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I’m here to mourn Nelly’s grandma and also to see Nelly” Clair tried to squeez
e out a few tears, “Nelly’s dad passed away early, and her grandma was her o
nly rock. Now that her grandma’s also kicked the bucket, I’m worried Nelly is g
onna have a hard time.”  

What Clair was saying was exactly what Tanisha and others were worried abo
ut, “We share the same concerns. So we can only try our best not to leave Nel
ly alone for a short time. We can only spend more time with her and comfort h
er as much as possible”  

Clair went on, “After all, Nelly’s only family has passed away. A few comforting
 words might not do much. I’ve got an idea now, and I hope you guys can give
 it some thought, to see if it’s feasible?”  

Tanisha said, “Spill it.”  

Clair, “I want to take Nelly back. Have her live with me, in my city, and I will ta
ke care of her from now on  

Upon hearing that Clair wanted to take up the responsibility of a mother, Tanis
ha was naturally happy, but she couldn’t make the decision, “Nelly’s an adult n
ow, so it’s up to her how she feels about this. We can’t make the decision for 
her  

Clair, “Of course I know Nelly’s wishes are the most important. I just want you 
guys to help persuade Nelly. You know, I left Rosenberg when Nelly was just 
a few months old, and she might hold a grudge against me. She might not be 
willing to come back to me.”  

Tanisha was a soft–
hearted person, seeing Clair looking so pitiful, she felt sympathy for Clair, “Nel
ly mentioned you last night. Although 
she didn’t say she missed you, I’m sure she did, but…  

Clair, “What?”  



Tanisha continued, “You want to take Nelly back, does your current family agr
ee? Nelly has her own family now. As far as we know, her husband’s family tr
eats her very well.  

Clair, “My family agrees. The key is Nelly’s wishes…  

Tanisha, “Alright, wait here for a while, I’ll go ask Nelly in the room.”  

Clair tried to look into the room, but because there was a corner at the entranc
e, she couldn’t see what was going on in the room, “Can I go in first?”  

Tanisha was soft–
hearted, but Roy stopped Clair, “Wait a minute, let’s ask Nelly first, then decid
e whether or not to let you in.”  

Clair smiled at Roy, “You’re Roy, aren’t you? So many years have passed, an
d 
you’re still as handsome as ever. If I had met you earlier, maybe things would 
have been different.”  

Roy looked at this woman who was smiling at him. This woman was prettier th
an his wife, in her forties but still had a good figure, even her hands looked sm
ooth, but he still thought his wife was better.  

Roy, “You’re not even fifty yet, and your eyesight is already this bad?”  

Clair didn’t understand why he suddenly asked this question, “My eyesight is fi
ne.”  

Roy said, “If your eyesight is so good, why would you say I haven’t changed at
 all? Last time we met was over twenty years ago, I was young and looked alri
ght. Now not only is my hair almost completely gray, I’ve also gotten a big bell
y. Anyone who isn’t blind wouldn’t say I’m still as handsome as before.”  

Clair was silent. She didn’t expect that when she made a polite remark, Roy w
ould take it seriously 
and even blame her for having bad eyesight. If it weren’t for the fact that she n
eeded his help now, she wouldn’t even want to talk to him.  

Roy continued, “You left a few months after Nelly was born, and Nelly doesn’t 
even remember what you look like. Now you’re back, do you think she will wel
come you?”  



“No matter what, Nelly is my flesh and 
blood, my closest child. She should welcome me.” Clair showed a sad expres
sion, “Even though I wasn’t in Rosenberg these years, I’ve been keeping tabs 
on her and her grandma’s situation.”  

Roy scoffed, “If you 
really cared about her and her grandma’s situation, then why didn’t you come 
back when Nelly was bullied and driven out of Rosenberg at the age of twenty
?”  
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Clair felt a little helpless under this blunt attack, “You’re an adult, you should k
now the world ain’t always sunshine and rainbows”  

Even though it wasn’t his business, Roy always treated Cornelia like his own d
aughter, so he naturally felt the need to 
step in, “You’re just not taking it seriously. You abandoned her back then, and 
now you’re back. Who knows what your real intentions are  

Clair, “What did I do to piss you off?”  

Roy, “Nothing in particular.”  

Clair, Then why do you dislike me?”  

Roy. “I don’t dislike you I’m just worried you have bad intentions for Nelly and 
will hurt her again. She can’t handle any more blows right now?  

