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Chapter $21  

Jeremy had been AWOL the entire day  

Cornelia had a full–
blown panic attack. She paced nervously around her room, determined to trac
k him down no matter what. She tried giving him a ning, but it was like trying t
o get blood out of a stone, no answer. So, she thought about calling 
his colleagues. But then, it dawned on her, that she didn’t have his colleagues
 digits.  

She didn’t know squat about Jeremy. Even after being hitched for two years, s
he was still in the dark about his job….  

Feeling like a fish out of water, Comelia thought of Marcus and Briana. These 
siblings knew Jeremy better than she did and might have contacts she neede
d After some pondering, she shot a message to Marcus: “Hey, President Hartl
ey, sorry to bug you this late. You don’t happen to have Jeremy’s work buddie
s contact, do you?”  

After sending the message, she stared at her phone, waiting for a reply. But M
arcus was like a ghost, no response.  

Feeling a bit stood up, Cornelia decided to bite the bullet and give Marcus a c
all.  

It took forever for him to pick up. As soon as he answered, Cornelia blurted ou
t “President Hartley, sorry to be a pain and call you this late. I just wondered if 
you have Jeremy’s colleagues‘ number?”  

But the 
voice on the other end was Dr. Dawson’s: “Comella, Marc’s swamped, hasn’t 
got time for your call. If there’s nothing else, I’m going to hang up”  

Comelia wasn’t ready to let this lead go cold: “Dr. Dawson, could you maybe a
sk him he has Jeremy’s colleagues‘ number?”  

Dr. Dawson replied: “Sorry! Marc’s off–limits, I can’t help you” And 
then she hung up  



Dr. Dawson was off her game today. Feeling high and dry, Cornelia decided t
o give Brana a call. No answer the first time, but 
Briana picked up the second time.  

Briana sounded like she just woke up: “Cornelia, what’s up?”  

Cornelia said “Briana, sorry to disturb your beauty sleep. I’ve been trying to re
ach Jeremy all day, and I’m worried sick. Do you have his colleagues‘ number
, maybe! can reach him through them. Or is there any other way to get hold of 
him?”  

Briana suddenly sounded more awake: “Cornelia, are you saying you can’t re
ach your hubby?”  

She knew Marcus took their marriage seriously, he wouldn’t just ignore Comel
ia’s messages.  

Cornelia nodded hastily: “Yeah, Bri, can you help me reach him? As long as I 
know he’s okay, it doesn’t matter if he calls me back.”  

Briana said: “Cornelia, cool your jets, let me try to reach him first, see what he’
s up to  

After hanging up, Briana immediately dialed Marcus’s cell, first his personal on
e, but it was switched off.  

Next, she tried his work phone. As soon as she got through and said, “Hey bro
, she heard Dr. Dawson’s voice saying, “Bri, Mr. Marcus is tied up right now, h
e might not be able to take your call.”  

Briana replied, “Dr. Dawson, Cornelia’s looking for my brother, she can’t reach
 him and she’s freaking out. No matter how busy Marcus is, I hope 
you can get him to. reply to Cornelia ASAP”  

Dr. Dawson was silent for a few seconds on the other end of the phone, then 
slowly said. “Bri, Marcus might not be able to call Cornelia back right now.”  
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Briana was pissed off, “Why can’t he call Cornella back? She’s his wife. He mi
ght be caught up with stuff, but what’s more important than his wife?”  

Dr. Dawson replied, “Marc is in the hospital. He’s not well”  

Briana was shocked. “What happened to my brother? Is it serious?”  

Knowing Marc, he would’ve definitely called Cornelia back if it wasn’t serious.  

“He’s in a coma right now,” Dr. Dawson replied.  

Upon hearing this, Briana was anxious, “TII go explain to Cornelia. Which hos
pital are you in? I’m coming now.”  

“No need for you to come. I’m here 
with Marc. And don’t tell Comelia, Marc doesn’t want her to know,” said Dr. Da
wson.  

This made Brana even more funous, “My brother is lying unconscious and you
 didn’t inform us. I didn’t blame you for that. Now I want to see him, and you’re
 stopping me? Do you think you’re closer to him? Let me tell you, Cornelia is t
he closet person to my brother. They’re legally married, and no matter what h
appens, you should tell her”  

Dr. Dawson replied coldly, “Now you remember that you’re the closest ones to
 Marc? How many dangers has he faced these years, do you know? Who was
 with him when he was 
in danger, do you know? We were the ones who always stood by his side, pro
tecting him!”  

