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Chapter 621  

Don’t be scared‘ I’m here! These two sentences immediately filled Cornelia wit
h boundless strength  

She looked at him, trying to make out his face in the dark.  

Marcus in the dark was like a beast ready to charge, even without seeing his f
ace, Cornelia could feel his strength.  

No matter when, he always looked noble and elegant.  

He picked up his phone and called Cornelia, posing as Jeremy  

As soon as the call was connected, Cornelia hastily hung up. She texted him 
back, “Jeremy, I can’t accept that you’re Marcus yet, so I don’t want to go publ
ic for now, okay?” Marcus couldn’t wait any longer. He didn’t want to wait anot
her second, but between his wishes and Cornelia’s, he chose to respect Corn
elia’s thoughts without hesitation.  

He replied. “Okay”  

Comelia, III handle the rest, can you wait outside for me?”  

Even though it was a conversation between Cornelia and Jeremy now, becau
se she knew Jeremy was Marcus, Marcus can feel her caution.  

Marcus didn’t like Cornelia’s cautious attitude.  

He wished she could be confident as before when she didn’t 
know his identity, occasionally 
ordering him around, telling him to save money and not to waste  

But Marcus knew, the fact that Jeremy was Marcus was a huge blow to Corne
lia and had caused quite a shock to her  

Cornelia needed time to adjust, he couldn’t push her too hard.  



He replied again, “Okay.”  

A simple “okay” wasn’t enough, he added, “In front of you, I’m just your Jerem
y, no one else.”  

The title “your Jeremy‘ hit Cornelia’s heart heavily again.  

If it was before, Cornelia would have responded with “I’m your Cornelia“, but t
he thought of Marcus on the other end kept her from replying.  

She didn’t know what to say next, and in the end just replied. “Thank you!”  

Marcus, “I am your husband!”  

Ah, why did her mind get confused every time he showed up?  

Cornelia shook her head vigorously, throwing the image of Marcus out of her 
mind, forcing herself to stay clear–headed in dealing with the Reese family.  

The guests present were confused as to why the clown had suddenly turned i
nto a member of the Reese family.  

Clair, like a broken record, kept repeating. “The necklace I’m wearing is fake, t
he necklace I’m wearing is fake…”  
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Granger said, “The Reese family ain’t broke, you could have any necklace you
 fancy, why choose a knockoff? You’re making us look bad”  

“Right, my bad, shouldn’t have been such a show–
off Clair admitted quickly, but she was boiling inside, thinking Granger was a r
eal piece of work.  

That necklace was given to her by him. He told her it was called Heavenly Ra
diance, the last piece by the famous designer Wayland He had outbid others i
n Paris with 30  



million bucks  

The dirty ral had fooled her before. Last year, when the Heavenly Radiance n
ecklace was being auctioned, he happened to be in Paris, which was why she
 bought his story without doing her homework  

Otherwise, she wouldn’t have ended up in such a pickle.  

Granger turned to Cameron, “You’re now the CEO of the Reese Group, but yo
u still don’t think before you act. Ms. Stewart is young and beautiful, and you a
in’t the only rooster in the henhouse. If you fancy her, go for it, why listen to th
e gossip?”  

Granger’s words seemed like he was schooling his son, but anyone with half a
 brain could tell he was hinting that Cornelia had a lot of suitors.  

Comelia kept her poker face, watching their drama.  

Even the usually level headed Ryan couldn’t help but speak up, disregarding t
he long–
standing friendship between their families, Mr. Reese, your son’s actions dont 
seem like he’s fond of Ms. Stewart.”  

Granger’s face changed, “Ryan, you haven’t taken over the Petersen family b
usiness yet, and you don’t know the ins and outs of the business world. You s
hould spend more time with your dad, let him teach you some life lessons”  

“I might not be a whiz at business, but I’m much better at being a decent hum
an being than Cameron, even better than you,” Ryan shot back, “Ms. Stewart i
s tonight’s guest, what have you all done to her?  

First, it was a setup, then Cameron accused her of theft. You must 
know the nasty things Cameron said.”  

