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Chapter 801  

Cornelia [Alright, you guys hold your horses |  

Cornelia immediately found Marcus and handed him her phone. “President Ha
rtley, can you take a photo of me? Make 
sure to get the light show in the background”  

Instead of taking her phone, Marcus pulled out his own. ‘Shift a bit to your righ
t, half a step more, perfect”  

Marcus look several pictures of Cornelia before passing his 
phone back to her, “Take a look, if you’re 
not happy with them, we can take more  

Cornelia was very pleased with the pictures The composition and color correct
ion were on par with professional photography, “President Hartley, did you stu
dy photography or something? How did you manage 
to make me look so good in these pictures?”  

Marcus chuckled at her compliments, “Don’t flatter me too much”  

Cornelia looked at him with wide eyes, Tm not exaggerating! Your photograph
y skills are some of the best Ive seen. Can’t I compliment you? Come clean, di
d you secretly take lessons?”  

Marcus said, “It’s actually pretty simple, you just need to look and learn.”  

He said photography was simple and didn’t need any studying! Did he know h
ow terrible her own pictures turned out?  

Whenever she tried to take a portrait, Abigail would mock her for a whole year
, claiming she didn’t have an artistic bone in her body.  

Marcus asked, “Why are you looking at me like that?”  

Cornelia said, “Because you’re blowing things out of proportion.”  

Marcus said, “I’m just telling it like it is.”  



Cornelia said, “You must have been a top student back in school.”  

Marcus calmly admitted to the fact, “Yeah.”  

Cornelia didn’t want to continue the conversation, so she posted one of the pic
tures she liked best into the group chat.  

[Our Nelly is so beautiful! She’s even more dazzling than the light show!] Gran
ny Luisa responded almost instantly. Cornelia suspected that she didn’t even 
open the picture before showering her with praises.  

Patricia [Nelly is so beautiful, we can’t take our eyes off her]  

Those two were the real flatterers, praising her no matter what she did. If she 
sent a picture, they could come up with all sorts of compliments  

Thankfully, Granny Rebecca didn’t join in on the adulation: [Marc, don’t you ha
ve a picture with Nelly?]  

The picture was taken with Marcus‘ phone, and Cornelia had used his phone t
o send it to the group. So naturally, they assumed that Marcus was the one w
ho sent the  

picture.  

Cornelia, “President Hartley, the grannies want to see a picture of us together.
 If you’re okay with it, we can take one. If not, I won’t force you.”  

Marcus asked, “Why wouldn’t I be okay with it?”  

“Then let’s do it” Cornelia picked up her 
phone, opened the selfie mode, “Lower your head a bit, come closer to me, a 
bit more.”  

Only when she saw his head almost resting on her shoulder in the camera, di
d Cornelia feel satisfied and took two pictures, “That’s it”  

Suddenly, as she turned her head, her soft lips brushed against his cheek. Fe
eling shy, Comelia quickly backed away. But Marcus reached out his long arm
, pulling her back into his embrace, he whispered in her ear, “Cornelia”  

The way he called her name in that sexy and charming 
voice made her blush, ‘Hmm?”  



Marcus asked, “Does your lip still hurt?”  

Cornelia 
was so nervous she started stuttering. “Why, why would you ask that?”  

Marcus said, “Because I want to kiss you.”  
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He just wanted to smooch her! How could he say it so bluntly?  

Cornelia, startled quickly looked around, thanking her lucky stars that everyon
e was busy minding their own business, no one noticed them, “This place is cr
owded, it’s not very appropriate Let’s save it for home”  

Marcus playfully picked up a strand of her hair, sniffed it at the tip of his nose, 
and said, “Alright”  

Comelia dared not look at him she kept her head down and continued texting i
n the group chat  

When they sent out that photo, there was no doubt that the two grannies and 
Patricia would shower them with compliments again, praising them to the high
 heavens.  

