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Cornelia said seriously. “You’re as important to me as they are, no one’s bette
r than anyone else. Let’s stop asking these kinds of questions, okay? Look at 
me, I’m smart, I never ask you who’s more important to you, me or your grand
ma or Bri.”  

She didn’t really want an answer, but Marcus gave her one anyway, “I don’t kn
ow who’s more important, but I do know I can’t live without  

you.”  

Before knowing that Marcus was Jeremy and before realizing that Marcus was
 her husband, Cornelia had never heard Marcus speak such sweet words.  

Sometimes, this indirect kind of sweet talk hit her harder than a straight up “I l
ove you.”  

Cornelia nestled into his chest, listening to his strong, steady heartbeat, and w
hispered, “I get it.”  

She wanted to drop the subject, fearing if they keep talking about it, he might 
say something she can’t handle.  

But Marcus wasn’t done. “You get it? You sure you don’t have anything else t
o say?”  

Comelia yawned, “I’m tired, gonna grab some z’s. We can chat when I wake u
p.”  

She had a lot to drink with Zack, and once she hit the bed, she was out like a l
ight.  

Marcus, however, couldn’t sleep a wink. He just watched her; simply staring at
 her filled his empty heart with warmth.  

Perhaps due to not getting enough sleep last night or the effects of drinking at 
noon, Cornelia’s nap turned into a four hour sleep, and she didn’t wake up unti
l 6 pm.  



When she woke up, Marcus was nowhere to be seen, she thought he had gon
e home, so she got up and walked out of the bedroom, hair all tousled.  

She didn’t expect to see him on the phone in the living room, his voice so low 
she couldn’t hear a thing, but she could tell he wasn’t happy.  

She wanted to eavesdrop, but right then her phone rang. She hurried back to 
her room to pick up.  

It was Ben, who never called her on his day off. Something must’ve happened
.  

As soon as she picked up, Ben sounded anxious, “Cornelia, something has ha
ppened, have you heard?”  

Cornelia instinctively glanced at Marcus through the door, “What happened?”  

“You haven’t watched the news?” Ben asked.  

“I just woke up from a nap,” Cornelia said.  

“I heard someone leaked some private photos of you and an older man, claim
ed you tried to seduce your neighbor during the summer of your sophomore y
ear, and got caught by his wife. There are not only photos, but also news cove
rage in Rosenberg. The whole internet is blowing up over this. Go check onlin
e,” Ben said.  

Cornelia immediately opened the news website she frequently browsed, but e
verything seemed normal, no sign of anything Ben mentioned, “Ben, where di
d you see this?”  

“It’s everywhere. They’re even pushing the news notifications on the phone. T
he title is very catchy, and it even mentioned the Hartley Group, calling it the 
Hartley Group President’s Assistant Scandal. In several of the company collea
gues‘ groups I’m in, this news has also been forwarded like crazy.”  

Cornelia was in a few company groups as well, but they were eerily quiet, with
 no one chatting, she wasn’t sure if it was because she  

was in them.  

“Maybe they’re not sharing the links in the groups I’m in because I’m there. Yo
u can forward them to me,” Comelia suggested.  



“The photos are not pretty, you might not want to see them,” Ben said.  
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Cornelia said, “How can I know who’s framing me if I don’t see them?”  

Ben retorted, “Can you confirm it just by looking at them?”  

Comelia said, “Perhaps.”  

“We’ve been together for a year, and I know you’re not that kind of person. Bu
t as for President Hartley, I can’t be sure. You need to 
figure out a solution ASAP. If he 
gets wind of this, he might not give you a chance to explain, and he could just 
fire you on 
the spot. How will you handle that?” As Ben was speaking and searching for i
nformation, he suddenly went silent in the middle of his sentence.  

A moment passed before Cornelia heard him again, “It’s gone! It’s all gone!”  

Cornelia asked, “What’s gone?”  