Ryan waved a recording device in his hand, “I’ve recorded everything tonight. 
I’ve officially accepted Ms. Stewart’s commission, we’ll be suing Cameron for 
defamation.”  

Leonardo, who had just finished his business, was still holding a megaphone, ‘
Ladies and gentlemen, you all saw that video, right?  



“That was caught by the Reese family’s surveillance, we didn’t doctor it. Despi
te the Reese family’s decline, they’re still one of the most prestigious families i
n Riverton. Why would you do this to a young girl, what’s your game?”  

Clair stepped forward, “Because I saw her wearing the same necklace as min
e, I wanted to humiliate her, so I had my daughter put my fake necklace in her
 bag.”  

Leonardo 
said, “Just because she wore a necklace identical to yours, you wanted to em
barrass her. The Reese family really acts like sewer rats.”  

Ryan and Leonardo’s accusations left the Reese family speechless  

But Cornelia knew that what the Reese family truly feared wasn’t Ryan or the 
Petersen family, but the man behind them – Marcus, the Hartley Group  

Just when it seemed the drama was over, Ryan suddenly announced, “Corneli
a’s necklace is the real Heavenly Radiance!”  

The Reese family was shameless and their methods were underhanded, and t
hey had done countless 
ugly things behind the scenes, which everyone present must know  

But as long as the Reese family was still standing, as long as they were still a
mong the 
most prestigious families in Riverton, no one would dare to point fingers 
at them.  

So when people from the Petersen and Wilson families condemned the Reese
 family for their dirty deeds, the spectators weren’t surprised.  

Until Ryan revealed that Cornelia’s necklace was the real Heavenly Radiance.
  

That was a bombshell.  

A necklace worth 30 million bucks wasn’t something just anyone could afford. 
And those who could afford 
a 30 million dollar necklace in Riverton probably wouldn’t exceed  

four  



Was Ryan suggesting that Cornelia was not just Marcus‘ assistant, but there 
might be something more going on?  

Cornelia shot Ryan a look, she didn’t want to be the center of attention, but on
ce again she was thrust into the spotlight.  
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Ryan said, “If you don’t clear up today that the necklace you’re wearing is legit
, tomorrow there’ll be a ton of media claiming you’re sporting some knock–
off. You gotta understand, they’re gonna blow this thing out of proportion”  

Cornelia pondered for a moment, figuring Ryan had a point  

For an average Joe, wearing a fake wasn’t a big deal, but she was the person
al assistant to Marcus, the big cheese of the Hartley Group. In a way, her acti
ons reflected on  

Marcus  

So, she had to prove that the necklace she was wearing was the real deal.  

Cornelia stepped forward, under the watchful eyes of everyone, and announc
ed loudly, “Yeah, this necklace I’m wearing is the real Heavenly Radiance”  

Upon hearing Comelia’s necklace was legit, Clair’s face twisted up instantly.  

She was humiliated by this woman today and found out she owned a real Hea
venly Radiance.  

How could she stomach this?  

She was just an assistant, how could she own a real Heavenly Radiance?  

Clair’s hands clenched into fists, her fingernails digging into her palms, not ev
en feeling the pain.  



She was deep in the throes of jealousy  

“So, just because you say the Heavenly Radiance is real, it’s real?” Of course,
 there were skeptics in the audience.  

A necklace was worth 30 million bucks, how could an assistant own one, unle
ss she had got some special thing going on with Marcus.  

Cornelia quickly thought of a convincing explanation, “A year ago, President H
artley flew to Paris while on his way home just to drop 30 million bucks on the 
Heavenly Radiance necklace for his wife  

*Today. Mrs. Hartley saw that I was wearing a dress without any jewelry and t
o keep me from looking too shabby, she picked out a necklace from her collec
tion to lend me” Not everyone can afford a 30 million dollar necklace, but if the
 one buying the necklace was Marcus, no one would question it.  