After the grannies and Patricia finished their praises, the usually quiet Briana s
ent a message: [Grannies, and Patricia, did you see the way 
my brother was looking at Cornelia  

Granny Luisa replied [What’s up with his look?]  

Briana replied [it’s like a wolf looking at a lamb, as if he could gobble up Corne
lia any second. How come I never noticed this side of my brother before?]  

Cornelia quickly checked the photo. She hadn’t 
realized it before, but with Briana’s reminder, she did feel like Marcus was loo
king at her as if he wanted to eat her up.  



Cornelia rushed to click the photo, trying to retract the message, but it was pa
st the retraction time. Annoyed, she looked at Marcus, “Why were you looking 
at me like that?” Marcus asked, “What happened?”  

Comelia said, “Just check the group chat.”  

Marcus immediately opened his phone and quickly read through 
all the messages, “You are indeed gorgeous, is it wrong for our family to comp
liment your beauty?”  

Cornelia angrily said. “That’s not what I’m talking about!”  

Marcus asked, “Then are you talking about our selfie?”  

Cornelia said, I’m not some kind of food”  

Marcus pulled her into his arms, his laughter shaking his chest, “Cornelia, do y
ou know in my eyes, you are more tempting than food  

Cornelia raised an eyebrow at him, 
“So what if you find me tempting? You can only look, but you don’t have the g
uts to eat”  

Marcus asked, “What did you say?”  

Cornelia said, “Nothing. Are you guys going to play cards later?”  

Marcus said, “I don’t feel like playing anymore, let’s just go home.”  

Cornelia said, “They’ve traveled all this way to Riverton, isn’t it a bit rude not t
o play cards with them?”  

Marcus said, “Do you think Steven and Lucas are still in the mood to play?”  

Following Marcus” gaze, she saw that Steven and his wife and Lucas and his 
wife were 
already hugging tightly. It seemed like their world probably didn’t have room fo
r anyone else at that moment. They definitely weren’t in the mood for cards.  

Only Zavier 
was still sitting in the corner, chain smoking, as if cigarettes were his whole wo
rld.  



As Cornelia looked at him, Zavier suddenly looked up at her. Their eyes met, 
and Zavier suddenly smiled, a peculiar smile that left Cornelia a bit spooked.  

She instinctively 
hid behind Marcus. “Why did Zavier smash the glass earlier?”  

Marcus said, “Because I said I don’t know where Skyler is.”  

Cornelia said, “He knows you, so even if you deny it, it’s useless.”  

Marcus replied, “I really don’t know!”  

Cornelia was clearly surprised, her face pale, and she asked, “You really don’t
 know? Then where on earth is Skyler? Is she in danger?”  
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”  

Marcus told Cornelia, “Skyler’s a grown up now, and you’re just her friend You
 don’t have to carry the world on your shoulder for her  

Cornelia wanted to say something but Marcus cut her off, “Skyler wants her fr
eedom and she broke up with Zavier to stand on her own two feet What’s the 
difference 
if I send someone to watch over her, to help her out? That might not be the fre
edom she’s after  

Comelia tried to interject. “What if  

Marcus cut her off again, “You’re worried about her getting into trouble? Can’t 
fend for herself if she can’t find work? Any of us could end up in hot water, but
 the chances are slim to none. If it does happen, well, that’s just life. We all fac
e the same struggles, like 
not being able to find a job and make ends meet. Take you, for instance, witho
ut a job you can’t even put food on the table. Who else is gonna help you out 
apart from your kin? Skyler wants her freedom, doesn’t want to be a burden o



n anyone Every decision she’s making now is her own. You should trust her a
nd wish her well. No need to worry your pretty head over it.”  

Marcus words left Comelia at a loss for words  

Just then, Zavier walked 
up, a newly lit cigarette in his hand, “Mrs. Hartley, could we have a little chat?”
  

Comelia eyed Zavier warily and moved to stand in front of Marcus, “I don’t thin
k we’ve got anything to talk about!”  