Ben replied, “When I called you, the slanderous messages about you were stil
l spreading. Just in the short time we’ve been on the phone, there’s not a singl
e piece about you on the internet. All the links my coworkers sent, they’ve all c
hanged. It wasn’t a broken link; it was a direct change of content.”  

At this, Cornelia peered through a crack in the door to see Marcus on the pho
ne. She had a pretty good hunch that the sudden disappearance of the rumor
s about her had something to do with him.  

Wasn’t he supposed to be napping with her? When did he find out about the r
umors spreading about her?  

Meanwhile, Ben had the same thought.  



To make all the news on the entire internet disappear in an instant, besides M
arcus, Ben really couldn’t think of anyone else who could  

do it.  

“Cornelia, did President Hartley have your bad press deleted for you?”  

If it was indeed Marcus who had the news removed, it was clear that Cornelia 
held a special place in his heart. If they were married, that would be one thing,
 but now they were both having affairs, and Ben didn’t know what to say, “Cor
nelia, since everything’s fine now, I won’t keep you from your rest.”  

But before he could hang up, he heard Marcus‘ anxious voice through the rec
eiver, “You look a bit pale, when did you wake up?”  

Ben heard it all. It was clear they had been on the same bed. He didn’t want to
 eavesdrop, but curiosity got the better of him, so he didn’t hang up, waiting to 
hear what else Marcus would say.  

He waited quietly, and just as he was about to hang up, Cornelia’s tear–
choked voice came through, “Were you just dealing with my problem?”  

Then came Marcus‘ steady 
and firm voice, “Yes. It’s all taken care of, don’t worry. As long as 
I’m here, no one can mess with you.”  

Cornelia asked, “Why are you so good to me?”  

Marcus replied, “You’re my lawful wife, the spouse on my marriage certificate. 
If I’m not good to you, who should I be good to?”  

Ben listened quietly.  

It was like a thunderbolt. Had he misunderstood this whole time?!  

He was with them every day and he had no idea Cornelia was the woman Mar
cus had married two years ago!  
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No wonder when he used to think Cornelia had a thing for him, President Hartl
ey would act all weird and stuff, even made him question. his own looks.  

No wonder nothing he ever said to the president had any effect, while he woul
d listen to whatever Comelia said.  

No wonder the president would stay the whole night in Cornelia’s room when 
she got wasted.  

All the stuff that didn’t make sense before, it all added up now.  

Marcus was still the same Marcus that he knew, someone who was virtuous a
nd had never engaged in promiscuous relationships outside  

The two people on the other end of the line were still talking, but Ben didn’t da
re eavesdrop anymore. He quickly hung up, then slapped himself.  

In the last few days, he had cursed them both countless times in his mind, thin
king they were such jerks. Thankfully, he only cursed in his head, not out loud.
 Otherwise…  

He quickly ran through the last year in his mind. He hadn’t done anything over
 the line 
to Cornelia. Not only had he not bullied Cornelia in the past year, but he had a
lso always protected her.  

He felt so relieved!  

Meanwhile.  

Cornelia looked at Marcus with worry written all over his face. She had so muc
h she wanted to say, but in the end, she only asked him one question, “Did yo
u see those photos?”  

Marcus nodded, “Yeah.”  

He was typically quick to jealousy, so why was he so calm now, as if he didn’t 
care at all about those pictures, “Those are pictures of me in bed 
with other men. As my husband, why are you so calm after seeing those?”  

Marcus, “Am I calm?”  



He wasn’t calm, not at all! He wished he could immediately rip those who tried
 to violate her and spread rumors to hurt her into pieces. But in front of her, he
 had to be calm. He wanted her to know this wasn’t a big deal, and that he cou
ld handle it.  

Cornelia suddenly let out a laugh, “You saw it. Haven’t you ever doubted, may
be the truth is that I seduced someone else’s husband and got caught by their
 wife?”  

Marcus, “Are you that kind of person?”  

Cornelia, “I’m asking you.”  

Marcus, “I’ve been with you for a year. Do you think I don’t know what kind of 
person you are?”  

Cornelia, “Then what kind of person am I in your eyes?”  