With that, Dr. Dawson hung up.  

Brana, listening to the busy tone, felt something was off, but couldn’t pinpoint 
what. Now wasn’t the time to ponder though. She needed to 
placate Cornelia and not let her worry.  

So, she immediately called Comelia back, “Comelia, I just spoke to Jeremy’s c
olleague. He told me Jeremy didn’t reply because his phone was stolen and h
e hasn’t had a chance to replace it yet”  

“Is that really the case?” asked Comelia.  



“If you don’t believe me, I can give you his colleague’s number. You can ask h
im yourself, replied Briana.  

Hearing this, Cornelia was finally relieved, “That’s fine, as long as he didn’t ru
n into some kind of trouble.”  

He’s definitely not okay! Your intuition was spot on!  

Although Bnana wanted to tell Cornelia the truth, she didn’t want 
her to worry and made up a story, “Comelia, he’s a grown man, what could po
ssibly happen to -
him? Be honest, do you think he’s run off with some other woman if he doesn’t
 contact you for a day?”  

Cornelia replied, “Not really…”  

After giving it some thought, Briana decided to tell Cornelia about Marcus. Cor
nelia was her sister–in–
law, and if everyone kept Cornelia in the dark about Marcus. she’d feel awful 
when she eventually finds out.  

“Cornelia, there’s nothing wrong with Jeremy, but my brother is in some troubl
e, continued Briana.  

“What happened to President Hartley? Cornelia asked.  

“My brother’s in the hospital. He’s ill, replied Briana.  

“Is it serious?” Cornelia asked, concerned.  

“It seems to be somewhat serious. Would you like to come to the hospital 
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Comelia asked, “What’s wrong with him?”  



Briana replied. “I’m not really sure what’s up, I just heard from Dr. Dawson tha
t he’s sick and in the hospital. Cornelia, would you mind coming with me to visi
t my brother at the hospital?”  

That morning, Cornelia saw Marcus getting all cozy with Natalia at the Riversi
de Terrace Club, and then he got sick 
in the evening Was it because he usually kept his desires on a leash and let lo
ose all of a sudden, his body just couldn’t handle it?  

If that’s the case, Cornella thought Marcus deserved it.  

But his wife, she was really getting the short end of the stick. He was out there
 messing around, and when his health took a hit, those women wouldn’t be th
ere for him. The burden of caring for him fell onto Dr Dawson and his wife.  

The more Comelia thought about it, the more sickened she felt, “Bri, I’m curre
ntly at Southern Peak, and it’s not convenient for me to accompany you to visi
t President Hartley If I return to Riverton and President Harley is still in the hos
pital, visit him then.”  

“You’re at Southern Peak? Can’t you come back tonight?” After asking, Briana
 didn’t 
even let Cornelia answer, “There are still train tickets from Southern Peak to R
iverton. It’s a quick ride. Cornelia, just hurry back. I’ll pick you up at the train st
ation  

Briana was so enthusiastic, it was kind of 
hard to say no to her. But every time Comela thought about Marcus’s actions 
this morning, she felt sick to her stomach. She didn’t want to see him before s
he had a chance to adjust her mindset. And her going to the hospital in the mi
ddle of the night as an outsider would only cause trouble. 
“Br, I need to stay with my grandma, I’m really sorry.”  

Bnana nodded disappointingly, “Alnight then. Cornelia, you rest up, I’ll hang u
p now!  

It was a shame, Cornelia was always worried about Jeremy, and she sounded
 like shit was on the verge of tears on the phone. But when she heard about M
arcus being sick and in the hospital, she didn’t seem worried or sympathetic at
 all, and wasn’t willing to go with her to visit him.  



Guess Cornelia didn’t really 
care much about Marcus, and her brother needed to step up his game.  

She wondered if Cornelia would regret not going to the hospital today 
when she finds out that Jeremy and Marcus are actually the same person.  

After confirming that 
Jeremy was okay, Cornelia finally breathed a sigh of relief. She thought she c
ould get a good night’s sleep, but as soon as she lay down, the scene from thi
s morning kept replaying in her mind  

-The messy room, the entwined couple….  

“Ahh!” Cornelia smacked her forehead, telling herself over and over again, 
“Cornelia, stop thinking about all that crap. Marcus is just your boss; his privat
e life has nothing to do with you You just need to focus on doing your job.”  

