensed she couldn’t stand it, saying, “Stop daydreaming. Do 
you think I’d lay a finger on you without Steven’s permission? Before I made 
any move, I spoke to him. I took actions only after he gave me the green 
light.” 

Hannah frowned, “Really?” 

Though she had anticipated the harsh reality, hearing it straight from the her 
mouth still felt like a punch to the gut. Thanks to her acting experience, she 
managed to keep a straight face despite the turmoil within her. 

Daniela challenged, “Don’t believe me? Why don’t you give Steven a call and 
ask him yourself?” 

Hannah replied, “Well, I hate to break it to you, but I already tried calling him. 
Unfortunately, President Dixon’s phone is off. I couldn’t reach him. You 
happen to have another way of contacting him? Mind giving me a hand?” 

Daniela had met shameless people but Hannah took the cake. She wondered 
if the woman was playing dumb on purpose. 

Not only did she dare to contact Steven, she even asked her to help. She was 
so infuriated she wished she could strangle Hannah. “You’ve got some nerve! 
Shameless!” She cursed. 

Hannah shot back, “Shamelessness is invincibility. If I could get in with 
President Dixon, I’ll be on easy street. Why wouldn’t I go for it? What’s dignity 
worth anyway? It’s because I care about my dignity that I’m being stepped on 
by people like you.” 

Daniela conceded, “You do understand your predicament.” 

Hannah admitted, “That might be my only redeeming quality.” 

Daniela asked, “Do you know why I called you here?” 

Hannah guessed, “To tell me to leave Harbor City and never see President 
Dixon again?” 

Daniela confirmed, “You’ve got it.” 



Hannah added, “It’s not really that I got it. It’s just that I’ve acted in a similar 
storyline. The villainess bullies the heroine and tries to kick her out of the 
hero’s house.” 

Daniela’s face darkened, “Are you calling me a villainess?” 

Hannah clarified, “Let me finish. In the drama, the hero saves the heroine in 
the nick of time and punishes the villainess. But in real life, I’m not the 
heroine, and the hero won’t come to my rescue. I know exactly where I stand.” 

Daniela sometimes admired Hannah’s candor. “You’re right. In dramas, you 
can be the lead. In real life, you’re just an extra.” She said. Hannah gave a 
small smile, saying, “True, I’m just an extra in real life.” She had been an extra 
in life for over 20 years. Now, she wanted to be the star of her own life, living 
freely and not being anyone’s puppet. 

Daniela asked, “Are you going to leave or stay?” 

Hannah replied, “If I don’t leave, would there be any other options for me? If 
not, why wouldn’t I leave?” 

Daniela instructed, “Then leave immediately. Stay away and never reappear 
in Steven’s life. I don’t want to be reminded of your past relationship with him 
when we get married.” 

Hannah responded, “We haven’t even discussed terms yet, and you’re 
already asking me to leave.” 

Daniela questioned, “You don’t want to leave?” 

Hannah proposed, “I can comply with your demand to stay far away and never 
reappear in Steven’s life. But first, you’ll have to help me shift the tide of public 
opinion.” 

Daniela challenged, “Hannah, why should I help you?” 
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Hannah suddenly looked at Daniela. Her eyes were wide open and sparkling. 
They were incredibly bright, attractive yet somewhat naive and foolish. “I’ve 



seen on TV shows. People always negotiate terms. Why can’t I negotiate with 
you?” Hannah asked  

Daniela chuckled after hearing this. She began to question if Hannah had 
some mental issues. Was it because of Hannah’s innocence that Steven 
couldn’t get her out of his mind? She said, “Hannah, don’t be a numbskull. I’m 
telling you to leave, and whether you like it or not, you gotta go. You don’t 
have another choice. You, a lowly woman, aren’t even worth negotiating with 
me.”  

Hannah responded, “If that’s the case, I must say I’m sorry but I can’t leave 
Harbor City, and I won’t disappear from President Dixon’s sight. After all, 
we’ve been together for so many years, and he still has some old feelings for 
me.”  

“You! Tramp!” This remark enraged Daniela, and she raised her hand to slap 
Hannah. However, she didn’t manage to hit her. Hannah caught her wrist and 
said, “Daniela, even a comered rat will bite. Don’t push it!”  

Daniela, being pampered all her life, was no match for Hannah. She put all 
her strength but couldn’t break free from Hannah’s grip, “Let go, or else…  

Hannah pushed Daniela away, quickly grabbed the cup of coffee on the table, 
and splashed it in Daniela’s face. The force was so great, it made a slap 
sound. One would think Hannah had slapped Daniela. This cup of coffee is a 
payback.” Hannah said.  

The coffee wasn’t hot anymore, but Daniela was scared out of her wits, and 
let out a piercing scream.  

Hearing the scream, the bodyguards outside rushed in, “Miss!”  

While wiping her face with a tissue, Daniela shouted, “Teach this tramp a 
lesson.”  

Hearing the order, two men rushed towards Hannah, each grabbing one of 
her arms and pinning her against the table. Hannah was immobilized by the 
two burly  

men.  