Money was the last thing Marcus lacked  

“So, the one who bought the Heavenly Radiance was President Hartley”  

“Oh my gosh, the usually icy President Hartley is actually so romantic.”  

“Where’s President Hanley? He only showed up for a bit and then disappeare
d, did he go home to be with his wife?”  

“Now that’s a man who really loves his wife  

Mentioning Marcus, the guests all showed admiring looks.  

In this world, everyone worshiped the strong, and someone like Marcus just 
commanded admiration.  

Everyone in the room accepted that the buyer of the Heavenly Radiance was 
Marcus, except for the folks from the Reese family who looked sour  

Comelia asked, “Can I leave now?”  

Who would dare to hold Cornelia back?  

Even Granger was especially respectful to Cornelia, “I apologize again on beh
alf of my son and my wife, I hope you can forgive them.”  



“I hold grudges, if someone crosses me, I’ll find a way to get back at them” Co
rnelia dropped this line, turned and walked over to Cameron, lowering her 
voice and said slowly, “Sir, my lawyer will be in touch with you, you just wait a
nd see.”  

Cameron clenched his fists, grinding his teeth, “You’re just having your mome
nt, let’s see how long you can keep this up.”  

Cornelia responded, “Today is enough.”  

Truth was, she didn’t plan to stir things up today, but the Reese family tried to 
frame her, and ended up showing their true colors to everyone. They could onl
y blame  

themselves  
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“Mr. Wilson, Mr. Ryan, we didn’t grab a bite at the banquet How about we go 
grab something now?” Cornelia suggested, leading the way with Leonardo an
d Pyan in tow  

As they walked, Cornelia had the nagging feeling that she was being watched 
Following her instincts, she saw Natalia looking at her with longing as if she h
ad a lot to say  

but couldn’t find the words.  

Cornelia didn’t dare approach Natalia The Reese family were currently mad a
s a hornet at her. If she were to approach Natalia now, who knew what they m
ight do to the poor girl after she left  

All she could do was pretend she hadn’t seen Natalia and sent her a WhatsAp
p message. 
“I know you were forced into today’s mess. I don’t blame you. If you’re up for it
, I can still hook you up with a job”  



That was all Comelia could do for her  

Looking back, Leonardo commented, “The Reese’s might not be rolling out th
e red carpet for us anymore”  

Ryan scoffed. “You’re thinking of coming back here?”  

Leonardo sighed. “We grew up together, didn’t we? Cameron was like a broth
er to me. I thought we were all straight up with each other, but I guess..  

Ryan cut him off. “You must be blind. I’ve never been straight with him, and M
arc wouldn’t either.”  

Leonardo retorted, “Don’t rub it in. Any more and I’ll start questioning my intelli
gence.”  

Cornelia reassured. 
“Mr. Wilson, your intelligence is not the problem. If you hadn’t gotten your han
ds on the CCTV footage, I would’ve been in deep water.”  

Leonardo grumbled, “Don’t remind me. I went to get the footage thinking my st
atus would help, but they wouldn’t even let me see it.”  

Cornelia queried. “So the footage came from President Hartley?”  

Before he could answer, Cornelia had already guessed. Leonardo was clearly 
displeased, “Do you think Marc can do anything?”  

Cornelia nodded, “Yes”  

Leonardo was taken aback, “Cornelia, let’s cut ties! Pretend we don’t know 
each other even if we run into each other.”  

Comelia asked, “What’s wrong?”  

Leonardo replied, “You’ve hurt me so much, and you’re asking me what’s wro
ng?”  

Cornelia protested. “I hurt you? How?”  

Leonardo accused, “Why did you instantly guess that Marc gave me the foota
ge? Why is Marc so omnipotent in your eyes?”  



Cornelia explained logically. “Who else could it be other than 
President Hartley? Is it shameful to lose to President Hartley, Mr. Wilson?”  

Leonardo pondered, “I guess it’s not shameful How many people can even co
mpete with President Hartley?”  

Cornelia agreed. ‘Exactly! So he gave you the footage, right?”  

