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e most powerful family in Riverton, the Hartleys, right? The Padillas are close 
with the Hartleys. To find someone’s address in Riverton, I just need to ask ar
ound.”  

Chapter 741  

“The Hartley family? Are you tight with them or something?”  

Zack was just starting to warm up to Marcus, but now that he heard this lowlife
 was chummy with him, he suddenly went cold on Marcus. He even began to 
suspect that Marcus might be in cahoots with this jerk to hurt Cornelia.  

The thought drained the color from Zack’s face. He didn’t dare think about it. If
 Marcus and Cornelia’s marriage was just a scheme for some unspeakable pu
rpose, then Cornelia’s life might be ruined.  

Roman thought Zack was scared of the Hartleys he mentioned, looking smug
ger than ever. I’m here because 
I knew it’s your birthday today. Thought I’d come celebrate with you.”  

He brought out a birthday cake 
hidden behind him. “Look, I even got you a birthday cake. Not sure if you’re fa
miliar with the brand. It costs a lot more than your average cake. You can’t bu
y it even if you have the money, not without a membership card.”  

He made it sound like the cake was some rare treasure. Abigail was pissed. “
We don’t need you to celebrate our birthday, and we don’t need your cake. Ba
ck off, and stay out of our sight.”  

“You’re not having it? Really?” Roman raised the cake for a look, then shook h
is head. He walked over to a nearby trash can with them watching. “You’re rea
lly not having it?”  

He tossed the cake into the bin. “Sure you won’t pick it up 
and eat it after I leave?”  

Zack and Abigail were disgusted. “Beat it!”  



“I’ve got stuff to deal with, can’t just leave.” Roman brushed off his hands and 
straightened his clothes. “Actually, I’m here for Cornelia. Could you go get her
? I’d like to invite her to lunch.”  

Roman’s mention of Cornelia 
got him a punch in the face from Zack. “You shameless jerk, you have the ner
ve to ask for Cornelia? Who do you think you are? You think she’s someone y
ou can just call up? She’s 
married. Get away from her, and stop harassing her.”  

Roman’s face darkened. “She’s my woman. Even if I’m done with her, she can
’t marry another man without my permission.”  

Zack and Abigail were disgusted by his words. “Who are you? You think you’r
e important? She’s your woman? Have you ever held her  

hand?”  

Not having held Cornelia’s hand was a lifelong regret for Roman. Back then, h
e had been madly pursuing her, using every trick in the book to make her agre
e to date him.  

He thought that once Cornelia agreed to date him, he could do whatever he w
anted. But he never expected that he wouldn’t even get to hold her hand after 
they started going out.  

This woman 
always had a reason to keep him at arm’s length. Once, in a library, he was pl
anning to make his move when everyone else had left. Just as he saw his cha
nce, these two people suddenly interrupted him and ruined his plan.  

Thinking back, these two had ruined his plans more than 
once. Every time he found a chance to date Cornelia, they always interfered  

They said that since they grew up together, if one of them went on a date, the 
other two had to come along to learn from the experience. It sounded like they
 were there for reference, but they were really just freeloading.  
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Chapter 742  

After all these years, he’d been itching to see Comelia, but he was still stuck w
ith these two pains in the neck.  

Talk about bad luck!  

Roman didn’t want to dredge up his cruddy past, but he was here now and he 
was going to take Cornelia out for a meal if it killed him.  

He asked, “Comelia is working at the Hartley Group now, right?”  

Abigail was a bit thrown, but remembering that Cornelia’s 
husband was the president at the Hartley Group, she regained her nerve. “Ho
w do you know Comelia is working at the Hartley Group?”  

Roman scoffed, “I told you before, there’s no stone unturned for the Padilla fa
mily in Riverton. Ask her if she wants to keep her job. Plenty of folks who’d ju
mp at the chance if she doesn’t. If she does, she can join me for a meal, and 
we’ll talk about the past.”  

“What the hell do you want with Comelia? I’m warning you, if you lay a finger o
n her, I’ll knock your lights out.” Zack didn’t know much about Marcus, some fr
om Cornelia, some from the grapevine.  

Zack heard the rumors about Marcus first and received a lot of information fro
m outside sources. As a result, his inner inclination led him to believe that Mar
cus might not be a good person.  

When Roman brought up the Hartley Group again, Zack got antsy.  