No matter what she did, it seemed to draw his criticism. Clair’s inner frustratio
n had reached its peak, but on the surface, she still politely said, “Let’s hear w
hat Nelly has to say”  

Tanisha 
came to Cornelia’s room just as she was about to head out, pulling her back in
to the room, “Nelly…”  



Seeing Tanisha’s hesitation, Cornelia felt a bit uneasy, “What’s up?”  

After a pause, Tanisha asked, “If your mom came to mourn your grandma, wo
uld you let her in?”  

Hearing this, Cornelia’s heart started racing, beating so fast it felt like it was g
oing to jump out of her throat, “She’s here to mourn my grandma?*  

Tanisha nodded, “She’s at the door, but we didn’t let her in, in case you didn’t 
want to see her.”  

Swallowing hard, Cornelia tried to keep her cool, “If she’s here to mourn my 
grandma, I have no reason to turn her away!  

Tanisha, “So, you want to see her?”  

Cornelia, “Of course.”  

Her dad and 
grandma never spoke ill of her mom. Whenever little Cornelia asked about her
, they told her that her mom was a good person. So, she’d always had a good 
impression of her mother.  

Tanisha, “There are a lot of people here, you wait in your room, I’ll bring her to
 you.”  

Cornelia, “Alright.”  

“I’ll go get her now” Tanisha made her way to the door, then turned back, “Nell
y, you seem pretty calm, did you know your mom was coming?”  

Cornelia just smiled and didn’t say a word. She might look calm on the outside
, but inside, she was a mess. She was almost 25 now, finally about to meet he
r biological mother and fill that gap in her heart. How could she not be excited
?  

Cornelia went back to her vanity, quickly tidying her 
hair and clothes. She wanted to make a good impression on her mom.  

Chapter 943  
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Two minutes later, the door was pushed open again. Tanisha was the first to e
nter, followed by a tall middle–aged woman.  

Cornelia looked up and her heart turned ice–cold 
the moment she saw the newcomer’s face. She trembled, asking, “Why are yo
u here?”  

Clair ran towards Cornelia with tears in her eyes. “You, you’re my Nelly, aren’t
 you? Nelly, I’m your mother. After all these years, I’ve finally found you”  

Tanisha said, “Do you two know each other? Well, you guys chat. I have other
 things to take care of.”  

Cornelia replied coldly. “Could you please ask her to leave? I don’t want her in
 my house.”  

Clair said, “Nelly, I know you hate me because I abandoned you in the past. Pl
ease, give me a few minutes to explain.”  

When Clair found out that Cornelia’s husband was Marcus, she immediately b
ought the quickest plane ticket to Rosenberg. Whether or not Cornelia accept
ed her as a mother, she was determined to claim Cornelia as her daughter an
d make sure Marcus became her son–in–law. Once Marcus became her son–
in–law, who would dare to look down on her from the Reese family? She 
never thought that the daughter of the Stewart family could be so capable, qui
etly marrying Marcus and becoming the esteemed Mrs. Hartley  

If she 
had known the girl held such a position, she would have respected her like a d
eity, never daring to bully her.  

“Get out! Don’t claim to be my mother. I could 
never have a mother like you” Cornelia had imagined her mother countless ti
mes growing up. She pictured her as beautiful, gentle, and generous. She nev



er thought her mother could be Clair, a woman who made her feel disgusted 
at first sight!  

Tanisha didn’t know what the conflict was between the mother and daughter, 
but seeing Cornelia’s attitude, she knew Clair must have done something wro
ng, “Clair, Cornelia doesn’t want to see you, come out with me.”  

Clair pleaded, “Tanisha, we’ve known each other for so many years, you shou
ld know what kind of person I am. I won’t hurt Nelly, I just want a chance to ex
plain. You’re a mother too, you should understand how I feel.”  

Clair used to be a good person, and when Tanisha heard about their divorce, 
she could hardly believe it, believing maybe there was some misunderstandin
g between them. She was worried about Cornelia getting hurt again, but also 
hoped that the misunderstanding could be cleared up and the mother and dau
ghter could recognize each other.  

After hesitating for a while, Tanisha decided to give Clair a chance, “Nelly, it’s 
better to clear things up. You guys talk, I’ll go out.”  