Leonardo admitted, “Not only did Marc give me the footage, but he also told m
e what to say. The Reese family admitting their plot was also because of Marc
.”  

Cornelia knew that the sudden turn of events was all thanks to Marcus. But sh
e wasn’t sure how much Marcus had done for her behind the scenes.  

Maybe Marcus had done much more for her than she realized. The better he t
reated her, the more she didn’t know how to face him.  

By the time they finished their conversation, they had already left the mansion 
and reached the front gate.  

A conspicuous car was parked at the gate  

Marcus, tall and straight, was standing by the car, seemingly waiting for some
one. And it looked like he had been waiting for a while.  
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Ryan deliberately asked, “Marc, who are you waiting for?”  

Marcus first glanced at Cornelia. He got a million things on the tip of his tongu
e, but Cornelia beat him to it, “President Hartley, thanks for getting me out of t
hat jam!”  

It was a subtle way of telling him not to spill the beans about their real relation
ship.  



He let out a helpless chuckle, “Hop in. I’ll give you a ride”  

After Marcus spilled the beans, Cornelia was unsure of how to be alone with h
im. She quickly sidestepped, “Mr. Ryan, did you really mean it when you said 
you’d treat us to  

dinner?”  

Ryan said, “Absolutely But it mostly depends on whether Marc agrees.”  

Marcus said “Sure, let’s go eat first”  

Ryan said, “You pick the place.”  

Marcus said, “Flavor Fusion.”  

Ryan got the hint. “Are you sure about Flavor Fusion?”  

Marcus said, “Where it ended, there it starts”  

Ryan got the drift, they had run into Cornelia at Flavor Fusion before, but he h
ad let her slip away, “Alright, I’ll make a reservation. You guys go ahead, see 
you in a bit.”  

Leonardo said, “What’s with all the secret talk? Did I miss something? Have I 
been asleep for years and lost my memory, or am I just out of the loop?”  

Marcus ignored him and opened the car door for Cornelia.  

Once in the car, she looked around, avoiding eye contact with Marcus.  

Marcus spoke up. “Comelia”  

Cornelia asked, “Hmm?”  

Marcus said, “Turn around. Look at me.”  

His voice was especially appealing today, as if it held some sort of enchantme
nt.  

Cornelia glanced at him, but quickly turned away, “Seen enough.”  

Marcus was left exasperated, “Don’t you have anything to say to me?”  



Cornelia asked, “Are you talking about work or personal stuff?”  

Marcus said, “Either, as long as you’re up for a chat.”  

Cornelia said, “Tomorrow morning, you have a business meeting with someon
e from German. You’re having lunch with him and his wife. You promised the
m that when they’re in Riverton, you’d accompany them with your wife. They’r
e really looking forward to meeting your wife.”  

Cornelia rattled off the schedule for the next day. After listening, Marcus aske
d, “So, would you like to join them for lunch as my wife?”  

Cornelia hesitated, peering at him cautiously, “Can I say no?”  

Marcus suddenly got serious, 
“Cornelia, you always have a choice. Just because you’re married to me, does
n’t mean you’re not free.”  

Marcus always took her feelings into account, never imposing his will on her b
ecause of his status. Many men, with nothing to their name, were dictatorial. 
Once they were married, they expected their wives to obey them in all things.  

Cornelia thought to herself. Men like Marcus, rich, handsome and respectful w
ere really a dying breed. If she was lucky enough to find one, she should hold 
on tight.  

If she were to lose him to another woman, she’d be kicking herself.  

She knew this in her head, but making the decision was another story.  

After much deliberation, Cornelia finally agreed, “I will.”  

She was willing to take that step and Marcus was over the moon, “Thank you f
or being willing to walk this path with me.”  

Cornelia said, “Because you’re Marcus.”  

Marcus chuckled, “Then I should thank myself for giving me this opportunity.”  
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Marcus asked, “Got anything else you wanna tell me?”  

Comelia had something to say, but couldn’t find the words, so she just shook 
her head.  

Seeing her restraint, Marcus took the initiative and said, “How about I ask the 
questions and you just answer, alright?”  