That’s right, some things you can’t just forget by not thinking about them, the 
harder you try not to think, the clearer the images in your memory become. Sh
e could even hear the sounds of them in bed…  

Cornelia tossed and turned all night because of this, and didn’t fall asleep until
 late into the night.  

She didn’t sleep well, was woken up by the alarm in the morning, and her eye
s were super puffy.  

Seeing her like this, the two elderly ladies were very worried, “Nelly, is it beca
use you’re not used to this bed, causing you to not sleep well?”  

Cornelia couldn’t say it was because she didn’t sleep well due to her boss’s af
fair. She awkwardly nodded, “That’s probably it.”  
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Granny Luisa said, “Then you should go take a break after breakfast”  



Cornelia: “Granny, I’m fine. I get my energy back in a 
bit. Cornelia woke up early to have breakfast with the two old ladies, then walk
ed with them in the yard and chats, spending as much time with them as possi
ble.  

Her main purpose of coming to Southern Peak was to accompany the two gra
nnies she spent the 
whole day shut in her room sleeping, she might as well not  

come.  

During the walk, the conversation somehow veered back to Comelia and Jere
my, and naturally, the topic of having kids came up again.  

Comelia really didn’t want to continue 
this topic, so she quickly changed the subject. Grannies, what do you want for
 lunch? I can cook for you, okay?”  

Granny Luisa said. “No need, someone is already preparing lunch.”  

1  

Granny Rebecca said. “Next time remember to bring Jay with you to Southern 
Peak We want to ask when he’s planning to have kids.”  

Granny Luisa said, “Or I can call Jeremy now to ask what he’s thinking?”  

Cornelia quickly intervened, 
“Granny, Jeremy’s phone was stolen, and we can’t get in touch with him now.”
  

Granny Luisa said, “Then we’ll contact him later. Anyway, you two need to sta
rt planning for a baby, and you can’t delay any longer. If it drags on, we two ol
d ladies might not see your child even when we’re six feet under“)  

This kind of pressure to have children made Cornelia feel stressed. She origin
ally bought a ticket to return to Riverton in the 
evening, but she changed it to the afternoon, returning to Riverton earlier  

Back in Riverton, she had some time to kill, so Comelia decided to hit the mall
 and buy some clothes, otherwise she’d have nothing to wear during the 
summer. The nearest mall to her home was the Riverton Holiday Plaza.  



This mall is a large complex incorporating a shopping centre, offices, and a fiv
e–
star themed hotel. It’s conveniently located above a subway station and is one
 of Riverton’s most famous five–star shopping centres.  

The first to fifth floors of the mall have more affordable brands that the averag
e office worker can afford.  

The sixth floor features restaurants offering dishes from all over the country. G
enerally, a meal for three costs about $100, which is within Cornelia’s budget.  

The seventh to ninth floors offer international luxury brands, with the cheapest
 clothing starting in the five figures. It’s a place for the rich.  

The tenth floor also has restaurants, but these are high–end 
ones, with meals starting at $1000 per person.  

Places like these, Cornelia and her friends could only afford to come once a y
ear. Even if they had some savings in their accounts, they wouldn’t want to co
me a second time. Paying the bill after a meal felt like they were cutting off a f
ew pounds of flesh.  

Cornelia made her way to the first floor.  

Just a few steps in, she heard a sweet voice behind her, “Cornelia!”  

When she heard this voice, Cornelia realized it was Natalia.  

She turned around to see Natalia walking towards her in stilettos, “Cornelia, it’
s really you. I thought I was seeing things. Are you here to shop for clothes to
o?”  

“Yes” Cornelia looked at Natalia  

The weather was hot today. Natalia had ditched her usual simple attire and w
as wearing a white long–
sleeved bubble dress, with a small scarf tied around her neck. While speaking
, Natalia lightly pulled her scarf, revealing a mark that looked like a hickey und
er the scarf.  
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Comella wasn’t sure whether 
Natalia Intentionally let her see it or not, but she definitely caught a glimpse of 
it  

Natalia excitedly grabbed Comelia, “Cornelia, are you shopping alone? Wann
a team up?  

Comelia looked down at Natalia’s hand gripping her arm, paused, then subtly 
pulled away, “Ms. Reese, I can only afford to shop from the first to fifth floor”  

Natalia, seemingly oblivious to Cornelia’s aloofness, grabbed her arm again, “
My brother just wired me some money, so we could shop from the sixth to nint
h floor together. If you see anything you like, I can buy it for you”  

Cameron thought she was really dating Marcus now, so he wired her a big su
m of money today, hoping she could dress up 
and not embarrass herself in front of  

Marcus  

Comelia said, “No need.”  