Marcus, “You’re ambitious, optimistic, and you shine wherever you go. You’re 
always the center of attention.”  

Cornelia admitted she was ambitious and optimistic, but she didn’t realize she 
was the center of attention wherever she went. Especially in the last year, afte
r working with Marcus, she felt overshadowed by him everywhere she went. H
ardly anyone even noticed her. She didn’t expect him to think so highly of her.  

Cornelia said again, “You saw them, and so did many others. You can delete 
all the pictures and rumors about me online, but you can’t erase people’s me
mories. If one day you publicly acknowledge me as your wife, I’m sure many p
eople will bring this up again. Then, won’t you feel embarrassed?”  

“Cornelia!” Marcus called her name deeply, “First of all, you need to understan
d that you’re the victim in this situation. You didn’t do anything wrong.”  
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“We shouldn’t feel ashamed just because you’re 
the victim. The idea of blaming the victim is the most absurd thing I’ve ever he
ard. The ones who should be shamed, blamed, and punished by law are thos
e abusers.”  

Comelia looked at him, listening to his deep voice. It felt 
like she was back to a year ago when she was sexually harassed 
at work. He told her the same thing then.  

She wasn’t wrong, but the one who harassed her was.  

This society was often incredibly unfair to women. For instance, when a girl w
as secretly photographed and the pictures were uploaded online, the ones wh
o should be blamed were those taking and spreading the photos. But instead, 
people online blamed the girl for dressing too provocatively, saying that if she 
wore pants instead of a skirt, no one would take her picture.  

Comelia took a deep breath and buried her head in his chest, “Why didn’t you 
hug me? Do you know how scared I was just now?”  

He probably had no idea how scared she was. She was afraid he would be lik
e Roman, judging her as a loose woman and decide to divorce her.  

Marcus caught her as she leaned into him, holding her tight, “I’m sorry!”  

Comelia wnggled in his arms, “Stop saying sorry!”  

“Hey, what are you two up to? Surely you haven’t been hugging all afternoon?
” Zack, just waking up and still a bit groggy, was heading to the kitchen to get 
some water. As he passed 
Cornelia’s room, he saw them hugging through the slightly ajar door, and he f
elt a pang of, jealousy, “You could at least shut the door if you’re gonna cuddl
e, why’d you let me see?”  

Cornelia lifted her head from Marcus‘ chest, “You’re awake? Your head still hu
rts? Are you hungry? What do you want for dinner?”  

Noticing the redness around Comelia’s eyes, Zack immediately became worri
ed, “Did you cry? Did Marcus bully you?”  

Cornelia replied, “I’ve told you so many times, he’s been really good to me, an
d wouldn’t bully me, why don’t you believe me?”  



Zack didn’t answer.  

It wasn’t that he didn’t believe. He did. But seeing them together always gave 
him a complicated feeling. Like a father watching his son–in–
law, growing more and more dissatisfied.  

Just then, Marcus‘ private phone suddenly rang. He pulled out his phone and 
saw it was Granny Luisa calling, then smiled at Cornelia, “It’s Granny, she’s pr
obably rushing us to come home.”  

Cornelia said, “Tell Granny we’re going to have dinner with Zack before we go
 back.”  

Today was 
Zack’s birthday, and Cornelia would never let Zack eat dinner alone, or else h
e would complain about it for the rest of his life. However, when Marcus answ
ered the phone, his expression immediately changed. He paused, then said to
 Cornelia, “Your grandmother, suddenly falls ill, she’s in the hospital, we need 
to go now.”  

Two hours earlier.  

The Hartley family’s old mansion welcomed two long–
lost guests. The guests were Roman and his mother, Sabrina.  

Granny Luisa had always been very kind, especially to friends she hadn’t see
n in a long time. When she heard 
that they were coming. Granny Luisa had food and drinks prepared, and she p
ersonally went to the gate to welcome them.  

Upon seeing Granny Luisa, Sabrina immediately gave her a big hug, “Madam,
 I’ve missed you so much!”  