This wasn’t something she could 
help with, she only hoped that Cornelia’s husband, Jeremy, could. Unfortunate
ly, the three members of the Artis family had left half an hour ago to buy items 
needed for the grandmother’s funeral and hadn’t returned yet.  

Zack, busy entertaining guests, noticed his mother’s pale face and 
immediately came over, “Mom, why do you look so pale? Did you not get eno
ugh sleep last night?”  

Chapter  
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“Guess so.” Tanisha threw a glance over her shoulder, unsure whether leavin
g Clair in Cornelia’s room was good.  



“Why don’t you take a break?” Zack suggested, his eyes scanning the room. T
he house was bustling with two card games in progress and the kitchen busy, 
but there was no sign of Cornelia. “Where’s Nelly?” He asked.  

“Nelly’s caught up in something.” Tanisha thought it best to keep 
things under wraps, hence didn’t disclose the whole truth to Zack, “Just carry 
on with your stuff, I’ll go check on her”  

Still feeling uneasy, Tanisha returned to the door to stand guard, just in case a
nything went south.  

In the room.  

Clair attempted to reach out for Cornelia’s hand but was met with avoidance b
efore she could 
even touch her. Tears welled up in Clair’s eyes and some dropped, “Cornelia, 
can you spare a few minutes for me to say something?”  

Despite Clair’s tears, Cornelia remained unmoved, “Go ahead.”  

Given the chance to speak, Clair was confident she could sway Cornelia  

Clair sobbed. “Cornelia, as soon as I heard about your grandma’s passing, I r
ushed back to bid her farewell. I intended to recognize you and take you to Ri
verton with me. I admit I made some mistakes before, not knowing you were 
my daughter. If I had known, I wouldn’t have hurt you even if a gun was pointe
d at my head.  

“You might blame me for leaving you 
and your father. Truth is, I didn’t want to. I had severe postpartum depression 
back then. You know how serious depression can be. There were times I thou
ght of ending both our lives, but thankfully, I didn’t.  

“I could control myself once or twice, but not every time. I was afraid I’d lose c
ontrol and do something stupid, so I asked your father for divorce and left Ros
enberg alone. I planned to end my life somewhere quiet, not to bother you or y
our father. But then I met a kind soul who helped me overcome depression. Af
ter I got better, I went back to Rosenberg. I wanted to come home. But I saw y
our father ready to start a new life with another woman.! didn’t want to disrupt 
your lives, so I left quietly, vowing never to return. Your grandma must have to
ld you that my parents died early and I had no siblings Your father was my onl



y support. After leaving him, I had to find a job, make a living. Later, I met Gra
nger and became his wife.”  

Clair let out a lot. But Cornelia was still stone–faced, “Are you done?”  

Clair said, “Nelly, I had my reasons for leaving you and your dad. Can you beli
eve me?”  

Cornelia said, “If you’re done, then please leave! Stay as far away from me as
 possible! Don’t ever show up in front of me again, and never tell 
anyone that you’re my mom. I won’t acknowledge it.”  

Clair said, “Nelly, you’re my flesh and blood. No matter how you deny our relat
ionship, you can’t change the fact that my blood is running in your veins.”  

“So what? Just because I have your blood in my veins, I should acknowledge 
you as my mom and forgive all your wrongdoings?” Cornelia sneered, “I might
 be too kind–
hearted sometimes, unable to bear seeing others suffer. But for someone like 
you, I don’t have a shred of sympathy.”  
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This was Clair’s recent contact with Marcus, and her best shot at becoming M
arcus’s mother–in–
law. She certainly wouldn’t let this opportunity slip through her fingers, and sh
e said, “Nelly, if you forgive me, I’ll give you a well–
decorated house in Riverton. You won’t have to squeeze in that tiny rental wit
h your two friends anymore”  

“What gives you the 
right to call me Nelly? Don’t ever say my name again. It makes me sick just to 
hear you say it. And for the record, I’m happy living with my friends, even if we
’re in a basement. My grandma doesn’t need you to pay respects either, I’m af
raid it will tarnish her gravestone Cornelia stormed to the door, yanking it open
, “Get out!”  



Unexpectedly, Marcus was standing at the door.  

Cornelia froze, her voice dwindled to a whisper, so low that Marcus could bare
ly hear her if he didn’t pay close attention, a far cry from her earlier bravado, “
When did you get back?”  