“Are you sure about that?” Zavier asked, “I think we’ve got plenty to talk about 
Like my wife, Skyler‘  

“Mr. Rivera, you look like you could use a good night’s sleep You should head
 back to your hotel Marcus ushered Cornelia away without even saying goodb
ye to the other couples.  

Both of them had been drinking and couldn’t drive, so Marcus had already call
ed for a driver.  

The driver, Austin, asked, “Mr. Hartley, where to?”  

“To the old house To keep his promise to his grandma, Marcus decided to sta
y at the old house for at least two weeks. He didn’t want to let the old lady dow
n.  

“Right away” Austin nodded and then drove off.  

Marcus immediately raised the partition in the car, separating the front from th
e back. He then patted the seat next to him, “Come here  

Cornelia was a little nervous, “Maybe we should wait until we get home, you k
now  

Marcus laughed. “What do you think I want to do?”  

Cornelia didn’t respond. She thought he wanted to kiss her..  

When Cornelia didn’t move, Marcus leaned in close to her, resting his head on
 her shoulder, “Cornelia, I’m beat Mind if I take a nap on your shoulder?”  



Cornelia didn’t respond. Turned out he just wanted to use her shoulder as a pi
llow She felt a bit silly for overthinking.  

Marcus fell asleep on her shoulder in no time. He had stayed up with her all ni
ght by her grandma’s side and had been running around all day. He must be e
xhausted  

Thinking about this, Cornelia felt a pang of sympathy for him. Not wanting to w
ake him, she kept still until they reached the Hartley Mansion.  

When they arrived, Marcus 
was still asleep. Cornelia told Austin to go rest and she would stay in the car w
ith him for a while.  

Austin understood and left without asking any questions.  

Cornelia looked down at Marcus, taking in his long eyelashes under the frame
 of his glasses, his sharp 
features. Even from this close, it was hard to tear her eyes away from him.  

Cornelia wondered more than once if she would have agreed to marry him if h
e hadn’t been so good looking when her grandma suggested the idea.  

She probably wouldn’t have  

Although people always said not to judge a book by its cover, it was human na
ture to be attracted to beautiful things. Even when it came to finding a 
job, good–looking men. and women definitely got more attention.  

Just as Cornelia was lost in her thoughts, Marcus lazily opened his eyes and t
heir eyes met.  
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Cornelia was caught by Marcus. Too shy to meet his eyes, she quickly said, “
We’re home”  



“Okay” After they got out of the car, Marcus took Cornelia’s hand and they wal
ked into the house together.  

Holding his hand tightly, Cornelia said. “There’s an important meeting tomorro
w morning, so we need to get up early. You should go take a shower and go t
o bed”  

Marcus suggested, “Why don’t you take a couple of days off and hang out wit
h grandma.”  

“No problem Comelia responded, Tll delegate my work to Wendy for the next t
wo days. What do you think?”  

“Sounds good, you make the call” As they walked and talked, Marcus suddenl
y stopped. He held Cornelia’s face and leaned in for a kiss.  

His kiss was gentle and slightly ticklish, Cornelia couldn’t resist and melted int
o his arms within seconds.  

After the kiss, Cornelia’s face was flushed like she’d been thoroughly kissed.  

Marcus lightly touched her lips and asked, “Are you satisfied?”  

Cornelia was silent for a moment. What the hell was this guy saying? How wa
s she supposed to respond?  

“Do you want another one? Marcus asked again.  

Cornelia stayed silent. Well, she wouldn’t mind another one. If he wanted to d
o it, then just do it.  

Why did he have to ask her?  

Not knowing how to respond, Cornelia hugged his neck 
and took initiative to kiss him.  

She wasn’t very skilled, but she used everything she had learned  

As their kiss got intense, Marcus 
suddenly stopped. He held her close and protectively, looking coldly at the flo
wer bed beside them, “Who’s there? Show yourself!”  

Briana popped her head out from behind the flower bed, “It’s me!”  



Marcus said, “Hand it over.”  