Daniela poured another cup of boiling water and splashed it onto Hannah’s 
face. Seeing Hannah’s face turn red, Daniela felt slightly appeased, “Open her 
mouth for me. She dares to defy me, so I’ll make sure she has a hard time.”  

Hannah knew what Daniela was planning to do. Their usual tricks were 
disgusting. She clenched her teeth, but couldn’t fight off the two burly men. 
One of them grabbed her chin, and the other kicked her in the stomach, 
causing her to instinctively open her mouth.  

Daniela walked up to Hannah, reached out for the drug, “Give me the drug. I 
want to feed it to her personally. Once the drug takes effect, play with her 
Also, record a video as evidence. I want everyone, including Steven, to see 
how slutty this woman can be.”  

Bang!  

Just as Daniela was about to feed Hannah the drug, a loud bang echoed from 
behind them. The tightly closed door was kicked open from the outside, and a 
tall figure appeared in front of them.  

Daniela looked at the person who came in, her face immediately drained of 
color.  

Hannah looked at Daniela, smiling brightly, “Daniela, you want to harm me. 
Let’s see if you have the guts.”  

Daniela clenched her teeth, “You think he can save you?”  

Hannah said, “Before he came, I had doubts about his abilities. But he was 
here, and from the look in your eyes, I knew whether he could save me or not. 
Let your men let go of me, or I’ll give the Salazar family a hard time.”  

Daniela laughed, “Who do you think you are? You dare to threaten me?”  

Jarvis said, “She might not dare, but what about me? And the Alexander 
family that supports me?”  

Daniela looked at Jarvis, “Jarvis, this has nothing to do with you. Don’t get 
involved.”  

Jarvis’s voice turned stern, “Let her go first.” 
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Daniela, though reluctant, signaled the two burly men to let her go.  

Jarvis walked over to Hannah at a leisurely pace. He helped her up, and said, 
“Hannah, we just started dating, and you’re already asking me to do such a 
big favor. How are you going to thank me?”  

Hannah replied, “I can give you everything I got. How’s that?”  

Jarvis laughed, “I’m not Steven, your body doesn’t do it for me.”  

Hannah questioned, “Then what do you want?”  

Jarvis responded, “I haven’t quite figured out what I want from you. Maybe 
you can owe me one, and when I know what I want, I’ll let you know.”  

Hannah responded, “Sure, no problem.”  

Daniela interjected, “Jarvis, did you forget I’m still here?”  

Jarvis answered, “With your big presence, Daniela, how could I forget about 
you?”  

Daniela asked, “When did you two get together?”  

Listening to their conversation, it seemed they had known each other for quite 
some time. Indeed, the rich folks’ circle was a small world. She had thought 
the rich in Harbor City had no connection with those in the Capital. Turns out, 
she was mistaken. Daniela and Jarvis must have been old pals.  

Jarvis answered, “Just now.”  

Daniela claimed, “She’s using you.”  

Jarvis replied, “I know.”  

Daniela questioned, “Have all you men been bewitched by this woman?”  

Jarvis retorted, “The problem is with your Steven. Don’t drag me into this. Now 
Hannah is my girlfriend, and I expect you to respect her. If you keep speaking 
ill of her, our families might not be friends anymore.”  



Daniela’s gaze fell on Hannah again, sizing her up as if she were a stranger. 
“Jarvis, does your family know about you two?” She asked.  

Jarvis frowned, clearly annoyed, “She and Steven chose to be together. If you 
want to call her cheap, isn’t Steven, who held all the cards, even cheaper?”  

Daniela argued, “Steven was just messing around with her.”  

Jarvis pulled Hannah close into his arms, “And wasn’t Hannah just messing 
around with your Steven?”  

Daniela started, “Jarvis!”  

Jarvis continued, “Marriage was their decision, and fooling around was also 
their choice. If anyone’s to be called cheap, it’s both of them. Why should my 
Hannah get insulted just because she’s a woman, while Steven gets off scot-
free because he’s a man? Even more, he seems proud of his many 
conquests. Why is that?” Hannah kept quiet. She knew she was walking into a 
trap before she came here. Daniela was definitely not going to make this easy 
for her. 
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Daniela, this woman had been living the life of Riley since day one. She 
always got whatever she wanted. And there’s someone to clean it up 
whatever mess she got into. And since she got away with bloody everything, 
Daniela might do something super risky. So, to protect herself, Hannah 
needed to find a way to save her  

Overt  

On the way to a meeting, she red calling Steven again three times. And all 
she got was the same old story. Even though it was broad daylight. Steven’s 
phone was still off. What a cold fish he was!  

Steven ignoring her calls might mean he was cool with Daniela setting her up. 
She couldn’t pin her hopes on him anymore. As for Comelia and Marcus, 
Marcus couldn’t even take care of himself right now, let alone help her. After 



much thought, she turned to Jarvis, whose contact info she was just added. 
Jarvis was from a big shot family in the capital, and he had definitely got the 
clout to help her out. So, she shot Jarvis a message Hey, can we video 
chat?]  

Instead of replying with a text, Jarvis called her on video. “You summoned me. 
I gotta respond. What’s up, dating?” Jarvis asked.  