“Just now.” Marcus confirmed that Cornelia was okay, then turned his icy, cold
 gaze towards Clair.  

Clair feigned surprise, “Marc, what are you doing here?”  

“Ayden, see the guest out!” Marcus didn’t want to exchange an extra word wit
h Clair.  

Ayden immediately stepped forward, “Please leave!”  

“Cornelia, are you and Marc… Clair tried to say something, but Ayden pulled h
er out before she could finish  

Marcus closed the door and turned around to see Cornelia collapsed on the fl
oor. Luckily, his quick reflexes allowed him to catch her, “Cornelia” Cornelia w
eakly leaned into his arms. Once the dizziness subsided, she looked up at him
, “Do you know why Clair was here?”  

Marcus brushed the stray hair away from her forehead, “I know.”  

Cornelia asked. “She said she’s my mother. Do you believe her?”  

Marcus answered, “I had it investigated, and she is likely your mother.”  

Cornelia suddenly became agitated, “She’s not! She’s not! How could my mot
her be like her?! A woman who always despises me, accused me of theft, des
troyed our studio, and wished I would disappear. How could a person who has
 done so many bad things to me be my mother!”  

Marcus rubbed her back, soothing her, “Okay, if you say she’s not, then she’s 
not.”  

Cornelia continued, “My grandma once told me that my dad loved my mom ve
ry much, and my mom was a very kind person. She must’ve had her reasons f
or leaving my dad and me. Even after she left, my grandma couldn’t bear to s
ay anything bad about her. How could she turn into Clair who only cares about
 money and not feelings.”  



Cornelia firmly believed 
her mother was a kind person, but Marcus knew her grandma probably just w
anted to protect the image of her mother in her heart.  

But Marcus couldn’t say these things out loud, he also wanted to protect the g
oodness in Cornelia’s heart. However, even if Marcus didn’t say it, Cornelia kn
ew it deep down. She just didn’t want to admit that such a woman was her mo
ther. She chuckled and said, “But that’s the reality. Even though I don’t want t
o admit it, that disgusting woman is the one who gave me life.”  

Marcus, more than Cornelia, understood the pain of having parents he despis
e, “We can’t choose where we come from, we can’t sever the blood ties with t
hem. But when we grow up, we can choose the life we want.”  

Marcus had prepared to console Cornelia, but Cornelia suddenly asked him, “
When did you find out she was my mother?”  
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Marcus said, “Recently, I noticed that granny acts weird whenever she hears t
he name Clair. She told me she knew someone by that name. So, she asked f
or a picture of Clair to see if it was the same person. I got the picture and had 
someone look into Clair’s background. Turns out, she’s from Rosenberg, was 
married once, and has a daughter there”  

Cornelia asked, “You knew all this and didn’t tell me?”  

Marcus replied, “I didn’t want you to know you have a mother like that. I hoped
 you wouldn’t ever have to know who your mother is, that you wouldn’t have to
 suffer like I did”  

Cornelia gave a bitter smile, “Now we’re in the same boat, nobody’s looking d
own on anyone anymore.”  



Marcus said, “If you want, I can keep Clair away from you, so she won’t bother
 you.”  

Cornelia responded, “No worries, I actually want to see how shameless she 
can be  

Marcus asked, “She knew you were her daughter but denied it. I don’t underst
and why she suddenly came to Rosenberg to recognize you?”  

Cornelia replied, “Seems like you, the big boss of the Hartley Group, only care
 about making money and don’t understand the ugly people’s mind”  

Cornelia continued, “She didnt want to recognize me before because she didn
’t know my husband was you. To her, 
I was of no use, and could even be a hindrance to her success, so she wante
d to get rid of me. This morning her daughter Natalia video called me. You wer
e in the video, and then Clair came running to Rosenberg. Clearly, she came f
or you. She wants to recognize you as her son–in–
law, not me as her daughter.”  

Mentioning Natalia, Marcus thought of something, “Cornelia, you might have a
 sister out there.”  

The news left Cornelia blank, and it took her a while to recover, “What did you 
say? Can you repeat that?”  

Marcus said, “Ayden overheard Clair talking 
to someone, she said your father never knew he had another daughter.”  

Cornelia grabbed Marcus’s hand anxiously. “Tell me, where’s my sister?”  

Marcus said. “I’ve sent people to look, but the timeline doesn’t add up.”  

Cornelia asked, “Explain.”  