Brana played dumb, “Hand over what?”  

“You know what” Marcus said.  

“I sent the video I just shot to the family chat.” Briana said.  

Cornelia immediately looked up. “Br, what did you say?”  

“I caught you two kissing and I’ve already shared it in the family chat.” Briana 
said.  

Cornelia instantly checked her phone, sure enough there was a video in the fa
mily chat sent by Briana. The stars of the video were none other than her and 
Marcus, “Briana,  

you.”  

This was the first time Cornelia 
had called Briana by her full name since they met, indicating just how mad sh
e was, “You need to delete it now!”  

Briana checked the time, it was too late to delete the video. She handed her p
hone to Cornelia, “Cornelia, you delete it.”  

Cornelia took the phone and immediately tried to delete the video, but there w
as no option to do so, “Marcus, are you just going to let your sister get away w
ith this? Look at what you’ve let her become?”  

Marcus stayed silent.  

Wasn’t it always her who 
spoiled Briana? Why was she pushing the blame onto him now?  
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Marcus didn’t get a chance to argue when Cornelia shot back, 
“Did you and your sister team up to screw me over?”  

Marcus was left speechless  

Cornelia huffed. “I don’t want excuses. You need to find your grandmas and P
atricia’s phones and delete that video before they see it  

With that, Cornelia stormed off into the house, leaving the two of them staring 
at each other  

Realizing 
she pissed Cornelia aff, Briana attempted to bail But Marcus‘ stern voice echo
ed from behind her, “Briana”  

She turned around, grinning at Marcus, 
“Bro, it was all Grandma’s idea. If you’re going to blame anyone, blame her  

Marcus snapped, “You blame everything on Grandma. Whatever she asks, yo
u would do. Don’t you have a mind of your own?”  

Briana replied, “Grandma is old, and her biggest wish is to have a great–
grandchild. As a dutiful granddaughter, how can I ignore her wishes?”  

Marcus said seriously, “All you do is make excuses”  

Seeing she was in hot water, Briana quickly apologized, “You’re right, it’s my f
ault!”  

While she admitted her wrongs, she didn’t truly believe she was at fault. She 
was just following 
Grandma’s orders, keeping tabs on the couple, and reporting any news to Gra
ndma to help her realize her wish  

She’d put in a lot of effort for this family. She hadn’t done anything wrong!  

Not at all!  

Marcus asked, “What did you do wrong?”  

Briana answered, “Everything”  



Marcus said, “You make mistakes and show no remorse. Starting from tomorr
ow, you’re grounded. Reflect on yourself.”  

Briana said, “Bro, are you joking?”  

Marcus ignored her and walked away.  

Briana hurned after him, “Pease forgive me this time. I promise it won’t happe
n again. I’ll take better care of Cornelia if you don’t punish me?”  

Marcus asked, “If I punish you, you won’t take care of Cornelia?”  

Briana replied. “Of course I’ll still take care of Cornelia, she’s always been nic
e to me. But if you don’t punish me, I can take even better care of her”  

Marcus said, “This isn’t a situation for bargaining.”  

Brana pleaded, “Bro, please.”  

She really shouldn’t have annoyed Marcus by messing with the person he car
ed about the most, all because of Grandma’s words. If only Cornelia spoke up
 for her when Marcus was picking on her.  

She definitely needed to be smarter in the future and know who not to mess w
ith in the house  

After showering, Cornelia went straight to bed, still seeming miffed Marcus ca
me into the room, but she ignored him and buried herself under the covers, pr
etending to be asleep  

He didn’t bother with her either.  

Cornelia perked up her ears and listened. From the sounds of it, Marcus went 
to the bathroom. After a while, she heard the sound of running water from the 
bathroom, and then the water stopped Next was the sound of the bathroom do
or opening and closing. Then, Cornelia heard what seemed like deliberately s
oftened footsteps, slowly  

approaching  

Chapter 806  
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Just as she felt him nearing, Cornelia cracked one eye open to see him toweli
ng off his hair, with no intention of using a blow dryer.  