Granny Luisa replied with a smile, “I’ve missed you too. Is this Roman? It’s be
en so many years, the boy’s all grown up now. What does he do for a living?”  
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Roman Padilla replied politely, “Granny Luisa, I’ve just come back from 
overseas studies and now work at our up–and–
coming tech company, Moongazer Tech, in Riverton We recently partnered wi
th the Hartley Group, and I even met President Hartley yesterday.”  

Indeed, a company capable of collaborating with the Hartley Group must be e
xceptional. This young person could work at such an outstanding company wit
hout relying on their family, which brought great joy and comfort to Granny 
Luisa. “The child has grown up and made something of himself,” she said.  

Sabrina chimed in, “He’s doing alright, but he’s got a long way to go compared
 to Marc.”  

Hearing her grandson being praised, Granny Luisa didn’t hold back, “My Marc
 is exceptional. Very few people can hold a candle to him.” “Sure, sure…” Sab
rina supported Granny Luisa, and they slowly made their way to the main buil
ding. “Granny Luisa, are you planning to settle down in Riverton this time, or j
ust stay a few days before heading back to Southern Peak?”  

Granny Luisa replied, “Southern Peak is cooler in the summer than Riverton, s
o I planned to stay there for a more comfortable living, but I have some import
ant matters to attend to recently, so I need to stay in Riverton for a while and 
won’t go back to Southern Peak for  

now.”  

Sabrina said, “It’s hard for me to visit you in Southern Peak. Now that you’re st
aying in Riverton, I can come to chat with you more often when I have time. W
onderful!”  

“But I might not have time for chit–
chats in the near future, I have some important matters to attend to.” Granny 
Luisa happily said, “Marc has been married for two years now, they’ve been v
ery busy and haven’t had time to 
consider about having kids. I want them to live here so we 
can keep an eye on them, hoping to see their child sooner.”  

Sabrina added, “Yeah, Marc has been married for so 
long, and they should have a child by 
now. They didn’t hold a wedding reception, so we haven’t met his wife. We do
n’t even know what she looks like. I guess if we bumped into her on the street,
 we probably wouldn’t even recognize her.”  



Roman, walking ahead, carefully opened the door for the two elders and took 
over the conversation, “President Hartley is quite handsome, I bet his wife mu
st be a stunner too.”  

“Nelly is not only stunning but also smart, considerate, and very competent.” 
Granny Luisa was very happy when talking about Cornelia, she wanted to 
show off how exceptional Cornelia was to others.  

She slowly took out her phone, found a photo of Cornelia she took last night, “
Here, take a look, this is Nelly, gorgeous isn’t she?”  

In the photo, Cornelia was dressed in homewear. Simple outfit, but her beauty
 was more than just “pretty“.  

Sabrina craned her neck to look at the phone; even before seeing the girl in th
e photo clearly, she started keep praising, “She’s stunning! Not only is her app
earance stunning, but she also has a great temperament. Only such a beautif
ul girl is worthy of Marc.”  

“Marc is indeed lucky 
to have married Nelly.” Granny Luisa was naturally happy to hear the complim
ents about Cornelia, she then showed the photo to Roman, “Kid, take a look a
t Nelly too, remember to show her respect if you run into her one day.”  

Roman recognized Cornelia in the photo at a glance, but he still leaned in a bit
 closer, “Granny Luisa, is this girl in the photo President Hartley’s assistant Co
rnelia?”  

Granny Luisa nodded without any doubt, “That’s right. But don’t get it twisted, 
Cornelia climbed up to the position of the president’s assistant all by herself. 
Marc didn’t pull any strings for her.”  
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Sabrina said, “This is the Hartley 
family’s own business. Even if Marc’s trying to make things easier for his wife, 
what’s the big deal? Who’s gonna have the guts to question that?”  



Roman gave Sabrina a gentle 
nudge and started, “Granny Luisa, there’s something about Cornelia that I’m n
ot sure if I should tell you.”  