Marcus said, “Clair left Rosenberg in September 2000. She was pregnant whe
n she left, and your father didn’t know. She wouldn’t have given birth until sev
en or eight months later. Natalia was born in January 2002. There’s only a yea
r and three months in between, and it’s impossible for her to get pregnant twic
e in that time.”  



Cornelia asked, “You mean she might have left Rosenberg pregnant with my 
dad’s child, and possibly aborted the baby to marry a rich man?”  

Marcus replied, “That’s one possibility”  

Cornelia asked, “Any other possibilities?”  

Marcus said, “We can’t rule out the Reese family faking Natalia’s birth date.”  

Cornelia said, “So Natalia could be my dad’s daughter, my real sister?” 
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Marcus said, I’ve got someone looking into Natalia’s birthday. If the Reese fa
mily really is pulling a fast one, we should have proof soon enough.”  

Cornelia bit her lip excitedly and immediately whipped out her phone to video 
call Natalia. The call was picked up quickly. She wanted to ask how Natalia w
as doing, but before she could say a word, a face she didn’t like appeared on t
he screen. Cornelia asked, “Did you guys take Natalia’s phone?”  

Clair responded with a smile, “Natalia hasn’t been in a great mood lately, cryin
g with her phone in her hand I suspected 
someone might be fooling her, so I took her phone to see who she’s been talki
ng to. She’s your sister, and you should care about her.”  

Hearing Clair’s voice, Cornelia immediately ended the call. She turned to Marc
us, “I suspect Natalia isn’t doing 
well with the Reese family. They might be restricting her freedom Can you hel
p me out?”  

Marcus asked, “Hmm, what do you want me to do?”  

Cornelia anxiously replied. The Reese family has been wanting to marry Natal
ia off to you forever, just agree…”  



Before she could finish, Marcus cut her off, “Cornelia, you’re my wife, I love on
ly you in this lifetime. Stop overthinking things”  

Cornelia immediately hugged Marcus, “I don’t mean 
for you to really marry Natalia, I just hope you can use it as an excuse to have
 your guys pick her up from the Reese family. Say you want her to stay with y
ou for a few days to get to know each other, they probably won’t decline, right
?”  

She felt that as long as they could get Natalia out of the Reese family, all probl
ems would be solved.  

“I’ll arrange for someone to pick her up right away.” Marcus said, looking a bit 
grim. He felt that in Cornelia’s world, her friends and family seemed more imp
ortant than him, her husband.  

Cornelia gratefully said, “Thank you!”  

Marcus asked, “What if she’s not your full sister?”  

Cornelia replied, “Even if she’s my half sister, I still hope she can live well.”  

Marcus comforted her, “I’ll have someone take good care of her. Once we’ve 
sorted things out here and return to Riverton, you’ll be able to see her.”  

Cornelia didn’t say much else, just quietly keeping Marcus‘ care for her in her 
heart.  

However, not long after, Cornelia received some disturbing news. Before Marc
us could call the Reese family to retrieve Natalia, she had already been picke
d up by Courtney’s people and was on a plane to Switzerland. Courtney hadn’
t been heard from in a while, and her sudden reappearance at this sensitive ti
me to take Natalia away was suspicious.  

At that moment, an international call from Switzerland came into Marcus‘ phon
e. He glanced at Cornelia then picked up the call, “What’s up?”  

Courtney’s voice was as gentle as ever, “Marcus, I’m your mother. Can’t you b
e a little polite?”  

Marcus, “Mhm…”  

Courtney said. “You know I’m planning to take Natalia to Switzerland, right?”  



Marcus said, “What does it matter to me whether you do or not?”  
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Courtney said. “I just found out that Clair is your wife’s biological mother, whic
h means Natalia could be your wife’s real sister. I’ve been taking care of Natali
a like my own daughter, but now she’s family. I’m planning to take her to Switz
erland. She’s already on the plane, thought I should give you guys a  

heads up.”  

Marcus didn’t respond. He knew this woman would reveal her true intentions s
ooner or later. Courtney continued, “But, if your wife wants to spend some qua
lity time with her sister, I won’t stand in the way”  

Marcus chuckled coldly. “Those who have threatened me in the past haven’t h
ad the best of fortunes.”  

After hanging up the phone, he turned to Cornelia, “Courtney’s people took Na
talia. She’s now on a plane to Switzerland. I’ll do my best to find her at the  

airport there.”  