Hannah flashed a smile, Tm in a bit of a pickle.”  

Jarvis said. “Oh…” From his tone, she could tell he had probably seen the 
news, but he didn’t seem keen on helping.  

Hannah asked, “Can we make a deal?”  

Jarvis replied. “A deal? Can’t you live without making deals?”  

Hannah laughed, of I’m not making deals, do you really expect me to talk 
feelings with you?”  

Jarvis said. “We certainly don’t have feelings.”  

Hannah asked. So, will you help me?”  

Jarvis seemed to be in a car. He adjusted to a comfortable position and said. 
“This time it’s the Salazar family from Harbor City after you. You must know 
they’re big fish there. Not many can beat them.”  

Hannah said. “Even though we just met, I know the power and influence your 
family holds. If you help me, Daniela will surely back off out of respect for 
you.”  

Jarvis said, fl help you, what’s in it for me?”  

Hannah said, “1 own a mub-million dollar property in Riverton, Blueshell 
Mansion, next to Marcus from the Hardley family. If you help me through this 
crisis, I’ll give it to you?  

Jervis asked, “Do you think I need a house?”  

Hannah said, “You may not need a house, but you need a chance to get close 
to Comelia. After they retum to Riverton, Comelia and Marcus might settle in 
the Blueshell Mansion. Wouldn’t it be convenient if you lived there too?”  



Using her good friend Comelia as bait might be wrong, but it was the only 
thing Hannah could think of that might tempt Jarvis.  

Jarvis chuckled. “Hannah, are you losing your marbles? The Hardley Group 
has declared bankruptcy and there are even rumors that Marcus is dead. I’ve 
looked into it and he’s very much alive. Can you spill the beans about why 
he’s faking his death?” 
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Hannah asked, “Why?”  

Jarvis answered, “Because the Hartley Group went bankrupt. Marcus is flat 
broke and up to his eyeballs in debt. So he pulled a fast one and faked his 
own death to skip out on his bills. Don’t you think people like him who fake 
their deaths and change their names to dodge debts should be looked down 
upon? I just can’t wrap my head around why Comelia still sticks up for him. 
Has she been bamboozled by him?”  

Hannah didn’t say anything for a moment.  

Jarvis went on, “I gotta have a chat with Old Augustine about this. Get him to 
dig into whether Cornelia’s been hoodwinked by Marcus. How could she 
possibly still be so into this guy and so protective of him?”  

Hannah said, “Maybe it’s because you’re an outsider. You only see the side of 
Marcus he wants you to see. As for what he’s really like, I believe no one 
knows better than Comelia.” She had known Cornelia for so long and knew 
her personality well. If Cornelia was that protective of Marcus, he must have 
something going for  

him.  

Jarvis said, “I gotta go. I need to call Old Augustine.”  

In a rush, Hannah said, “Jarvis, I’m in a tight spot right now. Can’t you stop 
poking your nose into Cornelia and her husband’s business? To be honest, 
not only does Cornelia think her husband is great, but I also think he’s pretty 
solid.”  



Jarvis asked, “Is he better than me?”  

Hannah said, “Do you want the truth?”  

Jarvis said, “I don’t want to hear anything unpleasant.”  

Hannah said, “If you don’t want to hear it, then quit comparing yourself to 
Marcus. We should be focusing on our deal.”  

Jarvis said, “Lay it on me. What’s your offer? Make it worth my effort.”  

Hannah said, “My house in Blueshell Mansion is worth a hundred million. If 
you step in, you could get a hundred million in assets. That’s not a bad deal 
for you. You’re a businessman; you wouldn’t pass up money, would you?”  

Jarvis said, “Hannah, you should know the last thing I need is money. Trying 
to tempt me with cash? Looks like you’re barking up the wrong tree.”  

Once, Hannah had heard Steven say that no one ever said they had too much 
money. If she was negotiating and the other person said they were not 
interested in the money, it meant she was not offering enough, nowhere near 
enough to make them bend. She added, “My contract with my current agency 
is about to expire. I was planning to go independent, but now I can give you a 
shot at being my boss. As long as you help me out this time, half of what I 
earn in the future could be yours.”  

As long as the crisis was averted, Hannah was a guaranteed box office hit 
and she could make quite a lot of money. This figure was indeed tempting.  

But Jarvis had never cared about money, he said, “Sweetheart, I’ve already 
told you, money won’t sway me. Give me an offer I can’t refuse.”  

But apart from money, Hannah had no idea what else she could offer. “What 
do you want, then?” Hannah asked.  

Jarvis said, “I want to be with Cornelia!”  

Hannah looked at him and retorted, “You’re dreaming.”  

Jarvis responded, “Then we have nothing more to discuss.”  



Hannah figured he wasn’t really interested in hanging up the phone, so on a 
whim, she had an idea, “If you help me out of my mess, I’ll do whatever you 
need me to do in the future.”  

The offer sounded pretty good. But it still wasn’t enough to make Jarvis bite. 
Just then, his phone beeped. He must’ve gotten a new message. He glanced 
at it and said, “Send me the address.” 
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