Granny Luisa asked, “What is it?”  

Roman took out his phone, scrolled to a photo, and handed it to Granny Luisa.
 “This happened this afternoon and it’s blowing up online. Pretty sure everyon
e in the country knows by now.”  

When Granny Luisa recognized the girl in the photo 
was Cornelia, she was shaking with anger, “Who dared to photoshop these pi
ctures? Who dared to smear Nelly’s name? When I find out who’s behind this,
 they’re gonna pay.”  

Roman 
asked, “Granny Luisa, is there any chance the photo isn’t photoshopped, but r
eal?”  

Granny Luisa snapped, “What are you implying? You think you know Cornelia 
better than me? Nelly’s 
character is impeccable. I’ll have Marc find out who made these photos. I’ll fin
d the culprit behind this and make them pay.”  

Roman paused, acting like he was in a tough spot, “Granny Luisa, there are s
ome things I didn’t want to bring up, but now that I know, I think I should let yo
u in on it. This girl, Cornelia, she used to be my girlfriend.”  

Sabrina exclaimed, “What did you just say? You can’t just toss around words li
ke that.”  

Granny Luisa coldly glared at Roman, “Spill it. What’s the deal?”  

Roman said, “You probably know I went to University of Riverton. Cornelia als
o graduated from there. During my junior year, she was in her sophomore yea
r. That year, I pursued her, and she became my girlfriend.  

“I never would have thought that when she went home for summer, she seduc
ed a married man, and got caught by his wife. The whole thing blew up, even r
eaching our university. She was almost expelled. When I found out, I broke thi
ngs off. I couldn’t be with a girl with such reckless behavior.”  



Smack-  

A slipper flew from the distance and hit Roman right on the forehead.  

Granny Rebecca had just entered the living room when she heard someone b
admouthing Nelly. She immediately took off her slipper and threw it at Roman,
 “So you were the one who hurt Nelly!”  

Still not satisfied, Granny 
Rebecca took off her other slipper and threw it at Roman, but this time it didn’t
 hit him. Sabrina stood up to  

block it for her son.  

She jumped forward, standing in front of Roman, and pointed at Granny Rebe
cca, “Who do you think you are, you old hag? If you dare touch a hair on his h
ead, believe me, you’ll regret it.”  

Granny Rebecca no longer cared to listen to anyone. She glared at the man w
ho once hurt Nelly, “You bastard. What you did to Nelly is in the past, and I wo
n’t hold it against you. But you, you shameless man, after all these years, you’
re still trying to stir up trouble and smear her name.”  
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Granny Rebecca was getting more and more ticked off. Her shoes were off, a
nd she was about to 
chuck a vase at Roman. Thank God, Sabrina was quick to react. “That vase m
ust be worth a fortune, don’t just smash it. One hit and it could cost hundreds 
of thousands.”  

For Sabrina, it seemed that the valuable vase was more 
important than her own son.  

After all, it was not cool to smash someone else’s stuff. Granny Rebecca put t
he vase down and continued to give Roman hell, “You were the one who brok



e up with her before, but now that you see Nelly is doing well, you want to ruin
 her marriage. What the hell are you trying to do”  

“So youre Comelia’s grandma We didn’t meet back then, didn’t expect to meet
 under these circumstances Roman said calmly, “It is not for me to say whethe
r or not your granddaughter has done the unseemly things she has done. I jus
t read about them online. But since you’re here, you should know the truth abo
ut what happened back then better than anyone. Can you tell Granny Luisa if 
Cornelia really seduced someone’s husband or not?”  

Rebecca, who had been a teacher for decades and had seen all kinds of stud
ents, was so pissed off that she was about to blow her top. “Talk nonsense ag
ain, I swear I’ll rip your mouth off.”  

“Even if you np my mouth off, it won’t help because I didn’t spread these rumo
rs.” Roman, observing Granny Luisa’s expression, continued, “The intemet ne
ver forgets. It’s not like people will forget everything over time.  