But Abigail was more sure–footed. She was a die–
hard fan of Cornelia and Marcus and believed Marcus was head over heels fo
r Comelia.  

When Roman made this threat, she thought it was a laugh. “If you are so awe
some, why don’t you just introduce yourself as one of the Padillas instead of c
onstantly dropping the Hartley name? Your names have nothing to do with ea
ch other, stop riding the Hartley’s  

coattails.”  



“I’d go as far as to say 
we’re like family with the Hartleys.” Abigail’s comment hit Roman where it hurt 
and he started to scramble.  

The Padillas had always been small potatoes, living off the Hartley’s for decad
es. Marcus‘ grandfather was always good to the Padillas, lending 
a hand whenever they needed.  

But when Brennen took over the group, he didn’t give two hoots about his mot
her’s wishes, only caring about skirt–
chasing, and turned a blind eye to the Padillas‘ needs.  

During Brennen’s reign, the Padillas lost a lot of deals and their shot at being t
op dogs in Riverton. So they went downhill, each day worse than the last.  

But when Marcus took over, the Padillas saw a glimmer of hope, hoping the ki
d they knew would heed his grandmother’s words and lend the Padillas a han
d.  

And the kid did, but his help was making the Padillas fend 
for themselves, which was not what they wanted.  

The Padillas had been leeching off the Hartleys for years; they’d lost their abili
ty to make a living, only hoping for handouts from the Hartleys.  

Marcus didn’t directly give money or possessions, which led the Padilla family 
to rely on themselves to make a living.  
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Yes, the Padilla family members had lost their ability to 
earn a living and support themselves  

They were grateful that Granny Luisa knew how to return a favor. After her so
n and grandson stopped helping the Padilla family, she would take some doug
h out of her personal account every month for them.  



Of course, this little moolah couldn’t satisfy them. They bragged about their tig
ht bond with the Hartley family to everyone, so people would come to them for
 introductions, hoping to cozy up 
to the Hartleys. And naturally, the intro fee wasn’t exactly peanuts.  

Over 
the years, the Padilla family had raked in a pretty penny through Granny Luisa
’s support and the generous gifts from people trying to brown–
nose. They now lived a cushy life without having to lift a finger, way better tha
n many others.  

“Cornelia is yours? You get to decide if Cornelia can work at the Hartley Grou
p? Your relationship with the Hartley family is as tight as 
family? Who do you think you are, spouting such shameless crap?”  

Marcus‘ voice suddenly echoed from behind Zack and Abigail. His voice was 
not only deep and strong, but also had a chilling coldness.  

They turned towards the voice and saw not only the tall and dashing Marcus, 
but also the elegant and graceful Cornelia, their hands tightly clasped together
.  

Their clasped hands in public was like Marcus acknowledging Cornelia’s statu
s. Zack was pleased that Marcus stepped up to protect Cornelia at this time.  

Abigail looked worriedly at Cornelia, unsure if she had really forgotten this jerk
 over the years. She was afraid Cornelia would be hurt by him again.  

Roman, who was previously clueless about their relationship, now understood
 everything seeing their hand–
holding. These two were more than just supenor and employee, they had a se
cret romance going on.  

No wonder Cornelia’s two friends could still be so arrogant and rude after hear
ing about the Hartley family. It was all because Cornelia was seeing Marcus, t
hinking they had his backing.  

Marcus was cold–
blooded. He was able to send his own father to jail when he was just a teenag
er. What wouldn’t he do?  



Roman knew better than to mess with Marcus Reluctantly, he stepped back, “
President Hartley, didn’t expect to run into you here. A pleasure to meet you”  

He stepped forward to shake hands with Marcus, but Marcus didn’t budge. His
 icy gaze pinned Roman and his voice became even colder. “Cornelia is yours
?”  

Roman didn’t dare to meet Marcus‘ eyes, his gaze shifted to the side, towards
 Cornelia.  

Just 
a few years apart, and the woman who used to drive him crazy had become e
ven more stunning, so beautiful that he couldn’t take his eyes off her, so beaut
iful that everything else lost color in her presence.  

Her beauty stirred him more now than the first time he met her She was no lon
ger the innocent 
girl he once knew. She had traded her body for the position of Assistant to the
 CEO of the Hartley Group.  

He had no use for a woman who had lost her innocence!  