Cornelia apologized, “I’m sorry! I’ve caused you trouble again.”  

Marcus gently ruffled her hair, “Don’t be silly, I’m your husband!”  

Cornelia nodded, “I know.”  

Then, Marcus received a message from Courtney: 
[Marc, Switzerland ain’t your turf. It won’t be easy for you to intercept my peop
le there. We’re family after all, so just pay up a cool ten billion, and I’ll send he
r back the way she came.]  

Looking at the ten billion figure, a chill flashed in Marcus’s eyes behind his gla
sses. He replied: [We’ll see about that.]  



The next day.  

Granny Rebecca’s funeral went as planned. A lot of people came to pay their r
espects. After the ceremony, the house quickly emptied out. Cornelia had plan
ned to stay in Rosenberg for a few days to sort through her grandmother’s bel
ongings, but she had to return to Riverton early because of Natalia.  

Abigail decided to stay in Rosenberg for a few days to wait for her boyfriend to
 meet her parents, so she couldn’t go back to Riverton with them. Zack had no
thing pressing to do, and he went back to Riverton with Cornelia and the other
s to take care of the studio.  

After the plane landed smoothly at the airport, the main group went home first,
 leaving Marcus with Cornelia waiting at the airport for the plane from Switzerl
and.  

Late in the wee hours, after more than ten hours of flight, Natalia arrived at Zu
rich International Airport in Switzerland, Marcus used a lot of resources to inte
rcept her at the airport and arranged for someone to take her on the earliest fli
ght back to Rosenberg. The flight from Switzerland to Riverton was about thirt
een hours, and the plane should be arriving soon.  

Seeing Cornelia anxiously fidgeting, Marcus pulled her into his arms and softly
 comforted, “Their plane should be 
landing anytime now, don’t worry. everything will be fine.”  

Cornelia knew, but she still couldn’t help but worry.  

About half an hour later, the plane Natalia was on arrived safely. Cornelia rush
ed to pick her up. However, she was not prepared to see Natalia in such bad s
hape, her face was so paletand she had lost a lot of weight.  

“Natalia.” Cornelia called her name, her nose was stinging as she was holding
 back tears.  

Perhaps hearing Cornelia’s voice, Natalia, who was half asleep, managed to r
each out and grasp Cornelia’s hand, whispering, “Cornelia…  
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The murmur of “Cornelia” had Cornelia’s heart pounding madly, “Natalia, it’s 
me, don’t be scared. You’re safe now, and no one can harm you anymore?  

Natalia didn’t reply to Cornelia, but subconsciously held onto Cornelia’s hand t
ightly, as if it was her lifeline. Cornelia held Natalia’s hand back, and kept calli
ng her name in her ear, hoping to make her feel safe.  

Marcus was quietly watching from the side, not interrupting them, even telling 
the driver to start the car in a hushed voice.  

After the car left the airport parking lot, Marcus spoke to Cornelia, “Cornelia, w
e’ll take her home first. Have Dr. Lester check her out.”  

Cornelia nodded, “I want to do a DNA test for Natalia and my grandmother. If 
she’s part of the Stewart family, her DNA should match my grandmother’s.”  

Marcus said, “Alright, I’ll arrange it.”  

Cornelia paused, then said. “There are many items my grandmother used in t
he Hartley 
Mansion, I think we should be able to extract some useful DNA samples.”  

“Hmm.” Marcus gently ruffled Cornelia’s hair, “Cornelia, do you have any idea 
how much I admire you?”  

He, the CEO of the Hartley Group, actually admiring her! Cornelia was clearly 
ecstatic, her eyes shining brightly like two top–
grade gems, “What do you admire about me?”  

Marcus looked at Cornelia, his eyes full of affection and admiration, “You’re s
mart and calm, always able to pinpoint the key issues no matter the  

situation.”  

Cornelia had climbed her way to the position of the CEO’s special assistant of 
the Hartley Group with her own abilities. Her capabilities were indeed not to 
be overlooked. But having lost 
her parents at a young age and often being subject to criticism, she wasn’t ver
y confident inside. Now that Marcus was praising her, she was 
happy, but also a bit unsure, “Am I really as good as you say?”  



“You’re even better than what I said Marcus gently caressed her face, “You’re 
the best person in my eyes.”  