Natalia said. “Then let’s shop from the first to fifth floor together.”  

Comelia said, “I won’t help you chase after President Hartley, so you don’t 
need to butter me up.”  

Natalia said, “Comelia, I can’t live 
without Marcus. Would you rather see me die?”  

Comelia pulled her arm free, took 
two steps back and kept her distance from Natalia, No one can’t live without s
omeone else. If you’re determined to make your own life miserable, that’s your
 business”  

Natalia 
blinked, tears welling up in her eyes, making her look pitiful, “Cornelia, it’s bec
ause you’re the only one who can help me.*  



Comelia coldly said. “The only one who can 
save you is yourself. Don’t pin your hopes on others, especially someone you’
re not even close with.”  

Natalia wiped her tears, “Are you not helping me because you also like Marc? 
Is it because you already slept with Marc?”  

Cornelia sneered, “So if I don’t help you, I’m the bad guy. Is that your idea of 
wanting to be friends with me?”  

Natalia panicked, “Comelia, I didn’t mean that, I just want to know if things are
 as I suspect… If they are, I, L  

I  

Cornelia said. “You what?”  

Natalia said, “I might give Marc to you.”  

Comelia couldn’t help but laugh, “Is Marcus yours? You can give him to me? 
Do you see him as a commodity that can be traded?”  

Natalia lowered her head, murmuring, 
“I feel like if I’m competing against you, I don’t stand a chance.”  

Seeing her serious expression, Cornelia thought for a moment, then asked, “I 
want to ask you something, and you have to answer me.”  

Natalia said, “Ask away.”  

Comelia asked, “Have you hook up with Marcus?”  

Natalia was about to shake her head, but then remembering Zavier’s words, s
he firmly nodded, 
“Comelia, I… you know, my dream since childhood was to marry Marc. The ni
ght before last, I finally had the chance. He wanted me. Why would I refuse hi
m?”  

Cornelia didn’t say anything. She didn’t even understand why she asked Natal
ia. She saw it with her own eyes, yet she doubted what she saw, hoping to get
 a denial  

from Natalia.  



But this answer disappointed her!  
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Natalia clung onto Comelia’s hand, squeezing so hard it hurt. “Cornelia, is it b
ecause had a thing with Marcus that you don’t want to be friends with me any
more?” Comelia looked at Natalia, who seemed truly desperate to be her frien
d, but she couldn’t be friends with someone whose values were so different fr
om hers. “Natalia, we were never truly friends to begin with…”  

“Natalia, from now on, I won’t rope you into chasing after Marcus, and I won’t 
mention him in front of you. Can we still be friends?” Natalia’s voice was urgen
t, almost pleading.  

Comelia was softening, unsure of how to respond when a gentle voice came fr
om behind, “Natalia, who are you chatting with?”  

Natalia’s face changed, and she quickly moved towards the source of the voic
e. “Mon), why are you here?”  

The person was none other than Natalia’s mother, Clair.  

Comelia turned around to see a woman in her forties, dressed head to toe in d
esigner labels.  

Clair gave Comelia an arrogant glance before looking away, as if another look
 at Comelia would dirty her eyes.  

“Natalia, I’ve told you so many times, you’re a Reese, you shouldn’t make frie
nds with just anyone. Why can’t you listen?” She patted Natalia’s head in a se
emingly gentle manner, but her tone left no room for discussion.  

“Mom, she’s not just anyone. She’s Marcus’s assistant. She’s with him every d
ay and he values her a lot,” Natalia defended.  



Upon hearing that she was 
Marcus’s assistant, Clair’s attitude did a 180. “Then why didn’t you introduce h
er to us earlier?”  

‘Natalia, I’m gonna head out,” Cornelia said, turning to leave. She had no inter
est in arrogant people, and had no desire to be involved with them.  

From behind, Clair’s sharp voice rang out, “She’s Marcus’s assistant, but she’
s nothing more than a glorified errand girl, acting all high and mighty in front of
 me.”  