He was of weak constitution, and could easily catch a cold with wet hair. Even
 though she was still pissed, Cornelia couldn’t help but worry for him, I’m not a
sleep yet. Use  

the blow–dryer”  

Marcus asked, “You’re not asleep? Or did I wake you up?”  

Cornelia replied, “I wasn’t sleeping”  

Marcus chuckled grabbed the blow–
dryer and sat at the edge of her bed. “You help me blow.”  

Cornelia retorted, “No way!”  

Men should not be spoiled!  

She had helped him blow–
dry his hair once at a hotel a couple of days ago, and now every time he want
ed to dry his hair, he expected her to do it. She absolutely couldn’t spoil him, o
r he’d definitely develop bad habits.  

Even though she was adamant about not spoiling him, Cornelia obediently sat
 up, tonk the blow–
dryer from his hand. She turned it on, adjusted it to the perfect temperature, a
nd started drying his hair.  

His hair was short and the blow–
dryer was powerful, so it didn’t take long for his hair to dry.  



When Cornelia handed the blow–
dryer back to him, he took the chance to hold her hand, “Cornelia, I apologize 
for Bri. She won’t do it again.”  

Cornelia said, “Who asked you to apologize for her? She’s an adult, can’t she 
apologize herself? Why does she need your help?”  

Marcus responded, I’m punishing her to reflect at home and not allow her to st
ep out of the house. She’ll apologize to you in person tomorrow.”  

Cornelia said, “Why are you punishing her? She’s still a child, it’s normal to m
ake mistakes. Don’t punish her.” It was Cornelia who said Briana was an adult
 and needed to take responsibility for her actions, and it was also her who said
 Briana was still a child. She really had it both ways.  

Marcus replied, “She must be punished, or she’ll dare to sneak photos of us a
gain.”  

Cornelia said, “If she wants to take photos, let her. It’s nothing to be ashamed 
of.”  

Marcus asked, “Are you going soft?”  

Indeed, Cornelia’s heart had softened. Briana had parents, but it was as if she
 had none. She had never experienced parental love and her brother and gran
dmother were the closest people to her If her beloved brother punished her, th
e little girl would definitely feel hurt.  

Cornelia said, “Anyway, don’t punish her. She’s preparing for the anime conve
ntion and she’s one of the organizers. If she’s grounded, there might be proble
ms there”  

Suddenly, Marcus leaned down and gently bit Cornelia’s nose.  

Cornelia tried to dodge, but her waist was tightly held by him. His palm 
was like iron, firmly pressing against her waist. With a slight push, she fell into 
his arms, their bodies pressed closely together.  

They were both wearing thin pajamas and Cornelia felt as if she could sense t
he contours of his abs. The word that flashed across her mind was  



Not long after Marcus held Cornelia, he pushed her away. He then stood up, a
nd hurriedly walked towards the bathroom.  

hunk.  

The sound of running water in the bathroom resumed, continuing for quite a w
hile without stopping 
Cornelia waited, almost falling asleep, but he still didn’t come out. So  

she went to sleep first.  

Meanwhile, Marcus was still in the bathroom, taking cold showers one after an
other. After a long time, the cold water finally washed away the heat in his bod
y. He turned off the showerhead and helplessly shook his head  

He knew that the girl had a great attraction for him, but he couldn’t have her n
ow. Why was he still provoking her in such a situation?  

When Cornelia was sleeping in a daze, she vaguely felt someone hug her fro
m behind. But she was too sleepy to open her eyes, and fell back asleep.  
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When Cornelia woke up, the sun was already high up and Marcus was nowhe
re to be found  

Her 
internal clock was usually spot on. Even without an alarm, she’d wake up arou
nd the same time. What on earth had her sleeping till 10 am?  

She rolled over and stared at the emply side of the bed.  