Roman smirked, “President Hartley, you probably don’t know, but Cornelia an
d I used to date… but since you’re into her, she’s all yours  

now.”  

His words, his tone, treated Cornelia like an object, something that could be tr
aded at will. How could Marcus tolerate anyone insulting his wife like this? Wit
h a flick of his hand, he might do something Roman would regret.  

Cornelia knew him well, knew what he was about to do, so she grabbed his ar
m before he could give the order, “President Hartley, let me handle this guy.”  

Marcus looked at Cornelia, his eyes behind the silver glasses filled with disple
asure and doubt, “Going soft?”  
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Chapter 744  

That man had hurt her so much, didn’t even show her basic respect, and she 
was still protecting him?  

Comelia knew he was overthinking and quickly clarified, “It’s not being soft–
hearted, I couldn’t possibly feel that way toward such a person. I have a better
 way to deal with this kind of guy.”  

Marcus believed in her ability, which was why he let her handle it.  

Cornelia released Marcus and strode towards Roman, asking with a smile, “W
hat identity do you come to me with? Business partner or ex–lover?*  

After a few years, this woman had become more beautiful and sophisticated, 
making it impossible to guess what she was thinking. “Does it matter?”  

Comelia kept her polite smile, “If it’s 
about work, then please come to me during office hours on Monday. If it’s as a
n ex–lover…”  

Suddenly, Cornelia’s face changed, her smile disappeared, and her tone turne
d cold, “Then please stay away from me, my husband, and my  

friends. Don’t bother us anymore.”  

“Who’s your husband?” After yesterday’s meeting, he asked her out, but she s
aid she had to be with her husband. He thought she was just angry with him 
and trying to piss him off.  

Now she even dared to say she had a husband in front of Marcus, which mea
nt Marcus knew she was married and still stayed with her. How powerful was t
his woman?  

“Didn’t expect you to be blind as well as heartless.” Cornelia went back to Mar
cus, wrapped her arm around his, tiptoed and gave him a kiss, “Look closely, t
his is my husband! If you dare to bother me again, I won’t let you off.”  

Abigail was flabbergasted.  

Who cared about that jerk now? All 
she could think about was Marcus defending Cornelia and Cornelia taking the 
initiative to kiss Marcus.  



Who could 
understand how she was feeling right now? Seeing her friend and a good man
 becoming a real couple was so sweet. There might not be any other couples t
hat could captivate her as much.  

Although Zack seemed to dislike it on 
the surface, he accepted the fact that Marcus was Cornelia’s husband, “Nelly i
s the wife of the CEO of the Hartley Group. Whether she’s the CEO’s assistan
t is up to her husband. Who do you think you are, daring to talk nonsense  

here?”  

Earlier, he was almost intimidated by that man, fortunately, Marcus appeared 
with Cornelia just in time.  

Unless Marcus admitted it himself, Roman didn’t want to believe it. He couldn’
t believe that Marcus, the helm of the Hartley Group. would marry a girl from a
n ordinary family!  

He knew Cornelia was beautifu. She could be Marcus‘ bed partner, she could 
be Marcus‘ secret lover, but she could never be Marcus‘  

wife.  
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Being Marcus‘ wife was the dream 
of many high class ladies, a dream that seemed impossible for a small town gi
rl like Cornelia who hadn’t seen much of the world.  

Anyway, he simply couldn’t accept that Comelia could actually become Marcu
s‘ wife.  

He was also scared that once Cornelia became Marcus‘ wife, he would never 
get another shot at being close to her.  



Despite being intimidated by Marcus‘ gaze, Roman still looked towards Marcu
s, hoping 
to hear him reprimand Comelia and tell her to stop dreaming about becoming 
his wife.  

However, that didn’t happen.  

Marcus looked at Cornelia with deep affection, as if she was the only one in hi
s world and there was no room for anyone else.  

But when Marcus‘ gaze shifted back to him, it was instantly sharp and piercing
 If looks could kill, he would have been killed by Marcus‘ gaze already  

“Comelia is my spouse on our marriage certificate, my lawful wife,” Marcus sai
d with a heavy tone, pulling Cornelia close by her slim waist.  

It was as if he was not only telling the man in front of him who was trying to bo
ther Cornelia, but also declaring to the world that Cornelia was his wife.  

Marcus‘ words completely shattered Roman’s dream, and he felt like he could 
hear his own heart breaking.”  