“The person who exposed your granddaughter’s photos today, not only expos
ed the explicit photos of her seducing others, but also. screenshots of Rosenb
erg’s reports back then. The evidence is clear. They’re not just making up rum
ors…”  

“You” Granny Rebecca was so mad that she was about to explode. She want
ed to say something, but it seemed like something was stuck in her throat, ma
king her chest hurt and she couldn’t speak.  

Granny Luisa quickly helped Granny Rebecca sit down, “Rebecca, calm down
.”  

Sabrina was playing the good guy again, “Oh, Granny Luisa, you really have t
o check this out. You have to find out the truth. What kind of family is the Hartl
ey family? Don’t be fooled by these bad people.”  

Granny Luisa gave Sabrina a cold look.  

Sabrina was a bit scared of that look, and she said with a guilty conscience, “If
 you find out the truth, and it’s not like what the internet says, you have to clea
r the Stewart girl’s name.”  



Granny Luisa looked at the two of them and probably understood their real int
entions for visiting her today. She reached out to Roman, “Give me your phon
e, I want to see if this photo is really Cornelia.”  

Without hesitation, Roman handed over his phone with both hands, “Granny L
uisa, please take a good look.”  

Granny Luisa took the phone and immediately threw it into a nearby fish tank, 
“Oh, I’m so sorry! The phone accidentally fell into the water. How much is your
 phone? I’ll pay you, you can buy another one.”  

People of their social class wouldn’t care about a phone, and what they really 
cared 
about was the information in the phone. Roman was mad, but he didn’t dare t
o show it, “Granny Luisa, you don’t have to pay, I can fish out the phone, it sh
ould still work.”  

Granny Luisa said, “I’m really sorry. My little goldfish is not in good health and 
cannot bear any external disturbances.“,  

“Alright, I’ll buy a new one later.” Roman frowned, 
not daring to complain. After all, the Padilla family still needed Granny Luisa’s 
help.  

“See the guests out! Before the 
Padilla family mother and son could settle down, Granny Luisa had already as
ked them to leave.  

The Padilla family had helped the Hartleys years ago. Granny Luisa remembe
red the 
instructions of the elders, and had been helping the Padilla family for decades.
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First off, she provided them with jobs and projects, but the people from the Pa
dillas didn’t make good use of it, they screwed up everything. Then, she decid
ed to just wire them money every month.  

She 
was loaded, so no matter how much the Padillas needed, she had it covered. 
She often turned a blind eye to 
their greedy antics, still treating them like friends.  

Every time the Padillas came to her, whether for money or anything else, she 
was always ready to give.  

But she never saw it coming, this time when they came to her, they wanted to 
smear the reputation of her beloved Cornelia. They didn’t. get a warm welcom
e, of course.  

“Granny Luisa, what’s this…” Sabrina noticed Granny Luisa’s firm attitude and
 realized that she shouldn’t have listened to her son and come here today.  

Not only did they gain nothing from this visit, but they also upset Granny Luisa
. Now they were wondering if Granny Luisa would still send them money next 
month.  

*Granny Luisa, we’ll take our leave then. We’ll visit you another day.” Roman 
was as cool as a cucumber, bidding Granny Luisa goodbye as if nothing happ
ened.  

Cornelia was a knockout, so it was no surprise Marcus Hartley would protect h
er. But what really threw him off was that Granny Luisa was also so protective 
of Cornelia.  

Cornelia’s past scandal was a big deal. Anyone who cared to ask would know 
about it. But Granny Luisa just wouldn’t believe it. He wondered if she was get
ting confused in her old age.  

The Padilla mother and son had just left when Granny Rebecca suddenly 
started shaking, her mouth opening to spit out a mouthful of blood, scaring Gr
anny Luisa half to death. “Rebecca, don’t worry about Nelly. Marc will handle i
t.”  