Hearing the mocking voice, Cornelia whipped around, smiling at Clair, “For a 
woman of the Reese family, and the lady of one of the top four families in Rive
rton, you sure don’t know the first thing about manners. Just barking around li
ke some stray dog. I wonder where you picked up such a lack of decorum”  

With that, Cornelia turned again, walking away with grace. She had to shop fo
r clothes, cook dinner, and wait for Zack and Abigail to come home.  

In the Reese family, few dared to talk back to Clair. Clair was left fuming, unab
le to conjure up a retort, and could only watch Cornelia leave.  

“Cornelia…” Natalia wanted to chase after Cornelia, but Clair stopped her. “W
hat did you call that woman?”  

“She’s Cornelia Is there a problem, mom?” Natalia asked.  

“Where is she from?” Clair asked.  

“I think she’s from Rosenberg,” Natalia answered.  

Clair’s face went pale, her heart pounding. “You can’t have any more contact 
with he  

“Why?” Natalia was confused.  

“I just don’t want you to have any contact with her. You need to listen to me, a
nd you don’t need to know why” Clair stated.  

“But I can only get close to Marc through her…” Natalia started.  

“You’ll have to find another way. No matter how you get close to Marcus, you 
can’t have any contact with her Clair instructed.  
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Natalia suddenly blurted 
out, “If you’re not letting me hang out with Comelia, then you better help me g
et Marc Or get me the hell away from Cameron, away from Riverton. I can’t st
and another day with that freak.”  

Clair immediately pulled her into a hug, gently patting her back and saying, “H
ang in there, Natalia Just a little longer, everything will be alright”  

Natalia pushed Clair away, rolled up her sleeve, and shoved her bruised arm i
n Clair’s face, “Look at this, all done by Cameron. He gets pissed off outside a
nd takes It out on me at home. If I stay in that house any longer, he’ll beat me 
to death. Why do you keep telling me to hang in there? Arn I even your child?”
  

Smack!  

Clair slapped Natalia’s face hard, looking furious, “I raised you, gave you the b
est life possible. Now you’re all grown up, yelling at me and questioning if I’m 
your real mother. You’ve really disappointed me, Natalia.”  

The slap rang loud and clear. It should’ve hurt, but Natalia felt nothing. As if h
er body had already numbed to this kind of pain.  

She touched her slapped face 
and suddenly laughed, “So now even you’re hitting met You gave birth to me 
and raised me. All so you could hit me whenever you  

want?”  

“You’re crazy!” Clair looked at Natalia coldly, gestured for a bodyguard, “Take 
her horne, don’t let her embarrass us in public.”  

Natalia gave a cold laugh, “So, speaking the truth is now embarrassing? But 
me throwing myself at Marcus isn’t? He’s a married man, and he loves his wif
e. But you want me to be the mistress and that’s not shameful? Because he’s 



Marcus, because he’s richer than us, the Reese family. I should throw away m
y dignity to get close to him. This world really worships money!”  

Clair slapped Natalia again out of anger, “Take her home. She’s not to leave t
he house without my permission.”  

Natalia shook off the bodyguard’s hand, “You better keep your word, don’t let 
me leave the house.”  

Clair was fuming. “You!”  

As the crowd grew, some even took out their phones to take pictures. Clair or
dered the bodyguards to disperse the crowd, then left the mall herself.  

Once back in the car, Clair kept thinking about Comelia’s face. After some dee
p thought, she dialed a number, “Do you have any recent pictures of that kid?”
  

Whatever the response was, Clair nodded, “Photos from her teens would do, 
send then over.”  

Soon, she received a photo. Upon seeing the girl in the picture, she paled. He
r hand was shaking so much she could barely hold onto her phone.  

After a while, she composed herself and deleted the photo. Then she redialed 
the number again, “When did she come to Riverton?”  

The person on the other end 
of the line said, “She came to Riverton for college and has settled there. At the
 end of last year, she also brought her grandmother to Riverton.”  

Hearing this, Clair looked slightly panicked, “An old woman her age also came 
to Riverton? Do they know something?”  

The person on the other end said, “What could they possibly know? That car a
ccident was a mere accident, the police found nothing suspicious back then. 
What could an old woman and a 
child possibly know? The girl was accepted into University of Riverton Due to 
some problems at home, she was kicked out of Rosenberg and stayed in Rive
rton.”  

Clair asked, “She’s so lucky, what problems could she have?”  



The person responded, “A few years ago, when she was a freshman or sopho
more in college. She got bored during the holidays, seduced a neighbor’s hus
band and was caught by his wife. The incident was huge and was on the local
 headlines. She became the most hated person in the city”  

A light sparked in Clair’s eyes, “Tell me the details. If possible, get me those n
ewspapers. The more detailed the better.”  