This time, he returned to the country as the Chief Engineer of Moongazer Tec
h. Many women were attracted to him, and it was during this time that he met 
her. He thought she would be like those ordinary women, admiring him, and th
at with just a slight hint, she would come to his side.  

But boy, was he wrong.  

This woman was very capable. During his absence, she had secretly establish
ed contact with 
the CEO of the Hartley Group and became the first lady of the Hartley Group!  

“Scram! Stay away from me!” Zack shoved him out the door, slamming it shut 
and getting rid of this nuisance once and for all.  

With Marcus‘ support, he no longer needed to worry about this person coming
 to trouble Cornelia. But when Zack turned around, Marcus and Cornelia were 
gone.  

He looked at Abigail, “Where did they go?”  

Abigail, “They went back to their room. Let’s prepare dinner.”  



“Okay.” Zack went back to the kitchen.  

Bang bang bang –  

The sound of knocking on 
the door startled Abigail who was still by the entrance.  

“Annoying prick, won’t you leave unless we boot you out?” Abigail opened the 
door, her scolding voice immediately replaced with a gentle one. “Darling, you 
said you’d be here half an hour ago, why are you just arriving now?”  

“I left the things I bought in the car, so I went back to get them. There were no 
parking spots nearby, so the car is parked quite far away. That’s why it took s
o long, the man explained, handing the things over to Abigail with a smile. “Thi
s is a birthday gift for Zack, I hope he’ll like it.”  

Abigail took the various packages from Nash and stepped aside for him to ent
er, “Put on those dark blue slippers. We knew you guys were coming over so 
Zack got new ones just for you guys last night.”  

“You guys?” Nash looked around as he changed shoes, “Are there other gues
ts besides me?”  

Abigail put away the things and approached him, “Yes, my friend Nelly’s husb
and is also here. They’re busy right now, but you’ll meet them at dinner  

She turned and shouted towards the kitchen, “Zack, Nash is here, aren’t you g
oing to welcome your guest?”  

Zack and 
Nash had met a few times before and were quite familiar with each other, so Z
ack didn’t bother being overly polite. He poked his head out 
of the kitchen, “Nash, make yourself at home.”  

After 
changing his shoes, Nash entered the kitchen, “Do you need help with anythin
g?”  
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Chapter 746  

Zack said, “You’re a guest. Go chill in the living room, snack on some fruits an
d treats, and walch some TV. No need to help out.”  

Nash responded, “After I marry Abby, you’ll be family. We’re all in this togethe
r, why are you being so formal?”  

Zack said, “I’m not being formal, just that we only need to prepare food for five
 people. We’ve got everything ready. Cold dishes are all set, hot dishes are 
almost done. We just have a few more dishes to stir–
fry. Everything is already prepared, and we just need to throw it in the wok. If y
ou really want to lend a hand, make sure to arrive at ten as agreed. Don’t drag
 it until eleven.”  

Nash chuckled, “Alright, I’ll make sure to come earlier next time.”  

Abigail came into the kitchen, grabbed Nash’s hand and led him 
to the living room. “Just  

TV and munch on snacks.”  

here and keep me company while we watch  

Nash looked around then towards a closed door, “Abby, what’s Nelly up to? I 
can’t wait to see her.”  

Abigail said, “Hold your horses, you’ll see her 
at dinner. And you can’t call her Nelly, that’s a nickname only Zack and I can u
se.”  

Nash said, “Alright, I’ll take your word for it.”  

Abigail grabbed a handful of peanuts, munching while staring at Cornelia’s do
or, “Ugh, Cornelia, are you pulling my leg, is Marcus not cutting it? If he’s not 
up to par, why did he pull you into the room during the day?”  

Just as Abigail started to feel duped, Cornelia’s door swung open, and out ca
me the towering figure of Marcus. He then shut the door behind him.  

Abigail glanced at the time. It had only been five minutes since Marcus pulled 
Cornelia into the room. Five minutes! How on earth was Cornelia going to cop
e with this?  



Nash tugged at Abigail’s clothes, “Abby, aren’t you going to introduce us? Is th
is Cornelia’s husband?”  

Abigail snapped out of her thoughts and quickly stood up, “This is…oh, Mr. Art
is, this is my boyfriend Nash. Nash, this is Cornelia’s husband, Jeremy Artis.”  

Nash reached out his hand, “Mr. Artis, nice to meet you!”  