Cornelia nodded. ‘Shoot.”  

Marcus asked, “Still treating me all formal and stuff?”  

Cornelia replied, “Some habits die hard. Besides, you’re my boss. It’s only righ
t ”  

Marcus said, “I don’t want you to treat me formally anymore. Haven’t wanted t
hat for a while. The moment I knew you were my wife, I hoped you’d drop the f
ormalities‘ Cornelia asked. “When did you find out I was your wife?”  

Marcus answered, “The day we agreed to meet for our divorce certificate.”  

Turned out, he knew all along but never told her.  

Cornelia asked, “If you knew from the jump, why didn’t you tell me sooner?”  

Marcus fell silent for a moment, then slowly said in his deep, sexy voice, “Bec
ause I was scared you’d leave me, scared you wouldn’t want me.”  

Jeremy had expressed his 
fear of her rejection multiple times on WhatsApp. Every time Comelia saw the
se messages, her heart ached. But she couldn’t connect Jeremy with Marcus 
She never imagined that right here, right now, Marcus would say to her face th
at he was scared she wouldn’t want him.  

This was Marcus! The man at the pinnacle of the business world! The man ev
eryone looked up to, and feared!  

In front of her, he discarded all his titles and status. He was just a regular man
.  



Marcus said, “Comelia”  

Cornelia replied, “I will never leave you.”  

Marcus reached out to take her hand, but as he was about to touch her, the c
ar stopped. Austin’s voice came from the car’s speaker again, “Marc, we’re he
re.”  

Cornelia opened the car door and hurriedly got out, “Let’s grab a bite first.”  

Marcus also got out of the car and walked over to her, “Can I 
hold your hand?”  

Cornelia didn’t reply if he wanted to hold hands, he should just do it. Why aske
d her? How was she supposed to answer that?  

But he didn’t take her hand, because Leonardo and Ryan’s cars had also arriv
ed  

Cornelia distanced herself from Marcus. “You promised to keep our relationshi
p under wraps for now”  

Marcus replied. “Yeah”  

Ryan had reserved 
a private room and ordered food in advance. When they arrived, the food was 
served one after another. Cornelia was starving and began eating as soon  

as the dishes arrived.  

As Marcus kept putting food on her plate, Leonardo glanced at Cornelia, who 
was deeply engrossed in her food, and then at Marcus who kept helping her w
ith her food, “Marc, aren’t you being a bit too nice to Cornelia?”  

Marcus retorted, “Who I’m nice to is none of your business.”  

Leonardo said, ‘I’m just surprised. Don’t you love your wife dearly? With how g
entle and considerate you are to other women, won’t your wife get jealous? To
night, you’re attending the Reese family’s private party. But instead of bringing
 your wife, you’re bringing your assistant. Is that really appropriate?”  
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Leonardo, worried about Cornelia misunderstanding specifically explained to h
er, “Cornelia, I’m not looking down on you being an assistant, 
I just think Marc’s behavior is a bit off. He brought you to a private party. His w
ife doesn’t mind, and she even lent you that expensive necklace. It kinda mak
es people overthink”  

Cornella felt a bit awkward, coughing repeatedly, her face turning red.  

Ryan said, “Leo, just eat your food and stop being nosy”  

Leonardo retorted, “How am I being nosy? Marc’s behavior is indeed hard to u
nderstand”  

Marcus served Cornelia a meatball, then looked at Leonardo. “Who said my w
ife didn’t come?”  

Leonardo scanned the room. There wasn’t any extra person, “Where’s your wi
fe then?”  

Marcus answered. “Right in front of you”  

Comelia was stunned She desperately wished Marcus would shut up but 
didn’t have the courage.  

Leonardo said, “The only woman in front of me is Cornelia. Don’t scare me”  

Marcus averted his gaze and continued serving Cornelia.  