The person on the other end of the line chuckled, “When she was kicked out o
f Rosenberg and forced to stay in Riverton, I knew you’d need this information
 someday I’ve saved the newspapers, screenshots of online reports, and phot
os of the scene for you”  

Clair said, “After all these years, you’re still the kindest to me.”  
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The guy on the other 
end of the line replied, “Well, if I’m not nice to you, who else would I be nice to
? I’ve made a bunch of copies of those documents. I’ll send you  

one tomorrow.”  

Clair asked, “Do you have contact information for that old lady?”  

The guy on the phone said, “I’ll text you her number later.”  

Clair replied, “Alnght.”  

After hanging up, Clair gripped her phone tightly. Her eyes were flickering with
 a ruthless glint. She had sacrificed a lot to get where she was now, and she w
ouldn’t let anyone mess it up  

Anyone who didn’t belong in this city had to go.  

Comelia had a little shopping spree, buying a casual long skirt, two loose T–
shirts, art two pairs of shorts.  



On her days off, she liked to chill at home. She would put on just a T–
shirt and a pair of shorts, and she was good for the whole summer  

After shopping. Comelia took the subway home and picked up some groceries
 for dinner at the supermarket near her apartment complex.  

Once home, she started cooking  

Just as she was pulling the last dish out of the pot, the door opened. Zack and
 Abigail came in, as if they had timed it to coincide with her finishing up dinner  

They walked in saying. The moment we stepped out of the elevator, we smell
ed food It has to be your cooking.”  

Comelia chuckled and 
said, “I just whipped up something simple, not a feast or anything”  

Abigail said. That’s fine. I’m trying to lose weight anyway.”  

Zack walked into the kitchen, washed his hands, and started bringing the dish
es to the table, “BBQ, fish and chips, lobster, and onion rings, these are all go
odies. Since when did you become so modest?”  

Abigail hugged Cornelia, planting kisses on her cheek, “These are all my favor
ite dishes, Cornelia. I just adore you.”  

Comeka bashfully wiped her cheek, “Abigail, don’t just kiss me randomly.”  

Abigail chuckled, “Your boyfriend hasn’t even shown up, and you’re already k
eeping me at arm’s length.”  

Cornelia retorted, “Yes, aside from my boyfriend, I don’t let anyone 
else kiss me”  

Abigail challenged, “Why?” Then she hugged Cornelia again and planted two 
more kisses on her cheek, “I want to leave my mark on you, to show that you’r
e mine. Let’s see if your boyfriend dares to challenge me.”  

Zack frowned, “Can you two not be so 
gross? Are you doing this on purpose to keep me from eating?”  
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Abigail stuck her tongue 
out at Zack, “Humph, you’re just jealous that I can kiss Smelly Nelly and you c
an’t  

Zack was speechless, “You just admitted she’s smelly, who’d want to kiss her
?”  

Comelia also chimed in, “Are you implying you’re any sweeter?”  

Abigail shot back. “Smelly Nelly is actually quite fragrant. You’re the stinky on
e, you smelly man!”  

At the mention of ‘smelly man, Comelia was reminded of Marcus and his enta
nglement with Natalia.  

After some thought she asked, “Zack, I have a question about you men. I nee
d an honest answer, no hiding”  

Seeing Comelia’s serious expression, Zack and Abigail immediately wiped 
off their smiles and stared back at her seriously.  

Zack replied, “Shoot”  

Abigail leaned in close, both of them staring at Zack. Feeling 
uncomfortable under their 
intense gaze, Zack instinctively stepped back, “Just ask the question, no need
 to look at me like that. It’s creeping me out!”  

Comelia moved closer, “People say that woman outside is more attractive tha
n a man’s own wife, and there’s no man who doesn’t cheat. What do you think
 about that?”  

Zack asked, “Are you asking if I think other girls are prettier than you two?”  



Comelia glared at him and said, “I want to know. Do men always think other w
omen are better, no matter how beautiful, gentle, and virtuous their wife is?”  

Zack jumped up excitedly. “Did your boyfriend cheat on you? He’s cheating bu
t still on’t leave you alone? Tell me where he is, I’ll make sure he can’t do this 
anymore”  

Comelia was taken aback by Zack’s reaction and quickly reassured him, 
“Not my boyfriend, he would never cheat on me.”  