Marcus also extended his hand politely, “Nice to meet you too!”  

After greeting. Marcus headed to the kitchen. He had a special dish for Cornel
ia that wasn’t finished yet.  

Nash watched 
as Marcus entered the kitchen, shivering slightly, “Abby, what does Mr. Artis d
o for a living? He seems so imposing.”  

Abigail said, “He’s a businessman.”  

Nash noted, “It looks like he has a bite mark on the corner of his mouth.”  

Abigail was very curious. What on earth had happened in that room?  

She had to go find Nelly and ask!  

Chapter 747  

Abigail guessed Marcus must have drop 
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Abigail guessed Marcus must have dropped the ball at a crucial moment, and 
got bitten by Nelly as a result. Nelly was usually gentle and friendly to everyon
e, but if someone 
got on her nerves, they’d see her true colors she was actually quite a force to 
be reckoned  



with  

“Sweetie, you watch some TV. I’m going to check on Nelly.” Abigail gave Nas
h a heads up and went alone to Cornelia’s room.  

She knocked on the door and then walked in. “Nelly, what were you two doing
 in here?”  

Comelia was buried in her blanket, with only her feet showing.  

Hearing Abigail’s voice, she wrapped herself tighter, “I’m not telling, it’s too em
barrassing.”  

Abigail, “So, did Marcus choke at the worst possible moment?”  

Comelia, “I told you I’m not going to spill the beans, so stop guessing. It’s poin
tless.”  

Abigail, ‘So you’re just going to hide in your room and avoid everyone? My bo
yfriend is here, didn’t you say you wanted to 
meet him? Hurry up and check him out for me. Let’s see if he’s someone I can
 spend my life with.”  

Comelia, “Leave first, I get ready and come out.”  

Abigail, ‘Look at you, hurry up! As the host, we can’t keep our guests waiting.”  

“Mm.” Comelia muttered in response. After Abigail left and the door was close
d, she finally came out of her blanket, her face flushed. Earlier, after she told 
Roman that Marcus was her husband, Marcus acted like he’d lost his mind. B
efore she had time to react, he’d swept her off her feet and taken her back to t
he room.  

He started kissing her, but for some reason, they ended up on the bed, and th
en… Thankfully, she bit him in time, bringing him back to his senses before an
ything else happened.  

After biting him, she felt something was off. She noticed his body was tense, n
ot soft at all…  

She wasn’t sure yet, could he or couldn’t he?  



Comelia cooled down under the air conditioning, her face returning to normal, 
before she went out.  

Stepping out of the room, multiple pairs of eyes were on her.  

Abigail had a mischievous grin on her 
face, “Darling, this is Nelly, the friend I always talk about, my best friend.”  

Nash stood up and extended his hand to Cornelia, “Ms. Stewart, nice to meet 
you!”  

“Nice to meet you!” Cornelia quickly shook his hand.  

She couldn’t tell if she was being overly sensitive, but she felt like Nash intenti
onally touched her palm.  

She gave him an extra glance, but he averted his gaze and didn’t look at her a
gain.  

She thought, maybe she was overthinking it.  

Abigail directed, “Nelly, you start clearing the table. Honey, you go wash your 
hands and help bring the food.”  

Everyone did their part, the table was cleared, the dishes were cooked and se
rved, and soon the table was filled with a variety of hot and  

cold dishes.  

Zack carefully picked two bottles of their favorite wine and poured everyone a 
glass. “Everyone here is family, so don’t hold back and  

enjoy  

No one was shy about diving in.  

Cornelia pulled Marcus to the left side, Abigail and Nash sat on the right, and 
Zack took the middle seat.  

Once everyone was seated, Cornelia busily served Marcus a bowl of soup, M
arcus put the dish he cooked in front of Cornelia, while Abigail and Nash were 
being attentive to each other.  
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In the past, they celebrated his birthday together, him as the absolute star of t
he day. But this year, everything had changed.  

He was no longer the center of their world!  

Their hearts and eyes were now focused on the men sitting next to them!  

He’d been bustling around all morning, and no one had even noticed him. If n
obody was gonna pay attention to him, then he’ll just have to make himself not
iced.  

He raised his glass, “First round’s on me, let’s toast to my birthday!”  

Finally, they turned their attention to him and raised their glasses, “Happy birth
day!”  