This was their third night living together, and for the last two, he’d waited for h
er at breakfast every morning. Waking up to his absence left her feeling some
how empty, as if him waiting for her at breakfast had already become a longst
anding routine.  



She felt out of sorts without him around for even a day  

Comelia grabbed her phone and shot Marcus a message without giving it a se
cond thought.  

Suddenly, three messages popped up on the big screen in the conference roo
m, causing the room to go eerily silent, even 
the experienced Ben felt a twinge of aronety  

Cornelia: [What time did you get up? |  

Cornelia (Are you at the office already?]  

Comelia [Why didn’t you wake me up?]  

These messages shocked everyone in the room.  

However, Marcus acted as if nothing was out of the ordinary picked up his pho
ne and typed out a couple of lines, then hit send I saw you were tired last nigh
t, so I let you sleep in Didn’t wake you up ]  

Thanks to the phone screen being projected onto the big screen, everyone in t
he room could clearly see their conversation.  

He then continued [Just woke up?]  

Cornelia [Yeah.]  

Marcus: [Get up and freshen up, come downstairs for breakfast after. Can’t ha
ve you starving]  

Cornelia [Alright‘]  

The staff, especially the female staff, had mixed feelings seeing this warm exc
hange.  

There’d been rumors that their boss didn’t like women. Then after he personall
y announced his marriage, rumors spread that he adored his wife to bits. Ever
yone believed these rumors, thinking their boss was the type to spoil his wife r
otten and had no interest in other women.  

Some harbored feelings for him but didn’t dare show it, afraid of getting fired. 
But Comelia, his assistant, was sharing a bed with hirri!  



After sending his messages, Marcus looked up and asked, “Why the pause?”  

Ben collected himself, ready to continue, when another ping from his phone in
terrupted him.  

Marcus checked his phone again, it was a new message in the group chat, se
nt by his grandmother: It used to worry that our Marc 
didn’t know how to treat a lady. After watching this video, I now know that Mar
c sure knows how to charm a girl. What was I worned about?)  

The ‘charm a girl‘ part referred to the way he kissed in the video. Marcus got it
. To avoid distractions, he set his phone to silent and got down to business  

But as he exited the group chat, he accidentally tapped on a video Briana had 
sent last night.  

Simultaneously, a video of a couple passionately kissing appeared on the big 
screen in the conference room. Their 
kiss was long and intense, as if they couldn’t bear to  

part.  

The screen was so large that they could even see the man gently biting the w
oman’s lower lip during the kiss. Anyone in the room could tell that the couple 
in the video were Marcus and his assistant, Cornelia.  
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If the text 
chat just now couldn’t prove anything, then this video was the most direct and 
powerful evidence of their infidelity No wonder the news about Cornelia seduci
ng a married man just blew up on the internet a couple of days ago and then d
isappeared without a trace at an astonishing speed No wonder 
someone was warned by Ben this morning for discussing Cornelia’s inappropr
iate photos. They thought Cornelia was too ashamed to come to work today, b
ut it turned out she was being pampered by the boss and couldn’t get 
out of bed  



Everyone was speechless.  

Men, huh!  

Indeed, men! So–called self–
discipline, loving only their wives, it turned out it was all a 
carefully crafted image.  

Their boss, like all men, doted on his wife on one hand and also had intimate r
elationships with other women.  

Last time in the elevator, they had a passionate kissing scene in front of Ben 
And this time he saw it in the video, the intensity was no less than last time in t
he elevator. Ben was stunned  

All eyes were on Marcus, thinking he would say something. But he just calmly 
turned off the video and put away his phone, “Let’s continue the meeting!”  

Damn! Ben forgot where he was just now!  

Marcus immediately spotted Ben’s embarrassment and reminded him, “Page 
2, Item 3.”  

Hearing the prompt, Ben gratefully gave Marcus 
a look. He then sighed in his heart, his boss, President Hartley, had an amazi
ng psychological quality  

Not only could 
he text his wife in front of so many people, but he could also remember where 
the meeting was just now  

Ben immediately pulled himself together and got back to work.  