Abigail asked what Zack had been wondering. “Then why bring it up all of a su
ddent’s scary!”  

Cornelia hesitated and admitted. “I saw a married man with another woman.”  

Zack and Abigail asked in unison, “Who?”  

Cornelia replied, “You don’t know him. He always seemed to adore his wife. I 
couldn’t believe what I was seeing. So I wanted to ask Zack, do you guys alwa
ys have other women, no matter how much you love your wife?”  

Zack instantly pointed out, “Marcus is cheating?”  

Cornelia was taken aback. She hadn’t explicitly mentioned Marcus, how did Z
ack guess?  

She quickly shook her head, “Not Marcus, it’s not him. How could it be him?”  

But her denial didn’t help.  

Zack was certain she was talking about Marcus, “I knew Marcus was no good 
from the start. He’s got a wife and he’s still trying to hook up with you”  

Annoyed, Cornelia smacked Zack’s head, “I told you, it’s not 
him. He’s never had those intentions toward me.”  

Zack retorted, “I’m a guy. I understand men’s thoughts better than you do.”  

Comelia was silent for a moment. In truth, she had felt before that Marcus mig
ht be interested in her. But between her 
intuition and Marcus’s explanation, she chose to believe Marcus.  

Abigail asked, “Then who is it?”  



Cornelia replied, “The boss of one of our partners.”  

Abigail asked, “Really?”  

Cornelia nodded firmly, “Yes.”  
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Abigail let out a sigh, “I’m so glad it’s not your hubby. If he was messing aroun
d on the side, I’d be heartbroken.”  

Comelia asked, “Why would you be heartbroken?”  

Abigail replied, “Ever since I met your husband, all the leading men in the nov
els I read have his handsome face. If he’s a cheat, I won’t be able to enjoy tho
se novels anymore.”  

Comelia was left speechless.  

Abigail was easily fooled, but Zack was a tough nut to crack. He chimed in, “Ri
ch guys play fast and loose, more than we could ever imagine. Don’t kid yours
elves thinking they’d only stick with their wives.”  

Comelia asked him, “You think so too?”  

Zack replied, I ain’t no rich guy.”  

Abigail shot back, “Who said only rich men fool around? Look at the news onli
ne, poor men and ugly guys cheat more than rich and handsome ones”  

Zack stood his ground. Im not like them.”  

Abigail asked him, “How so?”  

Zack explained, “I grew up with you guys, playing girly games. You’ve influenc
ed me to the point where I don’t have those playboy thoughts.”  



Abigail jokingly patted Zack’s shoulder, 
“Buddy, lets go to Thailand sometime. We need to make your body match you
r mind.”  

Zack looked down at his body and quickly buttoned up his shirt, “I’m the only c
hild in the Ruck family. My dad wants me to carry on the bloodline. If I got surg
ery in Thailand, he’d kill me”  

Cornelia and Abigail burst into laughter at Zack’s antics.  

Cornelia was even laughing so hard she was crying. She wiped her tears with 
a tissue “Zack, stop kidding around and answer my question seriously, without
 any prejudice.”  

Zack pondered and then replied, “To be honest, I’ve dreamed of having multip
le wives But then I remember you guys always picking on me and that idea flie
s out the window.”  

Abigail punched him, “When did we ever pick on you?”  

Zack replied, “Aren’t you doing it right now?”  

Cornelia said, “Stop the small talk, answer me properly.”  

Zack added, “I think everyone has the potential to be unfaithful, not just men, 
women loo. It’s all about whether you can control it with morality. Do those wh
o cheat not 
know it’s immoral? Of course, they do. But knowing this, they still do it. It show
s they think with their bodies, seeking only physical stimulation. Morality can’t 
restrain them. Do those good men who love their wives and children not find o
ther women more attractive than their wives? Sure they do. However, they ca
n control. their desires and never cross the line. They stick to their principles.”  

Hearing this, Cornelia couldn’t help but give Zack a thumbs up. “Zack, you’ve 
got some deep thoughts. You’re absolutely right, we can’t generalize. There ar
e unfaithful and faithful men, just as there are faithful and unfaithful women.”  

Abigail nodded in agreement.  

Zack continued, “Since we’re on the subject, let’s talk about Jeremy.”  



Cornelia said, “Zack, I’m telling you. We can talk about Jeremy, but you can’t 
badmouth him.”  
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