But Comelia was looking after Marcus, “Zack, his stomachs not good, water wi
ll do.”  

Zack shot them a look, “Since when did he become so weak that he can’t han
dle a drink?”  

Marcus said, “It’s cool. It’s Zack’s birthday, I can drink less.”  

“That works. Just a little then.” Saying ‘a little‘, Cornelia only left him a little, po
uring the rest into her own glass.  

Seeing this, Zack was beyond annoyed, “Cornelia, can you stop babying him?
 He’s your husband, not your son. Aren’t you tired of taking care of everything
?”  

It was not all Cornelia taking care of Marcus. Marcus took care of her too. But 
Zack had got his blinders on, always seeing it as her fussing over Marcus.  



“It’s not always me taking care of him. He takes care of me too.” Cornelia said 
with a smile, “Zack, happy birthday! Hope you find your dream girl and start 
a family soon. Then we can all hang out together!”  

Abigail added, “Zack, happy birthday! Hope you find the girl of your dreams to
morrow.”  

Marcus and Nash also wished Zack a happy birthday.  

After the birthday wishes, Cornelia and Abigail started serving Zack food and 
drinks, finally making him feel important. He said, “You two better remember, j
ust because you’ve got husbands, it doesn’t mean you can forget about me.”  

Cornelia and Abigail both said, “In our hearts, you’re always the most importa
nt.”  

Their words lifted the cloud that had been hanging over Zack all morning.  

Feeling a bit triumphant, he glanced at Marcus, “Mr. Hartley, why aren’t you e
ating? Better hurry before the dishes turn cold.”  

He turned to Nash, “Nash, your stomach’s okay, right?”  

Nash replied, “I’m good.”  

Zack said, “Then let’s have a drink.”  

Nash immediately raised his glass, “Sure.”  

One drink wasn’t enough, Zack got Nash to down several more.  

After a few drinks, the normally talkative Zack became even more chatty, “Cor
nelia, Abigail, you two are so mean. We agreed to stick together till the end, b
ut you two ditched me for your own love interests, leaving me all alone.”  

Abigail said, “Don’t make yourself sound so helpless. Who said you’re alone? 
Aren’t we still here for you?”  

Zack 
said, “This afternoon, you need to go back to Nash’s hometown with him. And 
Nelly will surely leave with her boyfriend. It’s my birthday, and you two are lea
ving me. Doesn’t that bother you at all?”  



The more 
he thought about it, the more upset Zack got, even shedding a few tears.  
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Comelia and Abigail were a bit taken aback, immediately rushing over to give 
Zack a hug  

Comelia asked, “Zack, what’s up with you? Abigail has stuff to do this afternoo
n, but I’m free, I can hang out with you. Whatever you wanna do, I’m down, ok
ay?”  

“Really?” Zack cocked his head slightly, eyeing Marcus who was standing beh
ind Comelia, “Your boyfriend cool with that?”  

Comelia retorted, “I’m not doing anything wrong, why wouldn’t he be?”  

Zack said, “I wanna hear it from him.”  

Comelia tumed around, tugging at Marcus‘ sleeve, “You tell him.”  

Marcus responded nonchalantly. Ill stay with you to keep him company”  

Zack was speechless. He only wanted Cornelia to stay, who asked for Marcus
 to stick around?  

As the CEO of the Hartley Group, didn’t he have any self–
awareness? Didn’t he realize he was just making Zack uncomfortable by bein
g here?  

Zack also knew that sooner or later, Comelia would move in with Marcus, and 
his time with her would get less and less. In the future, the three of them might
 not be able to hang out like before.  

Wiping away his tears, Zack declared loudly, ‘Comelia, listen up, you better be
 happy in the future! And you guys…”  



He turned to the two men, “You two snatched away my friends who I’ve know
n for over twenty years without my permission. Let me tell you, if you dare to tr
eat her badly, Ill make sure you pay. I won’t let you off easily.”  

Marcus remained silent, elegantly eating the food Comelia had served him.  

Nash replied enthusiastically. “Don’t worry, I’ll definitely treat Abigail well. If I d
on’t, may I get hit by a car the moment I step outside.”  

Zack said. “You said it, don’t blame me for cursing you.”  

Nash responded, 
“I said it, it has nothing to do with you Come on, let’s have a few more drinks.”  

After a few more rounds, Zack started to feel dizzy and suddenly broke down i
n tears, crying and talking at the same time..  