He had praised her more than once 
as the best person in his eyes. Having been praised so many times, Cornelia’
s confidence increased a bit, “So are you”  

Marcus asked, “What do you mean by ‘so are you?”  

Cornelia said, “In my eyes, you’re also the best person, and no one can comp
are to you.”  

Marcus chuckled, “Do you really think so? Or are you just trying to flatter me?”
  

Cornelia said, “Both!”  

“You little sneak!” Marcus gently flicked her forehead 
and continued, “I have a villa that’s empty at the moment. I wasn’t planning on
 living there. We can let her stay there.”  

Cornelia said, “Given Natalia’s current situation, it’s not advisable for her to be
 alone. I don’t want to bother you anymore. I’ll take her to my new house.”  

Marcus couldn’t accept Cornelia distancing herself from him. He emphasized 
again in a deep voice, “Cornelia, I’m your husband. I should be doing. anythin
g for you.”  

Cornelia responded, “In this world, no 
one is obliged to do anything for anyone else. You’re willing to help me, to be 
with me, and that’s you being kind to me. I can’t take your kindness for grante
d”  

Marcus now understood that this girl’s stubbornness was not ordinary.  

Talking about the new house, Cornelia 
suddenly thought of something, “How much did you secretly contribute to the 
decoration of that house of mine?”  

Trent was a designer recommended to Cornelia by Marcus under Jeremy’s id
entity. Initially, Cornelia didn’t know Jeremy was Marcus, she thought Trent w
as just an ordinary designer. But a few days ago, she accidentally read an inte



rview and found out Trent was a well–
known interior designer who had won numerous global design awards.  
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Famous international designers didn’t come cheap, but Trent’s fees were surp
risingly affordable. Cornelia was certain Marcus must have secretly covered s
ome of the costs, which was why her home renovation ended up so satisfactor
y.  

“I didn’t put in much Marcus said.  

“How much is not much?” Cornelia asked  

“Just a few hundred grand” Marcus replied.  

“Just a few hundred grand, my foot Cornelia fumed. Well, then you’ve investe
d in this house too. Feel free to crash here anytime.”  

You mean I wasn’t part of your plan before?” Marcus asked.  

“Not at first Cornelia admitted, “But you were, from the moment I decided to se
riously date Jeremy.”  

This answer seemed to satisfy Marcus, “So, can I live there with you?”  

“Sure, if you don’t mind the space” She said, remembering he’d also bought a 
large flat in the same complex.  

He’d said he bought the place because his wife liked the area. Turned out, he’
d been preparing everything for her from that point. She just didn’t know back 
then that she was the wife he mentioned.  

Half an hour later, they arrived at Lakeview Estates.  

Marcus had arranged for Natalia to be taken to Cornelia’s new home. The sec
ond bedroom was decorated for Cornelia’s grandma. Cornelia was reluctant to



 have Natalia stay in her master bedroom but Marcus was also there. If she ga
ve up her room, Marcus would have to share the second room with her, which
 seemed inappropriate.  

After some thought, Cornelia decided to put Natalia in the second room.  

Dr. Lester was already there waiting. Upon their arrival, he gave Natalia a full 
check–
up. Afterward, he said, “Ms. Reese is in good health, just drugged with sleepin
g pills. Once the effects wear off, she should be fine.”  

“Thank you, Dr. Lester!” Cornelia said.  

I’m just doing what Marc paid me for, no need to thank me.” He replied.  

“Safe travels then, I need to stay with Natalia.” Cornelia said.  

“No need to see me out, you’re busy.” Dr. Lester said as he left the bedroom. 
He glanced at Marcus in the living room, “Marc, you don’t look so great. Do yo
u need me to check you out too?”  

“No need.” Marcus replied, attributing his rough 
appearance to two nights without sleep, thinking he just needed to catch some
 sleep later.  

Marcus had pulled all–
nighters before, but never looked this worn out. Dr. Lester tried to convince hi
m, “Marc, apart from your sister and grandma, you have Cornelia to take care 
of Cornelia’s grandma just passed away. If something happens to you, what w
ould she do? If not for yourself, consider Cornelia,”  

As Dr. Lester was speaking, Cornelia, who had been with Natalia in the room, 
suddenly rushed out, “Dr. Lester, don’t leave just yet, I need another favor.”  

Her eyes were red–rimmed, as if she was about to burst into tears.  
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