Cornelia was eating quietly, not uttering a word at the table, and soon she was
 full, 
‘Mr. Wilson, Mr. Ryan, I’m full, you guys enjoy your meal It’s almost midnight n
ow, I have to get up early for work tomorrow, so fill go first”  

Ryan replied, “Okay Sweet dreams”  



Marcus and Cornelia stood up together  

Leonardo pulled Marcus. “Marc, you still haven’t told me where your wife is?”  

Marcus shook off his hand, led Cornelia and left first.  

The ignored Leonardo found his food tasteless, “Ryan, do you know where M
arc’s wife is?”  

Ryan answered, “Your logic is really hopeless”  

“Don’t insult me” Leonardo was halfway through when he thought of somethin
g, “Ryan, do you think it’s possible…”  

He got so excited he started stuttering. “Is it possible that Cornelia is Marc’s wi
fe?”  

Ryan said, “Are you still the Leo I know? The Leo I know isn’t this stupid.”  

Leonardo replied, “Just tell me, is it possible?”  

Ryan replied, “Yes!”  

Leonardo excitedly clapped his hands, “Ryan, I’m smart, right? I figured out th
e key point that none of you thought of Tomorrow I’m going to ask Marc, and c
onfront him.”  

Ryan looked at Leonardo with furrowed 
brows, not sure if he was genuinely stupid or just pretending to be  

After a ten–
minute drive, Marcus car arrived outside the community where Cornelia lived.  

After the car stopped, Cornelia hastily got off, “President Hartley, see you tom
orrow!”  

Marcus got off the car too, “I’ll pick you up tomorrow morning”  

Comelia said, ‘No need, I can drive to the company myself”  

If he picked her up, her true identity would easily be discovered  



Even though he was rejected, Marcus stood still. He didn’t leave, and Cornelia
 felt awkward, “President Hartley, is there anything else?”  

Looking at her, Marcus solemnly said, “Cornelia, whether as Jeremy or Marcu
s, my resolve to live a good life with you has never changed”  

Faced with such a declaration of love, Cornelia didn’t know how to respond.  
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She thought for a moment, then walked over to him. She opened her arms an
d gave him a hug, then quickly walked away, “it’s getting late, you should hea
d home and get some rest See you tomorrow!”  

She came and went like a flash, Marcus didn’t even have time to grab her, an
d she was gone again  

Watching her quickly retreating figure, a slight smile crept onto Marcus‘ face. 
Not only did she hug him, but she also dropped the formalities.  

This was a good start  

It was late, but Zack and Abigail were still wide awake.  

As Cornelia entered the room, their eyes scanned her as if they wanted to see
 right through her.  

Abigail came over to Cornelia, and sniffed her with 
her sharp nose, “You’re useless!”  

Cornelia asked, “What did I do to upset you?”  

Abigail said, “You’ve been alone with Marcus for days, did 
anything happen between you two?”  

Cornelia said, “Who said we were alone? And who said I wanted anything to h
appen?”  



Abigail said, “You’re useless”  

Zack said, “Abby, cool it. Let’s talk business”  

“What’s going on?” Cornelia noticed their odd expressions.  

Zack said, “Someone trashed our studio.”  

Cornelia asked, “When did this happen?”  

Zack said, “The night before last  

Cornelia asked, “Did you call the police? Did they find out who did it?”  

Zack said. “We called the cops. But the perp was a pro, wore a full face mask 
and didn’t leave a trace. They are having a hard time finding the suspect”  

Cornelia said, “I think I might know who it is.”  

Abigail and Zack asked, “Who?”  

Cornelia 
said, “Clair Dennis, the wife of Granger Reese from the Reese Group*  

Abigail puzzled, “She’s a rich lady, what beef does she have with us? Why wo
uld she do this?”  

Cornelia said, “I once inadvertently offended her. But her animosity towards m
e, even intention of killing me, was not just because I offended her. There mus
t be other reasons I don’t know about. I don’t even know where this hostility co
mes from.”  

Abigail said. “What do we do now? She’s Mrs. 
Reese, and the Reese family holds a lot of sway in Riverton. They could squa
sh us like bugs.”  

Cornelia said, “It’s okay, she won’t dare to mess with us for a while. Have you 
guys made a list of the damages to the studio?”  