“We’ve known each other since we were kids. Over the years, we’ve always b
een together, never apart. now you’re ditching me for your boyfriends. Isn’t it n
ice for the three of us to 
live together like before? Why do you need guys? Haven’t you heard that men
 only bring women misery?”  

“Who’s been feeding you this bullshit?” Cornelia patted his back, consoling hi
m in a gentle voice, “Zack, whether we get married or not, we’ll always be tog
ether like before, we’ll never separate.”  

Abigail wanted to comfort Zack too, but his snotty, tear–
streaked face was just too funny. She couldn’t help but laugh, “Zack always ac
ts so tough in front of us, but his true colors come out when he’s drunk. But ho
nestly, this is probably the first time I’ve seen him cry so hard. Of course, his t
antrums as a kid don’t count.”  

As Cornelia comforted him, she pulled out her phone and started recording a 
video, making sure to get a clear close–up of Zack’s face.  

This moment was too precious not to document. If she didn’t show him when 
he sobered up, she’d be failing her duties as his best  

friend  

Abigail said, “If we’re talking about who’s naughtier, that’s definitely you”  
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Chapter 750  

Cornelia watched Zack’s awkward expression while her mind wandered elsew
here. “Abby, do you know any suitable girls? Maybe you could introduce one t
o Zack? Judging by his condition today. I feel like he’s looking for a girlfriend.”  

Abigail replied, “It’s not that he’s looking for a girlfriend. Zack’s just worried ab
out you. He’s afraid of you getting hurt, afraid of you being bullied, and afraid 
of you getting your heart broken all over again.”  

“I’m really happy right 
now. And those irrelevant people can’t hurt me. You guys really don’t need to 
worry about me.” Cornelia understood Zack’s concems, but sometimes you ha
ve to learn to let go and start over. Who knew? Things might turn out differentl
y.  

Like today, when Zack and Abigail saw Roman come looking for her, they wer
e so tense, afraid he’d hurt her again. But 
for Cornelia, that man was long gone from her life. He was a total stranger no
w. How could he possibly hurt her again?  

“Alnght, we’ll stop fretting over you. Someone else will take care of you 
from now on.” Abigail glanced at Marcus, who was still eating in  

silence.  

Abigail felt a bit disappointed. Hadn’t Marcus picked up on her hint? She was t
rying to get him to promise to take care of Cornelia.  

All in all, it was a pretty lousy birthday. They didn’t even get to have cake beca
use the birthday boy got too drunk and completely lost consciousness.  

In the end, it was Nash who helped Zack to his room.  

Abigail had planned to go back to Nash’s hometown with him in the afternoon.
 They had already bought train tickets, so they couldn’t, stay to look after Zack



. So, the responsibility of cleaning up and taking care of Zack fell on Cornelia 
and Marcus.  

After all the eating and drinking, the living room and the kitchen were a compl
ete mess. It would take one person at least an hour or two to clean up.  

While Cornelia was cleaning, Marcus made a call and soon a cleaning crew ar
rived. In no time at all, the house was spotless..  

After the cleaning crew left, Cornelia turned to Marcus, “I gotta say, the most p
owerful spell in the world is money!”  

Marcus chuckled and ruffled her hair, 
“Tired, huh? do you want to take a nap?”  

Cornelia replied, “Mmm.”  

They both went back to her room, where Cornelia said, “I don’t have any paja
mas for you, so you’ll have to make do with this clothes.”  

Marcus responded, “Okay.”  

Cornelia went to the bathroom with her pajamas. When she came out, Marcus
 was already asleep on the bed.  

The air conditioning in the room was turned up high and he didn’t have a blan
ket. Cornelia was worried he would catch a cold, so she quickly 
covered him with a blanket.  

But as she got close, Marcus suddenly opened his eyes and pulled her into hi
s arms, “Cornelia……”  

Cornelia responded, “Hmm?”  

Marcus asked, “What do I have to do to be more important to you than Zack?”
  

This guy, he really got jealous over anyone.  

Cornelia looked at him and said seriously, “I’ve told you before, Zack 
and Abby are my childhood friends. We’ve known each other for over twenty y
ears and been through a lot together. To me, they’re like family. They’re really 
important to me, so important that I can’t lose them.”  



Marcus asked, “What about me? Am I not important? Can you afford to lose m
e?”  
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