The first time he made such a rookie mistake, Marcus would remind him once,
 but 
if there was a next time, there simply wouldn’t be a second chance to make a 
mistake  

Over an hour later, the meeting ended 
and Marcus was the first to leave the conference room.  

As usual, Ben quickly followed Marcus. But as Marcus was leaving 
the room, he stopped and looked back at Ben.  



Just one glance at Ben, nothing else.  

Having been by his side for so many years, Ben could still guess what the bos
s wanted to say, ‘President Hartley, don’t worry, I’ll handle this.  

After watching Marcus leave, Ben retreated to the conference room and casua
lly closed the door, “Everyone, please sit down and hear me out.”  

The people who were about to leave after tidying up their files all sat back dow
n in their seats, quietly waiting for what Ben was about to say. Everyone had a
n idea.  

Ben scanned the room, “Whatever happened in this meeting room today, let’s 
just leave it at that. If anyone talks about it, let alone exaggerate it, then the H
artley Group probably can’t accommodate such an employee.”  

“Ben, you’re helping them do wrong” Someone 
boldly stood up and criticized Ben, President Hartley has a wife, and I heard C
ornelia is married too. Their relationship, that’s an affair Ben, you must have k
nown this for a while. Not only did you not stop them, you helped them hide it.”
  

Ben said, “Dont talk nonsense, the relationship between President Hartley and
 Cornelia is legal”  

Because he couldn’t publicly say that Cornelia was Marcus‘ lawful wife, Ben c
ould only explain it this way. He was actually a bit confused, they were clearly 
a legal couple, why did they have to be so secretive?  

Did this make it more exciting and help their marriage harmony?  
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“What are you on about? The guy started to raise his voice, “I didn’t make up t
hat stuff about Cornelia and Marcus All the folks at the meeting today saw it wi
th their own eyes. That video was quite a shocker Do you think it was photosh
opped or something? A couple of days ago, there were pictures of Cornelia ge



tting cozy with some old geezer floating around in the group chat, and now sh
e’s with Marcus I really can’t figure it out, what does Marcus see in a flaky chic
k like her?  

The word “flaky just happened to reach Marcus, who hadn’t walked too far aw
ay, causing him to halt  

He pushed open the door, staring icily at the guy who had been talking. What 
did you just say? Say it again!”  

‘President Hartley. The guy could mouth off to Ren, but he didn’t dare to do th
e same to Marcus. He didn’t expect Marcus to come back when he was shouti
ng out loud  

“Cornelia is my woman, it’s none of your business to gossip about her behind 
her back. What’s more, the rumors that have been circulating are nothing like 
you imagined, Cornelia has been a victim from the start.” Marcus had never th
ought to explain his affairs to others, he was only doing so today because it in
volved Cornelia  

He wouldn’t allow anyone to defame Cornelia in front of him, 
“Ben, inform HR to terminate this guy’s contract and never hire him again”  

Ben said, ‘Sure.”  

The guy’s face turned pale from fear.  

“Anyone who dares to gossip about Cornelia behind her back will be fired on t
he spot and never hired again” Marcus” words were calm, but they carried an 
absolute deterrence No one dared to make a sound.  

He left immediately after finishing  

Ben caught up with Marcus, thought for a moment, and decided to ask, “Marc
us, you and Cornelia are legally married, why are you hiding it? Like today’s si
tuation, if you don’t disclose Cornelia’s 
identity people will definitely have prejudice against her, which will affect her f
uture work.”  

Marcus certainly understood Ben’s concerns, “You think 
I don’t want to disclose her identity?”  



Ben asked, “You do? Then why don’t you?”  

Marcus gave Ben a cold glance, “What do you think?”  

After being glared at by Marcus, Ben felt wronged, 
“If I knew, would I need to ask you?”  

Marcus didn’t continue the topic, “I don’t get along with that Wendy. You take 
over Cornelia’s work while she takes a few days off.”  