Zack said, “Yes. At least $10,000 in damages.”  



Cornelia said, 
“The more detailed the list, the better. I’ll have my lawyer bring it to Clair tomor
row I want her to know that I’m not a pushover.”  

Abigail said, “Yeah, we have President Hartley backing us.”  

Cornelia didn’t say anything With Marcus support, Cornelia was fearless and c
onfident. But she didn’t want to bother Marcus. If she could handle it herself, s
he would.  

Cornelia took out her phone, found the contact of the editor–in–
chief of a Riverton newspaper, and made a call. “Taylor, I’ve got some dirt on t
he Reese family, do you dare to  

report it?”  

Taylor laughed, “As long as it’s not about President Hartley, what wouldn’t I da
re to report? Have you ever seen me scared of anyone?”  

Cornelia said, “Good. I’ll send you the details later. 
I hope when I wake up tomorrow morning, this news will not only be trending o
nline, but also on the printed papers.”  
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Taylor said, “I got this, don’t sweat it. If the info you gave me actually has new
s value, Ill split the cash I make with you”  

“Okay” Cornelia replied  

After she hung up 
with Taylor, Cornelia summarized what happened that night in a clear and con
cise way and send it over to Taylor  

“Any vital stuff I need to highlight?” Taylor asked.  



“Just wing it” Cornelia said. “You media people know better than me how to ca
tch people’s attention.”  

“Got it” Taylor replied  

Abigail and Zack sitting on either side of Cornelia, both saw the message she 
sent. And they were both majorly pissed off  

“How can the Reese family be such a pain in the butt?” Abigail asked, “We did
n’t do anything to them, why are they always coming after you?”  

Zack was fuming He slammed his hand on the table, stood up and was ready 
to storm out, “I’m gonna teach them a lesson”  

He could take some unfair treatment, but he couldn’t stand it when Cornelia w
as hurt.  

“Zack, cool your jets” Cornelia immediately stopped him, “You think charging o
ver there is gonna solve anything? Think violence is the answer? We need to 
handle this legally  

Zack fell silent  

Cornelia lightly patted him on the shoulder, “You guys only saw the front end o
f the messages, but not how they apologized to me afterwards. Let me tell you
, the ones who messed up tonight were the Reese family, not me  

“I’m useless, can’t do anything to help you” Zack said, always believing he wa
s supposed to be their rock.  

But the truth was, many times he was just spinning his wheels. This realizatio
n hit Zack hard. He thought him around, nobody dared to bully her, “Is he goo
d to you?”  

was a good thing Cornelia had Marcus by her side. At least with  

He couldn’t even bring himself 
to say his name, but Cornelia got his drift, “He said he’ll always have my back.
 Don’t think of him as Marcus.”  

Zack was somewhat satisfied with the answer, “It’s my 25th birthday this week
end, invite him over for dinner.”  



Inviting Marcus over for dinner was a sign that Zack was starting to accept hi
m.  

Cornelia was thrilled, “What do you want for your birthday present? I’ll have hi
m prepare it.”  

“As long as he’s good to you, that’s the best gift for me” Zack said.  

“Do Abigail and I still need to get you birthday gifts? Cornelia asked.  

“You dare not?” Zack shot back.  

“Of course we will, we definitely will!” Cornelia assured.  

“Will he think our house is too crowded?” Zack asked again.  

“No, he won’t.” Cornelia replied  

“Last weekend, Abigail’s boyfriend invited us over for dinner but I didn’t go bec
ause you weren’t there. Abigail, invite him over this weekend too. As your ‘futu
re father, I need to check out my two sons–in–law. Zack told Abigail.  

“Do you want to get hit? At most we’ll call you brother” Cornelia and Abigail sa
id at the same time.  

They were all the same age. Zack’s birthday was May 10th, Abigail’s was Sep
tember 1st, and the youngest, Cornelia’s, was December 14th.  