Granny Rebecca clutched Granny Luisa’s sleeve tightly, “Luisa, Nelly didn’t do
 any of those shameful things. You have 



to believe her. You have to explain to Marc, Nelly has always been a good girl
, and she wouldn’t do such things…”  

Granny Luisa patted 
Granny Rebecca’s back, soothing her, “Rebecca, save your breath. Even if yo
u didn’t say it, I’d still believe Nelly. Marc isn’t brainless. He will figure out the t
ruth. Trust me, He will believe in Nelly too.”  

“Please, 
you must believe in Nelly, you must…” Granny Rebecca muttered her last wor
ds before her eyes closed, and she passed out.  

The past 
event had caused significant harm and impact on Cornelia, and Granny Rebe
cca had been feeling very guilty about it. She always thought that if she hadn’t
 gone home visit that day, maybe none of those things would’ve happened, an
d Cornelia wouldn’t have ended up homeless at such a young age.  

So when these people brought up the past today, she got really pissed.  

In her heart, Nelly was clearly the best girl in the world. She never did anythin
g wrong, why should she suffer from these rumors and  

slanders.  

In desperation, Granny Luisa shouted, “Call the doctor, quick…”  
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After leaving the Hartley family’s courtyard, Sabrina sat in the car, looking wor
riedly at Roman in the driver’s seat, “Son, was our behavior today not worth it
?”  

Roman chuckled coldly, “Well, it’s too early to say whether we’ve gained or los
t. Maybe the old lady of the Hartley family is just sticking to her own opinion S
he may not believe us, but there must be some doubts in her heart. As long as



 we’ve planted seeds of doubt in her mind, who knows what will happen in the 
long run?”  

Sabrina was still worried, “Granny from the Hartley family has always been go
od to us. I’ve known her for over twenty years. Every time I visit her, she’s alw
ays friendly. The thing I want, no matter how expensive it is, as long as I ask h
er for 
it, she will give it to me. But this time she asked us to leave. I’m afraid she wo
n’t give money to us anymore.”  

Roman retorted discontentedly, “She only gives us twenty or thirty thousand a 
month. That’s not nearly enough for us. If she doesn’t give us money in the fut
ure, someone else will, don’t worry.”  

Sabrina said, “It is indeed a bit less, sometimes I want to buy a decent bag but
 don’t have money. But you know, having this twenty or thirty thousand is bett
er than nothing. Apart from Granny Luisa, who would be willing to give us tens
 of thousands every month?”  

For many families, twenty 
or thirty thousand was more than they can earn in a year. Yet, Granny Luisa g
ave the Padillas two to three thousand every month, and they still found it insu
fficient.  

“Don’t worry, as long as I’m here, you won’t be short of money,” Roman didn’t 
specify who would give them money. It was not the right time to tell her.  

Sabrina said, “You had me meet Granny Luisa today and you slandered Corn
elia in front of her. It doesnt benefit the Padilla family at all, why did you 
do that?”  

Roman asked, “Do you want to hear the truth?”  

Sabrina replied, “Of course! What, you think I want you to spin tales?”  

Roman smiled, his smile sinister and twisted. “Because I regret it! I regret brea
king up with her! If I hadn’t listened to those rumors and broken up with her, s
he would be my woman now, not Marcus“.”  

Sabrina said, “It’s just a woman. You can find any type of woman with your cur
rent status. It’s not worth being so obsessed over a woman from the past.”  



Roman replied, “A woman from the past? The one I can’t get is the one I can’t 
forget. Because she’s the woman I never truly had, I couldn’t help but miss he
r all these years.  

“Ironically, the first job I got when I returned to Riverton brought me face to fac
e with her. I tried to invite her to dinner, but she turned 
me down. Today, I visited her home and found her with Marcus. She told me 
Marcus is her husband. I understand that unless Marcus lets her go, I’ll never 
have another chance with her. So, I’d rather destroy her than let her fall into a
nother man’s hands.”  

Sabrina said, “She now has the powerful backing of the Hartley Group and tha
t fearsome Marcus. For the sake of our family and your 
future, you’d better not get involved with that woman anymore.”  

Roman sneered, “You think I’m the only one watching her? There are already 
many people paying attention to her. Every move she makes is being watched
.  