Although this meant he had to do the work of 
two people alone, Ben still accepted, “Alright.”  

Cornelia had no idea about the stir she had caused with her message.  

After sending the message, she got dressed and went downstairs after washin
g up, Patricia was waiting at the bottom of the stairs on the first floor. When sh
e 
saw Comelia coming down, she immediately went up to greet her. “Nelly, you’
re awake. Come and have breakfast  

Patricia’s face was all smiles, her gaze couldn’t help but land on Cornelia’s bel
ly  

Cornelia felt a bit awkward under her gaze, “Patricia, is there something on m
e?”  

Patricia replied, 
“No, I was just thinking about what Marc said before he went to work, and I’m 
very happy.”  

Cornelia asked, “What did he say?”  

Patricia replied, “He said you might have been tired last night, so he turned off
 your alarm clock and told us not to disturb you, so that you can wake up natur
ally”  

Cornelia was speechless  
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Chapter 810  

Marcus never made things crystal clear, so Patricia must have got the wrong 
end of the stick.  

Cornelia couldn’t explain, she just awkwardly chuckled  

As she strolled into the dining room, she spotted the two grannies. The mome
nt she entered, their eyes zeroed in on her, particularly her belly  

She figured they must have got the wrong idea from Briana’s video last night. 
She didn’t know what to say, “Why are you guys eyeballing me like that?”  

Granny Luisa said, “Oh, nothing we’re just tickled pink to see you”  

Granny Rebecca said, “Marcus is such a sweetheart, giving you the day off to
day”  

Granny Luisa said, Tve always told you. Marcus may seem cold as ice, but he
’s got a heart of gold.”  

Granny Rebecca said, “Yes, yes, your great–grandson is the bee’s knees.”  

Granny Luisa said. “How else could he have won over our wonderful Nelly if h
e wasn’t?”  

Seeing the grannies about to launch into praises, Cornelia quickly changed th
e subject, “Granny, how are you feeling today? Any discomfort?”  

Granny Rebecca said, ‘I used to feel groggy all the time, no matter how much 
I slept. But yesterday and today, I feel as fresh as a daisy Could it be my ange
r flushed out my health issues?”  

Cornelia knew her granny was feeling better because she was no longer bein
g poisoned, but she couldn’t spill the beans. She played along. “Well, you sho
uld pick fights more often, Granny Who knows, you might even get younger!”  

Granny Rebecca laughed, “You’re such a sweet talker.”  

Cornelia said, “What do you guys want to do today? I can keep you company”  



Granny Luisa said, “As long as you’re with us, anything goes”  

The two grannies didn’t have any special activities Granny Luisa liked to 
work out, and Granny Rebecca stayed home most of the time due to her healt
h. Her major activity was strolling in her garden.  

Granny Rebecca said, “I know you took the day off to be with us, but it’ll get b
oring Go check on Bri. I heard her comic con ran into some snags. She left ea
rly this morning and hasn’t been back since”  

“Bri’s comic con hit a snag? Cornelia was on pins and needles, “Grannies, I’ll 
skip breakfast today. I need to go to the expo center”  

The moment she 
finished, Patricia served up the breakfast she just cooked, “Cornelia, skipping 
breakfast is a one–
way ticket to ulcers. You have to eat. Even if you don’t. think about the baby.”  

Cornelia asked. “What baby?”  

Patricia instantly regretted her words, “I was talking nonsense. Nonsense! Any
ways, you should eat your breakfast, it’s the most important meal of the day”  

There was an old school belief in Riverton that people shouldn’t spill the 
beans about a pregnancy in the first three months. Patricia and others believe
d Cornelia might be pregnant but they didn’t mention it because of this.  

Granny Luisa said, “Bri should handle her own problems. Let her figure it out. 
Nelly, you need to take care of yourself. You can’t carry the world on your sho
ulders. Now sit down and eat your breakfast.” 
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