“I can be the big brother Zack said. After all, he was the closest male to them 
and nobody could replace his place in their hearta  

“It’s getting late, we should hit the hay Cornelia said, “I’ll check out the studio 
before work tomorrow Whatever the damage, I’ll make the culprit pay double  

Zack 
and Abigail had been worried for two days because the studio was damaged f
or no reason. For these two days, they didn’t eat or sleep well, and 
they didn’t dare to tell Cornelia because they didn’t want her to worry too.  

Unexpectedly, when these things happened, Cornelia didn’t panic at all. Inste
ad, she quickly found a solution and became their rock:  
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Before heading to work, Cornelia needed to swing by the studio first, so she s
et her alarm an hour earlier. When the alarm rang, it was still dark outside. Co
rnelia got up immediately, got dressed, and went out to brush her 
teeth and wash her face in the communal bathroom  

Their rental only had one bathroom, but since everyone had different work sch
edules, it was manageable. But today, Zack needled the bathroom, so Corneli
a and Abigail had to freshen up in the kitchen.  

While washing her face. Abigail grumbled, 
“In two months, we’ll be moving to our new place. We’ll each have two bathro
oms to ourselves in the new place No more fighting  

over the bathroom”  

Cornelia replied, “You might end up missing these days.”  

Abigail said, “Maybe”  

Everyone took turns freshening up, then they set off for the studio.  

Their studio was called San Manga Studio, which simply rncant a studio starte
d by three people. Upon arriving at the studio, Cornella realized the extent of t
he damage was much worse than she had anticipated.  

They were tight on funds when they first started renovating, and Cornelia insis
ted on installing a large floor–to–
ceiling window. Now, the window was shattered, and the  

studio was a mess.  

The broken 
desks and computers were scattered everywhere, a heartbreaking sight.  



Just as Cornelia was about to go in, Zack and Abigail quickly stopped 
her, “The culprit hasn’t been found yet, and the police have cordoned off the a
rea. We can’t go in.”  

Cornelia looked around and then asked, “Are there no footage of the culprit fro
m our surveillance cameras and the ones next door?”  

Zack answered. 
“They were caught on camera, even taunting us in front of the lens. But they w
ere wearing masks and didn’t leave any fingerprints or anything that could hel
p identify them.”  

Cornelia said, “Alright, I get it. Give me 
the number of the cop in charge of this case, I’ll call him later. You two go hom
e, I need to go to the office. Marcus is meeting 
a very important partner today, and I can’t be late.”  

Just as she mentioned Marcus, he called Cornelia picked up immediately. “Pr
esident Hartley*  

Marcus said, “I’m outside your building, I’ll pick you up for work.”  

Hearing his sexy voice, Cornelia stuttered, Tm already out. Didn’t we agree la
st night that you wouldn’t pick me up?”  

Marcus said, “Alright, see you at the office.”  

After ending the call, Cornelia quickly drove to the office.  

The office building had a four–
story underground parking lot with ample parking spaces for employees.  

Cornelia had just gotten a car recently and was assigned a parking space on t
he fourth basement floor Marcus had a chauffeur and never had to go to the u
nderground parking lot since he was always dropped off at the office entrance.
 Never in a million years did Cornelia expect to see Marcus waiting by her par
king space  

Cornelia hurriedly rolled down her window to greet him, “President Hartley, wh
at are you doing here?”  

Marcus said. “Waiting for you”  



Cornelia didn’t answer. Oh man, could this guy be any more straightforward? 
So straightforward, she didn’t know how to react and it threw her heart into dis
array  

Her heart was in disarray, and so were her hands. Normally, she could effortle
ssly reverse into a parking space, but today she was struggling.  

On Cornelia’s fifth attempt to park, Marcus spoke in his deep, soothing voice, 
“Cornelia, avoiding me like this isn’t doing you any good”  

Cornelia didn’t say anything.  

He continued, “I promised you that our relationship 
won’t be made public for now, and I won’t go back on my word. But you can’t 
expect things to stay the same between us just because our relationship is a s
ecret”  

Cornelia was speechless. Why could he always see right through her?  
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