“Marcus has made many enemies, and there are countless people who wish h
im dead. Maybe one day, his life will be taken away by someone else, and the
n he’ll no longer have the right to fight me for Cornelia.”  

Sabrina asked, “Is the one who wants to deal with him Brennen?”  

Roman replied, “Since ancient times, the battle between father and son has al
ways been the most captivating show. I wonder who will have the upper hand 
in this play, the father or the son.”  

Sabrina said, “Marcus sent Brennen to prison before he was even eighteen. If 
Brennen couldn’t even handle a not–yet–eighteen–year–
old Marcus, what can he do to the now so powerful Marcus? Does he think he
 can win just based on his accumulation of strength during these two 
years after being released from prison?”  

Roman replied, “Let’s wait and see.”  

When Cornelia and Marcus arrived at the hospital, Granny Rebecca was still b
eing rescued.  



Granny Luisa was wiping away her tears 
as she said to Cornelia, “Nelly, I’m sorry! I didn’t take good care of your grand
ma. She got scared and couldn’t catch her breath. She almost passed away.”  
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It was all due to getting too worked up!  

Comelia latched onto the key point, “Granny, don’t panic, this has nothing to d
o with you. Can you tell me why my grandma got so worked up in the first plac
e?”  

Granny Luisa gave a detailed account of what happened at the old house toda
y. After listening, Cornelia was silent for a few minutes. before suddenly standi
ng up, “Marcus, can I borrow Ayden for a while?”  

The name she called wasn’t President Hartley, nor was it Jeremy, but Marcus,
 which indicated just how agitated she was.  

Marcus, “What are you planning to do?”  

Cornelia, “You just need to lend me Ayden, don’t ask any more questions. Als
o, you need to take good care of my grandma while I’m gone. I’ll be 
back later.”  

Collecting evidence, finding the rumormonger, and dealing with those who wa
nted to harm Cornelia… Marcus had already arranged for people to handle th
ese matters. They should have results by eight o’clock tonight..  

He had everything perfectly arranged, so Cornelia didn’t need to take matters i
nto her own hands. But whatever she wanted to do, Marcus would always sup
port her, “Okay.”  

Zack, who had come with them, voiced his concern, “Nelly, what are you 
planning to do? Take me with you. I’m a man, I can help if there’s a fight or so
mething.”  

Cornelia, “You stay put here. Don’t go anywhere. If grandma wakes up, make 
sure to notify me immediately.”  



After giving her instructions, Cornelia turned to Marcus, “Im heading to the par
king lot, have Ayden meet me there.”  

Marcus, “Okay.”  

Cornelia hurriedly made her way to the parking lot, but surprisingly, Ayden arri
ved even faster. He was already waiting by her car. “Ma am, what do you nee
d 
me to do?” Ayden wasn’t much for talking, but he was always in the know. To
day, he even changed how he addressed Cornelia.  

Cornelia, “Drive. We’re going to the Padilla family to kick some ass.”  

Ayden, ‘Okay”  

Ayden sped through the city streets, weaving through one road after another. 
When they were still a few hundred meters away 
from the Padilla family’s residence, Cornelia asked him, “How 
many people can you take down on your own? If everyone from the Padilla fa
mily is there, do you think you can take down Roman?”  

Ayden, “Either they go down, or I do.”  

Comelia gave his shoulder a reassuring pat, “Don’t worry, I just 
need you to back me up, scare them a little. You might not even have to throw
 a punch.”  

However, Cornelia underestimated Ayden’s strength. Upon arriving at the Pad
illa family’s place, Ayden took down Roman with just two punches and a shoul
der throw.  

Compared to Zack’s weak punches, Ayden’s were far more powerful. With 
just two punches, Roman 
lost two teeth. After a shoulder throw, he probably broke a couple of ribs.  

After settling the fight, Ayden ushered Cornelia forward, “Ma’am, the person y
ou’re looking for is right here. It’s your move now.”  

+  
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